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The Phoenix Flier 

Welcome to this week’s edition of the Phoenix Flier which rounds up the pursuits and adventures of our school 

community. There is certainly a great deal going on and this issue reports on fixtures, eco club, science investigations, the 

recent house typing competition and much more! At this time in the term our activities and clubs are in full swing. There 

is an abundance of extra curricular exploration taking place with clubs happening before school, at lunchtime and after 

school, and activities on a Monday and Wednesday during lesson 6. It was one such activity, Community Spirit, that saw 

our pupils send gorgeous thank you notes and cards to members of staff this week. Over the next few weeks they will be 

looking for other ways to show gratitude and spread kindness.  

The significance of kindness and gratitude within our school community cannot be overstated. It fosters a positive and 

inclusive environment, promoting a sense of belonging for all. When we treat each other with empathy and respect, it 

creates a culture that encourages collaboration, teamwork, and a shared commitment to learning of all kinds. Showing 

gratitude helps to cultivate an atmosphere where everyone feels valued and recognised for their contributions. 

Furthermore, experiencing kindness and being thanked for your efforts helps us to feel safe and supported, and leads to 

improved mental well-being. As staff we always aim to model gratitude and display kindness. It sets a powerful example, 

reinforcing our School Values which help to lay the foundations upon which our pupils can flourish. 

Bill Sawyer 

Head’s Challenge: I lead 

the way into the unknown, and bring 

strength where there is fear. I am the 

creator of invention, and the maker of 

all adventure. What am I?  

Photo of the Week: Year 3 have been investigating shadows in science this week. 
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The new classrooms have been well received by Year 3. Here are some of their thoughts… 

I love the size and how light it is. I like the green paint because it makes me feel cosy and relaxed. 

Leah R. 

It’s so much bigger than the old 3J and we can all sit on the carpet for 

phonics! 

Senon W.  

I really enjoy eating lunch in the new dining hall with my friends. 

Hannah M. 

It’s really modern and the furniture is clean and new. 

Harrison V. 

The walls are peaceful and calming colours. 

Jayden G.  

I like the new lunch hall because it’s much quicker and we can sit to 

eat with our friends. 

Max H.  

Year 3 New Build 
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In Eco Club we were 

surveying our Global 

Citizenship impact and 

effectiveness.  

As a school we needed to 

check whether the 

kitchen were thinking 

about the global impact 

on the choices they make 

when purchasing food 

products.  

Pippa was given a time 

limit and managed to find 

three items in under 50 

seconds!  

Mr Pengilley 

Eco Club 

UNIFORM UPDATE 
We have recently reviewed the Pre-Prep and Prep PE and Games kit, in particular the white shorts and socks. A 

number of parents have commented that white is not the easiest colour to keep clean. 

Moving forward the PE and Games kit will be the current navy games top or rugby top  and navy shorts or skort 

and games socks. I hope that you will agree that this will be a more serviceable colour when it comes to 

laundering. As all pupils will already have the navy games kit there is no need to purchase any additional 

items. The white PE kit can still be used until the end of the school year. 

To confirm - the white PE shorts and white PE socks going forward will now no longer be needed. 

The white PE polo shirt with house colours however will still be needed for Sports day and summer activities 

such as tennis and athletic meets. 

Please feel free to get in touch with me if you have any further questions or you would like to make an 

appointment for the Uniform Showroom. 

Mrs Porter, Uniform Showroom Manager 

mailto:uniformshop@yarmschool.org?subject=Prep%20uniform
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Year 3 have been investigating 

shadows in science this week. 

Mr Pengilley 

Year 3 Science 

Holiday School Dates 

Easter 2024:  

2nd to 5th April (4 days) 

Summer 2024:  

15th July to 2nd August (15 days) 
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Under 11 Netball v Barnard Castle 

The girls were really nice, they played fairly and were just kind people. They were quite competitive but fortunately we won 6-

3, but it was close. Player of the match for Barnard Castle was a girl called Bella who was also probably the best player from 

their team. We gave it to her because she played a lot of the 

match and also tried extremely hard. 

Our girls worked really well together as a team and managed 

to score 6 goals. We all tried really hard and had an amazing 

time. Everyone on my team put 110 % effort into the matches. 

What worked well was how we did a few long passes and then 

shot at goal. It worked well and it was fast.  

Emily Q. 

On Friday 12th January, the Year 5 girls played a home fixture 

against Barnard Castle school. We played two teams. On my 

team, both teams played an 

excellent game and the 

finishing score was 25-18. 

We had a lovely afternoon. 

Even though it was cold, both 

teams showed a competitive 

attitude to playing Netball. The 

Yarm shooters were very good 

and scored almost all of the 

goals that they could. Because 

of the accurate shooting, Yarm 

quickly took the lead. The 

Barnard Castle shooters were 

also very good and got many in 

but Yarm’s defence got a lot of 

their rebounds. The players 

who were based in the centre 

third took excellent control of 

keeping the ball with the Yarm 

school players. It was a fast 

paced, yet fun game of netball. 

Annalise D. 

The Year 4s have begun their half-term of gymnastics and 

enjoyed exploring the apparatus together. Over the next few 

weeks the pupils will work on their climbing, balance, jumping 

and landing safely and working together to design apparatus 

stations for the group to use.  

The children highlighted what they had achieved in their first 

lesson using our new PE VERB WALL.  

Mrs Redhead-Sweeney 

 

PE and Games 



Phoenix Flier 763  Friday 19th January 2024 

 6 

Our first house competition of the new year saw Brunel 

continue their winning ways with success in the second even 

House Typing event. On average Brunellians were able to 

record an average speed of 19.6 words per minute to retain 

their title, pipping Telford who came second with an average 

of 19.2 wpm. Stephenson (17.3 wpm) came third, with 

Arkwright securing fourth with 15.7 wpm.  

As expected, the fastest typists in school came from Year 6. 

Zara Paul (Stephenson), Ahmad Ifrahim (Telford) and Rebecca 

Nicholson (Telford) topped the speed charts overall with an 

incredible 43 wpm. The fastest in the other year groups were 

as follows: Year 5—Rory Brearey (Brunel; 31 wpm); Year 4—

Aditi Kumar (Stephenson; 29 wpm); Year 3– Karunya Garg 

(Brunel; 31 wpm). 

Well done to all who took part.  

Mr Stone 

'Open house’ visits for parents and pupils have been arranged 

to tour the facilities (between 4pm and 4.15pm) in groups on 

the following dates:   

Tue 30/1 - Year 3   

Weds 31/1 - Pre-Prep  

Thurs 1/2 - Pre-Prep  

Thu 8/2 - Year 4  

Wed 28/2 - Year 6  

Fri 1/3 - Year 5  

Wed 13/3 - Former Prep pupils currently in Senior School and 

parents 

Mr Stone 

New Build Open House 

House Typing 

https://bit.ly/yarmcurriculum
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O 
ne thing about parenting: it is a journey! When every day throws up new questions and challenges, from 

friendship groups to body changes to exam stress, it can feel like one has to become an instant expert in 

a whole new field every day. 

That’s where Tooled Up comes into its own. One hundred schools and organisations subscribe to access 

our platform, and we receive a vast range of parenting questions every week. In response, to date, we have created 

nearly 800 resources on a huge range of topics.  

Ever wondered what other parents have asked our research team? Our A-Z of Frequently Asked Parenting 

Questions gives a great overview of the most common questions and concerns that parents put to Tooled Up. 

If you ever feel overwhelmed by the amount of content on our site, use our quick guides for an easy-to-digest overview 

of some of our most popular subjects. Each guide links to different Tooled Up resources available to you. Here are 

some of the most popular: 

Our Quick Guide to Neurodiversity offers key terms for beginning to navigate autism, ADHD, OCD and more, with 

links to expert panels, conference recordings and support resources. 

We have a Quick Guide to Anxiety which helps with identifying the symptoms of anxiety, starting points for parents 

to help, and links to our many resources on coping strategies and staying calm. Our Guide to Self-Harm contains 

resources to help you give optimal support to children and young people. 

Emotional Literacy refers to our ability to recognise our emotions, and the strategies we use to cope with difficult 

feelings. Our Quick Guide to Emotional Literacy gives you some tangible ideas for promoting emotional literacy 

within family life. Many of these tips are just as useful for adults! 

For parents of teenagers trying to keep up with the range of substances available to to them at parties, on social media 

or through peer groups, our partnership with the with drug education charity The DSM Foundation has led to guides 

on energy drinks, alcohol, vaping, cannabis, nitrous oxide, as well as cocaine, MDMA and ketamine.  

Remember, “it takes a village to raise a child” so thank you for allowing us to support you! 

The Tooled Up library is already packed with almost 350 evidence-based resources, including interviews with 

over 80 leading experts from around the world. But, it’s your library and we want to know how else we can 

help you? What new resources would you like to see? Which ones do you love? What could we do better?  

We always value your feedback and want to ensure that we are giving you the resources that you need.  Email 

us at research@tooledupeducation.com to let us know how we are doing! 

As a parent at a Tooled Up school, you have full unlimited access to the Tooled Up library. If you have not created 

your account yet, click here to register for an account. It takes less than 2 minutes to enter your details and unique 

school PIN: YPS1103 and if you need assistance, we are always happy to help at support@tooledupeducation.com.  If 

you already have an account and you have forgotten your password, click on any of the resource links above, click 

"Lost your password" and follow the instructions. 

Dr Kathy Weston 

Tooled Up Education 

https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/an-a-z-of-frequently-asked-parenting-questions-and-how-tooled-up-can-help
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/an-a-z-of-frequently-asked-parenting-questions-and-how-tooled-up-can-help
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-neurodiversity-and-related-tooled-up-resources
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-anxiety-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-self-harm-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-emotional-literacy-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-energy-drinks
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-alcohol-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-vaping-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-cannabis-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-nitrous-oxide-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-cocaine-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-mdma-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-ketamine-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
mailto:research@tooledupeducation.com
http://www.tooledupeduction.com/register
mailto:suuport@tooledupeducation.com
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Coming Up 

You can find the Yarm School calendar for the 

Spring Term by clicking here 

JANUARY 2024 

Sat 20  Open Morning (9am-12noon) 

Mon 22 Year 6 Drama Week begins 

  House Chess begins 

  STEAM Person of the Week—Thomas Hanson 

Tue 23  U8 Football/Netball with Clifton 

  (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm return) 

Wed 24 Primary Schools Singing Day 

  (PAA performance at 2.15pm) 

Thu 25  U9 Netball v Red House/Durham 

  (home; 2pm start) 

  Year 1 Plane Fuselage visit 

Fri 26  Year 6 Drama Week Performance 

  (New Hall; 4.15pm) 

  U10 Hockey v Cundall Manor 

  (away; 2.15pm start, 4pm return) 

  U10 Netball v Cundall Manor 

  (home; 2pm start) 

  U11 Hockey v Teesside High 

  (home; 2pm start) 

Mon 29 House Chess—Matchday 2 

Tue 30  New Build Open House—Year 3 parents 

Wed 31 New Build Open House—Pre-Prep parents 

  National Schools General Knowledge Quiz heat 

  House Chess—Matchday 3 

Term Dates 

Spring Term 2023 
Half Term Begins  Thursday 15th February 2024 

    (after school) 

INSET    Friday 16th February 2024 

Pupils Return   Monday 26th February 2024 

Finish    Thursday 28th March 2024 

    (after school; no after school care) 

Summer Term 2024 
Pupils Return   Thursday 18th April 2024 

Bank Holiday   Monday 6th May 2024 

Half Term Begins  Thursday 23rd May 2024 

    (after school) 

Pupils Return   Monday 3rd June 2024 

Finish    Thursday 4th July 2024 

    At 12 noon 

    (after school; no after school care) 

Autumn Term 2024 

Preparation Day   Tuesday, 27th August 2024 

    Wednesday, 28th August 2024 

All pupils return   Thursday, 29th August 2024 

Half term begins   Friday, 18th October 2024  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 4th November 2024 

Term ends    Friday, 13th December 2024  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2025 
Pupils return    Monday, 6th January 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 20th February 2025  

    (after school) 

INSET Day Friday  21st February 2025 

Pupils return Monday 3rd March 2025 

Term ends Friday  4th April 2025 (after school) 

Summer Term, 2025 
Pupils return    Wednesday, 23rd April 2025 

Bank Holiday    Monday, 5th May 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 22nd May 2025  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 2nd June 2025 

Term ends    Thursday, 3rd July 2025  

(after Prize Giving) 

Celebration Assembly 

Head Teacher Awards:  

Year 6: Trisha K. (2), Hannah C. (2)  

 Values Endeavour 

3H Ayah B. Felicity T. 

3J Edie T. Leah R. 

3P Myla GB. Theodore C. 

4F Monty B. Gonzalo V. 

4J Freddie W. Ralph E. 

4S Ted H. Georgie D-B. 

5G Imogen C. Roland M. 

5H Felicity W. Henry St. 

5K Ayanna K. Amaya S. 

6H Ahmad I. Thea S. 

6L 
Phoenix E. 

Flynn N. 
Tallulah M. 

6W Lewis D. Anwita D. 

https://www.yarmcalendar.org/
https://www.yarmcalendar.org/

