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Welcome to this week’s edition of the Phoenix Flier. I hope everyone had a 

restful and rejuvenating two-week break. We kicked off this half-term in jubilant 

spirits with our whole-school Diwali Day! The joy, colours, and sense of 

togetherness truly highlighted the incredible diversity we enjoy celebrating as a 

school community. It was fantastic to see pupils of all ages embracing the 

traditions, learning about the festival, and engaging in such vibrant activities. 

Thanks go to the YPSSC for their support of our cultural festivals. In other areas 

of school this week, things have been suitably productive and enjoyable. 

Preparations for our second informal music concert are underway, our cross country team have been in action 

and we have started to turn our thoughts towards Remembrance Day next week.    

You may notice our staff are proudly 

supporting Movember, raising 

awareness and funds for men’s health 

– please cheer us on as the facial hair 

grows! We will culminate our 

Movember efforts with a whole school 

crazy hair day on Friday 29th 

November. If you would like to 

sponsor our efforts please go to our 

team page. Looking further ahead, 

next weekend brings our much-

anticipated Christmas Indoor Market, 

a perfect opportunity to get into the 

festive spirit and do some holiday 

shopping while supporting local 

businesses and school initiatives. We 

hope to see many of you there!  

Bill  Sawyer 

Head’s Challenge:  You answer 

me, although I never ask you questions. 

What am I?  

Photo of the Week: We 

celebrated Diwali on Monday, taking 

part in a whole school bhangra dance led 

by Mrs Ladhar and Mrs Gupta Bhalla! 

https://movember.com/t/yarm-prep-school?mc=1
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We celebrated Diwali on Monday, 

with the children wearing 

tradition Indian dress or colourful 

clothing. 3B enjoyed the assembly 

on Diwali with Mrs Ladhar and 

Mrs Gupta Bhalla. Here are our 

thoughts: 

Annabel - Diwali is a festival. It is 

celebrated all over the world. 

Violet - Diwali is about Rama and Sita 

and how they got back from the 

forest. 

Matthew - I know that Diwali is the 

celebration of light. 

Ada - During Diwali they do fireworks. 

Abeer - When we do Diwali we do 

fireworks and firework fountains. 

Wilfred - We loved to do the bhangra 

dancing. 

Oliver - People make rangoli patterns 

to bring good luck . 

Louie - People light lots of little 

candles called ‘Diyas’. 

Ava - When I was at home I lit the 

little candle and it smelled so 

beautiful. 

Mrs Barton 

Diwali 
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The Child Exploitation and Online Protection Centre (CEOP) 

aims to keep children and young people safe from sexual 

abuse and grooming online. 

Parents, carers and children can report a concern about child 

sexual abuse or online exploitation to the CEOP Safety Centre. 

ANY CHILD IN IMMEDIATE DANGER SHOULD ALWAYS CALL 

999 FIRST. 

You can contact CEOP by clicking on the logo on this page. This 

links to the CEOP website where you can report any concerns 

you may have. Alternatively, click www.ceop.police.uk/safety-

centre/. 

Mr Stone 

Our DT department would be grateful for any donations of 

clear plastic empty 2 litre drinks bottles. Please send any in 

with your child. Thank you. 

Mrs Smith 

We were delighted to welcome 6th Formers and former Prep 

pupils, Ameen Khunda and Haider Ali, to give an assembly last 

week. They spoke about the Community Action Group project 

they are working on, on behalf of the charity Just Be a Child. 

The charity’s focus is to give children in Kenya the chance to 

experience a childhood of imagination by giving them toys, 

books and taking them on trips. 

Ameen and Haider have asked the Prep School community to 

come together and collect our old children’s books to give 

hope to children who are less 

fortunate by donating them to 

the charity. All of us have old 

children books lying on our 

shelves, so why not give them 

to benefit those in need? 

If your child (or you!) have 

some books you would like to 

donate, please bring them to 

school on Monday. We have 

set up some book collection boxes in the library for the books 

to be dropped into. The boys will then come and collect them 

on Friday November 15th. 

Mr Stone 

In our increasingly digital world, concerns about smartphone 

use among children are growing. You will no doubt have seen 

recent news articles exploring how parents in some school 

communities are getting together to run an initiative to work 

together, ensuring children are not given such devices before 

the age of 14, with Smartphone Free Childhood launching as a 

grassroots campaign to support parents in this.  

Many studies suggest that early exposure to smartphones can 

negatively impact mental health and social development. To 

address this, we encourage parents to consider joining a 

community-wide initiative to delay smartphone use until their 

children are at least 14 years old. By coming together and 

setting this common standard, we can better protect our 

children's wellbeing. If you are interested in learning more or 

need support with this initiative, please get in touch with Mr 

Stone directly. 

Mr Stone 

As part of our partnerships work, we are running a project 

with Stockton Borough Council to get 1000 Year 4 children 

across the borough to produce a clay figure of themselves. 

These will be used for an art installation on the steps 

cascading down to the River Tees that will be made when the 

Stockton riverside development is completed in Summer 

2026. 

Naturally we are a fair distance from that point, meaning we 

will need to store the figures as the children make them! As 

such, we are desperately looking for old wine boxes (wooden 

or card) with the bottle separators, wine glass cases (with the 

separators) and bubble wrap, so we can preserve the models 

as safely as possible until then. 

If you are able to help out, please send any donations in or 

contact Mr Stone. 

Mr Stone 

The School Aged Immunisation Service will be visiting School 

on Friday 22nd November to deliver the nasal flu spray 

vaccination. Please visit the link here to provide your consent 

online. 

Mrs Wheatley 

CEOP 

Just Be a Child Book Collection 

HELP! Plastic Bottles 

Smartphone Free Childhood 

Partnerships HELP! 

Flu Vaccinations 

https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2024/oct/07/uk-parents-pact-withhold-smartphones-children
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2024/oct/07/uk-parents-pact-withhold-smartphones-children
https://smartphonefreechildhood.co.uk/
mailto:gns@yarmschool.org?subject=Smartphone%20Free%20Childhood
mailto:gns@yarmschool.org?subject=Smartphone%20Free%20Childhood
mailto:gns@yarmschool.org?subject=Partnerships%20donations
mailto:gns@yarmschool.org?subject=Partnerships%20donations
https://nhsImms.azurewebsites.net/session/7ec582ce
https://nhsImms.azurewebsites.net/session/7ec582ce
https://www.ceop.police.uk/Safety-Centre/
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Music lessons 

The Year 4 children have thoroughly enjoyed choosing their 

first books from the library. They were VERY excited and have 

been discussing the books with each other. 

Mr Frank 

Our ‘Everything you need to know about Christmas in the 

Preparatory School’ letter will be going out next week, 

featuring all of the key details for the important events coming 

up before the end of term, including how to order tickets for 

the Festival of Carols and Year 3 Christmas Play. Keep an eye 

on your inboxes! 

Mr Stone 

Astronomy Talks – Exploding Stars—26th 

November 2024, 7pm 

Exploding Stars – Supernovae, neutron stars and black holes. 

In this talk we will consider the life cycles of stars more 

massive than the Sun. These explode at the end of their lives 

as spectacular supernovae – so bright that they can be seen 

across the universe. Their endpoints are either dense exotic 

objects known as neutron stars or, for the most massive stars, 

the enigmatic black hole. 

Snow White Panto—Thursday 12th—Tuesday 24th 

December 

Mirror mirror on the wall…. 

What's the fairest pantomime of them all? 

It's Snow White of course, and it's heading to us this 

Christmas…. Oh yes it is! 

Tom Rolfe Productions are delighted to be back with a brand 

new production bursting with dazzling costumes, hilarious 

comedy, sensational singing, beautiful scenery an the coolest 

Magnificent Seven ever! Will the wicked Queen Horibella 

manage to win the hand of Prince Charming?  Will Snow White 

find the secret cottage?  Will everyone live happily ever after? 

Find out by booking your tickets today! Please note: Monday 

23rd December 11am, is our relaxed and BSL performance. 

Year 4 in the Library 

Christmas Letter 

Holiday School Dates 
Christmas 2024: - 16th—20th December 2024 

Easter 2025: - 7th—11th April 2025 

Summer 2025: - 14th July—1st August 2025 

Coming Up at the PAA 

https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/astronomy-talks-exploding-stars/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/astronomy-talks-exploding-stars/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/snow-white/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/snow-white/
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Tooled Up has always featured a broad range of voices and resources relating to neurodiversity. We want to 

support families who have neurodiverse children, inform people who are coming to the topic for the first time, and 

help to challenge common “neuromyths” that still dictate much of what people think about issues such as autism 

and ADHD. 

Our popular Busting Neuromyths webinar is a great place to start. Dr Jo Van Herwegen is a Professor in 

Developmental Psychology and Education at UCL. In the webinar she tackles some of the common myths relating 

to learning styles, sides of the brain and our expectations of neurodiverse people. 

If you’re the parent of a child with ADHD, Tooled Up has a wealth of resources that can help you. From last year’s 

ADHD conference, Dr Ned Hallowell’s session How to Live Joyfully and Successfully with ADHD and Dr Vilas 

Sawrikar’s ADHD Positive Parenting Toolkit are sources of reassurance and inspiration, full of practical ideas and 

first-hand experience. 

Most recently, we hosted Consultant Psychiatrist Professor Peter Hill for A Parents’ and Educators’ Guide to 

ADHD Medication. Watch to learn more about how medication works and what the research says about potential 

side-effects.  

Our webinar The Autistic Child: What Every Parent or Carer Needs to Know offers valuable insight into autism 

diagnosis and what it means for the child and the family. A brilliant accompaniment would be this guide to Neuro-

Affirming Resources that are all aimed at helping young people understand neurodiversity. 

More information and links to helpful Tooled Up resources can be found in our Quick Guide to Neurodiversity. 

This offers an overview of the subject together with practical information and a guide to all the ways that Tooled 

Up can help. 

The Tooled Up library is already packed with almost 350 evidence-based resources, including interviews 

with over 80 leading experts from around the world. But, it’s your library and we want to know how else we 

can help you? What new resources would you like to see? Which ones do you love? What could we do better?  

We always value your feedback and want to ensure that we are giving you the resources that you need.  Email us at 

research@tooledupeducation.com to let us know how we are doing! 

A quick reminder As a parent at a Tooled Up school, you have full unlimited access to the Tooled Up library. If you 

have not created your account yet, click here to register for an 

account. It takes less than 2 minutes to enter your details and 

unique school PIN: YPS1103 and if you need assistance, we are 

always happy to help. If you already have an account and you have 

forgotten your password, then simply click on any of the resource 

links above, click "Lost your password" and follow the 

instructions. 

Dr Kathy Weston 

Tooled Up Education 

https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/busting-neuromyths-adhd-and-autism-with-dr-jo-van-herwegen
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/how-to-live-joyfully-and-successfully-with-adhd-with-dr-ned-hallowell
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/positive-parenting-toolkit-supporting-parents-support-children-with-dr-vilas-sawrikar
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/a-parents-and-educators-guide-to-adhd-medication
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/a-parents-and-educators-guide-to-adhd-medication
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/the-autistic-child-what-every-parent-or-carer-needs-to-know-with-dr-sophia-mooncey-and-adele-devine
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/neuro-affirming-resources-to-help-young-people-understand-neurodiversity
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/neuro-affirming-resources-to-help-young-people-understand-neurodiversity
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-neurodiversity-and-related-tooled-up-resources
mailto:research@tooledupeducation.com
http://www.tooledupeduction.com/register
http://www.tooledupeduction.com/register
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/neuro-affirming-resources-to-help-young-people-understand-neurodiversity
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Coming Up 

You can find the Yarm School calendar for the 
Autumn Term by clicking here 

NOVEMBER 2024 

Mon 11 Remembrance assembly 

  Anti-Bullying Week 

  Activities Carousel 2 begins (Y4-6) 

  YPSSC (6pm; Library) 

Tue 12  NEJS Chess Tournament 

  (QEGS; 8.15am depart, 5.30pm return) 

Wed 13 ***NEW DATE*** Informal Concert (4-5pm) 

Thu 14  Stephenson Charity Morning 

Fri 15   U10 Girls’ Hockey v Barnard Castle 

  (away; 2.15pm start, 4.30pm return) 

  U11 Girls’ Hockey v Barnard Castle 

  (home; 2.15pm start) 

Sat 16  Senior School Christmas Craft Fair 

Tue 19  Curiosity Emporium (1pm; Library) 

  U8 Rugby training with Durham 

  (away; 2pm start, 4.15pm return) 

  Y2 Silver Stories visit to Middleton Hall 

  (4.45pm return) 

Wed 20 Year 6 Senior School Taster Afternoon 

  (3-6.30pm) 

Thu 21  U9 Girls’ Hockey v Durham School 

  (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm return) 

  U9 Rugby Festival at DCSF 

  (1.30pm start, 4pm return) 

Fri 22  NEJS Mass Participation Sports 

  (Green Lane/Senior School; 11am-3pm) 

  Flu Vaccinations for Reception-Year 6 

Sat 23  Prep Ball (PAA; 7pm) 

Mon 25 ABRSM examinations 

  Y3 Activities Carousel 2 begins 

  (Arkwright/Brunel still swimming) 

Tue 26  Beatbox workshops 

Wed 27 Beatbox workshops 

Thu 28  Beatbox workshops 

Fri 29  U10/11 Hockey v Red House 

  (away; 2.15pm start, 3.55pm return) 

  U10/11 Rugby v Durham School 

  (home; 2.15pm start) 

DECEMBER 2024 

Mon 2  Clubs and activities finish this week 

  No Year 3 swimming today 

  Reports to parents 

Tue 3  EYFS Nativity Performance (Prep Hall; 2.230pm) 

  Nursery Information Event for new starters 

Wed 4  Prep Carol Service (PAA; 5.30pm) 

Thu 5  Pre-Prep Nativity (Prep Hall; 5pm) 

Term Dates 

Autumn Term 2024 
Half term begins   Friday, 18th October 2024  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 4th November 2024 

Term ends    Friday, 13th December 2024  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2025 
Pupils return    Monday, 6th January 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 20th February 2025  

    (after school) 

INSET Day Friday  21st February 2025 

Pupils return    Monday 3rd March 2025 

Term ends Friday  4th April 2025 (after school) 

Summer Term, 2025 
Pupils return    Wednesday, 23rd April 2025 

Bank Holiday    Monday, 5th May 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 22nd May 2025  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 2nd June 2025 

Term ends    Thursday, 3rd July 2025  

(after Prize Giving) 

Celebration Assembly 

Head Teacher Award: Year 4—Felicity T. Year 5—

Hattie P. (2), Beatrice T. Year 6—Annabelle M. 

 Values Endeavour 

3B Chloe X. Rose S. 

3J Ethan S. Honey C. 

3P Poppy C-W. Isabelle F. 

4F Senon W. Buddy T. 

4J Edie P. Oscar W. 

4SU Jayden W. Ahaana C. 

5G Austin O. Henry F. 

5S Harrison G. Dara J. 

5W Amani R. Mana H. 

6H Rory B. Rosa W. 

6K  Jack A. Manha A. 

6L Aice W. Angus F. 

https://www.yarmcalendar.org/
https://www.yarmcalendar.org/

