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The Yarm Preparatory School Newsletter  

A message from Mr Sawyer  

Issue 757—Friday 17th November 2023  

The Phoenix Flier 

INSIDE THIS WEEK… Schools Chess… Year 3 visit Captain Cook Museum… Activities latest ... 

W 
elcome to the weekly round up of life at the Prep School, digested and curated into a range of 

articles and write ups in the form of the Phoenix Flier.  On Wednesday, we relished the 

occasion of our second informal concert of the term in the Prep Hall, offering a number of 

performers the platform to showcase their progress and collaborate with fellow musicians. 

Possessing the confidence to play, speak, perform, or compete in front of an audience is a crucial life skill. Each 

such experience demands meticulous physical practice and mental preparation. The actual performance, 

irrespective of the arena, necessitates adaptability, composure, and giving one's utmost effort. Regardless of 

the outcome, be it anticipated or unforeseen, exposure of this nature aids in cultivating resilience and instils in 

children the belief that they can make a success of opportunities that come their way.  Many thanks to Mr 

Gooding and our VMT’s who helped to prepare the children so well and to all the staff who ensured the event 

ran smoothly.   

Anti-Bullying Week has taken place across the UK this week, providing us with a valuable opportunity for 

introspection on the nature of bullying and appropriate responses. I extend my gratitude to the staff who have 

taken the lead in conducting lessons and assemblies addressing this topic. Instances of various forms of 

bullying are evident in broader society within organisations and many institutions. Consequently, every 

school must address this issue proactively, equipping each child with the tools to recognise and address 

bullying. I encourage you to explore the links to Dr. Kathy Weston's resources on Tooled Up and ask your child 

how to be an upstander in a situation in which someone’s behaviour is having a negative impact on others. 

Bill Sawyer 

Photo of the 

Week:  
A tremendous 

performance from our 

Under 9 chess team in 

the Schools 

Championships at 

QEGS this week. You 

can read Mr Marsh’s in

-depth report inside 

this edition. 

Head’s 

Challenge:  
Spring blossom 

opened, lit up. (5 

letters)  
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Our three chess teams had a good time competing in the Schools Chess 

Championships (formerly HMC Championships), held at Queen Elizabeth Grammar 

School (on the birthday of King Charles III).  

With 14 Under-9 teams and 20 Under-11 teams, it was the largest schools chess 

event to date.  

Our Under-11 A team (Miles Page, Lolwa Soliman, Kaira Nalawade and Henry 

Stanley) found the day to be tough going and they never really hit top form. They 

won three, drew one and lost two of their matches, with captain Miles finishing as 

the team's top scorer with four wins from six games. The Under-11 B team (Eric 

Pinedo Fuentes, Kavan Sidhu, Manha Abdullah and Fathe Chahal) surprised 

themselves by finishing in a meritorious fifth place (ahead of the A team), with only 

three RGS teams and one QEGS team ahead of them. 

Manha was on particularly good form, winning four, drawing one and losing just 

one of her games, to become the top scorer of all our Under-11 players.  

The stars of the show on this occasion were our Under-9 team (Dara 

Jafari, Paari Muthukrishnan, Scarlett Yang and Austin Oman) who won five 

of their six matches and lost only once - to the eventual winners, RGS A. 

After losing to the champions, they chased them all way but just couldn't 

quite make up the gap, although it wasn't for the want of trying; their 

extraordinary run of three consecutive 4-0 victories in the second half of 

the tournament showed how powerful our youngest stars have become. 

Captain Dara led by example, with five wins and one draw - one of the top 

scores in the whole event. 

Mr Marsh 

Schools Chess Championships 
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As part of our history topic this half term, Year 3 visited this fascinating museum in Stewart Park, 

Marton. Having been dropped off by the bus, we walked up to the museum.  

On the way, we looked at the world map which shows Captain Cook’s three voyages to distant 

lands. The day consisted of an activity workshop where the children dressed up in period 

costumes, wrote with feather quills and created some Aboriginal art.  

The rest of the day was spent in the museum looking at the many wonderful artefacts and finding 

out about the life of James Cook from his humble beginnings in Great Ayton to his famous 

voyages. It was also a day when the children discovered what life was like on an 18th  Century 

ship including the dreaded ship’s biscuits!  

Well done to Year 3 for behaving respectfully, listening carefully and learning so many new facts 

about  Captain Cook. 

Mrs Jones 

Year 3 Visit Captain Cook Museum 
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Year 3 are investigating the best material to 

make cycling wear from for use in winter. 

Mr Pengilley 

Year 3 Science 
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Year 6 have been looking at persuasive writing in English this week. 

Miss Whitehouse 

Year 6 Persuasive Writing 

Holiday School Dates 
Christmas 2023: 18th to 21st December (4 days) 

Easter 2024: 2nd to 5th April (4 days) 

Summer 2024: 15th July to 2nd August (15 days) 

PREP AND PRE-PREP DRAMA CLUBS—IMPORTANT 
Please note that there will be no after school drama or yoga/meditation clubs for Prep and Pre-Prep 

children on Thursday 23rd or Friday 24th November. If you would like your child to go into after school 
instead on either of these dates, please contact Mrs Banham or Mrs White. 
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Under 9 Rugby v Newcastle 

School for Boys 

After inspecting the 

waterlogged fields at Green Lane I 

was relieved when NSB offered to 

host us at Northern Rugby Club and 

allow the boys to play. Although the 

pitch was a little heavy in places, the 

boys played exceptionally well.  

Over the course of the term we have worked on our 

passing and tackling and both aspects are progressing 

significantly, which is a credit to them all. Well done 

to all involved. 

Mr Underwood 

Under 11 Hockey v Pocklington 

Last Friday, 45 U11 girls played Pocklington at 

hockey. Everyone had a great time and played some 

superb games. It was hugely enjoyable with lots of 

skills shown and excellent passing from both teams. 

But the cherry on the cake was the Disney singing 

and dancing on the party minibus back to school, 

with the sunset as disco lights! 

Rebecca N. 

Under 10/11 Hockey v Pocklington 

It was great to take 45 girls to Pocklington last Friday 

from Years 5 and 6. Pocklington put together a lovely 

festival type afternoon where the three teams of 

U10s played three matches in total and the three U11 

teams played four games.  

Despite the long journey the girls were in good spirits and really enjoyed the 

afternoon of hockey. This week all of the girls in years 5 and 6 play Barnard 

Castle. Again, it is super to be able to include all despite the opposition not being 

able to match us in numbers of the girls.  

Under 8 Hockey with Ashville 

On Tuesday this week the U8 girls travelled away to Ashville, Harrogate. A 

beautiful rainbow greeted us in our arrival and Ashville out on a super warm up 

before the games started. Our U8’s are progressing well and I have been 

impressed with their efforts thus far.  

Mrs Redhead-Sweeney 

PE and Games News 
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If your child is in Years 3-6 and is interested in taking part in 

individual peripatetic music lessons, please fill in this form and 

Mr Gooding will get back to you.  

Year 6 Brunel finished their Enterprise carousel activity this 

week, culminating in producing and marketing their own 

sweet treats! 

Mr Grundmann 

 

Year 5 Publishers have been working hard to write and publish 

their own story books for Pre Prep this term. They had a lovely 

time sharing their stories with Reception this week and 

receiving great reviews from their audience. Lots of thumbs up 

and smiles all round!  

Mrs Kirk 

Snooker Greats – 

Clash of the Titans 

Monday 18th February, 

7.30pm—Meet and 

greet tickets are 

available 

Join Jimmy White, Steve Davis and Dennis Taylor, as they 

recreate the matches that saw them rise to the top of their 

profession. Snooker legend Dennis Taylor, winner of the 

famous 1985 World Championship Black Ball Final, is your host 

and referee for the evening. A night not to be missed! There 

will also be a Q&A, providing you with the opportunity to pose 

the questions you always wanted to ask.  

Off the Field and 

into the Jungle with 

Mike Tindall MBE  

Tuesday 20th February, 

7.45pm—Meet and 

Greet tickets are available 

Join us for what promises to be a fantastic evening with the 

ex-England Rugby Union and World Cup winning legend, Mike 

Tindall MBE.  

There is no topic off limits with Mike and we look forward to 

welcoming you to what promises to be an outstanding 

evening. 

Year 6 Brunel Enterprise 

Year 5 Telford Publishers Music Lessons 

Christmas Art Competition 

Coming Up at the PAA 

http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/snooker-greats-clash-of-the-titans/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/snooker-greats-clash-of-the-titans/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/off-the-field-and-into-the-jungle-with-mike-tindall-mbe/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/off-the-field-and-into-the-jungle-with-mike-tindall-mbe/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/off-the-field-and-into-the-jungle-with-mike-tindall-mbe/
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Ukrainian National 

Opera - Carmen  

Wednesday 21st 

February, 7:30pm  

After last season’s 

premiere in the UK, we 

are delighted to bring back Dnipro Opera theatre from the 

Ukraine. This opera and ballet theatre has a long-standing 

heritage of top-quality opera productions, and we are excited 

to bring it back to the UK in our 2024 Opera Season.  

Carmen tells the story of the downfall of Don José, a naïve 

soldier who falls head over heels in love with Carmen, a 

seductive, free-spirited femme fatale. The infatuated Don José 

abandons his childhood sweetheart and neglects his military 

duties, only to lose the fickle Carmen to the glamorous 

toreador Escamillo. 

The PAA also offers gift vouchers, which is a great way 

of letting them choose what they want to see.  

***Special Christmas offer: £5.00 off a Print in a tube 

(available until the 1st December)***   

This is a reminder that your whole school group photograph 

taken earlier in the year is still available to view and order via 

the Tempest Ordering website. A weblink is supplied below 

which will take you directly to your photograph and allow you 

to browse the products available and place an order should 

you wish. 

https://htmp.st/160361-370WSG  

If your order is intended as a Christmas gift, we recommend 

placing your order before 1st December to give the best 

chance of receiving your photograph/s back in time. 

Last Friday we came 

together on the playground 

as part of our act of 

Remembrance for this 

year. The still and silent 

minutes spent in the cold 

breeze gave us all the 

opportunity to give thanks 

for the brave souls who 

have paid the ultimate 

sacrifice. It was an 

important mark of respect 

for us as a School and one 

that is always observed appropriately by the pupils and staff. 

Our grateful thanks go to Major Robson who joined us to 

deliver assembly on the day and to Cameron who played the 

bagpipes at the 

service.  

Mr Sawyer 

The Year 3 children 

enjoyed a creative 

task as part of their 

work on 

Remembrance 2023. Using tissue paper, they each designed 

and made a poppy. The children learned about the 

contributions made by people from around the world both 

from the past and the present. Major Robson led the Friday 

Assembly and afterwards all members of the School 

Community shared two minutes of silence on a crisp, 

autumnal morning. 

Mrs Jones 

Tempest Special Offer 

Remembrance  

 

Gingerbread Competition 

https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/ukrainian-national-opera-carmen/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/ukrainian-national-opera-carmen/
https://thepaaonline.ticketsolve.com/ticketbooth/products/regular?_ga=2.257873602.879098118.1605713120-935458996.1600160871
https://htmp.st/160361-370WSG
https://bit.ly/yarmcurriculum
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Click here to buy tickets on Classlist.      In aid of Neoangels. 

https://app.classlist.com/parent/#/events/view/1022200729?s=865351545&utm_source=SCHOOL&utm_medium=SHARED_LINK
https://neoangels.org.uk/
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W 
ith many schools marking Anti-Bullying Week and World Kindness Day, your children will be 

talking through themes at school and are likely to come home full of ideas and questions. How 

can Tooled Up help support the great conversations that have been going on in schools? What 

does research tell us about how to cultivate altruism in children, and what impact this can have 

on the people around them and their own sense of self? 

Professor Robin Banarjee from the University of Sussex is an expert on research into kindness. In our podcast he talks 

with Dr Weston about the impact that observing and performing acts of kindness can have on children. Kindness 

gives children a sense of agency, the belief that they can impact the world around them, and a belief that the world is a 

hopeful and benevolent place. 

Our kindness passport is a great resource to use with younger children. It encourages children to notice all the kind 

things that they do for others. When they do something kind, they take this book to their teacher (or a family 

member) to get it stamped. We’ve included plenty of ideas for them to try, but there’s also lots of space for them to 

write down their own kind acts that we haven’t thought of. 

If you are raising older teens, consider using our conversation starters to kick off a good family discussion 

around values. As a family, how do we treat others? What is our motto? What do we consider to be 'unacceptable' 

behaviour? What is bullying behaviour? Arnd how can we ensure we don't feel tempted to participate in it at school, 

at work or in personal relationships?  

There are two versions of our downloadable activity on treating others 

kindly, one for younger children and one for teenagers. 

It is important our children are encouraged to stand up for others and to 

gently challenge poor treatment when they see it. How can we raise 

upstanders? Here are a few tips for you to consider.  

T 
he Tooled Up library is already packed with almost 350 

evidence-based resources, including interviews with over 80 

leading experts from around the world. But, it’s your library and we want to know how else we can 

help you? What new resources would you like to see? Which ones do you love? What could we do 

better?  

We always value your feedback and want to ensure that we are giving you the resources that you need.  Email 

us at research@tooledupeducation.com to let us know how we are doing! 

As a parent at a Tooled Up school, you have full unlimited access to the Tooled Up library. If you have not created 

your account yet, click here to register for an account. It takes less than 2 minutes to enter your details and unique 

school PIN: YPS1103 and if you need assistance, we are always happy to help at support@tooledupeducation.com.  If 

you already have an account and you have forgotten your password, click on any of the resource links above, click 

"Lost your password" and follow the instructions. 

Dr Kathy Weston 

Tooled Up Education 

https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/podcast/dr-weston-talks-with-professor-robin-banerjee-transition-peer-relationships-kindness-and-success-rethinking-wellbeing
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/my-kindness-passport
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/conversation-starters-about-family-fundamental-values
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/treating-others-kindly-an-activity-for-children-aged-12-and-under
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/treating-friends-and-classmates-kindly
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/raising-a-positive-bystander-or-upstander-five-things-parents-need-to-know
mailto:research@tooledupeducation.com
http://www.tooledupeduction.com/register
mailto:suuport@tooledupeducation.com
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/raising-a-positive-bystander-or-upstander-five-things-parents-need-to-know
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Coming Up 
You can find the Yarm School calendar by clicking here 

NOVEMBER 2023 

Sat 18  Senior School Christmas Fair 

  (PAA; 10am-4pm) 

Mon 20 Activities Carousel 2 begins for Y4-6 

Tue 21  Year 4 Oriental Museum Workshop 

  Curiosity Emporium (Library; 1pm) 

  U8 Rugby v Cundall Manor 

  (home; 2pm start) POSTPONED 

Wed 22 Year 6 Senior School Taster Afternoon 

  (3-6.30pm) 

Thu 23  No drama or yoga clubs after school 

  U9 Hockey v Durham 

  (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm return) 

Fri 24  No drama or yoga clubs after school 

  Hearing Dogs assembly 

  Mass Participation Sports 

  (Senior School; 11am-3pm) 

Sat 25  Prep Christmas Ball 

  (PAA; 7pm-Midnight) 

Mon 26 ABRSM examinations week 

Tue 27  U8 Rugby and Hockey with St Peter’s 

  (home; 2pm start) 

Wed 28 Pre-Prep Nativity 

  (PAA; 5.30pm start) 

Term Dates 

Autumn Term 2023 
Finish    Friday, 15th December 2023  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2023 
Pupils Return   Thursday 4th January 2024 

Half Term Begins  Thursday 15th February 2024 

    (after school) 

INSET    Friday 16th February 2024 

Pupils Return   Monday 26th February 2024 

Finish    Thursday 28th March 2024 

    (after school; no after school care) 

Summer Term 2024 
Pupils Return   Thursday 18th April 2024 

Bank Holiday   Monday 6th May 2024 

Half Term Begins  Thursday 23rd May 2024 

    (after school) 

Pupils Return   Monday 3rd June 2024 

Finish    Thursday 4th July 2024 

    At 12 noon 

    (after school; no after school care) 

Autumn Term 2024 
Preparation Day   Tuesday, 27th August 2024 

    Wednesday, 28th August 2024 

All pupils return   Thursday, 29th August 2024 

Half term begins   Friday, 18th October 2024  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 4th November 2024 

Term ends    Friday, 13th December 2024  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2025 
Pupils return    Monday, 6th January 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 20th February 2025  

    (after school) 

INSET Day Friday  21st February 2025 

Pupils return Monday 3rd March 2025 

Term ends Friday  4th April 2025 (after school) 

Summer Term, 2025 
Pupils return    Wednesday, 23rd April 2025 

Bank Holiday    Monday, 5th May 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 22nd May 2025  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 2nd June 2025 

Term ends    Thursday, 3rd July 2025  

(after Prize Giving) 

Celebration Assembly 

Head Teacher Awards:  

Year 3: Ahaana C. 

Year 4: Amelie T., Freddie W., Harriet P., Emily W., Emma W. 

Year 6: Tallulah M., Yasmeen S. 

 Values Endeavour 

3H Aaron Y. Baher S. 

3J Zaviyar R. Faye A. 

3P Theodore C. Navaeh MT. 

4F Ralph E. Harrison G. 

4J Gonzalo V. Isla L. 

4S Georgie D-B. Azlan U. 

5G Sandy O. James B. 

5H Emily Q. Jack M. 

5K Sophia B. Kaiden G. 

6H Ellie A. Florence A. 

6L William L. Maisie S. 

6W Eric PF. Ettie A. 

https://www.yarmcalendar.org/

