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HEADMASTER'S WELCOME

Another bumper newsletter even As we head towards Christmas, Community Christmas Carols (a very
includes a maths challenge for the events start happening thick and fast. small number of tickets remain, if you
competitive and/or mathematically Prep Carols and pre-prep nativity haven't yet got yours!) and next week
inclined among our readers, alongside have already happened, today is we head towards some festive food,
areport of the great success of our Christmas Jumper (or socks) day as our Carol Services and the end of
students in the UKMT Maths part of giving week where pupils have term. The well earned rest will, for
Challenge, with a whole host of been donating generously for the pupils and staff alike, be very much
medals and accolades and three House Charities. This weekend sees  well earned!

students qualifying for the British the musical extravaganza that is our Dr Huw Williams

Maths Olympiad! Pupil
success in Regional Hockey
is shared, and | know that
further opportunitieson a
national stage have
followed this week, with our
pupils representing the
North East with pride and

distinction.

The PAA was transformed
last weekend for the
stunning Sixth Form
Christmas Dinner which is
reported within, alongside
some photos of students
and staff in their finery! My
thanks to the School
Officers and many others
who supported the
organisation, and
congratulations to those
who performed at the end
of a memorable and

enjoyable night. First and Second Year pupils took part in an Outdoor Education
residential to Gearstones Lodge in the Yorkshire Dales!
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Over the weekend, eighteen First
and Second Year pupils took part in
an Outdoor Education residential to
Gearstones Lodge in the Yorkshire
Dales for two days of hiking and

caving.

After setting off after school on
Friday, we arrived and unloaded the
trailer and settled into our rooms.
An evening meal of pasta bolognese,
garlic bread and cake and custard
set us up for an active weekend and
we split into our activity groups for

the weekend.

Starting early on Saturday morning,
we tucked into our hearty breakfast
of porridge, bacon, eggs and beans
before packing our bags for the day.
One half of the team were heading
up Whernside on their hike, whilst
the other half were getting kitted up
in caving suits for their day
exploring underground. With much
drier weather than forecast, the
hikers easily ascended the tallest of
the Yorkshire Three Peaks and
completed their circuit in good time.
The cavers had an exciting and wet
time exploring the caves of Yordas
in Kingsdale, followed by Runscar
and Thistle by Ribblehead viaduct.

Returning to the bunkhouse for hot
chocolate and biscuits, there was an
opportunity to enjoy the Lodge’s
games room before a good evening
meal of bangers, mash and onion
gravy.

An earlier bedtime on Saturday

DALES WEEKEND

evening as we were getting up even
earlier on Sunday! Waking up to the
surprise of overnight snowfall, First
Year boys swapped to hiking and
the girls and Second Year boys went
underground in the caves. Both
groups motored through their
respective activities, with snow on

the ground and bright blue skies.

Being enthusiastic and organised
was a definite theme of the
weekend and | commend all the
pupils for being up for all activities
(including peeling potatoes and
vacuuming!) and being in the right
place at the right time with the
correct equipment. This contributed
greatly to a very smooth and

enjoyable weekend for all.

My thanks to Mr Daker, Miss Street,
Mr Tucker, Mr Yates and Mr Brown
for accompanying the trip and
throwing themselves into the
cooking and activities. | also thank
our instructor Graham for his caving

knowledge and guidance.

Mr A Mathers
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Recently in Med Den Society, Upper
Sixth students Paras C, Amirah M,
Zaara S and Harry D delivered an
engaging presentation titled "What
Actually Is Dentistry?" . The
presentation was open to Lower
Sixth and Fifth Year pupils who
wished to learn more about the
realities of a career in dental
healthcare. The presenters broke
down what a career in Dentistry
truly involves, offering a clear
picture of the day-to-day work and
responsibilities of a dentist, also
explaining the key attributes
required. They also highlighted how
Dentistry differs from Medicine
and some common misconceptions,
discussing the interesting mix of

people skills, science and the

DALES WEEKEND

MED DEN SOCIETY

artistry/practical skills that are
needed as a dentist. Students were
also introduced to the various
pathways into dental school,
exploring the traditional and
alternate routes. This was followed
by practical advice on what aspiring

dentists can do from now on in order

to strengthen the important skills, as
well as their applications. Overall, it
was an insightful and informative
session that gave younger students a
more comprehensive understanding
of a possible career in Dentistry.
Paras C, Upper Sixth





https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/community-christmas-carols-2025/
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MOCK MMI EXPERIENCE FOR UPPER SIXTH
MEDICINE, DENTISTRY & VET APPLICANTS

Twenty-six Upper Sixth applicants
took part in this year’s Mock Multiple
Mini Interview (MMI) event, an
important step in their preparation
for applying to Medicine, Dentistry

and Veterinary science. The

candidates moved through a circuit of

ten stations, each lasting 5 minutes.
Every station challenged themin a
different way, mirroring the format
used by many competitive
universities.

The circuit tested a broad range of
attributes that selectors look for:
clear communication, problem
solving, logical thinking, resilience,
integrity, professional responsibility
and the ability to reflect on personal
performance. Students also explored
motivation for their chosen career

path, responded to ethical or topical

Last weekend's wreath-making
evening was absolutely magical, one
of those quietly joyful gatherings
that leaves you glowing long after it’s
over. The room was filled with the
scent of fresh pine and fir coupled
with oranges and cinnamon, soft
music hummed in the background,
and everyone quickly slipped into an
easy rhythm of chatting, snipping,
and arranging. There was something
wonderfully calming about working
with our hands, weaving branches

into something beautiful while

issues in healthcare and navigated a
role-play scenario designed to assess
empathy and interpersonal skills.
This mock interview forms one
strand of a wider preparation
programme delivered through the
MedSoc activity with Mr Newman,
strengthened further by the
excellent support from the
Student-led MedDen Society.
Together, these sessions have helped
applicants sharpen both their
understanding of the professions
and their confidence in
high-pressure interview settings.
We congratulate all participants on
their commitment and wish them
every success as they progress
through their interviews in the
coming months.

Mr T Newman

YSA WREATH MAKING

sharing stories and laughter. By the
end, each wreath felt like a little
piece of the evening itself - warm,

creative, and full of good company.

Thanks go to Cream and Browns
Florist and The Falcon at Hilton for
loaning the space out to us! Another
wonderful YSA Event!
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ACCOUNTING & FINANCE CAREERS CONFERENCE 2025

Today was a fantastic opportunity to workforce demands. Hearing directly innovation, and continuous
step away from day-to-day work and from specialists gave real contextto  development remain our most

immerse myself in learning, insight,  the data we often only see on screens. valuable assets.

and forward-thinking discussionat e also heard first-hand career Teesside University also celebrated a
Teesside University. journeys, including stepping into milestone achievement, the Times
The focus was clear, global audit with Rebecca Porritt of Clive Higher Education University of the
perspective, sustainability, digital Owen LLP, which was full of Year 2025. Well-deserved
transformation, and the role of grounded and relatable advice recognition for the impact they are

business in shaping the future. The confidence, first impressions, finding making across UK higher education.
scale of the event and the diversity of your value, and recognising that

people in the room highlighted just  every experience counts. Myles W-J, Lower Sixth

how many students are preparingto  Then came one of the most thought

step into industry over the coming provoking messages of the day:

years. “No, Al will not take your job.”

One of the most impactful insights It will change your job, and your

came from the Office for National ability to adapt will determine how

Statistics, exploring the cooling UK you thrive.

labour market and what that means . .
N A standout reminder that mindset,
for employability, growth, and future

ECONBUS - IT'SALL IN THE MIX

The marketing campaigns of Dove, In a detailed and applied Keen to compete, the Sixth Form
Nike, Gymshark and KFC share presentation Olivia M explored their demonstrated a very pleasing

several key characteristicsandinan  similar and differing approaches and awareness of current affairs, but
increasingly crowded marketplace,a tried to determine whose marketing there could only be one winner, so
product's features alone arerarely  is "best". Much debate ensued, with  well done to Ria!

enough to build lasting brand loyalty. the assembled audience of Lower Miss C Rhodes
The success of seemingly diverse Sixth and Upper Sixth keen to give

brands like Dove, Gymshark, Nike, their views and opinions.

and KFC lies in their mastery of We are grateful to Olivia for her
marketing strategies that transcend  generosity of time at such a busy

traditional advertising to build deep, point of the year and delighted

emotional connections with with her continued enthusiasm for
consumers. While one sells soap, all that is EconBus, whilst we were
another athletic wear, another also delighted that our Chair Noah
chicken, and another sportswear, then pushed the assembled crowd

their approaches converge on several g test their applied knowledge of

core principles. the Budget with an EconBus quiz.
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FAME AFTER YARM AND HOW
LSE AND PPE LED TO KPMG

When Sara Banerijee left Yarm
School in 2024, her parting gift to
me, as her form tutor, was the
promise of two FAME Working
Lunches to be delivered by her
older brothers. She was true to her
word and earlier this term we
heard from Aki about Civil Service
Graduate opportunities, whilst this
week it was the turn of Aran. He
travelled up from London, where
he currently works as an Assistant
Manager in Management
Consulting at KPMG UK, as part of
their Customer & Operations
team. After studying Maths,
Further Maths, Physics and
Politics A-Levels at Yarm, Aran
proceeded to study BSc PPE
(Philosophy, Politics and
Economics) at The London School
of Economics and Political
Sciences. From there he joined the

graduate training scheme at

KPMG which took place over three
years, before being promoted to
Assistant Manager in October of
last year. Aran gave a detailed
explanation of how he chose his
university and why he opted to
study PPE and not Maths. He
detailed university life and the
process of applying for graduate
employment, before giving insight
into his current role and a typical
working day, as well as the
promotion opportunities, work life
balance and pay potential at
KPMG. He was open and honest
and gave wide ranging advice in a
fabulous, and very well attended,
Working Lunch. We are really
grateful to Aran, and indeed the
entire Banerjee family, for their
ongoing support of FAME and

Careers at Yarm School.

Miss C Rhodes

READ ALL ABOUT IT...

This week both of the Lower Sixth
Econ groups enjoyed a visit to the
library and the chance to explore
beyond the syllabus. Students
enthusiastically engaged with the
opportunity, with book selections
for Christmas reading including
some Behavioural Economics (yes,
a little bit of Dan Ariely), a little bit
of Financial Markets, some
Thomas Piketty and one student
took onboard a very literal
recommendation for, "Talking to
my daughter about the Economy."
We look forward to perusing their
book reviews in the New Year and

hearing their exhortations!

Miss C Rhodes

FOLLOW US

Instagram

Facebook

Linked In


https://www.instagram.com/yarmschool
https://www.instagram.com/yarmschool
https://www.facebook.com/yarmschool
https://www.facebook.com/yarmschool
https://www.linkedin.com/school/yarmschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/yarmschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/yarmschool/
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UKMT SENIOR MATHS COMPETITIONS THIS TERM

The thirteen gold winners
qualified for the follow on rounds,
including Abdelrahman E,
Patrick W and Robert Q
qualifying for the British Maths
Olympiad round one. This is a
three and a half hour Maths
marathon where full proofs have
to be produced for challenging
guestions. We await the results
with anticipation. The other 10
students qualified for the Senior
Kangaroo and Ajay S and Archie
W-A did particularly well,

achieving Gold certificates. It has
This term the Senior pupils have Later in the term we had 65 students &

taken part in their UKMT Maths take part in the Senior Maths
Challenge competitions. We began challenge with nearly 90% of pupils

been an engaging and challenging
term of Maths Competitions for the

Senior pupils this term and we look
back in September with Arshia A, achieving a Bronze, Silver or Gold pup

Scarlet H, Anya K and Rosie N taking Certificate; 18 Bronze, 27 Silver and
part in the Maths Olympiad for Girls 13 Gold. Many of our top

and Naila K, Manvi L and Megan H mathematicians thought it was a

forward to the successes of our
Intermediate competitors in Third,

Fourth and Fifth Year next term.

taking part in a new competition this more challenging paper this year with

If you are wondering? The answer is
year, the Mathematics Competition  particular debate raging around the y &

C 50. Please consult one of our to
for girls. All the girls did well and final question on the paper. | wonder P

. . . ) ) Sixth Form mathematicians for a full
enjoyed the tricky problem solving if you can solve it?

explanation!
guestions, some of which required P

full written reasoning and proofs. (View the question below) DrK Barnett
Well done to Arshia and Rosie for

achieving Distinction in the Olympiad

and Naila and Megan for achieving

Distinction in the Competition for

Girls.
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SIXTH FORM CHRISTMAS DINNER

Last Friday the Festive Season was
ushered inin style as we held our
traditional Sixth Form Christmas
Dinner. With November not even yet
out the way it was good to see the
student entering in the spirit of the
Winter Wonderland theme and we
are grateful to Liv and the team for
pulling all this together. Nearly the
whole Sixth Form attended along
with a good number of my colleagues
and it is good to see that this event
remains as popular as ever. Serving
250 a three course meal is no mean
feat and | am grateful to Mr Bennett,
Mr Whiffin and their team for the
delicious meal cooked and served to
perfection with military precision.
Thanks are also due to Mr Vardy and
his team for solving the non-trivial
problem of getting all the tables into
the PAA in the optimum
arrangement and the valiant team of
students and staff who spent the
morning transforming the PAA into
the Winter Wonderland over the sea

of white linen.

By seven o'clock the students were
dressed to the nines and assembling
for pre-dinner drinks comprising a
bewildering array of mocktails -
which set the festive tone. Much
excitement for all as we sat down to
dinner and | was honoured to be the
very first to wish everyone a Merry
Christmas. A new innovation of a
mass game of heads-or-tails was well
received and one lucky winner was

rewarded with a huge bar of

chocolate. The night was rounded
off with a lovely festive set from
some talented volunteers - thank you
to Hannah, Amelie, Megan, Muskaan,
Sophia, Zaara, Gracie, Naila and Liv
for putting themselves forward to

entertain their friends.

Thank you to everyone involved in
organising and delivering the event:
our Sodexo colleagues, Yarm School
Estates team, Mr James for technical
support, Mr Sharp for photography,
the student helpers, musicians, my
staff colleagues for supporting the
event and, of course, a special thank
you to Miss Gamble for leading the

proceedings so capably.

So hereitis... Merry Xmas! It's only
just begun! | look forward to
enjoying the other school Christmas
festivities over the next week and |
wish all our readers a happy and

peaceful holiday when it comes.

Dr A Goodall
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SIXTH FORM CHRISTMAS DINNER (CONT.)





https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/oliver/
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GIRLS’ INDOOR HOCKEY - REGIONAL FINALS REPORT

Over the past few weeks, our girls’
indoor hockey teams have been
competing in the North East and
Yorkshire Regional competitions,
showcasing outstanding skill,
determination, and teamwork.
Travelling to Bradford for the North
East and Yorkshire Regional Indoor
Finals, they faced the strongest
schools in the region, all aiming for a
place in the National Finals and the
opportunity to rank among the top
eight schools in the country.

U14 Girls

With a young squad, the U14s grew in
confidence as the tournament
progressed. After finishing second in
their group, they met Hill House in
the semi-final, the same team that
had knocked them out of the outdoor
competition just a week earlier.
Displaying excellent defensive
organisation and dominant
possession, the girls earned a superb
2-0victory.

This took them into a final against the
only team to beat them in the group
stages. Despite a valiant effort, the
opposition proved stronger once
again, and the girls finished as
runners-up. Nevertheless, their
progress, teamwork, and resilience

throughout the tournament were

SPORT WEEK AHEAD

outstanding, and they should be
incredibly proud of their
performance.

U16 Girls

Another young side, the U16s
delivered an excellent set of
performances, earning draws against
strong St Peter’s and GSAL teams and
securing a win over QE. These results
saw them progress to the semi-finals,
where they were defeated only by
the eventual tournament winners. A
fantastic achievement for a
developing squad.

U18 Girls

After a slow start, admittedly my
fault, the U18s grew impressively
into the competition. In the
round-robin stage, they recorded

three wins, one draw, and one loss,

earning a place in a nail-biting final
against Scarborough College, the
only team to beat them earlier in the
day.
The final ended 3-3, sending the
match to shuffles. With the scores
level at 2-2 after the initial set, the
contest went to sudden death. Mara
M calmly converted her shuffle
before lzzy M produced an
outstanding save to secure victory
and send the team through to the
National Finals.
The U18s will now represent the
region at the National Finals on
Thursday 4th December at Repton
School, a tremendous achievement
and a testament to their composure
and competitive spirit.

Miss N Hodgson

The weeks ahead are now available online.
You can view them at

rmsch

l.org/week-ahead.


https://www.yarmschool.org/sport-week-ahead/
https://www.yarmschool.org/sport-week-ahead/

THE PAA 5th December 2025

JACK AND THE BEANSTALK

Don't miss our GIANT adventure,
JACK AND THE BEANSTALK live on stage.

Join Jack and the gang on an epic adventure
in this new adaption of the much-loved
classic, Jack and the Beanstalk!

Watch as Jack scales the mighty beanstalk,
trying to outwit the

fearsome Giant Blunderbore, save the
village, and maybe even rescue

his beloved cow Daisy along the way!

Relaxed performance -
23rd December, 11am

Thursday 11th December - Tuesday 30th December - Various Times
Book Online Here

SANTA'S JINGLE JAMBOREE

A Festive Family Santamime
Santa’s back this Christmas! Oh yes he is!

Get ready for ajolly good time with Santa’s Jingle Jamboree, a
brand-new festive family Santamime from

Tom Rolfe Productions!

Packed with magical moments, merry music, and plenty of

surprises for the whole family!

Don’t miss the Christmas adventure of the year!

Running time approx. 50 minutes.

Saturday 13th December, 9.30am and Sunday 14th December, 10am
Book Online Here


https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/jesus-christ-superstar-live-arena-tour/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/jingle-jam/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/jingle-jam/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/jingle-jam/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/janis-joplin-the-musical/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/jack-panto/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/jack-panto/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/jack-panto/

Online safety


https://yarmschool.onlinesafetyhub.uk/parent/articles/top-tips-to-protect-your-child-s-digital-privacy

Newsletter, 03.12.25

On 3rd December every year we observe International Day of Persons with
Disabilities, a time to reaffirm our commitment to inclusion, accessibility and
dignity for all. This day challenges us to look beyond stereotypes and barriers, and to
nurture environments where every child can thrive.

How can we nurture kindness, inclusivity and awareness in our children? A good start
is to discuss differences openly and positively.

With younger children, have age-appropriate chats about body diversity and
connect these conversations to people in their lives. Books for Children by Disabled
Authors offers authentic perspectives and helps children see disability as a natural
part of life. While not all of the books focus on this theme, they illustrate that
disabled people are active participants and contributors in all areas of society and
that having a disability doesn’t define a person's interests or talents.

Strength through Adversity is a great webinar to watch and perhaps share with
older children. It showcases the story of Darren Edwards, a disabled adventurer who
overcame adversity and demonstrates how disability does not limit potential.

If you are a parent of siblings of children with a disability, listen to Siblings of
Children with Neurodevelopmental or Intellectual Disabilities. This podcast
explores the unique experience of these siblings and discusses meaningful strategies
families and schools can deploy to help support and foster meaningful sibling
relationships.

Remember to follow us on social media to stay up-to-date with all of our latest updates and
resources. Find us on Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn.



https://www.tooledupeducation.com/
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/book-list/books-for-children-by-disabled-authors
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/book-list/books-for-children-by-disabled-authors
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/strength-through-adversity
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-weston-talks-with-dr-nikita-hayden-siblings-of-children-with-neurodevelopmental-or-intellectual-disabilities
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-weston-talks-with-dr-nikita-hayden-siblings-of-children-with-neurodevelopmental-or-intellectual-disabilities
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/book-list/books-for-children-by-disabled-authors
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/strength-through-adversity
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-weston-talks-with-dr-nikita-hayden-siblings-of-children-with-neurodevelopmental-or-intellectual-disabilities
https://www.facebook.com/TooledUpTips/
https://www.instagram.com/tooleduptips/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/tooled-up-education/
https://www.facebook.com/TooledUpTips/
https://www.instagram.com/tooleduptips/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/tooled-up-education/
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