
SKYLIN E H IGH

I thoroughly enjoyed the second 

installment of our Spring Concerts on 

Wednesday (and not only because, 

unlike last t ime, I wasn't  performing 

in this one!), which was a riotous 

journey through musical theatre 

classics and some less well known 

songs. It  was performed by more than 

a fifth of the Senior School - 170 

pupils on stage for one concert, in 

bands, groups, ensembles, choirs, 

orchestras, duets and a mass 

performance at the end. As I noted at 

the end of the concert, it  was striking 

for the number of performers, but 

also for two other things. First ly, the 

joy that the pupils clearly get from 

performing and from music making, 

and secondly for the wonderful 

camaraderie on show, the support for 

each other, the way pupils so 

generously revel in each other's 

successes. Many congratulat ions to 

our wonderful music department, 

visit ing music teachers, technical 

staff and PAA colleagues for ensuring 

that we, the audience, had such an 

entertaining evening, and thank you 

to our musicians.

In our end of term assembly 

yesterday, I t ried to give a 

comprehensive overview of the term. 

If you're a regular reader of the 

newsletter you'll know that this is 

quite a feat, especially as we also 

awarded colours and had a 

mesmerising rendit ion of The 

Phantom of the Opera from Ella and 

Danny. My observat ions to the pupils 

included the fact that they should be 

inspired by each other's 

achievements and that - if they are 

not already doing so - they would gain 

a huge amount by pushing 

themselves outside their comfort  

zones and trying something new. It  is 

clear that many are already well and 

truly embracing this approach, and 

we are very proud of the pupils' 

posit ive att itude to life.

This week's newsletter breaks the 

news of this year's Yarm Apprent ice 

winner, after a hard fought contest 

and a typically invent ive and 

challenging set of tasks. Well done to 

all involved - each of those taking part  

will have learned valuable skills and 

will have gained a range of important 

insights into themselves along the 

way. Alongside a book review from 

Sasha and news from the Econ/Bus 

society chairs, we also celebrate our 

chemists, readers, mathematicians, 

debaters, Phab Club members, 

dancers and sports stars.

As the Easter break arrives, I hope 

that all families enjoy some quality 

t ime together, that pupils strike that 

balance between rest and 

product ivity, part icularly those in 

public exam years, and I look forward 

to welcoming everyone back next 

term.

Dr Huw Williams
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HEADMASTER'S WELCOME

Our second Spring Concert earlier this week
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TOP OF THE BENCH CHEMISTRY FINALS

On Saturday 25th March a team of 

four young chemists from Yarm, 

accompanied by Mr Baker and Mr 

Tucker travelled down to The 

University of East London to 

compete in the nat ional finals of the 

Royal Society of Chemistry?s ?Top of 

the Bench? competit ion. The team of 

Arshia Arora, Isaac Akowuah, 

Abdelrahmen Ellidir and Harvey Qin 

won through to the nat ional round 

after they were crowned Champions 

of the Teesside sect ion just before 

Christmas.

An early start  was needed to catch 

the necessary trains to get to the 

competit ion on t ime. Upon arrival 

the team was quickly put to work in 

pairs complet ing a test based on the 

theme of ?Sustainability?. All 

students performed very well and 

were pleased with their 

performance. The team felt  well 

placed going into the afternoon 

pract ical challenge.

The pract ical challenge also 

revolved around the idea of 

sustainability as the students were 

required to use their pract ical skills 

to measure the effect iveness of a 

number of different fuels. Despite 

some tricky pieces of apparatus the 

team completed the tasks in the 

allot ted t ime and all we could do was 

wait  to find out the final results.

Whilst  the scores for the 31 teams 

who were part icipat ing were 

analysed, the students enjoyed a 

lecture looking at different careers 

and paths they could take in 

Chemistry.

Despite a fantast ic effort  the Team 

weren?t able to break into the Top 6 

with Winchester College eventually 

crowned the overall 

champions. However, 

Arshia, Isaac, Abdelrahmen 

and Harvey should be 

extremely proud of their 

achievements, gett ing to 

the National Finals in any 

competit ion is a huge 

achievement.

After a quick bite to eat we 

returned to the North East 

proud of our achievements 

and confident that we had 

done ourselves justice.

Mr E Baker

After 5 challenges, 5 Board Rooms 

and 5 Lord Sugars it  gives me great 

pleasure to announce that the 

winner of YARM APPRENTICE 

2023 is Ollie Best.

Having been on the winning team 

5 t imes, project managed twice 

(both t imes leading his team to 

victory) it  is a well deserved 

victory.

The runner up was Harry Rodwell, 

and it  was a closely run batt le.

Further peer voted prizes go to 

the following:

Arhana Pradeep (Outstanding 

team player)

Harry Rodwell (Outstanding 

creat ive spirit )

Ollie Best (Outstanding leader)

Cert ificates will be awarded after 

the Easter break and Ollie will join 

the departmental wall of YA FAME 

as the 11th winner.

I am, as ever, really proud of our 

students for their commitment, 

grateful to my Lord Sugars for 

giving so generously of their t ime, 

and appreciat ive of the support of 

Mr Paul Menzies and this year our 

first  student helper, Imy Slack, 

who serve so fabulously as Tims to 

my Karren.

Yarm Apprent ice will be back next 

year.....

Miss C E Rhodes

OLLIE IS THE YARM 
APPRENTICE WINNER
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DEBATE: THIS HOUSE WOULD LIE TO GET 
AHEAD

In the presence of the First  Year 

debaters, the senior debat ing 

society tackled the motion of "This 

house would lie to get ahead.". 

Morven, Jodie and Sara formed the 

judging panel with Josh as chair. 

After Josh introduced the motion, 

the debaters were set to present 

their arguments.

Luke (Team Ult imate Shannerz) 

opened for the proposit ion 

focusing on the day to day 

experiences of where lying benefits 

people. He pressed on the idea that 

everyone tells lies everyday, in big 

and small situat ions, emphasising 

how these moments can go without 

us even realising but are in our best 

interest.

Opening for the opposit ion, Jian 

(Team Agree to Disagree) captured 

the audience through a capt ivat ing 

lie, conveying how lying can 

damage people's relat ionships and 

trust with one another. He further 

explained the polit ical and social  

issues that lying can cause and the 

adverse effects of telling lies.

Closing for the proposit ion, Simmi 

(Team Vici) talked through 

moments in history where lying has 

shaped the posit ive outcome of the 

future. Her points ranged from 

ancient Rome , WW1 and to 

colloquial experiences like telling 

your mum her food was nice (or 

interest ing!) when it  really was not.

Nathan (Team Arguably the Best) 

closed for the opposit ion, 

explaining how lying becomes an 

addict ion and the guilt  and damage 

that a person has when keeping a 

lie. He emphasised how immoral 

lying truly is with huge impacts on 

mental health such as increased 

stress and disrupt ing sleep 

patterns.

Both sides then faced quest ions 

from the judges and audience. The 

proposit ion were asked to 

comment on the issues with the 

government lying and retaining 

information as lying. The 

opposit ion were asked if a small lie 

was worth it  for survival and if 

women in the past writ ing under 

male names shouldn't  have lied to 

pursue their passion. Both sides 

replied strongly to the challenging 

quest ions.

The judges expressed their 

difficult ies in choosing a winning 

side for the debate commenting on 

the energy of the proposit ion 

debaters and the strong research 

of the opposit ion debaters. 

However they did conclude on 

announcing the proposit ion as the 

winning side due to the well 

presented argument they 

produced.

Simone Sharma, Lower Sixth

MATHS PRIZE WINNER

Congratulat ions to Ajay Selvan,  

Fourth Year, who is a prize winner in 

the Newcast le University Senior 

Maths Challenge!

Entrants to the Challenge completed 

a series of challenging and fun 

problems that involve invest igat ion 

and problem solving. There were 855 

entries this year, and the standard for 

prize winning entries was very high.

As one of the best entrants, Ajay has 

been invited to a prize-giving evening 

at Newcast le University. Well done!

FOLLOW US

Facebook

Instagram

Twit ter

LinkedIn

https://www.facebook.com/yarmschool
https://twitter.com/YarmSchool
https://www.instagram.com/yarmschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/school/yarm-school/
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Phab club had a great session 

outdoors in the forest at their last 

meeting. Members enjoyed toast ing 

marshmallows and exploring in the 

woods! Thanks to Dr Tulloch who 

helped to lead the session.

The Yarm Phab club meets fortnight ly 

on a Thursday from 4.45pm to 6pm 

and is open to new guests. To register 

an interest please contact Mrs Sophie 

Lodge by emailing: 

Sophie.Lodge@yarmschool.org.

SPRING CONCERT PHOTOS

mailto:Sophie.Lodge@yarmschool.org
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MEAN? BY THOMAS NAGEL

NEWS 31st  March 2023

The book, What Does It  All Mean? 

by Thomas Nagel is a thought 

invoking and accessible 

introduct ion to philosophy. Nagel 

introduces the fundamental 

principles of philosophy in a manner 

which allows the most novice, 

budding philosophers, to wrap their 

heads round the concepts. Nagel 

himself coins the book ?a short  

introduct ion to philosophy? and this 

provides us an insight into his 

reasoning behind the structure of 

the book: split  into 10 chapters, one 

introduct ion and nine fundamental 

areas of philosophy.

In each of these chapters Nagel 

encourages an individual crit ical 

analysis of the quest ion at hand. 

This process, to me, seems to be a 

crucial part  in the study of 

philosophy; the process of asking 

quest ions to quest ions. Nagel, from 

the start , poses an onslaught of 

rhetorical quest ions, allowing you 

to develop your own perspect ive on 

the quest ion before providing his 

view. 

A chapter of part icular interest to 

me is the second: the quest ioning of 

the ability to know anything. The 

chapter, named ?How Do We Know 

Anything?? seems to be quest ioning 

the very basis of what we know to 

be true. How can any of our 

thoughts, act ions and theories even 

matter when the ability to decipher 

reality is called into quest ion. This 

therefore means this chapter 

appears to me to be at the heart of 

all philosophy. All of the quest ions 

raised, relies on our ability to 

theorise and know what is real 

around us. Assumptions are clearly 

a very real, underlying current to 

modern society.

Nagel, in this chapter, dist inguishes 

between Rationalism: the belief 

that knowledge is innate and based 

on reason alone, and Empiricism, 

the belief that all knowledge comes 

from experience. These two views 

on knowledge are almost ent irely 

contrast ing and opposed, and Nagel 

cleverly creates an argument for 

both, causing the readers to really 

quest ion the merits of each and the 

limitat ions which drive the debate. 

Furthermore Nagel considers the 

problem of Scept icism. This 

problem dives into our ability to 

know anything for certain; however 

he downplays this view on 

knowledge, providing the argument 

that a Scept ic undermines their own 

argument.

Overall, I found What Does It  All 

Mean? to be an incredibly inspiring 

book. The book has provided the 

basis for a subject I wish to 

understand more about. I would 

recommend it  as a book for anyone 

attempting to introduce themselves 

to the subject. 

Sasha Heer, Lower Sixth

A YEAR AS ECON BUS 
SOC CHAIRS

We have thoroughly enjoyed our roles 

over the past year and are looking 

forward to choosing some of the L6th 

to take over as chairs. It  has been a 

year of many memorable talks, most 

notably Jasmine?s small fudge 

business where we got to taste some 

of the end product and a virtual talk 

on google meets given by Harry and 

Ollie demonstrat ing the costs and 

benefits of a future working from 

home.

It  has given us invaluable experience 

in a plethora of areas including 

organisat ion and communicat ion and 

has helped us gain a better 

understanding of the world around us 

which we can relate to our economics 

and business lessons. 

We?ve also been very proud of the 

attendance this year, especially with 

the L6th stepping up to do talks.

Last ly, many thanks again to Miss 

Rhodes who has helped guide us 

throughout the process, given up her 

t ime and for her unwavering 

enthusiasm.

Laura Hull and Ben Cordwell-Smith, 

Upper Sixth

Ben and Laura will have one final 

farewell EconBus Soc as Chairs after 

Easter - details will be on the Google 

Classrooms and we encourage all 

those interested in filling their shoes 

to apply over the Easter break.

Miss C E Rhodes



18th November 2022

THANK YOU FROM MISS RHODES

NEWS 31st  March 2023

Thank you to the Econ and Bus 

students and their friends who have 

so happily given up luncht imes for 

Cluster Club, YA, Peer Support Clinic, 

EconBus Soc and Working Lunches.

Due to impending exams the focus 

next term will be a lit t le more on 

Revision based act ivit ies, but details 

of clinics and other sessions will be 

shared through the classrooms (And 

I will need to appoint new Chairs).

Special thanks to Michael Bashford 

and Zach Shears for their 

commitment to the Peer Support 

Clinic.

And to my fabulous EconBus Soc 

Chairs Laura Hull and Ben 

Cordwell-Smith for all their support 

with the Society, and for putt ing up 

with so so many emails.

And to Imy Slack for being my 

right-hand woman in YA - she has 

been support ive, enthusiast ic, ut terly 

dependable and a force to be 

reckoned with in the Boardroom (she 

makes Karren Brady seem gentle!) - I 

am really appreciat ive of her 

commitment as our first  ever YA 

student aid.

Thank you again to those who 

presented in EconBus Soc this term 

(Jasmine, Adhi, Arhana, Beau, Jian, 

Tom, Arhana again, Molly, Laura, Ella, 

Izzi, Maddie, Ben, Laura, Harry and 

Ollie).

And thank you to everyone who has 

supported all these init iat ives and 

made all the t ime put into them so 

worthwhile, I'm very grateful to all 

the students who keep our 

department so vibrant!!

And hope to see lots of Sixth Form 

signing up for CER's new Tuesday 

act ivity next term... FAME.... No need 

for lycra and legwarmers... this is for 

those with an interest in Finance and 

/  or Accounting and /  or 

Management and /  or Economics... A 

chance to spread the word and 

mentor amongst other things... 

Miss C Rhodes

A TASTE OF REMOTE WORKING AT ECON BUS SOC

This week in EconBus Soc, Ollie and 

Harry gave the audience a taste of 

remote working by giving their 

presentat ion (on the topic of 

"Remote Working") from down the 

corridor. Examining how conduct ing 

business in this way is possible and 

reflect ing on ways in which 

this has occurred, they 

arrived in human form in 

t ime to spark a discussion. 

We reflected collect ively on 

our experiences of online 

learning, and weighed up the 

benefits of no commute, 

lunch in your own kitchen 

and comfy clothing, with the 

lack of social interact ion, the 

challenges of engaging in effect ive 

teamwork and the limits of learning 

from others. Only one member of 

the audience expressed a desire to 

work ent irely from home, some 

would hope to secure a hybrid when 

they enter the workforce and others 

would definitely prefer to be office 

based.

Thank you to Ollie and Harry for 

giving us all much food for thought.

Miss C E Rhodes
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NORTHERN SCHOOLS DANCE COMPETITION SUCCESS

Yarm School KS2,3 & 4 dancers 

entered into this years virtual 

Northern School Dance Competit ion. 

The pupils trained really hard in their 

dance lessons for the filming that 

took place in the PAA in the spring 

term. 

We had the largest dance groups out 

of all the school that entered with an 

amazing 72 pupils taking part  in the 

competit ion. KS4 missed out on first  

place by one point. All dancers should 

be extremely proud of themselves! 

Here are the results and the judges 

comments:

KS2 Category - ?How Will I Know? - 

Runners Up

?Girls worked well together?  I 

enjoyed the choreography? 

KS3 Category - ?Scream? - 3rd 

Posit ion 

?For a large group everyone worked 

well together. Good strong attack 

from everyone in the group. 

Interest ing choreography and good 

ending. Well done everyone?

KS4 category - ?One More Time? - 

Runners Up 

?Everyone worked well together, 

good lines and patterns, enjoyed the 

choreography, for a large group 

everyone gelled well together?. 

Well done everyone! 

Mrs J Dunkley
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RUGBY 7S

Another very successful and promising 

7s season, with big numbers of boys 

across the age groups all t raining hard 

and all involved in the various 

tournaments; this is great for the 

development of both the players and 

the teams. 

Across the ages, there have been wins 

against the likes of; Sedbergh, RGS 

Newcast le, Woodhouse Grove, Barnard 

Cast le, Durham, Ampleforth, Bradford 

Grammar, Leicester Grammar and many 

more both in the region and also 

nat ionally at the Rosslyn Park National 

Schools? 7s.

Highlights

U13 

- County Cup Winners

- Won the plate (3rd overall) at  the 

prest igious Terrington Hall event

- Cup runners up at the Durham 

School Invitat ional event

U14

- Won the plate (3rd overall) at  the 

Durham Invitat ional beat ing 

Sedbergh in the final

U15

- Won the bowl at the Durham 

School invitat ional event

Representat ive Honours

We cont inue to have a good number of 

boys at the U14 & U15 age groups 

involved in the England Rugby 

Developing Player programme as well 

as Harry Wildridge and Jacob Rutter in 

the Newcast le Falcons Academy.

Mr C Webb

U13 County Cup Winners U16 RPNS 7s

U14 RPNS 7s U14 RPNS 7s

U16 RPNS 7s U16 RPNS 7s



18th November 2022SPORT 31st  March 2023



18th November 2022SPORT 31st  March 2023

NETBALL MATCH REPORTS

U12C vs Ian Ramsey

Today, March 23, the under 12 C 

team played against Ian Ramsey CofE 

academy to see who would come out 

champions of the league. It  was a 

brilliant game result ing in an 11-4 

win to Yarm. Yarm played 

except ionally with Rosie Cook as our 

player of the match. We all enjoyed 

this very much.

Neev Sahoo, First  Year

U13C vs Conyers

On Thursday 23rd March the U13C 

team played the league final match 

against Conyers. In the first  half Yarm 

made many great intercept ions and 

got the ball down the court  quickly. 

Our C, WA and GA were great at 

moving into space which allowed the 

shooters to score many t imes 

throughout the game. 

In the second half we kept this up and 

managed to win 10-4, crowning us 

league champions. 

Well done to everyone who played on 

the day and throughout the season! 

POM- Emma White. 

U13B vs Egglescliffe

The U13B played a league final match 

against Egglescliffe school on 23rd of 

March. Yarm made good 

intercept ions in the first  half, but 

Egglescliffe had possession of the ball 

more. By the end of the first  half it  

was 9-1 to Egglescliffe. However, in 

the second half we st ill made great 

intercept ions and took a moment 

before passing so we had more 

possession of the ball throughout. 

We made great progress and by the 

end of the match, the score was 15-3 

to Egglescliffe. Overall, it  was a good 

match and we learned a lot  along the 

way.

SPORT WEEK AHEAD

The weeks ahead are now 

available online.

You can

view them here. 

https://www.yarmschool.org/sport-week-ahead/
https://www.yarmschool.org/sport-week-ahead/
https://www.yarmschool.org/sport-week-ahead/
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ROB LAMBERTI ? PRESENTS PERFECTLY GEORGE

No other tribute art ist  captures George?s musical talent, charisma and passion as closely as Rob Lambert i. With 

some of George Michael?s personal musicians proudly joining Rob?s band, his performances are guaranteed to 

hypnotise your senses and do just ice to one of the 

greatest singer-songwriters of our t ime. With each 

tour the attent ion grows from the media and audience 

alike, with rave reviews attract ing sell-out crowds at 

venues over 2000+capacity. 

Saturday 6th May 2023, 7:30pm
Book Online Here

NT LIVE: BEST OF ENEMIES

David Harewood (Homeland) and Zachary Quinto (Star Trek) play 

feuding polit ical rivals in James Graham?s (Sherwood) mult iple 

award-winning new drama.

In 1968 America, as two men fight to become the next president, all 

eyes are on the batt le between two others: the cunningly conservat ive 

William F. Buckley Jr., and the unruly liberal Gore Vidal.

PLEASE NOTE THIS IS A LIVE STREAMED PRODUCTION AND IS 

NOT PERFORMED LIVE AT THE PAA.

Thursday 18th May 2023, 7:00pm
Book Online Here

DO YOU BELIEVE IN GHOSTS?

An experient ial ghost story, unlike anything you have ever experienced 

before. Welcome to a haunt ing night at the theatre. 

Are you feeling brave?

If you are, join us, and we will tell you all the secrets of what goes on when 

the theatre goes dark, 

when the only thing to guide you is the Ghost Light.

We will raise the hairs on your arms and send chills down the back of your 

neck. . . 

Thursday 1st  June 2023, 7:30pm
Book Online Here

https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/rob-lamberti-celebrating-the-songs-and-music-of-george-michael/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/rob-lamberti-celebrating-the-songs-and-music-of-george-michael/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/rob-lamberti-celebrating-the-songs-and-music-of-george-michael/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/nt-live-best-of-enemies/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/nt-live-best-of-enemies/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/nt-live-best-of-enemies/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/do-you-believe-in-ghosts/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/do-you-believe-in-ghosts/
https://www.thepaaonline.org/whats-on/do-you-believe-in-ghosts/
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