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The Phoenix Flier 

W 
elcome to our penultimate Phoenix Flier for the term which comes at the end of the week in which 

we enjoyed our annual community carol event for Years 3-6! It was a real treat to hear the school 

in full voice at the Festival of Carols on Tuesday. The pupils sang with absolute conviction and the 

readings were delivered with great clarity. As always, it was a fitting celebration of the true 

meaning of Christmas. As has been the case for a good number of years, it was not long ago that I was watching 

even the oldest of our Prep pupils on stage in their EYFS nativity! One of the many privileges of working in a school 

such as ours is that you see every pupil grow in stature and confidence as they journey through School, this was 

certainly demonstrated once again at our Festival of Carols. I am grateful that many of you were able to join us and 

I hope to hear you sing once more in our annual Carols on the Gate every morning next week. Do come and sing 

with us!   

We were delighted to welcome many parents to the Captain’s Ball in the PAA recently for an evening of excellent 

dining, dancing and entertainment. It is with great pleasure that I can report that as a community we raised over 

£10,600 for Neoangels which supports families of sick and premature babies on the Neonatal Units at the 

University Hospitals of North Tees and James Cook. Thank you for your generosity! Thank you also to the YPSSC 

volunteers and our PAA and Sodexo teams for making the night possible. 

Bill Sawyer Head’s Challenge: What is the shortest complete sentence in the English 

language?  

Photo of the Week: Well done 

to all of the children who took part in 

Tuesday’s Festival of Carols! 
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 Festival of Carols 
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Year 3 have been experimenting with shadow puppets as part of their 

science topic about light. 

Mrs Smith 

Year 3 Science 
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This is an updated copy of the email that was sent out to parents last week. All changes from 

that email are in red. 

Monday 11th December 

Prep School Library Books - Please can all Prep library books be returned today. This will 
allow us to organise all of our library stock in preparation for the exciting transition to our 
new library space. Please can children bring a reading book in from home this week to read 
in school. 

2pm – Some choristers will be singing carols to the residents of Park House Care Home in 
Stockton. Children will be back at school for 3.45pm collection. 

Last donations for our Christmas Mission today. 

PLEASE NOTE: Nursery and Reception finish at 3pm; Y1-2 at 3.15pm; Prep as usual at 
3.45pm. After school care is available. 

Tuesday 12th December 

2.30pm – Year 3 Christmas Show in the Prep Hall. Tickets are issued Friday 8th December. 

Year 3 children will all stay behind after school for tea and preparation for their Christmas Show. 

5.30pm – Year 3 Christmas Show in the Prep Hall. Tickets are issued Friday 8th December. The performance should finish by 
6.15pm. Once finished, refreshments will be available. 

PLEASE NOTE: Nursery and Reception finish at 3pm; Y1-2 at 3.15pm; Prep as usual at 3.45pm. After school care is available. 

Wednesday 13th December 

House General Knowledge Quiz will take place during the morning. 

2pm – Some choristers will be singing carols to the residents of Middleton Retirement Village. Children will be back at school 
for 3.45pm collection. 

Please send any lost property into school that does not belong to your child today. 

PLEASE NOTE: Nursery and Reception finish at 3pm; Y1-2 at 3.15pm; Prep as usual at 3.45pm. After school care is available. 

Thursday 14th December 

Lost Property assembly will take place today, so please have one last look in rooms, bags, wash baskets, etc for any items that 
do not belong to your child! We endeavour to return as much as possible to the rightful owners. 

Last day for entries into Sodexo’s Christmas Gingerbread Competition to be handed in as judging takes place today! 

PLEASE NOTE: Nursery and Reception finish at 3pm; Y1-2 at 3.15pm; Prep as usual at 3.45pm. After school care is available. 

Friday 15th December 

All school bags and kit bags to go home today please. 

Christmas Jumper Day, in aid of Save the Children. Children to bring in £1 to wear a Christmas jumper of their choice. 

During the school day, the children will enjoy their own carol service at Yarm Church. 

Reindeer Run for Teesside Hospice. Antlers are included. We welcome donations via a Just Giving page which can be found 
here. 

School Christmas lunch! 

At the end of term, we shall ensure that your child’s locker is cleared of Christmas cards and that any coats, hats, gloves and 
scarves also find their way home to you. 

PLEASE NOTE: Nursery and Reception finish at 3pm; Y1-2 at 3.15pm; Prep as usual at 3.45pm. After school care is NOT 
available on this day. 

Please ensure you have arranged for your child to be collected from school at 3.45pm. 

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY SCHOOL. If you would like your child to attend, please complete the form which will be emailed to you 
by Mr Simpson. This is always a much enjoyed and busy Holiday School and staffing and outings need to be arranged well in 
advance. 

Mr Stone 

Christmas at the Prep School 

https://www.justgiving.com/page/yarm-preparatory-school-1699971644510?utm_term=M9BEdZNPQ
https://www.justgiving.com/page/yarm-preparatory-school-1699971644510?utm_term=M9BEdZNPQ
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Year 4 made good use of the snow in their games lessons last 

week! 

Year 6 have been learning about how we see things this week 

in their science lessons. They made these pinhole viewers as a 

model to explain how the eye works. 

Mrs Smith 

Pupils of Yarm School are warmly invited to attend a free 

group keyboard lesson with Music Monsters. We are a learn-

through-play programme for children aged 4-7 years, teaching 

youngsters to play through fun games and challenges!  

We will be coming to Yarm School for weekend sessions from 

January 2024, and can’t wait to share our exciting learning 

experience with you.  

To book your free trial lesson, please visit: https://

www.musicmonsters.co.uk/yarm/ 

Royal Northern 

Sinfonia  

12th January, 

7.30pm 

Meet the musicians 

of the North East’s professional orchestra, Royal Northern 

Sinfonia, in four pieces of music that show off just what you 

can do with small groups of wind and string instruments. 

They’re playing two household names, Sergei Prokofiev and 

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, and two composers you probably 

Holiday School Dates 

Christmas 2023:  

18th to 21st December (4 days) 

Easter 2024:  

2nd to 5th April (4 days) 

Summer 2024:  

15th July to 2nd August (15 days) 

Music Monsters 

Year 6 Science 

PE & Games News 

Coming Up at the PAA 

https://www.musicmonsters.co.uk/yarm/
https://www.musicmonsters.co.uk/yarm/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/royal-northern-sinfonia-prokofiev-and-mozart-quintets/12th
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/royal-northern-sinfonia-prokofiev-and-mozart-quintets/12th
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don’t know – Reinhold Glière and Grażyna Bacewicz. 

The South  

Saturday 10th 

February, 

7.30pm  

To celebrate their 

10th year 

anniversary and 30 years since The Beautiful South released 

‘Song For Whoever’, The South are back this February – 

playing shows up and down the whole of the UK. After a 

successful year of touring the theatres and Festivals of the UK 

up and down the country, The South are keeping alive all 

those timeless songs – A Little Time (the number one single), 

Perfect 10, Rotterdam, Old Red Eyes Is Back, Good as Gold, 

Don't Marry Her plus many more singles 

and album tracks 

as well as a few 

choice South 

originals. 

Lindisfarne  

Saturday 17th 

February, 7.30pm  

Legendary 70’s Tyneside folk-rock pioneers Lindisfarne 

present a classic five-piece line-up of long-time members 

fronted by founder-member Rod Clements on vocals, 

mandolin, fiddle and slide guitar.  

For their 2023 tour, Lindisfarne recall a memorable period of 

live shows focussed on the 1977 release of live LP ‘Magic in 

The Air’.  

https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/ts2024/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/lindisfarne-magic-in-the-air/
https://bit.ly/yarmcurriculum
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T 
his week our focus is on ‘Grief Awareness’ and driving compassion towards those who are affected by loss 

and bereavement. In the UK, charity The Good Grief Trust has given the week a theme of “Better 

Together”. Bereavement can make us feel desperately alone and isolated, but knowing that many others 

carry the pain of grief, and having an opportunity to talk about our experiences, can be a crucial source of 

support. 

At Tooled Up we have a range of resources that can help you as the parent or carer of a bereaved child. 

Julia Samuel MBE is the author of the bestselling book Grief Works, a psychotherapist and the co-founder of the 

charity ‘Child Bereavement UK’. In this podcast she talks to Dr Kathy Weston about child bereavement, grief and 

how parents and school staff can support children and young people when someone they love passes away. 

In our webinar on supporting young people through sibling bereavement, we heard from Dr Laura Towers of the 

University of Sheffield, on the impact of sibling loss and different ways to support those affected. 

Author Justin Bowen spoke to Tooled Up about his own family’s experience of loss and what prompted him to write 

support books for parents, schools and children experiencing bereavement. His podcast with Dr Kathy Weston has 

practical ideas and a message of hope and optimism for all adults. You will find his work in our book list of stories to 

help children navigate and make sense of loss and bereavement.  

Dr Weston shares her own thoughts on grief and bereavement in this shorter podcast, and you can access our 

collected tips for supporting children and young people through grief. 

As always, we are already planning webinars and events for 2024. You can find our list of upcoming events here. If 

there’s a question you’d like to be asked during a webinar, please send these in advance 

to kathy@tooledupeducation.com . You can ask for the question to remain anonymous, and no names or identifying 

information will be shared. 

We would like to draw your attention to our newly-announced Live Q&A with Dr Reenee Singh on Parental 

Separation and Divorce. Register here for January 18th 2024, 13:00 GMT.  

T 
he Tooled Up library is already packed with almost 350 evidence-based resources, including 

interviews with over 80 leading experts from around the world. But, it’s your library and we want 

to know how else we can help you? What new resources would you like to see? Which ones do you 

love? What could we do better?  

We always value your feedback and want to ensure that we are giving you the resources that you need.  Email 

us at research@tooledupeducation.com to let us know how we are doing! 

As a parent at a Tooled Up school, you have full unlimited access to the Tooled Up library. If you have not created 

your account yet, click here to register for an account. It takes less than 2 minutes to enter your details and unique 

school PIN: YPS1103 and if you need assistance, we are always happy to help at support@tooledupeducation.com.  If 

you already have an account and you have forgotten your password, click on any of the resource links above, click 

"Lost your password" and follow the instructions. 

Dr Kathy Weston 

Tooled Up Education 

https://uk.bookshop.org/p/books/grief-works-stories-of-life-death-and-surviving-julia-samuel/2728962?ean=9780241270776
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-kathy-weston-talks-with-julia-samuel-mbe-child-bereavement-and-grief
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/supporting-young-people-through-sibling-bereavement-with-dr-laura-towers
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-weston-talks-with-justin-bowen-supporting-bereaved-children-at-school
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/book-list/books-to-help-with-bereavement
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-kathy-weston-thoughts-on-grief
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/grief-and-loss
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/events
mailto:kathy@tooledupeducation.com
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/events/parental-separation-and-divorce-qanda-with-dr-reenee-singh
mailto:research@tooledupeducation.com
http://www.tooledupeduction.com/register
mailto:suuport@tooledupeducation.com
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Coming Up 
You can find the Yarm School calendar by clicking here 

DECEMBER 2023 

Mon 11 Carols in the Care Home 

  Nursery/Reception finishes at 3pm 

  Years 1/2 finish at 3.15pm 

Tue 12  Year 3 Nativity to parents 

  (2.30pm and 5.30pm; Prep Hall) 

  Pre-Prep flu vaccinations 

  Nursery/Reception finishes at 3pm 

  Years 1/2 finish at 3.15pm 

Wed 13 Shawcross Big Band joining us for assembly 

  Carols in the Care Home 

  House General Knowledge Quiz 

  Nursery/Reception finishes at 3pm 

  Years 1/2 finish at 3.15pm 

Thu 14  Lost property assembly (10.20am) 

  Nursery/Reception finishes at 3pm 

  Years 1/2 finish at 3.15pm 

Fri 15  Christmas Jumper Day  

  (bring £1 for Save the Children) 

  Reindeer Run for Teesside Hospice 

  Carols in Yarm Church (Y3-6 pupils only) 

  End of term assembly 

  Nursery/Reception finishes at 3pm 

  Years 1/2 finish at 3.15pm 

  End of term 

  No after school care 

Term Dates 

Spring Term 2023 
Pupils Return   Thursday 4th January 2024 

Half Term Begins  Thursday 15th February 2024 

    (after school) 

INSET    Friday 16th February 2024 

Pupils Return   Monday 26th February 2024 

Finish    Thursday 28th March 2024 

    (after school; no after school care) 

Summer Term 2024 
Pupils Return   Thursday 18th April 2024 

Bank Holiday   Monday 6th May 2024 

Half Term Begins  Thursday 23rd May 2024 

    (after school) 

Pupils Return   Monday 3rd June 2024 

Finish    Thursday 4th July 2024 

    At 12 noon 

    (after school; no after school care) 

Autumn Term 2024 
Preparation Day   Tuesday, 27th August 2024 

    Wednesday, 28th August 2024 

All pupils return   Thursday, 29th August 2024 

Half term begins   Friday, 18th October 2024  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 4th November 2024 

Term ends    Friday, 13th December 2024  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2025 
Pupils return    Monday, 6th January 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 20th February 2025  

    (after school) 

INSET Day Friday  21st February 2025 

Pupils return Monday 3rd March 2025 

Term ends Friday  4th April 2025 (after school) 

Summer Term, 2025 
Pupils return    Wednesday, 23rd April 2025 

Bank Holiday    Monday, 5th May 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 22nd May 2025  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 2nd June 2025 

Term ends    Thursday, 3rd July 2025  

(after Prize Giving) 

Celebration Assembly 

Music Awards:  

Silver: Amelia C., Lolwa S.  

Head Teacher Awards:  

Year 6: Ollie B. (2), Kaira N. (2), Laurel G., James A., Haashir 
I., Brian F. 

 Values Endeavour 

3H Edward G. William D. 

3J Annabelle L. Darcie M. 

3P Louis G. Lucy A. 

4F Austin O. Emma W. 

4J Deia TM. Henry F. 

4S Wilbur M-S. Elizabeth H. 

5G Emily B. Alia M. 

5H Charlie M. Rosa W. 

5K William G. Logan M. 

6H George P. Benjamin F. 

6L Haashir I. Amelia C. 

6W Aphelia S. Vedh A. 

https://www.yarmcalendar.org/

