
It  has been lovely to welcome back 

our pupils after the Easter break, 

being greeted with a refreshing 

energy and a dist inct lack of lethargy 

at the gates in the morning. Their 

enthusiasm to be in school is a hugely 

rewarding aspect of working at Yarm.  

For those lucky enough to have been 

involved in one of the many and 

varied trips over Easter, I have heard 

posit ive comments from pupils about 

their experiences and grat itude 

towards staff whose t ime went into 

coordinat ing and running such varied 

and interest ing opportunit ies. I have 

also been delighted to get reports of 

the exemplary behaviour of our pupils 

whilst  away, represent ing the school 

with real dist inct ion and noted by

members of the public at a number of 

dest inat ions.

Next week, we welcome our latest 

speaker in the Enrichment Lecture 

series, recounting his record-breaking 

polar adventures and explorat ions: 

more details on the next page, but I do 

hope that pupils will take the 

opportunity to enrich and extend 

their horizons as our speaker, Alex 

Hibbert has done in his expedit ions.  

Alongside reflect ions from former 

pupil Poppy Joy, Mr Edwards provides 

a helpful summary of the careers 

opportunit ies and presentat ions on 

offer this term - a broad and 

fascinat ing programme to support 

pupils thinking about next steps.

The results of this year's Yarm 

Apprent ice competit ion are revealed 

within, too, with a range of challenges 

forming a really product ive and 

creat ive learning process for those 

who took part  as evidenced by their 

reflect ions on what they got out of 

taking part .  Congratulat ions to Jack 

on his victory this year. As well as the 

forthcoming YSA summer ball - 

details within - we look forward to 

another in the wonderful Concert and 

Cake series of informal concerts on 

May 2nd and, more imminent ly, 

t ickets are selling fast for the next 

extraordinary musical collaborat ion 

with the Wildcats of Kilkenny on April 

27th, which will see our pupils 

perform in what promises to be a 

night not to be missed.

Dr Huw Williams
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HEADMASTER'S WELCOME

Well done to all First  and Second Year 

pupils who part icipated in this 

competit ion. We received some amazing 

designs! The winner of the competit ion 

was Jude Shawgi (O1LHO).

Ms H Blakemore

COMMUNITY ACTION GROUP EASTER EGG COMPETITION
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On Wednesday 24th April, we are 

very excited to welcome Alex 

Hibbert. Alex is the world 

record-holding polar traveller who 

has skied further on an unsupported 

Arct ic journey than anyone in history, 

and is one of only 11 people to have 

broken the polar unsupported 

1000-mile barrier. In July 2008, Alex 

completed his 1374-mile, 113-day 

?Long Haul? return crossing of a new 

ice sheet route along with team-mate 

George Bullard. They received no 

resupplies or physical support and 

completed the final week on almost 

no food. In addit ion to a pract ical 

workshop with some of our outdoor 

educat ion students, Alex will be 

discussing his travels and 

experiences, in what promises to be a 

hugely excit ing and unique talk. 

Highly act ive in the polar and cold 

regions, Alex has led independent 

projects for well over a decade. 

Journeys since the Long Haul journey 

have included a high-speed icecap 

crossing (330 miles in less than 12 

days), an on-going Dark Ice Project 

(North Pole in winter via a novel 

route) and nearly half a year living 

with the Polar Eskimos.

He is a prolific speaker with business 

clients including Rolls-Royce and 

Aberdeen Asset Management, and 

has also been a guest speaker at both 

Cambridge University and the Oxford 

Union. Alex has authored four books; 

The Long Haul, Maybe, Kalaallit  

Nunaat and Polar Eskimo, and has 

appeared as an expert commentator 

on Sky News, the BBC, Channel 4, 

FIVE and for nat ional newspapers. 

His photographic collect ion has been 

published in every corner of the globe 

and he has been a BBC Wildlife 

Photographer of the Year finalist  

three t imes - this passion for the 

natural world leading to a degree in 

biology from Oxford University.

Alex has been described as 

?ground-breaking? by Sir Ranulph 

Fiennes, ?passionate?  and fascinat ing? 

by Wanderlust magazine and his 

strong writ ing style has attracted 

both accolades and debate. He has a 

growing social media audience 

exceeding 100,000 subscribers.

Alex?s lecture will be a rare 

opportunity to hear from such a 

ground-breaking and experienced 

explorer. It  will take place on 

Wednesday 24th April at  16:15, and 

as always, it  would be lovely to see 

some of you there. Do email at  

rcw@yarmschool.org if you would 

like further information.

Mr R Williams

ENRICHMENT LECTURE: ALEX HIBBERT - POLAR EXPLORER

19th April 2024

mailto:rcw@yarmschool.org


9th February 2024NEWS 19th April 2024

CAREER PRESENTATIONS - SUMMER TERM

Week 2 Tue 23rd April, 1300 - 
1330 (FT) 

Nursing 
Isobel Francis-Jones will talk about her experiences and 
opportunit ies within the career of nursing 

Thu 25th April
1300 - 1330 (P3)

Exploring Gap Years
Claudia Bettson-Burdett  of Project Trust will present and take 
quest ions on how to explore opportunit ies for a gap year

Fri 26th April
1300 - 1330 (P3)

Law
Charles Rowell, former pupil and current solicitor degree apprent ice, 
will give advice and guidance on his experience undertaking a 
degree apprent iceship in law

Fri 26th April
1245 -1330 (B1)

Studying abroad whilst  at  university 
Matthew Heathcote, former pupil and current student of Nott ingham 
(Economics) will discuss his experiences of and the benefits of a 
year abroad within a university degree programme

Week 3 Thu 2nd May
1300 - 1330 (P3)

RAF 
Sgt Brian Tumilty of the RAF will give a presentat ion and take 
quest ions on opportunit ies within the RAF

Week 4 Fri 10th May
1245 - 1330 (B1)

Banking
Ayoosh Choudhary will discuss his experience working in Investment 
Banking

Week 5 Mon 13th May
1300 - 1330 (P3)

Brit ish Army & Engineering
2nd Lieutenant Scott  Pillinger, a young officer from the Royal 
Electrical and Mechanical Engineers, who completed their Officer 
training will present on opportunit ies within the Brit ish Army
Brit ish Army & Engineering

HALF TERM

Week 1 Tue 4th June
1245 - 1330 (FT)

Business, Enterprise, Design, Construct ion
Gary Giles, a Dragons? Den success will discuss his experiences 
working with Ogel, the UK?s leading eco-friendly garden building 
specialists Business, Enterprise, Design, Construct ion

Week 2 Tue 11th June
1245 - 1330 (FT)

Studying in Leeds
Victoria Pearce from Leeds Beckett  will discuss the offerings of the 
university, its courses and student life living in Leeds

Thu 13th June
1245 - 1330 (FT)

Choosing a university and course
Elle Zientek from Lancaster University will discuss how to choose the
right university and course, and how best to do your research

Week 3 Tue 18th June
1245 - 1330 (FT)

Financing Business
Jonanthan Gold will discuss his work involving planning a business 
with ambit ion to grow

Fri 21st June
(TBC)

Pilot ing & Aeronaut ical Engineering
An opportunity for L6 students to visit  Draken at Teesside Airport  
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We recent ly 

caught up 

with Poppy 

Joy who left  

Yarm School 

last summer 

and has 

embarked 

on an excit ing career in the world of 

fashion. Poppy took a chance on 

choosing not to go to university, but 

rather to launch herself direct ly into 

her chosen profession. 

Tell us about  your current  role? 

What  does a normal day look like 

for you?

I current ly work in fashion PR and 

communicat ions which involves 

working alongside some of the 

largest internat ional fashion 

companies to ensure promotion of 

new products reach target audiences 

via the use of different market ing 

channels. I work 5 days in the office 

which means I work an all round job 

when it  comes to PR, every day is 

different and usually involves 

packing and sending samples out to 

stylists for magazine shoots and 

celebrit ies, creat ing PR packages for 

influencers and press to promote 

new releases and working from the 

in the office showroom to ensure 

new product is featured. I also cover 

press for certain brand accounts 

which involves reading fashion 

magazines such as Vogue on the daily 

which I love.

How did you land this current  role? I 

think you did an internship 

beforehand. Can you tell us about  

that  and the applicat ion process for 

your current  job?

            After deciding not to go to 

University and deciding to dive 

straight into work , I used 

connect ions within the fashion 

industry to gain an internship for a 

fashion rental company where I was 

able to take on mult iple roles and 

gain valuable experience. Pretty 

Lit t le Thing offered me an internship 

with them off the experience I had 

previously gained and here I worked 

a PR role which I loved and knew I 

wanted to carry on with this role. I 

relocated to London for this 

internship which lasted around a 

month , when it  ended I decided to 

stay down in London and ended up 

applying for the job I now have.

How are you adapt ing to living in 

London? Does that  feel like a big 

change from your previous life in 

Teesside? What  are the best  parts of 

it  and what  has been more 

challenging?

          I love living in London. I always 

knew I wanted to live in a big city at 

one point in my life but honest ly 

thought that would be a long t ime in 

the future. I?m very extroverted so I 

love how social London is, I enjoy 

going out and dressing up which I 

never got to do as much in Teesside. 

Luckily I knew people down in 

London so it  was pretty easy for me 

to integrate into London life. It?s 

extremely different to Teesside 

however I come home regularly to 

see my family which I?m so grateful I 

am able to do as often as I can. I had 

four days to move down to London so 

it  was very stressful to begin with 

trying to find both accommodation 

and pack all my things, I wasn?t sure 

how it  was going to work out but i?m 

so glad I took the risk as I now feel 

like i?m living my dream life!

What would you say prepared you 

well for your current  work? Are 

there experiences you had at  school, 

or maybe outside of school that  

have helped you in your journey?

         I honest ly don?t think I could 

have prepared for what I?m doing 

now, certain experiences throughout 

my life definitely helped shape 

resilience which massively helped 

when it  came to gett ing rejected 

from certain jobs. I like to always be 

posit ive about things that don?t 

always work out as even though it  

can be frustrat ing there?s always 

something better that comes later 

down the line. 

  

POPPY JOY CAREER CATCH UP

19th April 2024
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I know it?s early days but  how do 

you see your career developing? 

What  might  be the next  steps, and 

what  would be the dream job and 

locat ion?

            My ult imate dream is to live in 

Malibu and own my own designer 

vintage store or my own clothing 

brand. For the near future, i?m 

staying down in London and gaining 

relevant industry experience. I would 

like to travel around South East Asia 

and spend a few summers in Ibiza 

before I move to California and sett le 

down with a job out there. 

What advice would you give to 

other students perhaps considering 

a similar type of career in your 

sector?

          Take on any opportunity given to 

you even if it?s not exact ly what you 

want to do within the industry, 

experience is the most valuable and 

crucial component when applying for 

jobs in fashion. My first  few 

internships were unpaid but the 

experience gained from them helped 

me achieve my first  paid job. Also 

don?t be afraid to ask around, if you 

know someone or have any 

connect ions, the worst someone can 

say is ?no? and most of the t ime 

people would be more than happy to 

help. 

Mr S Edwards

  

POPPY JOY CAREER CATCH UP

19th April 2024
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After two terms, 22 competitors, 6 

tasks (plus one subtask), 8 Lord 

Sugars, and some fantast ic challenges 

including designing a Wellbeing 

Package for a Law Firm, competing to 

sell raffle t ickets, manning and 

running a stall at  the YSA Christmas 

Fair, designing Alumni merchandise, 

adding value to a bag of Boyes 

miscellany, developing a "5 minutes 

craft" Vlog for EYFS children and 

branding and market ing a new 

shampoo... Yarm Apprent ice has 

reached its conclusion. 

£1095.75 has been raised for Shelter, 

Save the Children, Breast Cancer 

Now, Young Minds and our own 

Music School.

I am delighted to announce...

The Winner of Yarm Apprent ice 2024 

is Jack Van Niekerk

The Runner up of Yarm Apprent ice 

2024 is Ishita Pathare. 

The Peer Voted Awards are as 

follows:

Outstanding Leader - Ishita Pathare

Outstanding Team Player - Alex 

Walton

Outstanding Creat ivity - Olivia Miller 

& Oliver Ayton

Massive thanks must go to my "Tim & 

Claude", AKA Mr Menzies and Arhana 

Pradeep who have both been my 

extra eyes and ears, sounding boards 

and unwavering support, and 

superbly enthusiast ic throughout the 

process and of course to my amazing 

Lord Sugars: Lucy Adams and Leah 

Duffield (Knights Law Firm), Rory 

Stephen (YSA), Imy Slack (FP), Lisa 

Saddington (our own Finance 

Department), Joanne Speight (Head 

of Pre-Prep) and Tom Newman and 

Josh Alexander (Senior School).

And thank you to all the fabulously 

enthusiast ic Lower Sixth who 

competed this year and developed 

such a breadth of employability skills 

whilst  taking part .

Miss C E Rhodes

THE WINNER TAKES IT ALL

Not only have I found Yarm 

Apprent ice extremely enjoyable and 

excit ing, it  has also been excellent for 

developing soft  skills such as team 

working and present ing. Each task 

presented to us was a new and 

excit ing challenge, test ing different 

strengths. 

My personal favourite task was the 

final ?create a shampoo brand? task, as 

it  gave me a chance to prove myself 

and ult imately culminated in winning 

YA. I really enjoyed the creat ive 

aspect in this task, but especially 

enjoyed the depth of the task. We had 

to create logos, design the product, 

determine pricing, and gather 

research. It  was also my first  

opportunity to be Project Manager, so 

the stakes were high! But I did also 

really enjoy the Christmas Craft  Fair 

task as it  gave me a chance to sell 

produce and communicate with 

customers.

Another fantast ic part  of YA was the 

Boardroom where each team got a 

chance to present their ideas and a 

winner would be selected by one of 

the Lord Sugars. Present ing puts me 

far out of my comfort  zone, however I 

think that this skill has improved 

during the process of YA.  

Part icipat ing in Yarm Apprent ice has 

massively increased my confidence 

and given me skills and a new found 

confidence that I will take forward 

into my future career. 

Jack Van Niekerk (Winner)

I really enjoyed doing Yarm 

Apprent ice as it  allowed me to gain a 

lot  of experience in working within a 

team and using my leadership skills - I 

was able to apply any feedback from 

one task to the next and it  allowed me 

to improve over the course of the 

act ivity. I also really enjoyed the 

competit ive aspect of it  and the ability 

YARM APPRENTICE REFLECTIONS
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to compete with others as it  made the 

experience excit ing and fun, especially 

if the competit ion was happening in 

real t ime - like when we were selling 

items in the Dovecote for a part icular 

task. I think the act ivity is really good 

for anyone as it  is accessible and fun, 

it  lets you gain lots of experience in 

pitching and dealing  with many 

different situat ions while also giving 

the chance to raise lots of money for 

good causes.

Ishita Pathare (Outstanding Leader 

Award)

For the last two terms Upper Sixth 

student Arhana has assisted with 

Yarm Apprent ice. She shares her 

reflect ions...

My role as Yarm Apprent ice Student 

Facilitator was to aid and provide 

guidance to both Miss Rhodes and the 

Lord Sugars. I did this through 

observing competing teams, 

part icipat ing in the Boardroom, and 

advising on points. I part icularly 

enjoyed this role, as it  was an 

opportunity to learn from my 

experience last year (when I was Peer 

Voted Outstanding Team Player), and 

to reflect on the different skills 

needed during the series of 

business-related tasks. It  also taught 

me to think crit ically and analyse 

when hearing the candidates' ideas. 

As well as this, this experience has 

helped me to gain a deeper 

understanding of good business 

decisions. Overall, my role as Yarm 

Apprent ice Student Facilitator has 

been thoroughly congenial and 

compelling, which I have benefited 

from great ly. I am thankful for this 

opportunity, and wish the best of luck 

to the next student facilitator.

Arhana Pradeep

(Upper Sixth, Yarm Apprent ice 

Student Facilitator)

YARM APPRENTICE REFLECTIONS CONTINUED
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THE PAA

CIRQUE THE GREATEST SHOW

Tuesday 28th and Wednesday 29th May (Both) 3pm 
and 7pm
Book Online Here

THE REAL THING

Friday 24th May, 7.30pm
Book Online Here

19th April 2024

CHAKA - THE MUSIC OF CHAKA KHAN 

Friday 3rd May, 7.30pm
Book Online Here

Honouring the fabulous legendary singer and songwriter who 

has capt ivated audiences and inspired generat ions of singers 

for over five decades with her funk, soul, pop and dance hits, 

Chaka ? The Music of Chaka Khan is the ult imate musical 

t ribute celebrat ing an icon.

Best known for their legendary hits ?You To Me Are Everything?, 

?Can?t Get By Without You? and ?Can You Feel the Force?, as well as 

their ground-breaking 1977 song, ?Children of the Ghetto?, The Real 

Thing remain Britain?s most successful black group of all-t ime. 

With special guest Ritchie Sampson from the mult i-award winning 

group, Soul Kinda Wonderful.

Returning for 2024 a brand new show!

Where Musical Theatre Meets Circus, It 's t ime to step into the 

light. Escape with us for a night like no other, where we take you 

into a world where the very best of musical theatre 

showstoppers meets jaw-dropping circus spectacular. A world 

that explodes into colour as everyone?s favourite West End and 

Broadway hits combine with breath-taking, amazing 

performances, incredible contort ionists, and thrilling feats of 

agility and flair.

https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/cirque-the-greatest-show-2/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/cirque-the-greatest-show-2/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/cirque-the-greatest-show-2/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/the-real-thing/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/the-real-thing/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/the-real-thing/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/chaka-the-music-of-chaka-khan/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/chaka-the-music-of-chaka-khan/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/chaka-the-music-of-chaka-khan/
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