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HEADMASTER'S WELCOME

| was moved and extremely proud of

our CCF cadets last weekend as they
played a significant part of the town's
Remembrance Day service and
parade. As Mr Taylor describes within,
they represented the School with
distinction, and they deserved the
round of applause from the hundreds
of people who attended, as they
marched back to school at the
conclusion of the event. CCF, like
many other experiences available to
pupils at Yarm, exposes pupils to a
range of exciting

opportunities, but also instills

a sense of duty, respect,
comradeship and service; all
attributes that develop the

cadets personal qualities.

The whole school came
together for our own
Remembrance Service on the
11th, with beautiful musical
performances from the choir, a
stunningly performed solo
from Scarlet and the last post
and reveille played flawlessly
by Constance. Our School
Officers gave moving readings
of extracts of soldiers' letters
home, and we joined together
in respectful silence and
hearty singing of our hymns.

One of my first experiences of

Yarm School, during my interview,
was to attend the Remembrance
Servicein 2018 and it remains a
formative part of the reason | felt so
drawn to this school. The experience
again this week affirms for me the
strength of our community and the
fantastic qualities of our staff and our

pupils.

Alongside the usual fascinating array
of reports and updates, the
newsletter contains some impressive

second year poetry, some wonderful

reflections on the recent girls' sports
tour and news of the rowers'
impressive results at Durham on the

weekend.

| am looking forward to seeing many
of you at the Christmas Indoor
Market on Saturday - it promises to
be another lovely community event:
thank you in advance to everyone
who has contributed time or

donations to support its success.

Dr Huw Williams

Our Senior Netball and Hockey teams embarked on an
unforgettable 5-day sports tour to Barcelona.
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
Yarm School CCF was proud to take  the First World War and 16 from the
part in the Yarm Annual Second World War are remembered.

Remembrance Parade on Sunday 9th  We are very proud of the cadets for
November, joining the wider the way they represented the school
community in honouring those who  and for their contribution to such an
have served and sacrificed their lives important local occasion of

since 1914. remembrance.

The school contingent, led by Lt

Adam Bridges, showed excellent drill Mr T Taylor
and turnout, representing the school

with real pride and professionalism.

The salute was taken on behalf of

King Charles by Baroness Tanni

Grey-Thompson, who praised all

those involved for the smart and

respectful way they took part.

The Cadet Standard was carried by

WO2 Rishi C, and the school wreath

was laid by Cpl Oscar L and Cpl

Sophie P.

Each year, the parade pauses at

Yarm’s war memorial, where the

names of 73 Yarm soldiers, 57 from
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FOURTH YEAR PUPILS - SILENT SANTA APPEAL

The ‘Silent Santa Appeal’ asks for donations of Christmas presents for local

children who may otherwise go without during the festive season.

Fourth Year pupils - Please bring your gifts to S9 during any registration.

Age ranges - Less than 3, 4-5, 6-7,8-9,10-11 or teenagers. See below for

what to include.

Last year, Cuthbert House Fifth Year gathered over forty boxes and gift bags

of toys and gifts for underprivileged children in the Darlington area. Let’s

see if we can do even better this year!

TOYS

e Teething toys

e Toy cars

e Animal figures

e Building blocks

e Skipping rope

e Tennis ball

e Spinning top

e Mini frisbee

o Fidget spinner

e Finger puppets

e Bathtoys

e Travel games

e Small musical
instruments

e Small puzzles

e Stickers

e Lego

e Action figures

e Board games

e Story book

STATIONERY

e Pens

Crayons

Felt tip pens
Ruler

Eraser

Writing pads or
notebook

e Solar calculators
e Geometry set

e Glue stick

e Colouring books

e Watercolour paint set

(solid only)
e Safety scissors
e Highlighters

e Jigsaw

Pencils & sharpeners

Mr S Thompson

TOILETRIES &
CLOTHES

e Hairbrush

e Hair products
e Toothbrush

e Bubble bath
e Sponge
T-shirt

Baby clothes

Lip balm

Slippers
Stick deodorant
Compact mirror

Hat, scarf, gloves
e Sports kit
Nail varnish

Lynx sets
Socks

Water bottles
Cozy blanket

ECONBUS SOCIETY

Following on from Nancy's talk
before the holidays, which you
may recall explored the
provenance of the Hermes
Birkin bag and examined
whether it is a better
investment than stocks and
shares, Hannah, Josie and
Summer were inspired to offer
up an EconBus Soc session
entitled "Exclusivity as a
Strategy: Marketing in the
World of Luxury". And in an
interesting, informative and
well researched presentation
they discussed how high end
brands such as Hermes and
Rolex stand apart and how
their marketing differs from
the approaches familiar in
mass marketing. We are very
grateful to all three students
for linking themes from
Economics, Business and
Textiles, and showing how real
and relevant Econ and Bus

really are.

Miss C Rhodes
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MedDen Society held a collaborative
interview preparation session
bringing together our Upper Sixth
and Lower Sixth members. The
session began with a discussion about
the key qualities essential for aspiring
medical and dental students,
including compassion, empathy,

teamwork, and communication skills.

Members then explored how to
recognise and reflect on these
qualities during work experience and
everyday activities such as sports or
volunteering. This was followed by a

mock interview exercise, where both

MED DEN SOCIETY

year groups took turns answering
typical interview questions covering
topics such as ethical dilemmas, role

plays, and personal interests.

The group also discussed the STARR
method (Situation, Task, Action,
Result, Relevance) as an effective
framework for structuring interview
responses. Lower Sixth students then
had the opportunity to refine their

answers using this approach.

The session proved to be an engaging
and valuable experience for all
involved, offering Lower Sixth pupils

practical insight and feedback, while

giving Upper Sixth members the
chance to consolidate their own
interview techniques and mentoring
skills.

Muskaan A, Upper Sixth

FROM YARM TO NORTHALLERTON VIA LEEDS AND CANADA

Another week and another Working
Lunch! This week we were delighted
to once again welcome back Matty
Walker (Class of 2016)! After having
studied both GCSE and A-Level
Business at Yarm, along with A -Level
Economics, Matty was keen to find a
course that combined the two
subjects, hence his decision to read
Economics and Management at the
University of Leeds. Whilst inspired
by a rowing trip to Canadain his Yarm
days, he was keen procure a year
abroad and he was successful in
applying for a highly coveted study
year in Canada. Following graduation,
he began his career in finance as an
Trainee Investment Manager at
Investec, where he gained experience
working in a large company and with

high-net-worth clients. In April, he

made the decision to join his dad at
his family's financial advice firm, and
he now works closely with individuals
and families to help them plan for
their futures. Matty detailed the
difference between Investment
Management and Financial Advising,
gave valuable guidance on the
qualifications required in post and
also offered some words of financial
wisdom to his 17 year old self relating
to compound interest! We are really
grateful to Matty for his ongoing
support of EconBus and Careers at

Yarm!

Miss C Rhodes





https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/community-christmas-carols-2025/
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HOW TO GROW YOUR OWN POEM - SECOND YEAR

If you had to grow a poem, what might your ingredients be? Kate Clanchy - a teacher, poet, and freelance writer -

believes that writing poetry is a fundamental human activity, as natural as dancing or singing, yet one from which,

even more than dance or music, we are deprived in the modern world. Drawing on her experiences in the classroom,

Clanchy offers imaginative ways to unlock creative expression. Her wealth of ideas inspires poems that become

lenses through which to contemplate life’s rich and tangled tapestry.

Class 2.5 used one such idea from Clanchy’s book to craft poems exploring a character from our current read,

‘Where the World Ends’: a story based on real events from the eighteenth century. At this point in the novel, John,

who was raised as a boy due to family circumstances, has just learnt she is a girl. Stranded on a sea stack at the

northernmost tip of the British Isles with a band of fowlers, she waits anxiously for the boat from Hirta to bring them

home.

Ruminating on John's thoughts, fears, and longings, we spun our words into evocative poems that give voice to her

inner world and our own.

OllieB

A girl full of life,

Placed her hope on the rock,

Put her needle there, placed her fear there.
The softness of cloth, the heat of the sun.
Her shreds of company, tattered and torn,
Mourning her old life and her uncovered lie.

The frost of the ocean, mingled with streaks of terror
and panic,

The sunlight of safety beginning to dawn.

The memories of childhood, covered with dirt. Never to
be retold.

The dead gannet wearing a crown who would never
resume his rule.

Our lord, who art in heaven.

The vicious hand of the false minister Cane, his sneering
face,

Balanced and teetering.

Her tiredness of life on the stac.

The cheers of the crowd of boys

Her scarce gannet meals.

The rock cradled the items like a newborn child.

The girl continued to pile things on.

Mrs S Dugdale

Violet F

A girl full of courage and determination.
She puts a rock on the floor,

Her belt on the rock face,

and she puts her lucky coin on the bed.
Then she puts down some memories:
The sound of the waves crashing,

The memory of hope and happiness.
The feeling of the sun on your face
Things that happened in her mind,

Why she wanted to get off the stac,

She put that there.

Who she wanted to hug first

The girl put them down too.

Three times three makes nine,

The girl put nine on the table.

She was next to the cave: next to the sea:
She reached out and placed on the rock

An endlessness.
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HOW TO GROW YOUR OWN POEM (CONT.)

Maggie C
A girl full of perseverance, put her misery on the ledge.

Then she threw her outrage and blame off the stac into
the restless raging sea.

She places the guga on the rock for her meagre dinner,

Grabs her old tawdry clothes and puts them on to hide
the welling tears.

She listens to the waves crashing against the jagged
rocks,

The squawks of birds circling above.

She put down her restless guilt of lying and pretending
to be a boy on the cold murky floor, full of secrets.

Then she put down the thoughts of her father, shamed
by a she.

She put that in a cove tucked away forever, a tear fell.

The memories of Col Cane wanting what she couldn't
give,

She hid under the rocks.

The lullabies her mother sang on cold windy wintery
nights,

She put that there too.

She was longing for the call of home, the warm fire
thrusting into a flame.

She placed that there too.

The stac held still, it did not shake nor complain of the
memories hidden or placed, under or on top, on the side
over the side.

They stayed there forever, tucked away.

The girl finally finished piling things onto the sturdy,
strong gargantuan rock

Full of secrets.

At last she was empty, at last she was free.

ZarinaF

A girl full of determination

Puts her fish hook down on an old table

Puts her wet socks there

Puts her worn weary bible on the table.

Then she puts down the voices of the boys cheering her on.

She put down her fading memories of her parents and
family.

She put down the crushing burden of shame of being a girl.

She then put down ‘God have mercy on us’ on the worn
table.

She placed her longing and hope there.

Her longing for someone to come find her,

She put that there too.

The table was still there, after all the things she placed.
Not one single complaint.

The girl continued to share her load.

Georgie W

A girl full of will-power and fire

Put her frozen memories and needle into the waves
Along with her feathers, a piece of string and a button
Then skimmed the roar of Col Cane

Threw the warmth of Quill’s stories.

The things that haunted her

Her shameful secret

Her father’s disappointment

All washed up into the sea.

It sunk the fear of the world seeing her.

The voices screaming that the world wouldn’t understand.
Then placed there, the pain and longing

That had crushed her for so long.

The waves bore her problems better than any table
Dragging each string of crippling sadness

Away with every roll of a wave.

The girl kept piling things on.
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HOW TO GROW YOUR OWN POEM (CONT.) FOLLOW US

James A

A girl flowing with respect

Placed her hopes on the rock, | nstagra m
Put her gleaming needle there.

She recited her dreams, then placed them on the rock.

She put there, the light of day,

Sounds of the sea, thoughts of others words.

The softness of cloth and the heat of the radiant sun.

Locks of her hair rested on the rock Facebook
Then she placed glimmers of hope and a warm light that glowed.

She put love on the rock there.

Those who laughed, then those who didn't.

She placed her lucid sleep and dreamy wakefulness,

Her longing for life, not death, placed there.

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name.

She placed there, the Bible. Linked In
Till a girl radiating respect continued to pile, life's items

Onto the rock.


https://www.instagram.com/yarmschool
https://www.instagram.com/yarmschool
https://www.facebook.com/yarmschool
https://www.facebook.com/yarmschool
https://www.linkedin.com/school/yarmschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/yarmschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/yarmschool/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/concert-and-cake-november-2025/



https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/oliver/
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BARCELONA SPORTS TOUR: A WEEK TO REMEMBER!

During the recent half-term break,
our Senior Netball and Hockey teams
embarked on an unforgettable 5-day,
4-night sports tour to Barcelona,
combining competitive fixtures,
cultural exploration, and team
bonding in the Spanish sunshine.

Day 1: Arrival & Beach Time

After an early morning flight, the
excitement was palpable as we
touched down in Barcelona. Once
settled into our accommodation, we
headed straight for the beach to
unwind and enjoy some much-needed
relaxation after along journey. The
afternoon was filled with games,
laughter, and even a quick dip in the
Mediterranean — the perfect start to
our adventure!

Day 2: Nou Camp, Netball &
Champions League Magic

Our second day kicked off with a tour
of the iconic Nou Camp museum,
home of FC Barcelona. Students
soaked up the club’s rich history,
learnt about the different sports
played at Barcelona FC and explored
the vast trophy rooms!

All the girls took part in the Netball
training session session and match
play led by Bethany Brown a former
pupil of Yarm School and now teacher
at the British School of Barcelona. It
was a fantastic opportunity to put
new skills into practice and make
friends with fellow players abroad.
That evening, we had the incredible
opportunity to attend a Champions

League match: Barcelona vs

Olympiacos. The electric atmosphere,

passionate fans, and world-class
football made it an experience no one
will forget.

Day 3: City Tour & Hockey

We spent the next day exploring
Barcelona’s stunning sights, including
Las Ramblas and the breathtaking
Sagrada Familia. The city’s vibrant
culture and architecture captivated
everyone.

The afternoon saw us take part in the
first Hockey fixture of the trip against
Castelldefels HC and came away with
an impressive 2-1 win against a
strong side with some very talented
players.

Day 4: Theme Park Thrills & Hockey
The final day brought more
excitement at a local theme park,
where teams bonded over
rollercoasters and adrenaline-fuelled
fun.

This was followed by our final fixture
of the tour, a Hockey game against
lluro HC in which the players put
together their best performance of
the tour to win 4-1 and finish the trip
in style! Every player was excellent
and we have even recruited a few
more to join us on a Wednesday
afternoon until Christmas!

Day 5: Farewell Barcelona

Our final morning was spent
reflecting on an incredible week
before heading home. There were
tired legs but big smiles all around as
we boarded the flight back, proud of

our performances and grateful for

such a memorable experience.
The Barcelona tour was a huge
success — a perfect blend of sport,
culture, and adventure. The girls
represented our school brilliantly,
demonstrating skill, enthusiasm, and
team spirit throughout. A massive
thank you to all the staff who made
this trip possible.

iGracias, Barcelona — we’'ll be back!

Miss N Hodgson
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OUTSTANDING SUCCESS FOR YARM SCHOOL
BOAT CLUB AT DURHAM HEAD RACES

Saturday 8th November saw Yarm
School Boat Club take to the River
Wear in Durham for a full day of
racing across two events — the
Durham Long Distance Sculls (LDS)
and the Small Boats Head (SBH).
Rowers from Yarm delivered an
outstanding set of performances,
coming home with anincredible 14
event wins, more than any other club
competing.

Long Distance Sculls Highlights

Yarm entered 10 events at the LDS
and won six of them.

The Senior Boys raced in two evenly
matched quads, producing the fastest
and second-fastest times of the
event, claiming victories in both the
Open and J18 categories, separated
by just two seconds. Oscar L, Harry D,
Sam B & Jack M were the overall
winners with a time of 06:09.

The Senior Girls also impressed,
racing in matched quads of their own.
The Open crew placed second behind
a strong university-aged Tyne crew,
while the WJ18 quad of Poppy B,
Isabella T, OliviaW & Abby S
powered to victory in their category.
In the smaller boats, Charlie B and
Kabir G sculled superbly to win the
J18 double sculls.

The J15 Boys and J15 Girls also
enjoyed standout performances —
each winning their respective J15
coxed quad events. A special mention
goes to Dora B (J14), who rowed up
an age category and helped secure
victory in only her second-ever race.
Small Boats Head Highlights
Momentum carried into the
afternoon’s Small Boats Head, where
Yarm entered 13 events and claimed
an impressive eight wins.

The Senior Boys dominated, fielding
three quads (Open, J18, and J16) and
winning all three events. The top
crew of Oscar L, Patrick T, Charlie A
& Harry D set the fastest time of the
day — a blistering 5:57 over the
1800m course, finishing 20 seconds
clear of the field. J15 rower Finn T
stepped up into the J16 quad and
made a brilliant contribution as that
crew secured victory over locals
Infinity Boat Club.

The Senior Girls continued the
success, winning both the Women's
Open and WJ16 quads, with their
WJ18 double placing a strong third.
Poppy B, Rebecca W, Isabella T, and
Emma W produced the fastest girls'
time of the event with an impressive
06:45, finishing 12th out of 205

SPORT WEEK AHEAD

crews across all age groups, boat
classes, and genders.
The J15 Boys showed impressive
depth within their squad, taking wins
in both the J15 quad and J15 double
events. Luke P, Eric D, Thomas P,
Rishi S & Oscar G made up the
winning quad while George W and
Ewan G secured the winin the
double.
To cap off the day, the J14 Girls
delivered a fantastic performance to
claim their first-ever win in only their
second race — congratulations to
Beatrix A, Dora B, Tani O, Dorothy W,
and Anya K.
It was another phenomenal day of
racing for YSBC, showcasing the
club’s strength, depth, and team
spirit. With 14 victories across the
two events, Yarm proudly finished as
the most successful club of the day.
The J14 athletes are growingin
confidence, and the seniors continue
to push forward.

Mr T Kellett

The weeks ahead are now available online.

You can view them at

yarmschool.org/week-ahead.


https://www.yarmschool.org/sport-week-ahead/
https://www.yarmschool.org/sport-week-ahead/
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LIVE IN-PERSON EVENTS TAKING PLACE IN THE FRIARAGE THEATRE!

THE FIRST THREE ROCKS FROM THE SUN

Mercury, Venus and Earth are the first three planets in order of

distance from the Sun.

In this talk we will discuss each of these diverse worlds in detail.

Mercury - moon sized and extremely hot.

Tuesday 25th November, 7pm
Book Online Here

IS THERE LIFE ON MARS?

Mars - ‘fourth rock from the Sun’ is one of the most intriguing
of the planets in our solar system - not to mention one of the
closest possible abodes for life 'out there'.

Ever since early astronomers thought that they had seen
'canals' on Mars, theories pertaining to life on the planet have

persisted.

Tuesday 9th December, 7pm
Book Online Here

THE GAS GIANT PLANETS

In this talk we describe the giant planets of the solar system -
Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus and Neptune. Very different from the
rocky innermost planets being composed of mostly gas, liquid
andice.

We will discuss past, present and future space missions that

have shown these planets in amazing detail.

Tuesday 27th January, 7pm
Book Online Here


https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/the-wrong-trousers-wallace-and-gromit-live-with-the-everready-band/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/astronomy-talks-the-gas-giant-planets/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/astronomy-talks-the-gas-giant-planets/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/astronomy-talks-the-gas-giant-planets/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/jesus-christ-superstar-live-arena-tour/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/astronomy-talks-is-there-life-on-mars/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/astronomy-talks-is-there-life-on-mars/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/astronomy-talks-is-there-life-on-mars/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/janis-joplin-the-musical/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/from-the-sun/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/from-the-sun/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/from-the-sun/



http://www.bit.ly/ysa-wreath-nov
http://www.bit.ly/ysa-wreath-dec
http://www.bit.ly/ysa-wreath-nov
http://www.bit.ly/ysa-wreath-dec
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World Kindness Day, celebrated every year on 13 November, is a global reminder of
the power of compassion and human connection. It was introduced in 1998 by the
World Kindness Movement, a coalition of nations and organisations committed to
promoting kindness as a universal value, transcending boundaries of race, religion
and politics.

Acts of kindness, no matter how small, can create ripples that spread positivity,
bridge divides, and inspire others to do good and Tooled Up has a wealth of
resources to support this important topic.

For primary-age children, help them to build stronger, kinder friendships by using
our activity resource Treating Others Kindly. It gently guides them to recognise
subtle unkind behaviours like exclusion or gossip and to reflect on how these
actions affect others.

For teens, help them deepen their understanding of what kindness really means
and the impact of relational aggression - something intended to hurt someone’s
personal relationships or social standing, rather than cause physical harm. Treating
Friends and Classmates Kindly will help you and your teen explore the subtle
ways unkind behaviour can appear in friendships and to reflect on your family’s
values when it comes to kindness and how to treat others.

As adults, let’s reflect on how kind we are as individuals to our families, children,
friends and colleagues. Unkind words that belittle or shame can deeply affect a
child’s self-esteem. Listen to our podcast Words Matter to learn the difference
between an occasional ‘cross’ word and what might be considered verbal abuse.

Remember to follow us on social media to stay up-to-date with all of our latest updates and
resources. Find us on Facebook, Instagram and LinkedIn.



https://www.tooledupeducation.com/
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/treating-others-kindly-an-activity-for-children-aged-12-and-under
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/treating-friends-and-classmates-kindly
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/treating-friends-and-classmates-kindly
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-weston-talks-with-jessica-bondy-and-dr-fiona-pienaar-words-matter
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/treating-others-kindly-an-activity-for-children-aged-12-and-under
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/treating-friends-and-classmates-kindly
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-weston-talks-with-jessica-bondy-and-dr-fiona-pienaar-words-matter
https://www.facebook.com/TooledUpTips/
https://www.instagram.com/tooleduptips/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/tooled-up-education/
https://www.facebook.com/TooledUpTips/
https://www.instagram.com/tooleduptips/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/tooled-up-education/

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate

conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.
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Meet Our Expert

Brendan O’Keeffe is a headteacher and digital education consultant i =

L3
with over a decade of experience in education. As Director of Digital { NGtIOhCI|
Strategy across multiple schools and an advisor to The National

\ ®
College, he specialises in digital safety, PREVENT, and pastoral care. A : COIIege

X @wake_up_weds I3 /wuw.thenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday o' @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 12.11.2025
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