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INSIDE THIS WEEK…  October Holiday School… Where’s Wollow?... Upcoming events... 

W 
elcome to this week’s edition of the Phoenix Flier. The school community has returned full of 
vim and vigour after the half term break. It certainly seems that the holidays have been well 
enjoyed. Whether restful or adventure filled, a break from the school routine has clearly served 
us well. It is  delightful to see that our WoLLoW bookmarks travelled widely and those who 

attended our Holiday School had lots of fun. Without missing a beat we have been straight back into the action 
of term time in the last few days with School Council meetings, parents information events, Early Years 
roadshows and the new build edging ever closer to completion. It is great to be back; we are ‘buckled up’ and 
looking forward to all that is ahead of us in the next few weeks.      
 

We fell silent at 11am today as part of our annual Remembrance service. The sight of hundreds and children 
in the playground standing with heads bowed, motionless in thought and prayer is very moving indeed and in 
stark contrast to the hustle and bustle experienced during a regular school day. Our act of Remembrance was 
enhanced by an 
excellent assembly from 
Major Robson and 
Cameron Edgar who 
played the bagpipes to 
open and close 
proceedings. Stopping 
to reflect on the peace 
we enjoy, which has 
come at the cost of the 
ultimate sacrifice of so 
many, will always be an 
integral part of our 
school calendar. Lest we 
forget.   

Bill Sawyer 

Photo of the 

Week:  
Autumn is definitely 

here as  

Mrs Smith’s picture 

shows! 

Head’s 

Challenge:  
I have three eyes in a 

straight line. One of 

my eyes makes you 

freeze. What am I?  
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On Wednesday 25th October, the children who were 

attending Holiday School visited the Baltic Centre. The 

day began with a workshop during which the task was to 

create a mythical creature by drawing a variety of body 

parts using felt tips. Having cut these out, the children 

then ‘traded’ their body parts with one another to merge 

together different styles of drawing to make their final 

creature. Following this activity, the children used clay to 

sculpt a newly invented beast.  

There were some stunning creations and having packed 

these away, it was time to explore. The first floor we 

visited contained video games from the past but 

nevertheless, the children enjoyed investigating games 

more familiar to Mr Grundmann than anything they 

had ever encountered! One of the most interesting 

floors of this gallery is the ‘Waiting Gardens Of The 

North’  which was designed by Michael Rakowitz. This 

is a sensory experience in many ways with herbs 

hanging to dry and a community space for sharing 

meals.  

Perhaps the 

most thought 

provoking parts 

of this amazing gallery are the handwritten messages from refugees 

who have contributed to the creation of this tranquil, fragrant and 

beautiful space for all to enjoy. The children 

as always were respectful and enjoyed a few 

moments of quiet reflection time before a 

walk across the Gateshead Millennium Bridge 

and the return journey to school.  

Mrs Jones 

October Holiday School 
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Wollow certainly had a great half term. Here are just a few of the many places he travelled to. Can you work out any of the 

places he visited? 

Mrs Arrol 

How far did Wollow go? 

Holiday School Dates 
Christmas 2023: 18th to 21st December (4 days) 

Easter 2024: 2nd to 5th April (4 days) 

Summer 2024: 15th July to 2nd August (15 days) 
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Under 11 Hockey v Queen Mary’s 

Before half-term, we played a fun but competitive game of  hockey with Queen 

Mary’s School. The sun was shining as though wishing us luck. I got my 

first  opportunity to be captain of our hockey team.   

Our attackers and midfielders did an amazing and scored stunning  goals. Kaira 

and  Heidi scored two each while Ella scored one which led us with a total of 

five. Our defenders (Georgie, Thea and I) and goalkeeper (Zara) did an equally 

good  job in not letting any goals in. Emily, Amelia, Sylvia and Yasmeen were also a 

great asset to the team assisting in defence and scoring goals.  

We ended the incredible afternoon with some delicious cookies the kind 

dinner ladies prepared for us. Our opponents gave an equally tough fight 

proving they were a worthy opposition. 

Overall, it was a delightful experience playing Queen Marys and I hope we 

get to play them again soon. 

Trisha K. 

PE and Games News 

How to set up Fixtures Pro on your Smartphone 

It’s how to find details of sports fixtures and team line-ups for the Prep School. It is also very easy to set up on your Apple or 

Android device. Please follow these instructions.  

FOR ANDROID DEVICES: 

FOR APPLE DEVICES: 

Follow steps 1-4 above, then:  

5) At the bottom of your phones screen drag your finger up and you have a square and arrow icon (photo 

left)  and if you click this you can then see the icon that says 'Add to home screen'. Click this.  

6) Congratulations! You are all set and on your phone screen you should see the Yarm School logo which is 

now your very own shortcut to team sheets etc.  

1. Access the 

Yarm School 

website via the 

browser on your 

device. 

2. Click on 'Senior 

School' at the top 

of the page.  

3. Click on 'Sport' 

which appears 

down the left-

hand side.  

4. Click on 

‘Fixtures and 

Results’. 

5. In the top-right 

corner of the 

browser, click on 

the three dots, 

then click on 

‘Add to Home 

screen’. 

6. Give the link a 

name. 

7. Add to your 

phone home 

screen. 
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If your child is in Years 3-6 and is interested in taking part in 

individual peripatetic music lessons, please fill in this form and 

Mr Gooding will get back to you.  

Monday 13th November  

We will be celebrating Diwali this coming Monday across the 

school, with special assemblies in the Prep and Pre-Prep and a 

special lunch. We will also be sharing tea lights and traditional 

Indian sweets with the children, thanks to support from the 

YPSSC.  

Pupils who usually celebrate the festival are welcome to come 

to school in traditional dress on this day.  

All other pupils are welcome to wear a colourful item of 

clothing along with their usual school uniform.  

We will make arrangements for those children who are 

coming to school in traditional dress, who have PE/Games on 

the same day, to get changed during the day. 

Mr Stone 

Thursday 16th November The Charity Stephenson are 

supporting this year is Hartlepool Baby Bank (https://

hartlepoolbabybank.co.uk/). It is an excellent cause who are 

carrying out sterling work to support families with young 

children in the Hartlepool area.  

On the day we are asking children to wear one item of clothing 

only in the colour of their house (not football shirts). This can 

be interpreted as you wish (e.g. wearing socks to match house 

colour). We ask that children bring in a £1 donation for this.  

In addition to the above the Year 6 Stephensonians will be 

running various stalls during morning break including a penalty 

shoot-out and guessing the name of the teddy. These events 

will cost 50p a go, so we ask that children bring in a maximum 

of £3 to participate in these events. 

Mr Simpson 

Andre Rieu's White Christmas  

Saturday 2nd and Sunday 3rd December, 3pm 

For many, Christmas is the most wonderful time of the year. 

This year it will 

come early with 

André Rieu’s 

cinema special 

White 

Christmas—a 

celebration you 

will never forget.  

From the first 

jingled bell, you will be immersed in the incomparable 

Christmas atmosphere of André’s winter wonderland.  

ROH Live - The Nutcracker  

Tuesday 12th 

December, 

7.15pm and 

Sunday 17th 

December, 2pm 

Join Clara at a 

delightful 

Christmas Eve party that becomes a magical adventure once 

everyone else is tucked up in bed.  

Marvel at the brilliance of Tchaikovsky’s score, as Clara and 

her enchanted Nutcracker fight the Mouse King and visit the 

Sugar Plum Fairy in the glittering Kingdom of Sweets.  

 

Diwali Celebrations 

Music Lessons 

Christmas Art Competition 

Coming Up at the PAA 

Stephenson Charity Day 

http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/andre-rieus-white-christmas-2023/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/roh-live-the-nutcracker-3/
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Cinderella Panto  

From Thursday 14th 

December - Sunday 

24th December - 

Various times.  

*** Limited tickets 

for some shows. *** 

Don’t miss the most magical pantomime of them all 

CINDERELLA. Starring Benidorm singing sensation Asa Elliott as 

Prince Charming, Yarm regular Tom Rolfe as Buttons and a full 

supporting cast for the PAA’s biggest festive family panto ever, 

cram packed with all the usual fun and chaos with one or two 

surprises thrown in for good measure!  

Stephenson have been busy this week in their Community 

Spirit activity creating chalk Rangoli patterns to celebrate 

Diwali.  

Mrs Hart 

Year 5 Community Spirit 

 

https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/cinderella-2/
https://bit.ly/yarmcurriculum
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Click here to buy tickets on Classlist.      In aid of Neoangels. 

https://app.classlist.com/parent/#/events/view/1022200729?s=865351545&utm_source=SCHOOL&utm_medium=SHARED_LINK
https://neoangels.org.uk/
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L 
earning to notice, name and manage our emotions is an important part of 

growing up. Over the years in Tooled Up, by examining available 

research and talking to experts, we have learned that how we talk about 

emotions in family life matters. By modelling our language and behaviour 

to children, we equip them for life. We need coping strategies, as do our 

children, for navigating the ups and downs of everyday experiences.  

We have so much content on emotional literacy within Tooled Up that we have 

summarised our resources in one easy guide. Our mood thermometer can be used 

directly with children to ignite conversations around different moods, and 

our coping menu is a brilliant toolkit of strategies that the whole family can lean 

into.  

Tooled Up hosts a wealth of material to support you in dealing with more extreme 

emotions.  If you want to hear more about supporting children’s anger, tune in to 

our webinar with clinician Dr Anna Colton. If you have younger children, relish 

advice on meltdowns  from expert Kerry Murphy. If you feel that your teen is suffering from low moods and you are 

concerned, listen to what Professor Shirley Reynolds has to say on what differentiates low mood from teenage 

depression. 

Did you know that sleep is a window into mental health? Increasingly, research indicates that poor quality sleep can 

impact children’s mood, learning, concentration in school and ability to regulate emotions. Explore our wide range of 

sleep resources, and perhaps this weekend try out our sleep audit with your children and see which changes can be 

made for the better! 

When your family wakes up, read through our breakfast resource to learn more about just how much this early 

morning meal matters for the day ahead and can also influence how our children cope with daily pressures and 

emotional challenges.  

T 
he Tooled Up library is already packed with almost 350 evidence-based resources, including 

interviews with over 80 leading experts from around the world. But, it’s your library and we want 

to know how else we can help you? What new resources would you like to see? Which ones do you 

love? What could we do better?  

We always value your feedback and want to ensure that we are giving you the resources that you need.  Email 

us at research@tooledupeducation.com to let us know how we are doing! 

As a parent at a Tooled Up school, you have full unlimited access to the Tooled Up library. If you have not created 

your account yet, click here to register for an account. It takes less than 2 minutes to enter your details and unique 

school PIN: YPS1103 and if you need assistance, we are always happy to help at support@tooledupeducation.com.  If 

you already have an account and you have forgotten your password, click on any of the resource links above, click 

"Lost your password" and follow the instructions. 

Dr Kathy Weston 

Tooled Up Education 

https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-emotional-literacy-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/mood-thermometer
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/my-coping-menu
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/understanding-childrens-anger-and-optimal-strategies-for-managing-it-with-dr-anna-colton
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/supporting-meltdowns-in-early-childhood
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/low-mood-and-depression-professor-shirley-reynolds-answers-your-questions
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/?resource_index_desc%5BrefinementList%5D%5Btopics.name%5D%5B0%5D=Sleep
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/how-well-do-i-sleep
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/the-importance-of-breakfast
mailto:research@tooledupeducation.com
http://www.tooledupeduction.com/register
mailto:suuport@tooledupeducation.com
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/supporting-meltdowns-in-early-childhood
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/article/a-quick-guide-to-emotional-literacy-and-relevant-tooled-up-resources
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Coming Up 
You can find the Yarm School calendar by clicking here 

NOVEMBER 2023 

Mon 13 Diwali Celebrations 

  Children to come in traditional dress 

  Anti-Bullying Week 

Tue 14  Schools Chess 

  (QEGS Wakefield; 10am start, 5.30pm return) 

  World Diabetes Day assembly 

  U8 Hockey and Rugby with Ashville 

  (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm return) 

Wed 15 Autumn Informal Concert (4pm; Prep Hall) 

  Y3 trip to Captain Cook Museum 

Thu 16  Stephenson Charity Day 

  U9 Rugby v DCSF 

  (home; 2pm start) 

Fri 17  U10 Hockey v Barnard Castle 

  (away; 2.15pm start, 4.30pm return) 

  U10 Rugby v Barnard Castle 

  (home; 2pm start) 

  U11 Hockey and Rugby v Barnard Castle 

  (home; 2.15pm start) 

Sat 18  Senior School Christmas Fair 

  (PAA; 10am-4pm) 

Mon 20 Activities Carousel 2 begins for Y4-6 

Tue 21  Year 4 Oriental Museum Workshop 

  Curiosity Emporium (Library; 1pm) 

  U8 Rugby v Cundall Manor 

  (home; 2pm start) 

Term Dates 

Autumn Term 2023 
Finish    Friday, 15th December 2023  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2023 
Pupils Return   Thursday 4th January 2024 

Half Term Begins  Thursday 15th February 2024 

    (after school) 

INSET    Friday 16th February 2024 

Pupils Return   Monday 26th February 2024 

Finish    Thursday 28th March 2024 

    (after school; no after school care) 

Summer Term 2024 
Pupils Return   Thursday 18th April 2024 

Bank Holiday   Monday 6th May 2024 

Half Term Begins  Thursday 23rd May 2024 

    (after school) 

Pupils Return   Monday 3rd June 2024 

Finish    Thursday 4th July 2024 

    At 12 noon 

    (after school; no after school care) 

Autumn Term 2024 
Preparation Day   Tuesday, 27th August 2024 

    Wednesday, 28th August 2024 

All pupils return   Thursday, 29th August 2024 

Half term begins   Friday, 18th October 2024  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 4th November 2024 

Term ends    Friday, 13th December 2024  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2025 
Pupils return    Monday, 6th January 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 20th February 2025  

    (after school) 

INSET Day Friday  21st February 2025 

Pupils return Monday 3rd March 2025 

Term ends Friday  4th April 2025 (after school) 

Summer Term, 2025 
Pupils return    Wednesday, 23rd April 2025 

Bank Holiday    Monday, 5th May 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 22nd May 2025  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 2nd June 2025 

Term ends    Thursday, 3rd July 2025  

(after Prize Giving) 

Celebration Assembly 

 Values Endeavour 

3H Felicity T. Lucia RM. 

3J Joshua A. Edward W. 

3P Lucy D. Daniel S. 

4F Edith G. Robert W. 

4J Ailee W. Freddie W. 

4S Azlan U. Hugo P. 

5G Roland M. Rory F. 

5H Manha A. Charlie M. 

5K Dax C. Ayaana K. 

6H Georgie W. Ahmad I. 

6L Yasmeen S. Kaira N. 

6W Laurel G. Florence P. 

https://www.yarmcalendar.org/

