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The Yarm Preparatory School Newsletter  

A message from Mr Sawyer  

Issue 755 —Friday 20th October 2023  

The Phoenix Flier 

INSIDE THIS WEEK…  Year 4 science… PE and Games latest… Year 5 Community work…  

W 
elcome to this week’s edition of the Phoenix Flier. There has been a trail of ghosts, ghouls and other such 

spooky characters merrily skipping past my window this afternoon as our younger children have headed 

to the Halloween disco. The evident excitement and joy on their faces is a strong reminder of the 

importance of fun in our school lives. We don’t have to dress up to enjoy school, but as a staff team we 

feel it is important that we engage and ignite curiosity in our learners. This final week before half term has been no 

different and, as this newsletter shows, our pupils have enjoyed dissecting owl pellets in science, touring the new build, 

engaging in an enterprise talk from a leading industry professional and much more in recent days. There is a constant 

hum about Yarm Prep - the sound of collaboration, discovery, learning  and laughter.  

It was a pleasure to sit down with Mr Neville Tate OBE, the founding Headmaster of Yarm School, alongside Dr Williams 

this week to hear about the school’s inception. It’s a rare opportunity as a school leader to be able to speak to the people 

who paved the way for future generations. Neville is certainly one of those people, and it was thoroughly enjoyable to 

discuss the pioneering spirit of the Governing Body, the strong parent partnership and the excitement of life for pupils in 

the early days of the school’s existence. These founding principles are still at the forefront of our minds today and will 

continue to guide our way into the future. 

Bill Sawyer 

Photo of the Week: Community spirit, owl pellet dissection, Head to Heads and new building 

tours—it has been a busy week at the Prep! 

Head’s Challenge:  
What bird is seen in the museum? 
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Year 4 used tweezers to dissect owl pellets to discover 

what an owl consumes. We found mice, shrew and vole 

bones as well as exoskeletons from insects and a lot of 

fur! We used ID charts to identify the bones and studied 

our findings using magnifying glasses and microscopes. 

Mrs Smith 

 

 

 

6W have been researching tides to finish off their topic on coasts. They produced some eye 

catching and informative posters.  

Miss Whitehouse 

Year 4 Owl Pellets 

6W Humanities 
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Highlights of the Under 9 Hockey Festival 

Harriet's highlight of the day was meeting Lizzie and making new 

friends. 

Emma enjoyed playing lots of games. 

Scarlett loved playing with her friends. 

Emily enjoyed scoring lots of goals.  

Jana enjoyed spending moments with her friends. 

Edith was extremely proud of scoring.  

Aditi liked making friends from a different 

school.  

Sia played well and ensured we were 

working as a team. 

Elizabeth was thrilled to score a goal 

against Red House. 

I enjoyed scoring goals and having fun. 

Annabelle A. 

Under 8 Rugby v Dame Allan’s 

On our first big fixture away, it 

was  pleasure to see how much the Under 8s have come along 

since the start of the term. The boys played excellently across all 

three matches, communicating and supporting each other at all 

times. They passed the ball well and put the other team under 

pressure when tackling. The best thing to witness however was 

how much they enjoyed it.  

I am already looking forward to our next fixture after half term. 

Well done everybody. 

Mr Underwood 

PE and Games News 

Holiday School Dates 
October Half-Term 2023:  

23rd to 27th October (5 days) 

Christmas 2023:  

18th to 21st December (4 days) 

Easter 2024:  

2nd to 5th April (4 days) 

Summer 2024:  

15th July to 2nd August (15 days) 
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If your child is in Years 3-6 and is interested in taking part in 

individual peripatetic music lessons, please fill in this form and 

Mr Gooding will get back to you.  

Gerardo Rodrigues  

Saturday 11th November, 7pm; featuring 

Yarm Pupils 

Portuguese pianist Gerardo Rodrigues 

compositions are already his mark, his 

second album has presented itself as the 

story of his own emotions, explored at a 

time when Gerardo redefined his path, his goals and priorities. 

In a very particular style, which balances between New-Age, 

Neo-Classical or Modern-Classical, his compositions show his 

love for the piano, resulting in a unique work in Portugal. 

Gerardo promises to excite, surprise and inspire all audiences 

when he 

brings the "Estado de Alma to our stage. 

Lindisfarne – Magic in the Air 

Saturday 17th February  

Legendary 70’s Tyneside folk-

rock pioneers Lindisfarne present 

a classic five-piece line-up of long

-time members fronted by founder-member Rod Clements on 

vocals, mandolin, fiddle and slide guitar. For their 2023 tour, 

Lindisfarne recall a memorable period of live shows focussed 

on the 1977 release of live LP ‘Magic in The Air’.  

Off the Field and into the Jungle with Mike Tindall 

MBE 

Tuesday 20th February, 7.45pm  

Join us for what promises to be a 

fantastic evening with the 

ex-England Rugby Union and 

World Cup winning legend, Mike Tindall MBE. There is no 

topic off limits with Mike and we look forward to welcoming 

you to what promises to be an outstanding evening. 

Tooled Up Education warmly invites you to register for their 

upcoming webinar: 

Understanding Girls with clinical psychologist Dr 

Tara Porter 

Join the author of Sunday Times Best Selling “You Don’t 

Understand Me: The Young Woman’s Guide to Life” exploring 

why girls are struggling with their mental health so much at 

present. She will provide parents ideas for bolstering their 

relationship with their daughters whilst supporting their 

mental health.  

Webinar date: November 21, 2023 - 19:30 GMT. 

Year 5 have been busy creating a reading rainbow for our 

library in their Community Spirit activity. 

Mrs Hart 

Brunel welcomed Mr John Connelly from Coca-Cola to their 

Enterprise activity this week. Here are some of their thoughts:  

I learned that the Santa could have been blue or green if it 

wasn't for Coca-Cola, who made it red and white. They also 

serve 1.7 billion bottles a day. 

Aphelia S. 

I liked learning about how Coca-Cola has developed over the 

years and how many other companies they own! 

Laurel G. 

What I liked about the presentation was that finding out about 

how Coca-Cola faced difficulties like when Pepsi was created. I 

interested how Santa was designed by them. 

Vedh A. 

Tooled Up Webinar 

Music Lessons 

Year 6 Enterprise 

Coming Up at the PAA 

Year 5 Community Spirit 

http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
http://bit.ly/yarmprepmusiclessons
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/gerardo-rodrigues/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/lindisfarne-magic-in-the-air/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/off-the-field-and-into-the-jungle-with-mike-tindall-mbe/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/off-the-field-and-into-the-jungle-with-mike-tindall-mbe/
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/events/understanding-girls
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/events/understanding-girls
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There was lots of excitement in Year 3 this week as they got to 

visit their new classrooms with Mr Hodgson! We are looking 

forward to moving into them at some point after half-term. 

Year 3 team 

Spaces are available in the following clubs. If you would like 

your child to join, please contact Mr Stone—

gns@yarmschool.org. 

Monday—Y4-6 Philosophy 

Tuesday—Y5-6 Table Tennis (there is a charge for this club) 

Thursday—Y5-6 Squash (there is a charge for this club) 

Message to Parents Year 3 Visit their New Classes! 



Phoenix Flier 755  Friday 20th October 2023 

 7 

Click here to buy tickets on Classlist.      In aid of Neoangels. 

https://app.classlist.com/parent/#/events/view/1022200729?s=865351545&utm_source=SCHOOL&utm_medium=SHARED_LINK
https://neoangels.org.uk/
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A 
s parents, we have to be ready for anything as we watch our children grow and develop. Pandemics can 

occur, war can break-out and unexpected challenges can sadly occur in family life. In such situations, we 

need to ‘dig deep’ and seek ways to support children and young people optimally.  How do we do that?  

Making Sense of the World Webinar 

Watch this conversation, featuring child psychiatrist, Dr Dennis Ougrin and neuroscientist, Anna Tarasenko as they 

share ‘tried and tested’ strategies on how to talk to children about traumatic events.  If you don’t have time to watch, 

please read our essential tips list.  

My Coping Menu 

When we feel strong emotions, such as sadness, anger, fear or 

anxiety, it’s useful to have a toolkit of ideas that we know can help 

elevate our mood and help us cope better. Use our ‘coping menu’ as a 

springboard for family conversation and share what works for you. 

Encourage your children to reflect on activities and ideas that they 

can use to cope better in all aspects of their lives.  

Making Sense of the Menopause: a Live Q&A   

It is World Menopause Day today so tune into this informative webinar with Dr Barton, The Menopause Medic, who 

talks us through how the menopause affects women and the wider family! She answers questions, separates fact from 

fiction and talks listeners through available treatment options. 

School Holiday Planner  

If anyone has a school break coming up or simply needs help thinking about how to spend time with one’s children, 

enjoy our template that can help you navigate best use of time! 

 

T 
he Tooled Up library is already packed with almost 350 evidence-based resources, including 

interviews with over 80 leading experts from around the world. But, it’s your library and we want 

to know how else we can help you? What new resources would you like to see? Which ones do you 

love? What could we do better?  

We always value your feedback and want to ensure that we are giving you the resources that you need.  Email 

us at research@tooledupeducation.com to let us know how we are doing! 

As a parent at a Tooled Up school, you have full unlimited access to the Tooled Up library. If you have not created 

your account yet, click here to register for an account. It takes less than 2 minutes to enter your details and unique 

school PIN: YPS1103 and if you need assistance, we are always happy to help at support@tooledupeducation.com.  If 

you already have an account and you have forgotten your password, click on any of the resource links above, click 

"Lost your password" and follow the instructions. 

Dr Kathy Weston 

Tooled Up Education 

https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/making-sense-of-the-world-webinar-with-dr-dennis-ougrin-and-anna-tarasenko
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/tips-to-try/talking-to-children-about-traumatic-events-in-the-world-10-things-to-remember
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/my-coping-menu
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/my-coping-menu
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/making-sense-of-the-menopause-a-live-qa-with-dr-lucy-barton
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/making-sense-of-the-menopause-a-live-qa-with-dr-lucy-barton
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/school-holiday-planner
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/activity/school-holiday-planner
mailto:research@tooledupeducation.com
http://www.tooledupeduction.com/register
mailto:suuport@tooledupeducation.com
https://members.tooledupeducation.com/resource/webinar/making-sense-of-the-world-webinar-with-dr-dennis-ougrin-and-anna-tarasenko
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Coming Up 
You can find the Yarm School calendar by clicking here 

OCTOBER 2023 

Mon 23 October Half-Term Holiday School 

  (until Friday 27th October) 

NOVEMBER 2023 

Mon 6  Pupils return 

Tue 7  U8 Hockey/Rugby workshops with Cundall 

  (away; 1.45pm start, 4pm return) 

Wed 8  Maths Information Afternoon 

  (Prep Hall; 4pm) 

  School Council (Lab; 1pm) 

Thu 9  Schools Cross-Country 

  (Barlborough Hall; 2pm start, 5.30pm return) 

Fri 10  Remembrance Assembly 

  U10/11 Girls’ Hockey v Pocklington 

  (away; 12.30pm depart, 2pm start, 5pm return) 

  U10/11 Rugby v Pocklington 

  (home; 2pm start) 

Mon 13 Diwali Celebrations 

  Children to come in traditional dress 

  Anti-Bullying Week 

Tue 14  Schools Chess 

  (QEGS Wakefield; 10am start, 5.30pm return) 

  World Diabetes Day assembly 

  U8 Hockey and Rugby with Ashville 

  (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm return) 

Term Dates 

Autumn Term 2023 
Finish    Friday, 15th December 2023  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2023 
Pupils Return   Thursday 4th January 2024 

Half Term Begins  Thursday 15th February 2024 

    (after school) 

INSET    Friday 16th February 2024 

Pupils Return   Monday 26th February 2024 

Finish    Thursday 28th March 2024 

    (after school; no after school care) 

Summer Term 2024 
Pupils Return   Thursday 18th April 2024 

Bank Holiday   Monday 6th May 2024 

Half Term Begins  Thursday 23rd May 2024 

    (after school) 

Pupils Return   Monday 3rd June 2024 

Finish    Thursday 4th July 2024 

    At 12 noon 

    (after school; no after school care) 

Autumn Term 2024 
Preparation Day   Tuesday, 27th August 2024 

    Wednesday, 28th August 2024 

All pupils return   Thursday, 29th August 2024 

Half term begins   Friday, 18th October 2024  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 4th November 2024 

Term ends    Friday, 13th December 2024  

    (after school; no after school care) 

Spring Term 2025 
Pupils return    Monday, 6th January 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 20th February 2025  

    (after school) 

INSET Day Friday  21st February 2025 

Pupils return Monday 3rd March 2025 

Term ends Friday  4th April 2025 (after school) 

Summer Term, 2025 
Pupils return    Wednesday, 23rd April 2025 

Bank Holiday    Monday, 5th May 2025 

Half term begins   Thursday, 22nd May 2025  

    (after school) 

Pupils return    Monday, 2nd June 2025 

Term ends    Thursday, 3rd July 2025  

(after Prize Giving) 

Celebration Assembly 

Head Teacher Awards:  

Joey P., Harry H. (Y6) 

 Values Endeavour 

3H Genevieve P. Elijah D. 

3J Noah S. Lucy D. 

3P Zoyaa A. Louis G. 

4F Monty B. Mana H. 

4J Andres O. Henry F. 

4S Sia S. Wilbur M-S. 

5G Daisy C. Stan D. 

5H Holly B. Martha L. 

5K Logan M. Livvie C. 

6H Zara P. Clemmie H. 

6L Sylvia D. Ollie B. 

6W Hugo M. Harrison C. 

https://www.yarmcalendar.org/

