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A year of incredible achievements
Welcome to this 

year’s edition of the 
Magazine, a rich and 

sumptuous journey through 
an extraordinary year, 
bringing to life the joy of being 
a part of this community and, 
I hope, offering a window into 
the world of the School from 
the perspective of pupils, staff 
and our wider community.

We started the year full of 
optimism after the disruption 
of the previous year, hoping 
to step back into a ‘normal’ set 
of routines and expectations 
‘post-covid’. However, whilst 
it was the case that a great 
many events and activities 
returned that had previously 
been impossible to run, 
many of which are described 

within, there were still some 
constraints to manage and 
tough decisions to make. One 
of the toughest, considering 
the impact it had on pupils, 
staff, rehearsals, calendars, 
bookings and more, was the 
decision to postpone the 
School Musical - Beauty and 
the Beast - from February 
until June, but the response 
to this decision, which was 
a risky one to take, seems 
to me to encapsulate the 
resilience and determination 
of pupils and staff alike, and 
also the support of parents 
and the wider school. The 
show was a triumph, offering 
a fabulous, joyful, rousing, 
funny and poignant evening 
for the audience in the PAA. 
As they say, the show must 
go on, and this was a true 
Yarm School success.

During the Spring Term 
the School was visited by 
the Independent Schools 
Inspectorate, and I 
was delighted with the 
headline judgements - 
the highest they could 
be - but more so with the 
comments - both formal 
and informal - from 
experienced inspectors 

who spoke so highly 
of their visit and of our 

pupils, staff, curriculum, 
extracurricular activities 

and wider opportunities. 
They recognise the 

excellent outcomes 
our pupils 

achieve, and the care, 
dedication and commitment 
of the staff that support 
these; I am so proud of 
the whole staff team, and 
thank and congratulate 
them for all that they do.

The year has seen some 
extraordinary outcomes for 
our pupils. The School’s public 
examination results - now 
back in the hands of the 
examination boards - broke 
all previous records at both A 
Level and GCSE and affirmed 
the exceptional work done 
by teachers to support the 
pupils, whilst rewarding the 
pupils for their aspiration, 
dedication and sheer hard 
work. Pupils have excelled 
in external competitions and 
olympiads, in instrumental 
and other music exams, on 
stage in plays and in concerts, 
on trips and expeditions 
and more. This has been 
our most successful year 
of sport ever, too, as you 
will read within: becoming 
national finalists in different 
sports and age groups, boys 
and girls; winning local 
and regional competitions; 
seeing individual pupils 
making representative and 
international appearances.

Creativity flourished this 
year, bouncing back with 
exuberance after many 
activities were postponed in 
the last two years. It has been 
such a pleasure to watch, 
listen, read and view the 
stunning artistic, creative, 
musical and theatrical output 

that our pupils have 
produced. We have also 

seen impressive and 
important engagement 
with our community, 

with pupils making a 
difference for young people 
with disabilities, and their 
families, for local charities, 
with their exceptional 
response to our fundraising 
efforts in response to the 
invasion of Ukraine and more. 
Generosity of spirit and a 
desire to help others are traits 
that thrive here at Yarm.

There has been deep 
sadness, too, and we all mourn 
the deaths of Naomi Haigh 
our Visiting Music Teacher, 
who died at the beginning 
of the academic year, and 
of Felix Buckley, a much 
loved member of our Lower 
Sixth who died in July. May 
they both Rest In Peace.

I want to thank our 
departing students for their 
contributions to school life, 
wish them all the very best in 
their future endeavours, and 
urge them to stay in touch 
with the School. They will 
always be part of the Yarm 
School community, and we 
want to welcome them back 
to the School in future, and 
to hear of their successes.

I am sure you will enjoy 
this magazine, and want 
to thank all those who 
have contributed to it, and 
Lynsey Craig and Alison 
Parker who have dedicated 
many hours to editing and 
producing this wonderful 
window into an outstanding 
year at Yarm School!

Dr Huw Williams
Headmaster
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When the 
cast and crew 
began work on 
‘Beauty and 
the Beast’ back 
in September, 
little did we 
know it would 
become a journey 
that would 
last the whole 
academic year!

The production was 
initially scheduled to hit 
the stage in February, 

but with cases of Covid 
increasing around Christmas 
time, and a very uncertain 
national picture (would we 
have another lockdown? 
Would members of our cast 
and production team be forced 
into extended isolation with 
only one month to go?) we 
took the decision to postpone 
the production until July.

I hope they will now 
say that it was worth it.

The main challenge of 
‘Beauty and the Beast’ is to 
create three very distinct 
worlds - the ‘provincial life’ 

of the village, the magical 
world of the enchanted 
castle, and the forest that 
separates them. I could not 
have solved that problem 
without the input of David 
Boddy (who designed the set 
with me), Michael Horsley 
(who built our wonderful set), 
and Luke James (who worked 
wonders with 3D printing 
and video projections).

The show is also a musical 
challenge, and Katie Staggs 
and Andrew McIntyre were 
wonderful musical directors 
who led the cast and orchestra 
to produce the excellent sound 
we all enjoyed so much. I was 
particularly impressed that 

so many of our students were 
playing in what sounded like 
a professional orchestra.

Jess Dunkley’s choreography 
is also worth a paragraph: 
I was really thrilled by how 
the many company numbers 
looked, and that was in 
no small part down to her 
imagination and skill.

The cast too really were 
a delight to work with. 
Led by Beauty and the 
Beast - Elise Wilcock and 
Callum Sanderson, who 
were utterly professional 
throughout the process - they 
all stepped up to produce a 
show that I hope they were 
immensely proud of.

I was certainly a very proud 
director when I saw how 
they coped with the various 
challenges of a (delayed!) 
full scale musical with 
such maturity and talent.

‘Beauty and the Beast’ 
is the first musical I have 
directed at Yarm, having 
joined the school as Head of 
English in September 2019, 
just before Covid hit us. I have 
certainly enjoyed directing 
it, and sincerely hope the 
audiences enjoyed it enough 
to ensure it won’t be my last!

Mr L Gilbert
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Dance pupils take part 
in school holiday dance 
workshops, weekly 

private lessons, activities, 
Sixth Form games and 
dance in their PE lessons. 

Pupils have learnt dance 
routines in a range of dance 
styles including commercial, 
jazz, contemporary, lyrical, 
street and Bollywood. 
They have also improved 
their technique and 
performance skills in their 
weekly dance lessons. 

First to Third Year pupils 
took part in dance as part 
of their PE with lessons 
based on dance styles, dance 
in film and Strictly Come 
Dancing. Pupils created their 
own choreography for their 
end of term assessment. 

Twenty-eight First to Fourth 
Year pupils entered into the 
Northern Schools Dance 
Competition with a piece to 
‘Beneath Your Beautiful’ and 
did extremely well against 
some strong competition. 

Sixteen First to Fourth Year 

dancers took to the stage for 
the first time in over 2 years 
in this year’s DT Fashion 
Show. They opened the show 
with energy, elegance and 
confidence as they performed 
an exciting dance, inspired 
by weather. They danced to 
a medley of music including 
‘Singin’ in the Rain’, ‘Thunder’ 
and ‘Here Comes the Sun’. Well 
done to all dancers involved! 

This year’s school musical 
was ‘Beauty and the Beast’ 
and it included several big 
upbeat dance numbers 
including ‘ Gaston’, ‘Be Our 
Guest’ and ‘Human Again’. 
After months of rehearsals 
all the hard work paid off 
because, WOW, they were 
incredible on stage. All the 
cast showed an unbelievably 
high level of commitment, 
ambition and dedication 
throughout the rehearsal 
process which was recognised 
through their outstanding 
performance on stage. 

Eighty-five Senior and 
Sixth Form pupils took to the 

stage to perform in ‘Bring the 
Beat Back’ Dance Showcase 
2022. It was an evening of 
entertainment as the dancers 
span their way through songs 
from the year 2000 up to 
2022. They performed to songs 
from Justin Timberlake, The 
Killers, Lady Gaga and Bruno 
Mars which had the audience 
tapping their feet and wanting 
to get up and dance. The 
evening was full of magic, 
energy and feel good fun! 

Our dancers continue 
to challenge and push 
themselves and always 
have so much energy and 
enthusiasm. There is a 
genuine love of dance at 
Yarm which is evident not 
only in the big showcases 
and performances but in 
the everyday life of the 
school. I love seeing the fun, 
dedication and enjoyment 
the pupils have in their 
dance lessons. Well done 
for another fantastic year!

Mrs J Dunkley

through the year
Dancing

The Dance Department has had a fantastic 
year going from strength to strength in 
participation, talent and enthusiasm.
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“A truly mesmerising 
Dance Showcase on 
Friday evening”

“I was blown away by 
the range of dance 
and the skills on 
show, but mainly so 
pleased to see so much 
happiness on stage”

“The Dance Showcase on 
Friday was amazing... it 
was the best one yet!!”

“The dance showcase 
was out of this world 
and we had such 
fun watching it.”

“Absolutely fantastic 
evening”

“It was incredible” 

“Phenomenal, slick 
and so professional”

What the audience
had to say...
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REMEMBER,  
REBUILD,  

REIGNITE AND 
REGROW
Out of the darkest times, we must reach 
out for those shimmers of light and believe 
that light will grow brighter day by day: 
this year’s musical summary is perhaps 
the most challenging I have had to write.
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It is no coincidence that 
our musical aims and 
aspirations post lockdowns 

have evolved with a focus on 
rebuilding and regrowing. 
We cannot ignore the impact 
Covid has had on musical 
development and our young 
musicians have needed an 
environment where they can 
indeed “rebuild and regrow”, 
learning from the recent 
past and move forward with 
“curiosity and compassion”. In 
our departmental development 
plan (July 2021), I wrote; 
“Through the Covid crisis, 
music has been a driving 
force of good - a key vehicle 
for compassion. By raising 
awareness of compassion 
through music, we will strive 
to engender a deeper, soul-
enriched understanding of the 
role music has to play in society 
as a whole. An ambitious aim, 
yes, but through this will 
come a greater awareness 
of world issues and needs, a 
greater sensitivity to the needs 
of others and the nurturing 
of an increasing curiosity 
through musical endeavour.” 
One month later, our beloved 
music teacher, Naomi Haigh 
died. A day does not go by 
without something reminding 

us of her incredible musical 
energy, her effervescent 
personality, who touched 
the hearts of everyone with 
whom she came into contact. 
Never before have I wanted 
the words of our departmental 
aims to lift off the page and 
become an embryonic force 
of good, building day by day, 
year by year; to be inspired 
by Naomi’s burning desire to 
make the world a better place.

Our pupils and students 
have been nothing short of 
amazing this year; they have 
grown in confidence and 
continued to develop as young 
musicians in their personal 
journeys. What has shone 
through is their selfless desire 
to bring pleasure through 
their musical endeavours. 
The journey continues to 
be challenging with the 
constantly shifting parameters 
as Covid has persisted on 
making its presence felt. 
We have all become experts 
in adaptability and finding 
solutions to enable live music 
to have a place in our lives.

It would be easy to focus 
on the negatives; smaller 
ensembles rehearsing week 
on week (oh how we miss full 
choir), no intimate concerts 

in our beloved Recital Room, 
no sell out Community Carol 
Services with 300 performers 
on the stage, no hymns in 
assembly, no carol services 
in Yarm Parish Church, no 
School production in February. 
However, the solutions to 
these issues and the sheer list 
of what has been achieved 
demonstrates how amazing 
our young people are!

So, what have we done in our 
quest to remember, reignite, 
rebuild and regrow? Here is an 
honest recount of our journey…

On the most basic of levels, 
the sound of collective music-
making day in day out has 
reignited a love of musical 
cooperation and engagement; 
the start of the year was all 
about rehearsing and building 
confidence. On a daily basis, 
our talented visiting music 
teachers give so much to our 
young people and I should 
like to thank them all for 
everything they do to make 
the department such a special 
place. Congratulations to all 
those musicians who have 
been successful in the many 
external music exams that 
have taken place every term. 
ABRSM, LCM and Rock School 
exams take real effort, as 

parents well know, and they 
should feel immensely proud 
of their achievements. It is 
also wonderful that many of 
our musicians participate in 
local and national choral and 
instrumental ensembles and 
those in Tees Valley Youth 
Orchestra have just returned 
from a fantastic tour to 
Florence as I write. Singers and 
harpists have performed in the 
first music festivals since Covid 
which has provided much 
needed performing experience 
as well as useful feedback. 
Three of our young drummers 
helped Mr Halford lead 
workshops in Middlesbrough 
as part of the Department for 
Education’s Holiday, Activities 
and Food Programme and, 
through TVMS, our young 
singers regularly perform for 
the Rotary Club. There is much 
to celebrate, much we can do 
and this is just the start!

The music at Remembrance 
had an added poignancy 
this year; the first time choir 
had performed in person 
since Christmas 2019, 
singing a cappella, with total 
commitment to the sentiment 
of the occasion. Trumpeters 
Laura Hull at Senior School 
and Jodie Hegab at Prep, drew 
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all present into their bugle 
calls to commemorate those 
who have lost their lives in 
conflict. Laura also played 
the Last Post and Reveille 
for the Yarm community on 
Remembrance Sunday.

By mid November, musical 
engagement was in full 
swing. Choral Society was 
back on track and our sights 
were firmly set on celebrating 
Christmas with our wider 
community. How could we 
make our sell-out Christmas 
concerts work? The answer, 
four shorter concerts with a 
larger performance space and 
bubble seating in the audience. 
To receive words of support 
from our guru of ventilation, 
Prof Cath Noakes was a huge 
reassurance: “Very well done. 
The students were amazing! 
Everything feels a bit odd at 
the moment, but I thought you 
did a great job of balancing 
the joy of a live performance 
with a safe environment.” 
Musical offerings outside of 
School took off with a rousing 
Christmas party at Osbournes 
with our friends from Vision 
25 and hearty carol singing 
at Crathorne in aid of a 

number of local charities and 
organised by Maddie Lane and 
our wonderful Upper Sixth. 
However, with Covid cases on 
the increase, we had to make 
the decision to curtail our 
usual end of term activities. 
With the technical wizardry 
of our own Mr Mac, incredible 
performances from our 
Third and Fourth Years (with 
guest appearances from Dr 
Williams and Mrs Kingsbury) 
and our talented Sixth Form 
students, provided the School 
with festive cheer in our 
online Christmas assembly. 
The following morning, the 
School community arrived 
to the joyous festive sounds 
from the staff brass band and 
carol services also took place, 
not as planned, but al fresco 
on the hard court with the 
magnificent sounds of the PAA 
organ superbly recorded by 
Mr Williams, accompanying 
our hearty singing of carols. 

2022 did not start positively 
and the decision was made to 
postpone our production of 
‘Beauty and the Beast’ until the 
end of the Summer Term; a big 
decision, pragmatically taken 
and one accepted so graciously 
by the company. Rehearsals 
continued for the show but 
with less pressure, enabling 
us to think more creatively 
once again about our concerts 
moving forward. 2 smaller 
scale concerts was the solution, 
featuring all our wonderful 

ensembles and some superb 
soloists. The energy on the 
stage was tangible and the 
quality of music-making 
from all our performers, 
whatever their age and musical 
experience, breathtaking. With 
charitable giving a focus at 
all our concerts, Emily Carter 
took on the organisation 
of the 2nd concert in aid of 
Alzheimer’s Society. What an 
incredible night it was, not just 
because of the amazing raffle 
prizes Emily had accrued, but 
because it provided our superb 
leaving Upper Sixth with a 
platform to say their own 
musical farewell to School. The 
following day, our wonderful 
musicians regathered to 
perform at our Easter Service. 
Sadly, no hymns, but a 
service of contemplation, 
words and choral and 
instrumental music reflecting 
the Easter message of hope.

At the start of the 
Summer Term, the light was 
brightening and there was a 
real sense of positivity. The 
Leavers’ Service in Yarm 
Methodist Church was a huge 
roller coaster of emotions. 
The joy of coming together 
to celebrate with the Upper 
Sixth and their families, the 
incredible feeling of singing 
hymns together again, united 
and resonant through song! 
The power of the chamber 
choir singing “Total Praise” 
from their hearts, the heartfelt 

words of Mr Woodward; 
emotions were high. For 
me, the Upper Sixth singing 
Abba’s ‘Slipping Through My 
Fingers’ arranged by Shilpi 
is a moment I will never 
forget, unifying the whole 
congregation in a sea of tears.

During the latter part of the 
Summer Term, post exams, 
music lifted the spirits of 
many with ever-increasing 
confidence. Having missed 
Yarm Parish Church at 
Christmas, it was a privilege 
to perform there in aid of 
their organ appeal. Talented 
soloists from School joined 
Yarm Choral Society in a 
wonderful celebration of music 
from the young and slightly 
less young which was loved 
by the full church audience. 
The concert was a poignant 
one as the choir said their fond 
farewells to the wonderful 
Mr Christopher Reeve.

One week later, we were 
into the run up to the much 
anticipated ‘Beauty and the 
Beast’. What an electrifying 
show it was, performed and put 
together by an extraordinary 
group of people, unified in 
a common goal of bringing 
some much needed joy to 
everyone present. Whilst 
there is a separate article on 
the production, what these 
young people on the stage, in 
the pit and behind the scenes 
created with the support 
of an incredible group of 

“Such talent and a feel good 
atmosphere. Members from 
Stockton Stage Society stopped me 
on the way out, raving about it!”

“Amazed by the quality of the production 
and the talent of the actors and 
musicians. Mind you, I shouldn’t have 
been amazed because we have come 
to expect such high standards from 
the music and drama at Yarm School.”

“Just wanted to say a massive thank you 
for making it the best time of my life. I 
have loved every second of every part of 
it. I am still buzzing and I won’t sleep for 
a while. Can’t wait for the next time.”

“Wow! What a show. Thoroughly  
enjoyed it. Great principals, great  
chorus, great dancing, great music.  
A real treat. Keep that energy going…”

“I was blown away with the quality of 
the show. The principals were brilliant 
with some great acting and comedy 
timing as well as wonderful singing. 
The ensemble really brought the big 
scenes to life with their energy, great 
dance routines and lovely harmonies, 
supported of course by the band… 
Thanks for bringing the very best out of 
these young people and creating a show 
that they can all be extremely proud of.”

“I wanted to thank you and the 
department for how much I learnt 
throughout my time at school - I 
always felt a bit out of my depth at 
school and in university but coming to 
choir, chamber choir, barbershop and 
everything else I did allowed me to 
pursue singing as a passion, giving me 
the skills and confidence required.”

“Thank you for the amazing concert 
you have put together; it was truly 
incredible and choral society especially 
had me in tears, it was just amazing.!

“Our concert proved again the magical 
properties of music and singing. 
Watching the choir at the end of the 
concert, it was a sea of smiling, uplifted 
people. Thank you for how you manage 
to nourish and challenge choral society.”

“Congratulations on 4 fabulous 
Christmas concerts. A lady phoned 
school to say how fantastic it was last 
night. After difficult times during 
Covid, hearing the singing and music 
had brought Christmas back to her.”

“You must be immensely proud of 
your wonderful department and 
your outstanding students. It was a 
fabulous evening and my wife and 
I were blown away by the talent.”
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staff, was nothing short of 
amazing. The journey of our 
production of ‘Beauty and 
the Beast’ is certainly living 
proof of these young people’s 
abilities to “remember, rebuild, 
reignite and regrow”!

With the final week upon 
us, Mr Reeve and Mr Williams, 
with the support of Mr 
McIntyre and Mr James, put 
together our first live Dovecote 
Festival since the Headmaster’s 
arrival at Yarm. Again, the 
sense of “team” shone through 
with Sodexo providing the 
most incredible BBQ and the 
pupils and students putting 
on an informal evening of 
exhilarating joy. It was a 
wonderful occasion and a 
fitting one for the pupils and 
students to say a huge thank 
you and best wishes to Mr 
Reeve, our own superman, 
as he moves on to a new 
chapter in his life. Personally, 
I should like to thank Mr 
Reeve for all he has brought 
to the Music Department and 
we shall miss him greatly.

The end of term, time to 
relax? Not quite… one further 
musical duty landed on the 
metaphorical departmental lap 
in the final days, but one that 
really does have a message of 
rebuilding and reshaping a 
community: we were asked to 
provide a band for the ground-
breaking ceremony of the South 
Korean SeAH Wind’s massive 
investment in Teesside.

An honour indeed, and I 
am indebted to the pupils, 
students and staff who rallied 
round to create a superb 
band at short notice. I have 
to confess that the request 
that we perform the South 
Korean national anthem with 
24 hours’ notice was quite a 
transposing and arranging 
challenge for this poor ageing 
music teacher; Naomi’s can-
do mantra kept me going.

Mrs K Staggs

REMEMBER,  
REBUILD,  

REIGNITE AND 
REGROW

Music Review

YARM SCHOOL MAGAZINE 2021-22   11 



In 1943, living under 
Nazi Occupation in Paris, 
Jean-Paul Sartre wrote a 

play - Huis Clos, or No Exit - all 
about our relationships with 
others - and how, when we get 
these relationships wrong, we 
can create our own kind of hell 
on Earth. During rehearsals, 
the original cast did not know 
if they would ever be able to 
perform the play, as the Nazi 
authorities kept giving and 
then rescinding permission 
for the play to go ahead. Sartre 
had to limit the play to one 
Act, so as to comply with the 
curfew imposed on all French 
citizens in Paris. Finally, in 
1944, the play went ahead, 
performed for the first time 
still under Nazi occupation. 
The claustrophobia of the play, 
which all takes place in one 
room - a room in hell, in which 
the three main characters will 
be confined forever - very much 
reflected the claustrophobia 
of French citizens in 
occupied Paris at the time.

The play was first performed 
in English in 1946, with no 
less than Alec Guinness in 
one of the lead roles (you 
can listen to him in the role 
in a recording of a BBC radio 
adaptation from the same 
year). On the 2nd and 3rd 
February 2022, a phenomenal 
cast of highly committed and 
talented francophone Yarm 
School actors reproduced 
Huis Clos, entirely in French 
with English subtitles, in 
front of two packed audiences 
in the Studio Theatre.

It is difficult to do justice 
here to the achievement 
that this represents. Any 
play requires a level of 
commitment, dedication, skill 

and daring to pull off - and 
to do all of this in a foreign 
language is in my view 
extraordinary. Luke Porter, 
Hermia Johnson and Morven 
Hawthorne established the 
tone of the play spectacularly, 
as the garçons (valets) working 
in hell, and ensuring that 
all is set up just so, ready for 
the psychological torment of 
the main characters to begin. 
Luke’s ability to make the 
audience complicit deserves 
particular mention here; his 
sardonic and exasperated 
performance was a pleasure 
to behold. Kitty Brown and 
Hannah Stewart (who, it is 
hard to believe, are supposedly 
at GCSE French level) brought 
an equally comical and 
disturbing performance to 
the character of Estelle - who 
at first claims to have no 
idea why she has been sent 
to hell, before revealing the 
true depths of her cruelty. 
Kitty’s physical comedy, as 
well as her comic timing (not 
to overemphasise the point, 
but in a foreign language to 
boot) were sophisticated and 
smooth - and made it all the 
more powerful when things 
become serious later on in the 
play. Hannah’s remorseless 
depiction of the crueller side of 
Estelle, and her desperate need 
to be objectified by Garcin, 
was again staggering - by the 
end of the play, the audience 
truly hated Estelle, and it is a 
compliment when I say this 
is down to Hannah’s skill.

With the two largest 
roles, Katie Sidebotham and 
Annabella Burgess played 
Inès and Garcin respectively. 
Inès is a lesbian post-office 
clerk in hell for tirelessly 

manipulating her partner, 
Florence; Garcin is a deserter 
who fled Rio when he was 
called for military service 
and who also relentlessly 
tormented his wife. Both 
are characters destined for 
hell, and Katie and Bella 
brought them to life (if 
you’ll pardon the pun) with 
performances which were 
mature, uncomfortable 
(in all of the right ways) 
and utterly engaging. The 
biggest compliment I can 
pay to their French is that, 
early on in the play, you 
forgot they were performing 
in a foreign language - so 
comfortable and in command 
of the French were they.

As I said earlier, I struggle 
to find the right words to 
express quite how good I think 
this production was. To Mr 
Brookes, Mr Pender and all 
of the theatre staff - thank 
you so much for your tireless 
efforts. To Mr Ravenhall - 
thank you for your constant 
support, and we will work 
on your prompting! And to 
the cast - I hope you all know 
how proud I am of you.

Mr A Bridges

HUIS CLOS
ON STAGE IN THE STUDIO THEATRE:  
WEDNESDAY 2ND AND THURSDAY 3RD FEBRUARY 2022
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G reek tragedies were 
originally performed as 
trilogies: three plays, 

connected by story or theme. 
Three plays by the playwright 
Aeschylus – Agamemnon, 
the Libation Bearers and the 
Eumenides – make up the 
only trilogy that survives to 
us today: the Oresteia. This, a 
trilogy adapted in performance 
to a single play, was presented 
to us by the members of the 
Fourth Year last week.

The play centres, as any 
Greek tragedy should, on a 
cursed family. The horror 
that afflicts this house began 
when the old king murdered 
his brother’s sons and fed 
them to their father, and 
continued when his son, 
the new king Agamemnon, 
sacrificed his own daughter 
in order to be able to sail to 
Troy. As the play progresses, 
wife murders husband, and 
then son murders mother 
in revenge. How can this 
endless cycle of madness, 
vengeance and bloodshed be 
brought to an end? In true 
Athenian style, with a trial.

The play is thick and heavy 
with dread. As the story 
opens, the Watchman – in 

a compelling and arresting 
monologue from Spyke 
Marshall-Burnell – sets out 
the scene: we are in the city of 
Argos, waiting for the return 
of the king, Agamemnon, who 
has been absent fighting in 
the Trojan War for the last ten 
years. Something is amiss. The 
queen is involved. But before 
he can tell us any details, the 
sight of the signal beacon 
fires announces the imminent 
return of the king. Aching 
anxiety turns to jubilation. 
But the sense of joy won’t last. 
Later, Cassandra, captured 
princess of Troy, maddened 
with the gift of prophecy but 
cursed never to be believed, 
tells the assembled chorus of 
the cannibalistic crimes of 
the house’s past and warns 
them of the imminent death 
of Agamemnon and herself. 
Ellie Lamb’s powerful portrayal 
had the audience gripped 
as she recounted horrors 
both past and to come.

The murder itself was played 
out in silhouette, back lit and 
projected in flashes upon 
panels. Clytemnestra, the 
murderous queen, avenging 
her sacrificed daughter, steps 
over the corpse of the man she 

has lured into his own house 
along a blood-red carpet to his 
doom. Phoebe Nichol delivered 
an impressive performance in 
the role, the most demanding 
in the play, giving us a 
Clytemnestra who was seething 
with righteous fury and 
dripping with sinister menace.

In the second half of the 
play, the atmosphere of 
dread resumes as the next 
generation plot their own act 
of violence. Orestes (Oskar 
Studholme) and Electra (Nila 
Baskar) meet at their father’s 
tomb and, in a dark prayer, 
begin to orchestrate their 
mother’s death. Oskar and 
Nila both gave forceful and 
convincing interpretations 
of their character, and the 
audible gasps from the 
audience when Orestes stabbed 
Clytemnestra is testament 
to how well the actors had 
encouraged us to invest in the 
lives of this twisted family.

At this stage, the play’s final 
third begins, with a chorus 
of Furies, appearing first in 
silhouette, before breaking 
forth from the two-dimensional 
screens and bursting into 
life on the stage, all prowling 
movement and staring eyes. 

Special mention must be 
made of Nila Baskar, for 
stepping into this role at 
the last minute, and to Ava 
Carter, whose commitment 
to the physicality and 
movement, along with her 
chilling delivery, really 
captured the tormenting 
menace that the Furies 
are meant to represent. 
In pursuing a now nearly 
broken Orestes to Athens, the 
Furies become a  
plaintiff in his trial, with 
the god Apollo (Ellie Lamb 
again) as the defence, 
and the goddess Athene 
presiding as judge. Nicole 
Lambert’s measured, 
authoritative, even 
stentorian delivery captured 
every bit of the goddess’s 
authority as she gathered 
up the audience’s vote and 
ultimately acquitted Orestes. 
Law, order and civilisation 
thus brings an end to the 
savage blood feuds of old.

Congratulations are 
due to every single one 
of the twenty-one Fourth 
Year cast members who 
worked so hard to bring 
this demanding and 
provocative piece to life.

ORESTEIA
THE

ON STAGE IN THE STUDIO THEATRE: WEDNESDAY 27TH TO FRIDAY 29TH APRIL 2022
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A group of our Fifth Year 
pupils embarked upon 
a huge challenge in 

October 2021. In only six 
weeks, they attempted to 
rehearse and perform a well 
known story; the story of 
Anne Frank and her family. 
To say they achieved it would 
be an understatement, they 
absolutely smashed it!

The number of lines learnt, 
first of all, was a feat in 
itself. What was impressive 
was the camaraderie and 
the way the cast helped and 
looked after each other. They 
sourced most of the props 
themselves and took real 
ownership over the play. Six 
weeks is no time at all to put 
together a full-length play, 
and this was a tricky play. The 
set was simple, the staging 
was static (by its nature) as 
it is set in an attic; there is 
nowhere to hide, the acting 
had to be good, and it was!

All the performers did a 
brilliant job, as even when not 
delivering lines, they were 
onstage most of the time. 

The activity in the 
background was brilliant, 
wherever you looked people 
were fully engaged and 
invested in their activities 
and fully in character. This 
really helped to set the scene 
and make the action feel 
real. People often neglect the 
supporting roles behind the 
dialogue, this was certainly 
not the case with this play, that 
for me was the real stand out 
in this play, and huge credit 
should be given to the cast for 
their attention to detail and to 
Miss Ivison for her direction.

I don’t think it would be 
fair to single out individual 
performances as this was 
such a strong ensemble piece. 
Suffice to say, the characters 
really drove the piece through, 
provided many moments 
of comedy and tragedy.

The story, as most people 
know, is a sad one, and the  
play bookends the story of 
Anne’s diary beautifully with  
a section of action set post 
war, where Anne’s father 
revisits the attic hideaway. 

This sets the scene at the 
start and sums up the play 
brilliantly. There is however 
an overwhelming feeling of joy 
in the face of adversity, which 
is strangely uplifting. The play 
does however leave you feeling 
emotionally drained by the 
end of it. For those who missed 
it...you missed a real treat!

Mr D Brookes

ON STAGE IN THE STUDIO THEATRE: WEDNESDAY 24TH TO FRIDAY 26TH NOVEMBER 2021

Anne FrankTHE DIARY OF
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W e were treated to 
some wonderful 
theatre — challenging, 

funny, moving and above 
all, deeply human — as six 
members of the Lower Sixth 
performed Andrew Bovell’s 
Things I Know To Be True, 
directed by Mr Pender.

Set in suburban Australia, 
the play explores relationships 
within the Price family: 
retired factory worker and 
enthusiastic (and militant) 
gardener Bob (Ella Brent); 
working nurse, and fierce 
serial mother Fran (Elise 
Wilcock); and their children, 
the unsettled Mia (Jasmine 
Murphy), ambitious and 
unfulfilled Pip (Amy Willis), 
flash and brash Ben (Callum 
Sanderson), and the accidental 
Rosie (Laura Cunningham), 
baby of the family.

The play gives each of its 
characters a moment in the 
spotlight, a critical moment 
to move through and past. 
Rosie opens the play with a 
long and touching monologue 
about her European gap year, 
her seeking of adventure, 
her whirlwind romance 
with a handsome Spanish 
man, and her heartbreak, 
embarrassment and shame 
when she wakes up to discover 
that she has not only been 
dumped, but also robbed. 
Laura Cunningham opens 
the play compellingly and 
holds the audience’s focus 
throughout. At the same 
time she introduces us to 
the demanding nature of 
performance in the round, 
with the audience seated on all 
four sides of the performers: 
she and the rest of the cast 

work this space skilfully, 
presenting unique views of 
the action to everyone.

Bob’s incredulity and 
frustration that Rosie might 
have taken a taxi home from 
the airport is ‘classic dad’ and 
offers one of the first examples 
of the play’s genuine funny 
moments. Ella Brent has one 
of the more demanding jobs 
in the play — a 17 year old girl, 
playing a 63 year old man — 
and yet she manages to fully 
disappear into the role, able 
to offer that old-school dad 
energy as well as, later on in 
the play, genuine moments 
of romantic tenderness and 
wounded betrayal in his long 
and complex, but devoted, 
relationship with Fran.

Each of the siblings has 
their turn. Next up is Pip. Amy 
Willis authentically presents 
Pip’s stern self-reliance (or is 
that selfishness?), an older 
child, driven to get what she 
wants out of life, frustrated by 
the world’s expectations of a 
wife and mother, and nursing 
a deep grudge against her 
own mother from a childhood 
trauma (aficionados of Yarm 
School drama will recognise 
a familiar duologue from this 
moment). Pip’s announcement, 
eked out of her, that she is 
leaving her husband, and 
leaving her children with him, 
as she goes overseas to explore 
professional fulfilment, gets 
very different reactions from 
her parents, something that 
recurs throughout the play.

Mia, at this point in the play 
known to her family as the 
eldest son Mark, has another 
revelation to make. Fran and 
Bob are just about ready to 

deal with what they think this 
revelation might be — that 
their son is gay — yet they are 
completely blindsided by the 
reality: Bob tragically even 
takes Mia’s moment away from 
her by speculating on this as 
the worst outcome he could 
imagine. Jasmine Murphy’s 
sensitive portrayal of the 
transgender Mia captures 
the moment in her life when 
she is ready to do what she 
needs to do, even break away 
from her family, if it means 
she can be surrounded by the 
support she needs. All Bob 
and Fran can do is grieve for 
the son they have lost; they 
aren’t yet ready to welcome the 
daughter they have gained.

Last among the children 
is Ben, indulged (at 28, 
his mother still does his 
washing), a reckless spender 
(Bob comments on the car 
he’s parked in the drive), 
and selfish — he comes for 
food, but not family or love, 
and will take frozen home-
cooked lasagnes away with 
him rather than spend time 
with his parents or siblings. 
Callum Sanderson shows us 
this side of Ben, the front he 
puts on to impress both his 
family and his snooty private 
school mates, as well as the 
panicked little boy, who runs 
to mum and dad to help him, 
when his financial crimes 
catch up with him. Again, the 
divide in parental reactions 
is stark, with Bob insisting 
that Ben be held accountable, 
and Fran not prepared to let 
that happen, even if it might 
cost her her marriage.

Fran is, in some ways, the 
linchpin that holds the family 

together. Elise Wilcock gives 
us a compelling Fran, one who 
is simultaneously maternal 
and nurturing, as well as 
steely and uncompromising. 
Fran’s long career as a nurse 
and mother has left her 
unsentimental — she knows all 
too well what the world is like, 
how it treats women like her, 
and she has made sure that 
she has always had an exit 
plan, even if she has (almost) 
never been tempted to use it.

Staged skilfully, with 
some beautiful and tender 
deployments of petals 
and leaves, and swirling 
movement of the performers 
in quiet interlude moments of 
physical theatre, Mr Pender’s 
production was a treasure 
enjoyed universally by its 
audience. The testament 
to the play’s effectiveness 
must be the sound of 
sniffles from all sides as 
the play came to a close.

Mr J Hall

ON STAGE IN THE STUDIO THEATRE: WEDNESDAY 9TH TO FRIDAY 11TH MARCH 2022

To Be True 
Things I Know 
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It was fantastic to see 
our pupils treading the 
boards again in the 2022 

Duologue Competitions, held 
in May. We had a huge array 
of pieces, which had been 
chosen, learnt and rehearsed 
independently by the 
pupils. We witnessed some 
great performances, both 
emotionally and comically, 
with all pupils doing 
themselves proud. Whilst this 
is a Duologue Competition, 
all who took part should be 
commended for their hard 
work, dedication and talent.

Intermediate Duologues
We opened with The Lost 
Princess by Annabel Lacy 
and Kyra Hyndman with 
some fantastic character 
performances and use 
of voice. The changes in 
emotions were really clear 
and the piece was well-
rehearsed and slick. We 
then had a sketch from The 
Catherine Tate Show by Nila 
Baskar and Anoushka Paul. 
This was really amusing, 
with some lovely character 
touches. Whilst I had seen 
this piece before, it felt like 
a fresh and imaginative 
take on it. We then had 7 
into 28 from Ajay Selvan 
and Avanish Batra. This 
was quirky and amusing, 
with some lovely use of 

words and comic timing. 
It was a really interesting 
piece and performed very 
well. Following that we 
visited the world of Greek 
Tragedy with Antigone from 
Jenifer Umashankar and 
Jennifer Chan. This was a 
really mature performance, 
with good use of space and 
volume. The characters 
and their relationship 
came across clearly, as 
did the story. We finished 
with Sunflowers from 
Grace Crawford and Rose 
Tompkins - our Duologue 
Winners. The piece had a 
lovely mix of drama and 
comedy, with really good 
delivery and characters. It 
both amused and moved 
our audience in the space 
of 3 minutes, well done!

Senior Duologues
Amy Willis and Elise 
Wilcock performed Things 
I Know to be True; they 
were the only Senior entry 
but were well-deserved 
winners. This performance 
was a great example of 
performers committing 
completely to characters 
and their emotions. The 
relationship was clear and 
obviously strained. They 
used the space well and 
performed brilliantly a really 
moving piece - well done!

Junior Duologues
We opened with Naila 
Krishnamoorthy and Ivy 
Addison performing a piece 
from the film Nine Lives. This 
was edgy and well performed. 
They used the space well 
and built up the tension. 
There was a nice relationship 
between the two performers. 
Next came, Headline (our 
winning piece), from 
Mahanya Podalakur and Jesse 
Bissett Brown. It was funny 
and well staged, with both 
characters really believable 
and true to life. The way 
they were obviously so well 
rehearsed with the lines 
bouncing off each other made 
them a worthy winners - well 
done! Wax On Wax Off was 
performed by Noah Coulman 
and Spencer Hankinson. A 
tricky piece, well performed. 
There was a real commitment 
to the physical movements 
in this piece that made 
it very engaging. The 
following performance was 
a scene based on Twilight 
by Charlotte Dawson and 
Hannah Sanderson. The 
girls must be commended 
for writing their own script! 
It was good and there was a 
lovely build up to the scene. 
Both played the characters 
really well. We then were 
entertained by Surya Baskar 
and Naren Umashankar with 
Worrying About the Future. 

This was really amusing, 
and thought provoking, with 
great use of the space. The 
timing and delivery of the 
piece was also really strong. 
We then had a scene from 
the film Luca from Hira 
Rauf and Adam Paul. This 
piece had a lovely delivery 
of the lines and some great 
physical acting in it. The 
pair clearly worked really 
well together on this piece. 
Our penultimate Duologue 
(and a very close runner 
up - if we had them) was 
Walk Button by Gracie 
Rhodes-Hildreth and Sabie 
Anderson. This piece had 
lovely comic timing and 
delivery. They were not 
afraid to use silence in the 
piece, something people 
often shy away from. A funny 
and creative performance. 
Finally we had Roots from 
Minakshi Palat-Meethale and 
Sanjana Vasireddy. This was 
an amusing scene, with some 
lovely vocal commitment 
to the characters. The 
scene was nicely staged 
and well delivered.

A huge congratulations 
again to all involved, 
thanks to Luke Porter and 
Amy Willis for their help 
backstage. Thanks too to our 
Judges Dr Goodall, Mr Gilbert, 
Mr Hall and Miss Breslin. 

Mr D Brookes
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   The  power
 of two
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This was how a fantastic 
night of drama ended in 
the Princess Alexandra 

Auditorium in October 2021. 
Who would have thought 
that, for the first time in 
15 years, Bede House were 
going to win our annual 
House Drama Competition? 
The evening saw incredible 
performances from each of 
our Houses. Aidan, Bede, 
Cuthbert and Oswald. They all 
put on really strong, polished 
and entertaining shows.

We started with Cuthbert 
who gave us a an edited 
and condensed version of 
Despicable Me which went 
down really well with our 
audience. There were a number 
of stand out performances 
in this production: Noah 
Filer as Gru carried the 
show brilliantly, with lovely 
characterisation and delivery; 
his three adopted daughters 
played by Annabel Lacy, 
Olivia Mitchell and Lucy de 
la Motte were all superb, and 
really captured the character 
and age of the children they 

were playing; however, 
Cuthbert’s star performer was 
Danai Mawoko, playing the 
evil Vector. She completely 
encapsulated her character 
and her performance was 
brimming with energy. It 
is no surprise that, despite 
being a First Year, she took 
home the Performance 
Award at the end of the night. 
Cuthbert also had many great 
supporting roles. Cuthbert 
used their ‘chorus’ of Minions 
to good effect and it felt like a 
well-rounded performance.

Next we welcomed Aidan 
onto the stage, the directors 
and cast evidently worked 
really hard and pulled out a 
top drawer performance. The 
audience loved it and they 
came very close to winning. 
They set themselves a huge 
task to perform Nanny McPhee 
due to the fact it includes so 
many characters. The speed 
of line and scene changes 
was great, cues were not 
dropped and the cast acted 
throughout. It was a very 
wordy script and the cast 

(some quite young) dealt with 
it brilliantly! There were so 
many strong performers: 
Will Ferguson as Mr Brown 
deserves credit for the amount 
of dialogue he learnt and 
delivered confidently. Esther 
Lane did a really good job of 
portraying the quirky yet firm 
Nanny McPhee, with some nice 
touches of characterisation. 
There were two lovely cameo 
roles, full of character and 
performance that really helped 
to drive the performance on. 

Natasha Cunningham 
as Adelaide was stern and 
strict and suitably uptight. 
The part that really got the 
audience going was Lady 
Selma played by Jack Stoddart. 
A superb performance. 
The full company in Aidan 
worked seamlessly as a 
team to produce a wonderful 
end to the first half.

The eventual winners, 
Bede, performed Inside Out. 
This was a very challenging 
piece as, for those who haven’t 
seen the Disney Pixar film, 
a lot of the film takes place 
inside someone’s head and 
features her emotions as 
animated characters. The five 
emotions - Joy, Sadness, Fear, 
Anger and Disgust - were all 
really well characterised with 
distinctive traits and great 
delivery of lines. Joy, played by 
Laura Burns, and Sadness, by 
Oscar Shaw, took great care to 
remain completely in character 
and were both entertaining 
and touching. Their chemistry 
together was also great! 

“And the winner of the 2021 House Drama 
Competition is... BEDE HOUSE!”

BRAVO BEDE!
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Caitlin Anderson played 
the part of Bing Bong really 
well, making it hard to believe 
she is in First Year! Great 
energy, comic delivery and 
characterisation made her 
small role really stand out. Her 
death scene was particularly 
well done and brought a tear 
to many eyes in the theatre. 
Anoushka Paul, playing Riley, 
did a great job of acting the 
part, telling a story often 
without any lines. All the 
supporting roles of Riley and 
her family and friends were 
also well played. This piece 
was particularly strong due 
to the way it was staged and 
put together, very clever use 
of lighting and minimal set 
made it slick, easy to follow 
(which, with this film, was 
a feat in itself) and pacey. 
This all combined to make a 
recipe for success for Bede!

Finally Oswald treated 
us to a literary piece from 
David Walliams, Mr Stink. 
The overall production was 
really good and featured some 
amazing performances. Lucy 

Woodhouse as Mr Stink was 
superb, her projection was 
amazing. She played a wide 
range of emotions with skill 
and was ably supported by 
some lovely performances 
from Zaara Soni, Grace 
Crawford, Oliver Ayton and 
Isabella Brown as the Crumb 
family. Zaara particularly 
impressed with her lines and 
did a great job at portraying 
her character throughout. 
The slightly odd relationship 
between Mr and Mrs Crumb 
also provided amusement for 
the audience. All had great 
characterisation and delivery. 
There were some really nice 
cameo roles from Ajay Selvan 
as Yash, who performed 
with great energy, Harry 
D’Ambrogio as Boris Johnson 
(yes this was very amusing!) 
and our news reporters Ava 
Carter and Isaac Akowuah 
who both delivered their  
lines with confidence. 
The latter, Isaac, took home 
our Cameo Performance 
Award! Oswald did a great job 
of telling this story; with some 

lovely touching, dramatic 
moments, it was a fitting 
end to a superb evening.

All in all it was a fantastic 
night of drama, and any 
House could have won it! It is 
sometimes a shame we have 
to have a winner, but then it is 
a House Drama Competition. 
All the performers should be 
proud of what they achieved 

and the directors should 
be commended for doing 
a fantastic job across the 
board. Thank you to our 
three judges, Mrs Gratton, Dr 
Goodall and Mrs Charlton, 
and thank you to our fantastic 
audience. We can’t wait to 
do it all again next year!

Mr D Brookes

“And the winner of the 2021 House Drama 
Competition is... BEDE HOUSE!”

BRAVO BEDE!
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At the start of the 
summer holidays, 
twenty four First Year 

pupils headed to Seathwaite 
Farm in Borrowdale for a 
weekend of camping, cooking, 
canoeing and hiking.

Arriving at lunchtime, the 
pupils set about constructing 
their camp for the weekend 
before splitting into groups 
and heading out on the first 
hike. Working together to 
share the map reading, the 
groups slowly ascended Castle 
Crag with beautiful views up 

and down the Borrowdale 
Valley. After working up quite 
an appetite, the group returned 
to the camp for a barbecue 
cooked for them by the staff.

Saturday and Sunday 
saw the pupils continue in 
their groups alternating 
with either a hike up Green 
Gable or a canoe journey on 
Derwent Water. The weather 
was scorching hot which 
was excellent news for the 
canoeists who enjoyed an ice 
cream in Keswick and a nice 
cool dip in the lake at the end 

of the journey. The heat was 
more of a challenge for the 
hikers, who ascended steeply 
out from the campsite to 
climb Green Gable. However 
the steep, sweaty hike was 
rewarded with fantastic 
views over Great Gable as well 
as across to Scafell and the 
back of the Langdale Pikes.

After a whole day of 
activities the pupils then 
had to cook their own meal, 
working in pairs to cook a 
hearty, filling (including 
cake) dinner for themselves 

on expedition stoves.
It was a weekend of lots of 

fun, adventure and learning. 
The pupils will have taken 
home lots of skills to set 
them up for future outdoor 
education residentials in 
Second Year and beyond.

My thanks go to Miss Jeffries 
and Mrs Bridle for giving up 
the first weekend of their 
holiday, as well as Mr Dempsey 
who leaves Yarm in August 
to move on to pastures new.

Mr A Mathers
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1st Year Cumbria Camp / 2nd Year Adventure Camp

The Second Years 
returned to beautiful 
Bassenthwaite for their 

Outdoor Adventure Week at the 
end of June. An action packed 
three days saw the pupils go 
sailing on Bassenthwaite Lake, 
mountain bike at Whinlatter 
Forest, ghyll scramble in 
Stoneycroft Ghyll, as well as a 
mountain journey up Skiddaw 
to camp at Britain’s highest 
hostel, Skiddaw House.

Always a highlight on the 
outdoor education calendar, 
this year group were raring to 
go on a non-stop week of high 
energy activities. They showed 
their greatest traits as they got 
stuck in and bounced from one 
activity to the next, showing 
excellent teamwork in the 
ghyll, peer support during the 
rock climbing, and resilience 
on the mountain expedition 
up Skiddaw in not-so-perfect 

weather. Everyone taking part 
learnt something new about 
themselves and each other as 
they gelled together in their 
team throughout the three days 
and it is these soft skills that 
transfer into the classroom and 
contribute to making the pupils 
well rounded individuals.

As we have rebounded 
from Covid, this was another 
hugely successful week with 
keen, enthusiastic and polite 

pupils who will be ready 
to go for next year’s Third 
Year Journey. My thanks 
go to all the accompanying 
staff on the trip for all their 
cooking, driving, instructing 
and all round supervision 
of the pupils all week.

Mr A Mathers
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O ne hundred and sixteen 
pupils, supported by 
forty staff, took part in 

the biggest Third Year Journey 
yet when they returned to 
its traditional venue and 
circumnavigated Ripon on 
foot, by canoe and by bike.

The focus of the Journey is 
on travelling through the great 
outdoors, with pupils moving 
from one campsite to the next 

and being organised enough 
that all their equipment comes 
with them too! Along the 
way the pupils were trained 
in expedition skills for their 
Bronze D of E and completed 
their practice expedition.

Teams also undertook a day 
cycling on a mix of road and 
off-road cycle paths, passing 
through Fountains Abbey for 
ice cream, as well as canoeing 

on Ripon Canal from the heart 
of the city out to our campsite.

Throughout the trip, pupils 
collaborated within their 
teams to pack, navigate and 
cook successfully for four 
days, as well as showing 
their resilience when the 
cycling got tough and 
the canoeing got wet!

A very busy and successful 
trip with our pupils showing 

their excellent capabilities 
despite a dormant two 
years. Bronze D of E 
qualifying expedition is 
the next step - good luck!

My thanks again to all 
the staff who gave up their 
time to assist in some way 
on a very busy trip.

Mr A Mathers



ARE YOU FACING A  
FINANCIAL CHALLENGE? 
WE CAN HELP ...

As one of the largest independent chartered accountants and business 
advisers in the region, Clive Owen LLP has forged a strong reputation 
with clients across many sectors and industries.

Their newest tax partner David Baggaley joined the rapidly growing rm from EY.  He is a chartered accountant and 
chartered tax advisor and has spent the last 15 years advising fast growing entrepreneurial businesses and their owners 
across a full range of projects from core tax planning through to complex transactions and structuring. 

He said “The size of our practice is such that we can offer our clients the full breadth of services no matter what 
stage of their growth journey they are at, whilst retaining our client focus and levels of service.  We pride ourselves 
on supporting clients with a tailored service to meet their individual needs. We understand the challenges our 
clients face in their businesses and strive to help them achieve their business and nancial goals’’ 

Across the four ofces in Middlesbrough, Darlington, Durham and York, the rm now employs more than 115 people. 
The tax team has ve tax partners and a 17 strong team, making it one of the largest independent tax teams in the 
region.  

David said ‘‘We opened our fourth ofce on Riverside Park in Middlesbrough earlier this year with a 20-strong team. 
The new ofce will provide more space to grow the business across the Tees Valley where we already have a 
signicant number of existing clients and an appetite to develop further. I’m looking forward to working with some 
of the region’s most ambitious and entrepreneurial businesses’’ 

Clive Owen LLP offer a broad range of services to clients including being the most active 
corporate nance team in the region.  Clients regularly seek assistance from our specialist 
grants team who have a proven track record of delivering successful applications for 
clients.  All of this builds on the core audit, accountancy and business planning 
services which are at the heart of what we do. 

Clive Owen LLP is also part of Kreston, a global network of independent 
accounting rms across the world, enabling them to leverage their network 
of contacts in these countries to help shape international solutions for 
clients, which are increasingly operating on a global scale. 

DAVID BAGGALEY 

OFFICES IN DARLINGTON, YORK, DURHAM 
AND MIDDLESBROUGH.

CLIVEOWEN.COM   |   BUILDING BETTER BUSINESS
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August saw the Outdoor Education team 
head out to France with a small group 
of Sixth Form students for three weeks 
of action-packed outdoor activities. 

We headed down the 
autoroute to Southern 
France to embark on 

a four day canoe expedition 
on the River Célé. This was to 
be followed by some cycling 
and caving (albeit a visit to 
show caves) around Millau, 
followed by a three day hiking 
expedition through the 
mountains of Cantal on the 
GR400 and topping it all off 
with a visit to the boulders of 
Fontainebleau for four days of 
climbing on the way home.

Throughout the expedition 
the students were in control 
of the programme, budget, 
shopping and cooking. 

Most days we got into a nice 
routine: boulangerie run first 
thing followed by breakfast 
and then either canoeing/
hiking/cycling/climbing. A 
long lunch including a siesta 
followed by more activity in 
the afternoon. In the evening, 
meal preparation included 
lots of pasta/rice/potatoes 
and then a late evening meal. 
Usually each day was spent 
at a different campsite, so 
within all this we packed 
down camp, loaded the 
minibus and re-erected our 
camp at some place new.

This expedition was very 
much in the hands of the 

students. They set the tone, 
took control of it and hopefully 
got a lot out of it. The ethos 
of the trip wasn’t based on 
adventurous adrenaline-
fuelled activities, rather just 
journeying to places we hadn’t 
seen before by various means 
and enjoying the moments: 
almost harking back to 
Yarm School’s Expedition 
Club led by the founding 
Headmaster in the early years.

As ever, enormous thanks 
to Mr Dempsey for being my 
deputy throughout the trip. 

Mr A Mathers
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Summer Expedition France



BOULD
MOVES
As the first international school trip in the post 
covid era, a group of eighteen pupils and five staff 
journeyed to Fontainebleau, the European mecca 
of bouldering, during the Easter holidays. 
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A n energetic team 
made up of Sixth 
Form students on 

their second or even third 
visit to the area, as well as a 
number of new climbers in 
the Second and Third Year, 
visited various climbing areas 
in the Foret de Fontainebleau.

Regular, reliable climbing 
areas such as Cul de Chien 
and Bas Cuvier were visited, 
as well as new venues such 
as Canche aux Merciers, 
which ranked highly in the 
pupils’ top climbing areas 
due to the grade of climbs, 
friendly atmosphere and huge 
rounders field alongside.

With such a large, mixed 
group it was great to see 
pupils working together across 
the age ranges, with Second 
Years climbing with Fourth 

Years and Sixth Formers 
helping Third Years. Newbies 
started on white routes but 
were climbing oranges by 
the end of the week, with 
the odd blue problem ticked 
off. Old hands on the trip 
were happily cranking out 
the blue circuits with many 
red problems ticked off and 
stored in personal logbooks. 
An energetic and busy 
week, but with enough time 
for a game of rounders in 
the rain and to play beach 
football, with slacklining 
at Elephant on a wet day.

My thanks go to Dr Tulloch, 
Miss Street, Miss Jenyns 
and Mr Tucker for giving 
up a week of their holidays 
to accompany the trip.

Mr A Mathers



WINTER 
SKILLS
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Fontainebleau / Mountaineering

Our annual Winter 
Mountaineering 
weekend returned this 

year and in February eight 
Sixth Form students, along 
with Mr Mathers and Mr 
Dempsey, headed up to the 
Cairngorm National Park for 
three days of mountaineering 
and winter skills.

From our comfortable 
bunkhouse in Rothiemurchus 
Forest we ventured into 
the Northern Corries and 
Cairngorm mountains 
each day to learn and 
refine our skills with ice 
axe and crampons. 

Throughout the weekend the 
pupils learnt about how the 
snowpack forms, the different 
layers that appear and why, 
as well as how to journey 
safely in the winter mountain 
environment to avoid 
avalanches. Confident use 
of the ice axe and crampons 
was key as pupils ascended, 
traversed and descended 
steep mountainous slopes 
and they even learnt how to 
use a rope safely to descend 
the snow by a traditional 
abseil method. On the final 
day, we brought shovels 
out with us so emergency 

shelters (or mini snow holes) 
were dug by the pupils.

In addition to showing us 
their skills on the mountain, 
students also demonstrated 
their skills in the kitchen, 
confidently cooking up chilli 
and bolognese. So if you are in 
Fifth Year or Sixth Form, have 
done some hill walking and 
fancy the next step up on the 
challenge ladder, why don’t you 
join us next year for a windy 
but wonderful weekend away 
in the Scottish mountains?

Mr A Mathers



Our introduction trips for 
the new First Years back 
in September enabled 

pupils to get their first taste 
of off-road cycling around 
Sutton Bank, and to push 
their skills on the pump track, 
as well as being introduced 
to the Cheese Press in Long 
Churn Cave on a different 
introductory day in the 
Yorkshire Dales. More caves 
were explored on the First and 
Second Year Dales Weekend 
in December, with groups 
visiting Yordas Cave, Runscar 
and Thistle Caves, and Valley 
Entrance. The Sixth Form 
had a chance to try vertical 
caving techniques (SRT) with 
adventures down and up ropes 
in Bull Pot of the Witches and 
down to Dolly Tubs in Lower 
Long Churn on a dedicated 
Senior Caving Weekend.

Just before Easter, a small 
group of pupils spent a 
weekend in the Lake District 
in glorious weather on a 
dedicated Mountain Biking 

Weekend where over two 
days we explored the hidden 
trails of Grizedale Forest 
including the classic Grandad, 
Dad and The Dentist!

At the start of the Summer 
Term, twelve pupils went 
along to a lovely camping 
weekend in Dent where 
we again explored Upper 
and Lower Long Churn 
cave trying to avoid a dip 
in Plank Pool or Double 
Shuffle Pool, but everyone 
got wet as we climbed up 
the waterfall to exit at Dr 
Bannister’s Handbasin.

It has been an action packed 
year of weekend residentials, 
catering for all year groups 
at all levels on a range of 
different outdoor activities. 
Hopefully you can join us 
next year on one of them! My 
thanks to all the teaching staff 
who have accompanied any of 
these trips, in particular Miss 
Street, Mr Reeve and Mr Yates.

Mr A Mathers

Getting off the 
beaten track

The Outdoor Education 
Department has not 

just been out on foot 
and by canoe - we’ve 

managed to cycle a lot 
of miles and explore 

a number of caves 
on lots of different 

trips this year.
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Mountain Biking - Caving / Duke of Edinburgh Award

The D of E Scheme at Yarm 
continues to thrive. So 
many pupils embrace 

the values of the Award in 
which they have to complete 
all four sections (Physical, 
Volunteering, Skill and 
Expedition) with an extra 
challenge of completing a 
Residential section at Gold 
level. In doing so, they 
diversify their skill set and 
harness new qualities in their 
character to persevere with 
challenges and manage their 
time efficiently too. Good 
communication skills develop 
along the way, particularly 
when negotiating transport 
requests with busy parents 
to fulfil their activities, and 
coordinating friends to attend 
route planning meetings.

The success rate has been 
high this year, with many of 

our older pupils gaining the 
Certificate of Achievement 
(awarded when expeditions 
were curtailed due to Covid 
rules) but another 50 pupils 
managed to complete 
every section by the end 
of the Summer Term.

Bronze Awards Completed 
during 2021-22

Phillipa Lowe, Emily 
Dunn, Finn Meager, Emma 
Weatherhead, Arhana 
Pradeep, Danielle Devlin, 
James Waine, Hannah Stewart, 
Krista Bissett Brown, Lucy 
Bardgett, Annabel Lacy, 
Jennifer Chan, Keya Shah, 
Nila Baskar, Ammar Soni, 
Thomas Van Niekirk, Daniel 
Boyce, Toma Saha, Monisha 
Ravichandran, Emma 
Rubal-Garcia, Kayla Roberts, 
Natasha Cunningham, 
Adhithyan Dinakaran, Rushil 
Partha, Beth Newson, Sara 
Banerjee, Miriam Akowuah, 
Kyra Hyndman, Kitty 
Brown, Izzie Speight, Emelia 
Armstrong, Freddie Butler, 
Jasmine Scollay, Sophie 
Jewitt, Katie Hunt, Nicole 
Lambert, Michael Elsaify, 
Eleanor Lamb, Christina 
Fagan, Thomas Hardy, Anand 
Raviprakash, Eve Heward, 
Grace Harbinson, Samuel 
Page, Apsara Naguleswaran, 
Eva Speight, Evie Severn, 
Lucy Woodhouse, Tilly 
Gilraine and Naeha Rajaram. 

As well as dozens of Fourth 

Years, a further 100 new 
participants from Third 
Year have embraced the 
challenge at Bronze level. 
Many have completed 
sections already and they 
are aiming to fulfil all 
remaining sections during the 
forthcoming academic year.

At Gold level, out of the 
20+ Upper Sixth students 
enrolled, an impressive 
8 students are very near 
completion and one student, 
Dominic Green, has now 
completed his final section 
and is awaiting his invitation 
to receive his certificate. 
The diversity of activities 
has been truly impressive! 
As well as canoeing from 
one side of Scotland to the 
other and navigating their 
way across the Lake District, 
students have given their 
time generously with charities 
like Kissing it Better - who 
are working to end isolation 
in old age, and Barnardos. 
They have volunteered at 
tennis coaching, lifeguarding 
with triathlon clubs, CCF 
leadership, and more. 
Physically this cohort have 
orienteered, played tennis, 
developed personal fitness, 
climbed and rowed at National 
Level. Within the Skill section 
of the Award, they have been 
creative crocheters, coxed 
at National events, gained 
music diplomas and have 

grown vegetables and tried 
their hand with cookery 
skills. Architecture courses, 
national orienteering training 
weeks and multi-activity 
sports camps have completed 
the Residential section for 
some of our older students.

There are also a further 
25 Lower Sixth students 
participating at Gold level of 
which 6 have completed their 
Residential section, through 
cookery courses or kids camps 
and sporting residentials. 

Thank you and 
Farewell to Mr Rye
We are extremely grateful 
to Mr Rye for his incredible 
input. Under his leadership 
over 500 pupils enrolled 
onto the Bronze D of E 
Award Scheme with over 
100 nights spent camping 
and supervising so many 
expeditions. Whilst our 
entire School and Former 
Pupils wish him well in 
his retirement, we all will 
certainly miss him. 

A fitting celebration of his 
time given so generously 
to the Scheme was held at 
Buckingham Palace in May 
where he and Mrs Guest 
attended a Gold D of E Garden 
Party along with 21 Former 
Pupils gaining their full 
Gold Award in recent years.

Mrs J Guest

LegacyEmbracing a

Baroness Tanni Grey-Thompson gave an inspiring talk to some of our D of E participants.
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I t was a joy to return to 
Nikiana on the island 
of Lefkada, Greece after 

a few years’ absence. 30 
pupils together with 6 staff 
jetted off from Manchester 
with remarkably no delays 
at the airport (possibly due 
to a TUI pilot friend of a 
staff member stepping in 
to be pilot for the flight).

 We had 5 days of non-stop 
watersports tuition which saw 
pupils gain an RYA certificate 
for dinghy sailing. The week 
sailing was interspersed 
with kayaking, paddle-
boarding, pool volleyball, 
and windsurfing. A few lucky 
pupils in the Fifth Year also 
experienced being at the 

helm and crewing a 
30ft long flotilla yacht 
as well as diving and 
snorkelling off the 
side in a private bay.

Seafarer’s Nikiana 
Beach Club is in a 
beautiful horseshoe 
bay and this was the venue 
for the week. Pupils made the 
most of being able to make an 
occasional trip to the ice cream 
shops in between activities.

The wonderful family-run 
taverna and the fantastic 
instructors looked after us 
all, providing wonderful 
varieties of Greek cuisine. 
Evenings included team 
challenges, haggling in 
the shops in Lefkas and 

a ‘Cluedo’ mystery. Dining 
under the olive trees followed 
by sipping mocktails on the 
beach was the perfect way to 
relax on the final evening.

Huge congratulations must 
be given to Estelle and Tom 
who realised that they could 
survive on hand-luggage only 
for the entire week - good to 

know you have now been 
reunited with your luggage! 
Challenge is on for ALL to go 
‘hand-luggage only’ next year! 
The pupils were a true credit 
to the School and we look 
forward to planning for 2023.

Mrs J Guest and the 
SailCrew22 team

SailSettingSetting

in Greecein Greece



Phab Club
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PPhab Club launched in 
September 2021 and 
we have had a fantastic 

first year. Our Fourth and 
Fifth Year pupils have had the 
responsibility of socialising 
with and caring for disabled 
teenagers from the local area. 
The club has run fortnightly 
on a Thursday, where we have 
welcomed our guests to the 
School to enjoy socialising, 
playing games, playing table 
tennis and doing some arts 
and crafts together. We have 
also had some exciting themed 
sessions, with a visit from a 
therapy dog, a Mad Science 
session with the help of Dr 
Craig and a visit from the  
local Fire Brigade thanks to 

Mr Taylor. Our pupils 
highlighted how valuable and 
enjoyable this experience had 
been in a Phab Club assembly. 
As well as benefiting our pupils 
and guests, this club has 
provided the guests’ parents 
to get some well-deserved 
respite and a chance to relax 
with other parents. Our pupils 
have worked hard to raise 
funds to help run this club 
throughout the year, they sold 
candy canes at Christmas, 
had a Valentine’s raffle and 
sold some Easter goodies. 
We cannot wait to develop 
this club further next year. 

Miss S Hussey

Greece Sailing / Phab Club



T his year, Bede House 
really has shown 
its spirit. It’s been a 

pleasure to see the pupils and 
students represent the House 
in so many ways and to see 
how it forms part of their 
identity. The year started off 
busy and within the month 
Bede had already competed 
in the Sixth Form tug-of-war, 
with a sad loss in the first 
round, and also begun the 
preparations for House Drama. 
The performance of Inside Out 
was phenomenal, for which 
my thanks must go to Megan 
Fairley and accompanying 
directors, and resulted in 
the House’s first victory 
ever in the competition!

Discovery Day also fell in 
the first month and was a 
great way to meet the First 
Year pupils. I was impressed 
to see the enthusiasm and 
ambition with which they 
approached the tasks. I’m 
confident that the skills 
displayed will take these 
pupils far in their future 
House endeavours. 

This year, we’ve taken a new 
approach to our House Charity 
ventures and I’m so proud of 
how the House has responded. 
The haul during Giving Week 
was significant and I think 
the House was at its best 
- Sprouts were grateful for 
the donations of toiletries to 
support those in need locally.

Fundraising Week raised 
over £1000 all together 
and I was impressed by 
the way the House worked 
together to help on a national 
scale with Dementia UK.

After a 2 year hiatus, it 

was fantastic to see the 
Bede House Charity Concert 
running again this year, 
spearheaded by Emily Carter. 
It was an incredibly enjoyable 
night with some stunning 
Bede performances and 
with nearly £2000 raised 
for the Alzheimer’s Society, 
the House is so proud of 
what Emily achieved. 

Whilst I’m sad to be leaving 

the House next year, I know it 
will continue to grow under the 
charge of Mr Lyle. I’m excited to 
see what will be achieved with 
Eve Kempster, Tegan Addison, 
Yasseen El-Sherif and Liberty 
Duncan-Whitfield as House 
Captains - congratulations 
to them all. Congratulations 
also to Poppy Gratton who is a 
School Vice-Captain next year. 

Mr A Brogan

Be
de

 H
ou

se
 R

ep
or

t

32   WWW.YARMSCHOOL.ORG

P upils and students have 
carried on the tradition 
of Saint Aidan by 

participating in alms and good 
works. This has been another 
remarkable year, one which 
will be marked in the collective 
memory as the year that we 
could return to those things 
which make our community 
uniquely extraordinary.

Our youngest pupils in First 
Year started the year with 
the annual Discovery Day, 
completing a range of fun and 
challenging activities, all with 
the aim of instilling a healthy 
sense of belonging, competition 
and friendship within and 
between the Houses. Treasure 
was hunted, boats were 
crafted, and Sixth Formers 
were successfully rescued 
from the other side of the river. 
This has laid foundations 
for strong teams and good 
friendships for years to come.

At the other end of the age 
range is the annual House  

Tug of War, which marks the 
start of the term for Sixth 
Formers. In the qualifying 
round Aidan House came up 
against Bede House. Aidan 
House qualified in straight 
pulls, winning 2-0. The 
final came down to Aidan 
vs Cuthbert. The strength 
and confidence of the Aidan 
House team could not be 
overcome, handing the win 
to Aidan House having not 
conceded a single pull. This 
determination was most 
impressive and shows just how 
strong Aidan House can be.

Charitable efforts this year 
have had a genuine impact 
on the lives of people in 
the local area. In the weeks 
leading up to Christmas 
Aidan House donated a van 
load of goods to a local food 
bank charity, Sprouts. 

The generosity in giving 
enabled the food bank to 
continue to operate in service 
of the local community 
throughout January, a time 
when they can struggle 
to receive donations. This 
connection with the local 
charity continued in the 
summer in the Make a 
Difference Week, following 
the rise in the cost of living. 
Over £1000 was raised in 
Fundraising Week in which 
Sixth Formers ran carnival 
style games, and the ever 
popular tuck shop.

Ending our year of success 
was the first Sports Day in 
three years, the first Senior 
School Sports Day for pupils 
in First, Second, and Third 
Year. The pupils and students 
really pulled together 
celebrating success and 

encouraging all competitors. 
Aidan House spirit was in 
the air making the day such 
a positive experience for all. 
Second place overall was an 
excellent result, stemming 
from the commitment of the 
Aidanites in every year. Bravo!

I would like to thank all 
pupils and students for their 
continued commitment to 
Aidan House, and in particular 
to the House Captains for 
2021-22: Annabella Burgess, 
Tom Crack, Maddie Lane, 
and Emma Weatherhead. I 
wish the very best to Aidan 
House Captains for 2022-23: 
Laura Cunningham, Julia 
Portsmouth, Siya Puthuraya, 
Medha Rajeeva and Danny 
Scott. I have no doubt that, 
as Mr Shanahan takes the 
reins as Head of Aidan House, 
the House will continue to 
show the very best of our 
pupils and students.

Mr C Reeve
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I t has been an honour to 
lead Oswald House over my 
first year as Head of House. 

Our House Captains Ananya 
Singh, George Swinbank, 
James Jagger and Charlotte 
Rutter have led us on a 
successful and exciting year, 
and I want to thank them for 
all their support this year.

The year started with an 
exciting Discovery Day with 
all the First Year pupils 
getting an opportunity to get 
to know each other better, 
try their hand at some team 

challenges, and to dip their 
toes (or whole selves in the 
case of the raft building) 
into trying something new. 
It was great to see how much 
energy, passion and interest 
the year group showed over 
the day and I am sure they will 
make excellent and engaged 
members of Oswald House

The Autumn Term also 
brought an awe-inspiring 
performance of Mr Stink in the 
House Drama competition and, 
while we didn’t win, the level 
of dedication, enthusiasm 

and organisation shown by 
members of the House from 
First Year to Sixth Form 
was a delight to witness. 

The revamp of Charity 
Week provided the pupils 
in Oswald House with a 
great set of opportunities 
to help those less fortunate 
than themselves, with a 
staggering 4m3 of clothing 
donated to the Great North 
Air Ambulance just before 
Christmas during Giving 
Week. We also raised around 
£300 for our two House 
charities - Smile Train and uS 
Active - in Fundraising Week 
in March. The final week, 
Make a Difference Week also 
saw members of the House 
donating food to Sprouts and 
raising some money for Target 
Ovarian Cancer through 
an Oswald House tennis 
competition organised by 
Laura Watson in Lower Sixth.

The cherry on the cake this 

year came from the  
amazing talent exhibited by 
members of Oswald House 
at Sports Day at the end of 
the Summer Term, with 
some incredible athletics 
performances, enthusiastic 
supporters and a great  
overall atmosphere, 
culminating in winning 
overall by a comfortable 
margin! A firm “well done” 
needs to go to every single 
member of the House and 
I very much look forward 
to seeing where we can go 
next year and beyond.

Dr T Craig

Osw
ald House Report

Cuthbert House Report

T he 2021-2022 academic 
year marked an exciting 
return to “normal” for 

the members of Cuthbert 
House with many pupils 
involving themselves 
in our charitable and 
community activities with 
a renewed sense of vigour.

September saw twenty-six 
new members baptised in 
the chilly waters of the River 
Tees as part of the customary 
Discovery Day with Mr Glen’s 
tutor group excelling in the 
team building challenges!

In October we saw the 
return of House Drama 
with an incredibly creative 
performance of Despicable Me. 
Noah Filer was an entertaining 
Gru and commanded the 
stage whilst Danai Mawoko’s 
Vector was fantastically 
characterised and commended 
by the judges at the end of 
the evening. The case of 
Minions brought smiles to the 
faces of the audience, even if 

the over-sized banana went 
missing on the night! Well 
done to the directing team of 
Lochlain Lacy, Henri Butler, 
Robert Gibson and Suneil 
Sidhu who should be proud of 
the production they created.

December saw Yarm 
School’s inaugural Giving 
Week with Cuthbert House 
being tasked with collecting 
children’s Christmas presents 
to be donated to the Salvation 
Army in Stockton. It will 
come as no surprise that 
the House’s generosity was 
seemingly boundless with 
just over 250 gifts being 
given to be distributed to the 
young people of Teesside.

Our fundraising efforts 
this year were in support 

of two North East based 
charities. Henri Butler spoke 
passionately about his work 
with the Teesside Family 
Foundation and Annabel 
and Lochlain Lacy pitched 
for the Tiny Lives Trust 
supporting premature and 
sick newborn babies out of 
Newcastle. Donations during 
Fundraising Week and from 
Non-Uniform Days have been 
transferred to these two 
very worthwhile causes.

The much longed for return 
of Sports Day in July might 
not have seen a return to 
the Cuthbert Glory Days of 
2019, but there were some 
truly outstanding personal 
performances with three 
new school records being 

set! The Fourth Year girls’ 
relay quartet of Annabel 
Lacy, Nicole Lambert, Millie 
Haswell and Sophie Jewitt 
set a new 4x100m mark of 
57.11 secs meanwhilst First 
Year girls Ruby Kitson and 
Olivia Fry set new bests 
in the Javelin and 300m 
respectively with efforts 
of 19.73m and 50.74 secs. 
Cuthbert tutors Mr Alexander 
and Mr Bridges also led a 
one-two in the Staff Race!

House Meetings this year 
have been energised by some 
really fantastic engagement 
from all members. From 
presentations from the 
trustees of our nominated 
House charities to a 
Taskmaster style challenge. 
Thank you to our House 
Captains Henri Butler, 
Abby Clements, Lochlain 
Lacy and Sarah Mhando 
for leading by example.

Mr J Alexander
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F ollowing two difficult 
years I am very pleased 
to report a fantastic 

year for Yarm School CCF. In 
September 2021, we hit the 
ground running and bounced 
back from Covid to run a full 
range of training activities 
and trips. We welcomed 
thirteen new Third Year 
cadets who quickly settled 
into the contingent and 
have been a very valuable 
addition. We look forward 
to seeing them develop over 
the course of the next four 
years. I am as ever extremely 
grateful to the staff who 
have made running the 
cadets possible. Mr Bridges, 
Mr Spence, Mr Addison and 
Miss Breslin have given up a 
great deal of their own time 
in support of the cadet forces. 
In particular my thanks go 
to Mr Mist for his continued 
dedicated service to CCF. 

Autumn Term 2021
The Autumn Term was 
brilliant and I am grateful 
to our senior cadets for 
their report below:

Winter Term 2021 was 
a busy and active term for 
the CCF. One of the most 
important aspects of the 
CCF is the way in which it 
prepares cadets for the future, 
providing invaluable skills 
not only directly related to 
the army but also day-to-day 
civilian life. In Autumn the 

CCF provided an abundance 
of events and activities in 
order to develop these skills 
among all cadets, junior and 
senior. The November activity 
day near York allowed the 
senior cadets to develop their 
leadership and teamwork 
skills through command tasks 
and team exercises, which 
compounded the skills learnt 
in commanding and leading 
through the splitting of cadets 
into sections with assigned 
IC’s and 2IC’s (individuals 
who are in command and 
second in command). The 
senior cadets were also able 
to train on the DCCT virtual 
range, which as well as being 
good fun helped instil the 
principles of marksmanship, 
allowing Lance Corporal 
Dylan Corbishley to achieve 
a grouping small enough to 
get a marksman badge in the 
British Army. Cadets were also 
trained in first aid and self-
defence, skills that could save 
a cadets life, or give them the 
ability to save someone else’s.

Yarm School CCF 
proudly wear the Yorkshire 
Regiment cap badge who 
are the successors of the 
well renowned Green 
Howards Regiment. We were 
thoroughly excited to be able 
to visit the Green Howards 
Museum as we had a chance 
to learn about the roots of 
the Yorkshire Regiment. The 
Green Howards Regiment were 

formed in 1688 and served 
in nearly every conflict until 
its amalgamation into the 
Yorkshire Regiment in 2007. 
We got to see the advancement 
of the equipment they used 
throughout nearly three 
centuries and even had 
a chance to try on some 
of their uniform! We had 
a look around the medal 
room which was home to 
numerous Victoria Crosses 
and other distinguished 
medals of bravery, including 
the most decorated private 
soldier in England. Overall 
it was a very informative 
and enjoyable trip and we 
thank the Green Howards 
Museum for letting us gain 
a deeper understanding of 
why we wear our cap badge.

On the 14th of November, 
the CCF was proud to be a part 
of the annual Remembrance 
Service and parade and after 
missing last year due to Covid 
restrictions this year was 
especially meaningful. The 
contingent marched down 
Yarm High Street to honour 
and pay respect to the lives 
that were taken in conflict, 
with the parade being led by 
Lieutenant Bridges. The cadet 
force standard was held by 
Sgt Vignesh Janakiraman, 
and WO2 Sophie Brining 
had the privilege of laying 
the wreath. With it being my 
last year taking part in the 
parade I was very proud of 

the whole contingent and 
thought that the drill and 
attitude towards the ceremony 
reflected well on the hard 
work we put in rehearsing.

Spring Term 2022
The focus of the Spring Term 
was on military fieldcraft 
skills and this culminated 
in an extremely successful 
Field Day out overnight on 
Catterick Training Area, 
followed by a BBQ back in 
School. I am again grateful 
to the senior cadets for 
their write up below. 

On Thursday 24th March 
29 cadets and four staff 
deployed from the School 
to the Feldom area of 
Catterick, on the Yorkshire 
Dales. Luckily Mr Mist had 
ordered amazing weather! 
We arrived and immediately 
set about building a platoon 
harbour area to live in and 
administrate ourselves for 
the duration of the exercise. 

On the first night, our 
mission was to go out in our 
three sections on eight person 
reconnaissance patrols, to 
try and find any likely enemy 
positions in the local area. 
Moving out through the 
undergrowth and over walls 
was hard going. Before long 
we located a suspected enemy 
position in the dark. We had 
to stay hidden as they were 
searching for us and shooting 
where they thought we were! 

Back at full force



We carefully observed 
them in the darkness before 
patrolling back to our harbour 
area. Once there we wrote a 
patrol report where we gave as 
much information as we could 
about the enemy including 
their location, weapons, rules 
of engagement equipment 
and routine. We suspected 
judging by the accents that 
Lieutenant Spence and 
Miss Breslin may well be in 
cahoots with the enemy! 

The next morning we did 
rehearsals on how to fire and 
manoeuvre as a section. We 
practised working in pairs 
and then fire teams, following 
the principle that no one 
moves until some else is firing 
to provide cover. Captain 
Taylor then gave the platoon 
a briefing, we were to work 
in our three sections. Gold 
Section was to patrol forward 
and find the enemy before 
suppressing them, Ypres 
Section was to use Crimea’s 
fire support to capture the first 
position before Crimea Section 
then followed up the attack on 
subsequent enemy positions. 

After a swift lunch H-Hour 
was set for 1200 hours. Gold 
Section led by Sergeant Tarrun 
Sandhu patrolled forward and 
before long made contact with 
a small enemy position. They 
then laid down suppressing 
fire. At this point the Section 
Commander of Ypres Section, 
Warrant Officer Sophie Brining, 
took a moment to formulate 
her plan before launching a 
rapid advance and attack on 
the first position. Following the 
Section reorg on the position, 
Ypres then had fire from an in 
depth enemy position. Crimea 
Section led by Sgt Johnson 
then echeloned through and 
took that position before Gold 
took the final enemy location. 
A superb demonstration 
of a platoon attack! 

Summer Term 2022 
and Summer Camp 
Summer term is always a 
little less structured for the 
CCF with the commencement 

of exam leave and outdoor 
education trips. However the 
cadets continued to apply 
themselves. I was delighted 
to be in a position to promote 
many of the Upper Sixth into 
senior NCO and Warrant Officer 
ranks. Positions that they 
have earned through their 
commitment and dedication 
to the cadets over the last five 
years. In particular we are very 
proud of Sophie Brining, who’s 
dedication was rewarded with 
promotion to Warrant Officer 
Class 1, an award given to her 
by Yarm School’s last cadet 
to achieve the accolade, Mr 
Adam Bridges. I will always 
look at this particular group 
of Upper Sixth cadets as the 
example for the future, they 
have overcome significant 
obstacles and always been 
committed, dedicated and 
good company. We wish them 
well for the future in whatever 
endeavours they undertake. 

On the 9th of July, we 
were able to finally deploy to 
summer camp, for the first 
time since 2019. Sixteen cadets 
and three staff made their way 
to Barry Buddon (near Dundee) 
in Scotland. Over the course 
of a fantastic week away the 
cadets had the opportunity 
to shoot the SA80 live on the 
ranges, conduct an overnight 
exercise, complete a military 
obstacle course and spend 
a day adventure training on 
the Scottish coast. It was an 
excellent week and a fitting 
way for the Upper Sixth to 
finish their time in Yarm 
School CCF. Congratulations go 
for the following awards based 
on performance at camp:
1. Best Senior Cadet - 

Oliver Johnson
2. Best Junior Cadet - 

Sienna McLeay
3. Best Shot - Tarrun Sandhu
4. Best Stalk - Patrick Tulloch 

Overall it has been a year 
to remember for Yarm School 
CCF. We look forward to 
welcoming our new Third 
Years in September.

Mr T Taylor

Combined Cadet Force 2021-2022

CCF Parachuting 
Trip August 2022
This summer the senior cadets, aged 16 and 
over, had the opportunity to visit the British 
Parachuting Association in Wiltshire, camping 
on Netheravon Airfield for the weekend.

On Saturday 13th August the cadets spent 
the day training to carry out a solo static line 
parachute jump. First order of the day was to 
issue callsigns for use on the radio: Gautham 
Sathyamurthy aka G-Man, Oliver 
Johnson aka The Juice, Sam Croslegh 
aka Tan go, Matthew Paylor aka 
Payload, Dylan Corbishley aka Osaka, 
Darshan Prabhakar aka Dazzle and, 
of course, Alex McGee aka Maverick.

It was a long day’s training to 
master the relevant drills, which 
included being able to deploy a 
reserve parachute, check canopies 
were open correctly and look at the 
plane exit body position. At 1800 
it was jump time! It was great to see there were 
no refusals in the door and all cadets jumped 
from 4000ft. Award for best plane exit goes to 
Darshan Prabhakar. All exits were successful 
however some of the landings lacked grace and 
finesse. The exception was Dylan Corbishley who 
touched down and was able to stay on his feet.

Overall a fantastic weekend full of sunshine, 
BBQs and thoroughly exhilarating parachuting. 
Well done to all involved and especially Sam 
Croslegh the only Fifth Year pupil to jump. 
Parachuting is a unique opportunity at Yarm 
School, only available through the CCF.
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T he year started off 
with the Upper Sixth 
students travelling to 

London to explore some of 
the capital’s museums and 
Design Hubs. This gave them 
a greater understanding 
of design in our everyday 
lives and how it can have 
an impact on everything we 
do. It was lovely to see our 
students come out of their 
shells and really explore 
what London had to offer.

Our Fifth Year pupils and 
Upper Sixth students pushed 
their limits trying new and 
intriguing designs for their 
controlled assessments. The 
GCSE pupils flocked to the 
workshop and spent countless 
hours working hard. Jasmine 
Scollay’s resin table took 
countless hours of hard work 
and determination, however, 
something that paid off with 
a fantastic looking piece. We 
welcomed Miss Street to the 
DT team in September, and 
our GCSE pupils learnt alot 
from her guidance and skill 
set, as well as being grateful 
for the time she put into 
the after-school sessions. 

A Level designers had their 
work cut out for them this 
year, trying to combine two 
years of making into just a 
few small months. Due to the 
Covid pandemic they did not 
have to make a final piece 
which allowed them to really 
explore materials and ideas 

within the workshop. The 
students could create what 
they wanted and try new ways 
and means of accomplishing 
their ideas. William Pugsley’s 
APV is one that will stick with 
the team for many years to 
come. Will worked tirelessly 
to create many models, the 
suspension systems, steering 
as well as a scale model of the 
whole project. William showed 
that this could be made in a 
workshop environment and 
with more time could be cost 
effective. Well done to all 
out departing Upper Sixth. 

Throughout Lower School 
DT there has been more 
change with projects getting 
a new lease of life; becoming 
much more challenging and 
complex for our pupils. The 
DT carousel has seen textiles 
being incorporated into the 
projects more, as well as 
electronics and workshop 
based activities. It has been 
fantastic to see the breadth of 
creativity being channelled 
in our Lower School and the 
wonderful projects that they 
have been developing. 

I would like to say a 
massive thank you to the 
pupils who have worked so 
hard in DT this year showing 
their strength and abilities. 
Also a big thank you to the 
staff in the department who 
have made it possible.

Mr D Spence

MASTERS
CRAFT
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This year has proved to be very busy in Design & Technology. The department has seen 
many changes with new staff joining and activities getting back to how they used to be.



MASTERS
CRAFT
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PIECING IT  
TOGETHER

TEXTILES LONDON TRIP

Bright and early on Friday, 
8th October, a group of 
Upper and Lower Sixth 

Textiles students embarked 
on a two day trip to London. 
The trip was set up in order 
to help us all gather valuable 
research for our coursework 
folders. The first stop was 
the Design Museum with 
its amazing resources and 
photo opportunities. Within 
the museum was “Sneakers 
Unboxed: Studio to Street”, a 
fantastic sneaker exhibition 
which allowed those of us 
focusing on streetwear to gain 
some historical insight into 
the manufacturing and design 
process of shoes and their 
impact on the fashion industry. 
Next up was the V&A with its 
“Bags: Inside Out” and fashion 
exhibitions. In a similar way 
to the Design Museum, these 
displays allowed all of us to 
explore in detail the process 
of designing and producing 
- whilst also learning about 
the history and trends that 
each product was developed 
from. To conclude our first day, 
we were treated to a relaxing 
afternoon in Covent Garden. 
From neon light displays to 
hand-crafted jewellery, Covent 

Garden allowed everyone to 
wind down after a busy day.

Saturday was our 
‘competitive shopping day’. 
This allowed each of us to 
experience what it would be 
like to work in buying and 
selling within the Textiles 
industry. As part of our 
research, we visited many 
high-end department stores 
such as Harrods, Harvey 
Nichols and Selfridges - each 
one boasting creative visual 
displays and iterative garments 
that never ceased to amaze 
and inspire. One member of 
Upper Sixth even described 
the department stores as being 
“fairgrounds for fashion!” As 
well as high-end stores, we 
also visited a very crowded 
Oxford Street in an attempt to 
gather more market research. 
Whilst in these stores, we 
were all constantly amazed 
by the dress sense and style 
of those walking around.

Needless to say, the trip was a 
success and both the Upper and 
Lower Sixth walked away from 
London full of enthusiasm and 
creative ideas for our folders. 

Megan Fairley and Emily Scott 
(Upper Sixth Textiles students)
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Due to Covid-19 we have 
been unable to have 
a fashion show since 

2019, so it was refreshing 
to provide an opportunity 
to showcase the Textiles 
garments. Having an 
audience back watching the 
runway was thrilling and 
gave all the participants the 
chance to experience the 
atmosphere of a live show.

The fabulous Prep and 
Senior School dancers, the 
Eco Fashion contestants 
and the GCSE and A Level 
groups unveiled all of 
their hard work despite 
all the challenges of the 
past couple of years.

A big well done to everyone 
who was involved, and to 
everyone who produced a 
fantastic, unique garment. 
Special congratulations to the 
Eco Fashion winner, Olivia 
Mitchell (Third Year), and all 
of the runners up for making 
some innovative seasonal 
themed garments. Finally, 
thanks to all of the PAA staff 
for making the evening run 
smoothly, Mrs Dunkley for 
the wonderful dance routines, 
as well as all of the staff 
involved, and to Mrs Jackson 
- for her undoubted non-stop 
support, talent and effort.

 Imogen Slack, Lower Sixth Student
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Mia Mack

Ella Ogden

Mia Mack

Ella Ogden

T H E  A  L E V E L
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Maddie Lane 

Olivia Davies

Maddie Lane 

Olivia Davies

G A L L E R Y
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Izzi Williamson

Mia Johnson

Grace McKie

Monisha Ravichandran

Piya Nag

Molly Ogden
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Eva Gales Tom Van Niekerk

Clara Wain Olivia Carrick

Charlotte StephenIndia Dunkin
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As Yarm School is situated 
on the beautiful River 
Tees, I wanted to create 

a project which would engage 
pupils in taking a closer 
look at its flora and fauna, 
simultaneously drawing 
attention to the conservation 
needed to sustain the precious 
eco-system. During the final 
term, pupils and teachers 
brought in ‘trash’ for us to 
create sculptures out of items 
which would ordinarily end 
up in landfill. We created 
some beautiful water birds, an 
otter and a giant water vole.

In the final week of the 
project, and during the Second 
Year ILP days, the wonderful 
Tees Valley Wildlife Trust 
came in and workshopped 
with the students, teaching 
them about the river and 
the endangered water vole. 
Students brought to life 
the trash we had collected 

and worked out of their 
comfort zones to create some 
really stunning artwork.

We had a ‘Community, 
Trash Art Sculpture Day’ on 
3rd July where families came 
in to create animals and help 
finish the larger sculptures 
which will be exhibited round 
the School. It has been a 
fantastic way to engage the 
students in environmental 
issues, think about their 
wonderful River Tees and 
use unique materials to 
produce beautiful sculptures 
for the community to enjoy.

Huge thanks to the Wildlife 
Trust for their support and 
enthusiasm throughout this 
project. It was a great success!

Miss J Jenyns

AARR TTCommunityCommunity



During the week of the Second Year Outdoor Ed Experience, 
pupils also took part in two days of cross-curricular project 
work, working with Business and DT on the board game 
project day, and Art and Drama on an ecological theme.
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The drama day started 
with a discussion of 
the aspects of ecology 

that we have in our School 
environment and the impact 
these have on the climate. 
Pupils then planned, 
researched and scripted 
their own short movie to 
film on location around the 
School. Using filming and 
editing software their short 
movies highlighted the 
aspects of ecology we are 
fortunate to be surrounded 
by. Some results created 
David Attenborough-style 
documentaries of wildlife. 
Others were promotional 
videos on the recycling and 
car emissions potential. 
There were also parodies of 

nature programmes. To plan, 
script, film and edit all in 
one day brings challenges 
and a test of communication 
and teamwork. All groups 
worked hard to produce a 
finished result they were 
proud of and evaluated 
their approach to teamwork 
and project management 
within the process.

The art project as detailed 
on the previous page 
involved the pupils bringing 
rubbish to life to create 
wildlife inspired art.

The board game project is 
detailed below by Anna Page:

We had the incredible 
opportunity to test our 
business skills and ingenuity 
during the ILP. Through a 

Yarm School style Dragons’ 
Den we worked in groups to 
create and pitch the perfect 
board game for the audience 
in mind. Furthermore we 
got to test our creative skills 
in the manufacturing of a 
mockup of the products. 
We started the day in the IT 
suite brainstorming ideas 
on the briefs we were given. 
The workshop came next, 
fine tuning designs and 
beginning the production. 

The process enlightened 
us to the financial aspects of 
a business. Not just selling 
a product for any price but 
finding the perfect price that 
takes into account materials, 
VAT and profit. The experience 
also enriched our ideas on 

advertising and how to write 
a persuasive pitch that will 
sway the Dragons into buying 
stakes into your products.

Overall the day was an 
absolute joy with no dull 
moments. Prizes were offered 
to the best pitch, best products 
and best idea. We have to 
say an enormous thank you 
to the Sixth Form mentors 
who guided us when we were 
stuck or when our maths/
business skills threatened 
to place us in crippling debt. 
Another thank you must be 
made to the staff involved Mrs 
Jackson, Miss Rhodes, Mrs 
Gray and Yarm School’s very 
own Dragons, it has definitely 
broadened the horizon of 
potential future careers.

Working together



‘If you don’t  
know history,  
then you don’t  
know anything. 
You are a leaf that 
doesn’t know it  
is part of a tree’
Michael Crichton, US 
author, 1942 - 2008

H A P P E N I N G S
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It has been an excellent 
and busy year for the 
History Department. 

In the classroom pupils 
have engaged with a wide 
variety of different aspects 
of History. First Years have 
enjoyed learning about the 
Medieval World, focusing on 
the Norman Conquest before 
drawing comparisons against 
dynasties in China and Africa. 
Second Year pupils have 
focused on the Early Modern 
era, they looked closely at 
the key changes to society 
in Europe, particularly the 
Reformation and its causes, 
before finishing the year 
with a study of European 
Colonisation. Third Years have 
looked in detail at the 20th 
Century. They have focused 
on the changes brought about 
by the two World Wars, the 
Suffragette Movement and 
the contribution of colonial 
soldiers. In the Summer Term, 
pupils have looked at the 
independence movements 
that developed in India 
and Africa and the major 
causes of De-Colonisation.

Outside the classroom 
pupils and students have 
had the opportunity to 
participate in History 
Society on a weekly basis 
with Mr Morrison, hearing 
each week from different 
presenters. In the Summer 

Term, during activities, 
the department ran a local 
History Club. Pupils learned 
more about the local area 
and visited sites of historical 
significance. These included 
the 12th Century Church in 
Egglescliffe, Yarm Viaduct and 
the war memorial, as well as 
walking the route taken by 
the Royalist soldiers during 
the 1643 Battle of Yarm, part 
of the English Civil War. 

As part of the History 
Department’s extra-curricular 
programme we have also 
attended a number of lectures. 
In October we heard from 
Professor Emma Griffin about 
her book Women, Men and 
Money which looks into the 
relationship between the 
three in the Victorian period. 
As part of Black History 
Month we listened to Marcus 
Ryder who focused on Black 
British forgotten heroes in 
History. To commemorate 
Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, we participated in the 
University of York’s annual 
event led by keynote speaker 
Lucy Adlington, clothes 
historian and author of The 
Dressmakers of Auschwitz. 
Adlington discovered the story 
of the ‘Upper Tailoring Studio’ 
in Auschwitz, established 
by Hedwig Höss, the camp 
commandant’s wife. In 
the midst of the horrors of 

Auschwitz, Adlington focuses 
on female experiences. She 
explained that resistance 
against the Nazis was not 
always big and bold, and 
frequently took the quieter 
form of defiance by the re-
establishment of humanity.

Pupils and students 
have also gone 
further afield.
Hannah Sanderson wrote: 
On 10th of October twenty 
two First Years went on a 
History trip to Holy Island 
to experience the Chapel of 
St Aidan and the Island of 
St Cuthbert. Holy Island was 
the place of the first Viking 
attack on Britain. The people 
who inhabited the island were 
all Christians - a faith spread 
by St Aidan after he came to 
Lindisfarne in 635. The staff 
had to be wary and keep in 
mind the tide movements to 
get us there and back without 
a boat. Mr Edwards was 
particularly keen not to spend 
the night on the island waiting 
for the tide to retreat! Holy 
Island wasn’t the only stop, we 
also went to Bamburgh Castle. 
The castle sits on nine acres 
of land and is well known for 
its many uses including as a 
hospital, care home, fortress 
and more recently a museum. 
Today the castle is owned by 

Dorothy Armstrong, whose 
ancestors were given the castle 
by Lord Crewe who made his 
money by selling machines, 
armour and ships. We loved 
it and were fascinated by 
the history, structure and 
artefacts of the castle.

In November forty Sixth Form 
students made their way 
to Newcastle’s Blackfriars 
Banquet Hall. With its origins 
dating back to 1239 and a long 
and turbulent history that 
included a spell as a hostel 
to accommodate King Henry 
III, Blackfriars confidently 
lays claim to being the oldest 
dining room in the UK! Over 
the course of a lengthy banquet 
we were treated to four key 
areas of discussion between 
courses, to help students 
formulate their own opinions 
on what constitutes the 
academic study of History. 

Finally in June, we took the 
Lower Sixth Students away for 
the day to look at continuity 
and change in English Religion. 
We visited York Minster, 
Clifford’s Tower, Rievaulx 
Abbey and Mount Grace Priory. 
We discussed the different 
causes and effects of religious 
change particularly during 
the Tudor Dynasty. A lovely 
day out to finish the year!

Mr T Taylor

HISTORICAL



FIELDWORK 
FINDINGS...

We were very excited to 
get back into a wide 
range of fieldwork 

opportunities this academic 
year. After being delayed due 
to Covid restrictions, Lower 
School pupils finally had the 
chance to complete their long 
awaited Yarm High Street 
investigation. This introduction 
to the process of a geographical 
investigation gave pupils 
the chance to carry out some 
traditional urban fieldwork 
techniques such as land use 
maps, traffic counts and 
pedestrian counts alongside 
more contemporary techniques 
such as smellscapes.

Second Year pupils spent 
a sunny day at Cod Beck 
Reservoir on the inaugural 
Eco Skills day; a joint venture 
with the Biology Department 
with the use of flow meters, 
investigating how to measure 
river channel, wetted 
perimeter, velocity of the 
stream and gradient of slope.

Over the course of the 
year, IGCSE Geographers 
spent a day at Hornsea on 
the Holderness Coast. This 
location is the fastest eroding 
coastline in Europe; the perfect 
place to carry out a carousel 
of fieldwork investigations. 
Pupils looked at sediment 

analysis and beach profile, 
assessing the impact of coastal 
management strategies such as 
groynes and determining the 
direction of longshore drift.

In the Autumn Term A Level 
students visited Ouseburn 
and Newcastle Quayside 
for walking tours. Students 
gained a sense of the areas and 
learned about the endogenous 
and exogenous factors which 
have seen these places change 
over time. Later on in the year, 
they used a clone town survey 
to identify the status of Yarm; 

the data they collected led 
them to the conclusion it was 
a ‘home town’ as opposed 
to a ‘clone town’. In June 
the Lower Sixth embarked 
on their residential to the 
Rhyd-y-Creuau Field Studies 
Centre in North Wales; 
spending time completing 
a range of geographical 
data collection techniques 
in the Welsh sunshine. 

Mrs K Baines
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This year has been a 
bumper year for UKMT 
challenges in the 

Maths Department. It’s been 
a real source of joy to see 
nearly half of our pupils and 
students wanting to step up 
to these extra challenges. The 
challenges are an opportunity 
to apply the skills we learn 
in class in unusual contexts, 
varying from real world 
applications to incredibly 
pure, algebraic work at a 
higher level than class. It 
really is maths for the sake of 
the enjoyment of maths and 
nothing makes us happier!

Senior Maths Challenge
The Sixth Form and Fifth 
Year started the year off with 
74 entries in the prestigious 
UKMT Senior Maths Challenge. 
This is an increase of over 
50% on the number of entries 
in previous years. 9 Golds, 25 
Silver and 23 Bronze awards 
is an amazing achievement 
and we congratulate all 
those who took part. There 
were 9 qualifiers to the next 
round, 8 to the Kangaroo 
round and 1 to the Olympiad. 
Congratulations to Abinhav 
Ramisetty for reaching the 
Olympiad for the second year 
running. A special mention for 
Keya Shah in Fifth Year who 
narrowly missed the Olympiad 
by 1 point but qualified for the 
Kangaroo round - an excellent 

achievement considering 
Keya has another 2 years of 
tackling the Senior Challenge. 

The Kangaroo follow on 
round was just before 
Christmas. It was a 
particularly complex paper 
requiring precise working, as 
it was not a multiple choice 
paper. Rebecca, Lochlain, 
Connor, Gautam, Callum 
and Jai enjoyed success, 
being awarded a certificate 
for their effort. Particular 
congratulations go to Keya 
and Michael who were given 
a Merit for the quality of their 
work. Abhinav sat the British 
Mathematical Olympiad, 
which is the initial stages 
of trials to represent the 
UK in International Maths 
Competitions - an invite to 
this is indeed impressive and 
rare. A three and a half hour 
Maths fest was thoroughly 
enjoyed by Abhinav, who 
received a Certificate of 
Merit in recognition of the 
standard of his work.

Intermediate 
Maths Challenge
What an outstanding year 
for our Third, Fourth and 
Fifth Year pupils in the 
Intermediate Maths Challenge. 
A huge 157 pupils entered the 
challenge across the three 
year groups and they certainly 
rose to the challenge with over 

half being awarded medals 
and a sixth of them being 
invited to prestigious follow 
on rounds. A special shout 
out to Keya Shah (Fifth Year) 
and Harvey Qin (Fourth Year) 
for their Best in Year Group 
performances and even more 
so to Patrick Winters (Third 
Year) for his Best in School 
performance despite being 
in the youngest year group 
taking part! Of those invited 
to follow on rounds, we got a 
record third of pupils achieved 
a Merit. Paddy, Abdelrahman 
and Ajay qualified for the 
Cayley Olympiad which is a 
very impressive achievement 
- we await their results. 
It’s exciting to see so many 
mathematicians engaged 
in these extra-curricular 
challenges helping to further 
their mathematical skills.

Junior Maths Challenge
The final UKMT challenge 
of the year saw the First 
and Second Year take their 
opportunity to complete 
the Junior Maths Challenge 
with 116 competitive 
mathematicians working with 
skill through these tricky 
conundrums. There was 
lots of enjoyment working 
through these puzzles 
with pupils able to work 
on their problem solving 
skills more than just using 
mathematical techniques. 

The ratio of vitamins in 
various fruits were compared 
alongside some tricky logical 
problems of who the biggest 
liar is and looking at what day 
it will be in 100 days time. 
All pupils, regardless of their 
final certificate, should take 
pride in their performance - it 
is a joy to have such a large 
proportion of the Lower 
School represented in this 
challenge. 6 pupils from the 
two year groups qualified 
for follow on rounds. Arshia 
Arora was awarded a merit 
for her fantastic work, 
whilst James Goodall, Naila 
Krishnamoorthy, Aditya 
Paul, Alex Berbari and 
Charlie Baines were awarded 
a certificate for their work. 
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Sadly, all team challenges 
for the whole year were 
cancelled in September. 
Historically we have always 
been successful in these 
events and so we look forward 
to their return next year! 

Mr A Brogan
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This year has more or less 
seen a return to normality 
for us in the Maths 

Department. It has been lovely 
to see pupils participating in 
more group work and being 
able to mix between year 
groups once again. This has 
been particularly obvious 
at our maths clinics and 
pupil mentoring sessions.

Across the year we’ve seen 
attendance at Monday maths 
clinics from 89 different pupils, 
resulting in nearly 450 hours 
of additional maths. Top of the 
leaderboard for attendance are 
Harry “Mathmo” Rodwell (24 
sessions), Charlotte Stephen 
(22 sessions) and Anand 
Raviprakash (20 sessions). 

Maths mentoring returned 
for a number of our Fifth 
Year pupils who were given 
1-1 support by our budding 
volunteer Sixth Form 
mathematicians. It was an 
endearing sight to see this 
taking place each week in 
classrooms over lunch and 
break at various points.

We have had a huge array 
of successes this year with 
the various individual 
maths challenges. We were 
immensely proud of the uptake 
this year. Massive thanks 
to Mr Brogan for taking on 
the not insignificant task of 

all the challenge logistics.
Of course the “piece de 

resistance” for the department 
this year was the reinstatement 
of our annual Sixth Form 
residential maths camp. 
This year saw a change of 
venue from Grinton to Carlton 
Adventure Centre at the edge of 
our beautiful North Yorkshire 
Moors. Over 40 students were 
subjected to the whims of their 
eccentric Maths Department 
for 3 days with 16 hours of 
gruelling maths as we revisited 
the entire A Level course. This 
year’s trip saw the advent of 
a campfire and marshmallow 
toasting alongside a visit from 
our former legend, Mr Pointon. 
On Saturday afternoon we 
held our traditional hike. It 
was an amazing spectacle to 
see our students bounding 
down Carlton bank in their 
royal blue maths camp 
t-shirts. We were blessed with 
blue skies all weekend.

Mr Taylor’s Oxbridge 
activities have once again 
had a healthy uptake and we 
are pleased to have entered 
a number of students in 
Lower Sixth for Pearson’s 
coveted Advanced Extension 
Award for the first time.

Sadly the department is in 
somewhat of a state of flux 
this year as we wave goodbye 

to our fantastic 
colleagues Mr 
Brogan and Mr Rye. 

After 21 years with Yarm 
School, Mr Rye leaves us 
as our longest serving 
mathematician. His title of 
Senior Mathematician will be 
relinquished to Mrs Guest. He 
will forever be remembered as 
the man with the rubik’s cube 
who appears at the back of 
the classroom with a gloating 
smile, claiming to have 
solved a fiendish problem the 
department had been battling, 
somehow always using similar 
triangles and circle theorems. 
Yes, even for non-geometric 
problems! What a talent. We 
will miss those days where 
he excitedly presents us with 
a puzzle or two, all the while 
knowing he has just ensured 
that nothing productive would 
be done in the following 
hours or even days. Not only 
has he driven forward a 
passion for mathematics, he 
has also spearheaded D of E, 
played ultimate frisbee, run 
orienteering activities and  
run chess and cipher activities 
to mention but a few of his 
endeavours.

After 5 fantastic years we 
are also sad to bid farewell to 
our youngest pup, our Junior 
Mathematician, Mr Brogan.  

We are eternally grateful for 
the enthusiasm he has brought 
into the department - he has 
had a huge impact on the way 
the department is run, not 
to mention been incredibly 
helpful at every opportunity. 
As well as wowing us with his 
LaTeX skills he can also be 
found in almost every extra 
curricular activity, though 
most notably the rowing. He 
has been the man behind 
the scenes with all maths 
challenge administration as 
well the Dr Frost guru. As 
one of the founding members 
of “Bowtie Friday” departs, 
he leaves big boots to fill.

As ever, I must extend my 
thanks, and on behalf of the 
pupils, to all my colleagues 
in the department for the 
incredible support and 
enrichment of pupils this 
academic year. It certainly 
has been a bumper year. We 
wave goodbye to a few and 
next year welcome Mr Bridle, 
Mrs Perks and Mrs Barnett. 

We wish our leavers all 
the best with their exciting 
futures. Come back and 
see us when you can!

Mr D Yates

Marching on  
with mathematics
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Yarm Poet Shortlisted for Young 
Northern Writers’ Award 2022

Literary Tea and Theatre Live Stream

Annabel Highly Commended 
in the Festival of Words

The Carnegie Award 
Book Club 2022

Isaac’s Success and The Dovecote  
Magazine at the Shine School Media Awards!

We are delighted that Sam 
Corbishley was shortlisted for 
the Matthew Hale Award at 
the Young Northern Writers’ 
Awards. The judges told us 
that this year they received 
more entries than ever 
before so being shortlisted 
is a huge achievement! 
The Hale family, alongside 
the New Writing North 
staff team, felt that Sam’s 
writing showed real promise, 
particularly his poetry.
Congratulations Sam!

Ms A Breslin

Pupils and students from 
across the Senior School 
enjoyed a Literary Tea before 
attending the National 
Theatre’s live streaming 
of The Book of Dust - La 
Belle Sauvage in April.
The group dressed up in 
fabulous outfits inspired by 
Northern Lights - including 
a witch, an army of polar 
bears and the Northern Lights 
themselves! They found the 
production, which included 

fascinating interviews with 
the creatives behind it, 
captivating and enthralling.

Congratulations to Annabel 
Cochrane on her success at 
the East Riding Festival of 
Words Poetry Competition. 
Annabel was awarded the 
‘Highly Commended’ prize, 
which was a massive feat 
given that she faced over 
600 entries in her category. 
Annabel is a promising and 
ambitious young poet, with 
a bright future ahead of her! 
She is pictured with the head 
judge, poet James Nash.

Yarm School pupils and Conyers 
pupils came together to attend 
the Carnegie Literary Tea in the 
School library to discuss the 
eight books shortlisted for the 
2022 Yoto Carnegie YA Prize.

At the end of their interesting 
and wide discussion, they 
came to the conclusion that 
the best book was October 
October by Katya Balen, which 
also won the public vote!

Well done to all involved and 
we look forward to hearing your 
recommendations for next year.

For the second year running, 
Yarm School’s pupil magazine, 
The Dovecote, was shortlisted 
for the prestigious ‘Shine 
School Media Awards’. This 
year, the magazine reflected 
on the definition of freedom, 
how it is achieved, and how 
it is expressed - submissions 
included everything from 
poetry from First Year pupils 
to reflections from politics 
students in Sixth Form.

Congratulations to Isaac 
Akowuah, who was Highly 
Commended in the Writer  
of the Year: Non-Fiction 
category for his article, 
“Ghana: past, present 
and future”. Isaac was up 
against students of all ages, 
and the judges were blown 
away by the maturity of his 
writing. Isaac is certainly 
a young writer to watch!

The Lead Editors,  
Evie Severn and Katie Hunt 
nominated Poppy Bell and 
Annabel Cochrane to attend 
the awards ceremony, where 
they were honoured to lift 
Isaac’s certificate for him.

Ms A Breslin

Winning Ways in English
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Isaac’s Success and The Dovecote  
Magazine at the Shine School Media Awards!

This was the year of return 
with a dynamic often 
dizzying programme 

of guest speakers from a 
diverse range of roles. The 
speakers spoke to issues of 
local, national and global 
importance, allowing students 
to wrestle with a depth 
and breadth of important 
matters. Beyond this weekly 
programme a good number 
of students also sought out 
experiences with elected 
officials, shadowing and 
interning as they craft their 
future careers. I am deeply 
appreciative to all of our 
guests who gave generously 
of their time, to my colleague, 
Mr Grimwood for his ideas, 
effort and support and to the 
Politics students and wider 
pupil community for their 
appetite and enthusiasm in 
shaping the Politics Society.

Speakers and events this 
academic year included:
n Eve Mason-Howell, 
former pupil, Parliamentary 
Assistant to Ian Murray, MP 
for Edinburgh South and 
Shadow Secretary of State for 
Scotland - ‘A life in Westminster’
n Lower Sixth dinner with 
constituency MP for Stockton 
South Matt Vickers 
n Dr Emma Long ESRC 
Postdoctoral Fellow, 
Department of Politics, 
University of York - ‘Battle 
front to the home front: 
Understanding military families’

n James Wharton, former 
pupil, Baron Wharton of 
Yarm, Chair of the Office 
for Students - ‘Between the 
Commons and the Lords’
n Daniel Coleman-Cooke, 
former pupil, Scriptwriter, 
Broadcaster and Speechwriter 
to the Secretary of State, 
Department of Health and 
Social Care - ‘Writing an 
inside track: from Covid task 
force to the Paralympics’
n Dr Oliver Hensengerth, 
Fellow at Chatham House 
& Associate Professor, 
Department of Social Sciences, 
Northumbria University -  
‘A changing environment: 
China and its expansion’
n Peter Snowdon, Journalist, 
writer and political biographer 
- ‘Capturing political lives’
n Professor Kevin C Dunn, 
Professor of Political Science, 
Hobart and William Smith 
Colleges, New York - ‘Revolting: 
The political significance of 
punk around the globe’
n Dr Rosario Aguilar, Lecturer 
in Comparative Politics, School 
of Geography, Politics and 
Sociology, Newcastle University 
- ‘Understanding prejudice and 
emotion in voting behaviour’
n Dr Chris Massey, Senior 
Lecturer in History and 
Politics, Department of 
Humanities and Social Science, 
Teesside University - ‘The 
state of the Labour Party’
n Dr Jakob Eriksson, Lecturer 
and Tutor for Admission, 

Department of Politics, 
University of York- ‘Recovery in 
Iraq and the challenge of ISIS’
n Haytham Alhamwi, 
Managing Director of 
Rethink Rebuild Society - 
‘The work of settling Syrians 
refugees in the UK’
n Cristina Masters, Lecturer 
in International Politics, 
Department of Politics, 
School of Social Science, 
University of Manchester - ‘An 
understanding of International 
Relations and Gender’
n Ghafoor Hussein, 
Humanitarian aid worker - 
‘Travelling 2000 miles to cook 
for strangers’ 
n Warwick Lightfoot, 
Conservative politician, 
economist, and former 
political adviser, Head of 
Economics and Social Policy 
at Policy Exchange - ‘Shaping 
a political economy’
n Lord McNicol, Labour Peer, 
trade unionist and former 
General Secretary of the Labour 
Party from 2011 to 2018 - ‘A 
day in the life in the Lords’
n Monica Lopez Boltadano, 
Human Rights Defender from 
Nicaragua - ‘Going into exile: a 

flight from an oppressive regime’
n Sue Bridges, Electoral 
Services Manager - ‘A 
career running elections’
n Marwa Ali Mahmoud, 
Egyptian Human Rights 
defender - ‘LGBTQ+: The 
measuring of injustice’
n Professor Thom Brooks, 
Academic, author, columnist, 
policy advisor, Director 
of the Labour Academic 
Network, Professor of Law and 
Government, Durham Law 
School, Durham University 
- ‘Shaping the intellectual 
heart of the Labour Party’ 
n Valentina Feklyunina, 
Senior Lecturer in Politics, 
School of Geography, 
Politics and Sociology, 
Newcastle University - 
‘Russia and Ukraine: A case 
of David and Goliath?’
n Pauline Crellin, Director of 
Trade Advocacy and World 
Events, Department for 
International Trade - ‘The Civil 
Service: Seeking opportunities’
n General The Lord Dannatt 
GCB, CBE, MC, DL, Former 
Chief of the General Staff and 
member of the Lords - ‘A life 
of lessons: The development 
of the British Army’

Lower Sixth students 
also attended an academic 
conference at the University 
of Hull. The Upper Sixth 
during their study visit to 
London visited the Supreme 
Court, Conservative Campaign 
HQ, and met with former 
students working in the Civil 
Service and within political 
journalism. Politics students 
were also instrumental in 
the organisation and delivery 
of events around Holocaust 
Memorial Day in conjunction 
with the University of York. 
Politics students have also 
been at the forefront of 
essay-writing competitions, 
the publication of book 
reviews and the compilation 
of reading lists for the 
wider school community.

Mr S Edwards

Politics 
 returns  
    in style

James Wharton Peter Snowdon Dr Rosario Aguilar Dr Jakob Eriksson Warwick Lightfoot Lord McNicol Monica Lopez  
Boltadano

Professor  
Thom Brooks

Valentina Feklyunina Ghafoor Hussein
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In February, our Fifth Year 
Religious Studies GCSE 
students visited Newcastle 

Temple and Newcastle 
Cathedral. This was a great 
opportunity to experience 
first-hand what we had been 
studying about Hinduism and 
Christianity. We examined 
Hindu beliefs and practices 
with the help of a Hindu 
priest and had an opportunity 
to pose philosophical 
questions to the Christian 
leader at the Cathedral.

In May, the RPE Department 
organised an Interfaith Day 
for all of First Year. This was 
an opportunity for our pupils 
to participate in interactive 
sessions with a faith leader 
from the local community to 
broaden their understanding 
of the major world religions. 
The pupils rotated round 
five different world faith 
sessions and then reflected 
at the end of the day on their 
experience by writing a letter 
of appreciation to one of the 
leaders. One pupil said: “My 
favourite part of the talk was 
when you explained about 
the praying and the mosque”; 
whilst another stated “It was 
very informative and it really 
helped me understand what 
Christianity is really about”. 

A further pupil commented 
that “the session had made 
me respect Hinduism more 
and appreciate all of the 
beliefs that you and all the 
other Hindus have.”

This year our RPE journal, 
REflections, theme was 
Equality. There were some 
brilliant entries from all year 
groups involved, in the form of 
poetry, artwork and discussion 
essays. An A Level 
student bravely 
discussed whether 
Christianity and 
feminism were 
compatible, whilst 
a Third Year pupil 
gave an account of 
the work of Malala 
for women’s rights. 
The Philosophers’ 
Lunch continued 
to be a success 
this year, with 
pupils meeting each week to 
discuss philosophical issues of 
significance, such as free will 
and identity. This also led to 
the introduction of Religion, 
Philosophy and Ethics in Film 
in the Activities programme, 
a further means for pupils to 
discuss relevant philosophical, 
ethical and religious ideas.

Miss S Hussey

A religious
education

REflections
Yarm School Journal of Religion, Philosophy and Ethics              Volume 3 2022

Equality

“Non scholae sed vitae” – “We do not learn for school, but for life” Seneca

1 Equality
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The ever popular Career 
Cluster events continued 
with the first one in the 

autumn focusing on ‘Education 
and Teaching’. We welcomed 
guest speakers from primary to 
university, some starting their 
careers and others already 
established figures. This event 
also garnered considerable 
interest from schools around 
the region and country with 
students joining remotely 
from schools in London and 
Cumbria. A second Career 
Cluster addressed education, 
training and employment in 
the field of Engineering. With 
over a dozen expert panellists, 
audience members were able 
to question and explore a 
vast range of issues with so 
many branches of engineering 
represented, as well as 
providers within industry 
and the universities, and 
from students having taken 
degree and apprenticeship 
routes into the profession. 

Preparation for interviews 
is a crucial part of the Careers 
Department provision and 
this extends to all members of 
the Upper Sixth. These were 
all held in person this year, 
consisting of 91 interviews, 
28 interviewers, and covering 
34 different subject areas. 

We continued to use 
the expertise of external 

advisors who provided 
valuable insight to enhance 
the quality and authenticity 
of these interviews. Those 
students applying for 
Medicine, Dentistry and 
Veterinary Science also 
engaged in a session of 
Multiple Mini Interviews 
(MMIs). The students, 
including a number of guest 
students from surrounding 
schools, experienced eleven 
different stations during 
these interviews with 
members of staff. The focus 
of the interviews included the 
topics of ethics, teamwork, 
the NHS, communication, 
integrity, critical thinking, 
resilience and calculations.

This year also saw all 
members of the Lower Sixth 
assigned a career mentor to 
assist in the development of 
their first steps and plans 
towards their post-Yarm 
destinations. This recent 
innovation is proving valuable 
as a source of advice and 
guidance whatever the current 
thinking and development of 
the individual student. This 
first stage is then developed 
further through the assistance 
and expertise of their tutor. 

Again this year over 100 
pupils in the Fifth Year 
were involved in a series of 
online interviews as part of 

their Morrisby career advice 
and guidance programme. 
Following on from nearly two 
hours of previous psychometric 
testing developed in 
conjunction with industry 
experts, and generating a 
detailed report of abilities, 
aptitudes and interests, the 
interview is designed to further 
explore opportunities for the 
pupils’ futures. Professional 
external interviewers 
conducted their exploratory 
conversations through 
Zoom-based interviews. 

There has been a more 
extensive roll-out of the 
Unifrog software to a wide 
range of years groups allowing 
them to begin the exciting 
journey of exploring skills, 
attributes and interests. 
This will allow for a more 
meaningful and flexible 
approach to future career-
related decision-making, rather 
than the rigidity that can stand 
in the way of more bespoke, 
tailored pathways. Third Year 
pupils were also introduced 
to Morrisby Careers, online 
testing and advice to begin 
to give shape to their future 
directions and aspirations. 

We have continued our 
partnership with InvestIN. 
There was also a sizable 
increase in pupils engaging in 
their remote work experiences. 

We also utilised the company 
for the delivery of a dedicated, 
in-person keynote speech on 
employability skills, which 
headed up the Fourth Year 
taster day of life in the Sixth 
Form. Across the education, 
training and employment 
landscape there has been a 
considerable shift towards 
the acquisition of skills rather 
than simply certificates, and 
an ability to accrue, evidence 
and demonstrate concrete 
hard and soft skills is a key 
to future employability. 

Site visits were well and 
truly back on the agenda with 
a diverse range of visitors 
from former pupils advising 
on piloting, the police, and 
business, to drop in session 
for lawyers, as well our Armed 
Forces liaison officers making 
a number of visits. We were 
delighted to have a number of 
universities represented by in-
person lunchtime sessions too. 

Plans are already well 
underway for next year with 
a continued level of provision 
and innovation. We are excited 
to announce the return of the 
biennial Career Convention 
denied us by Covid, but now 
very much in the planning. 
Details on this will be 
announced in due course. 

Mr S Edwards

As we transitioned back to the ‘normal’ this year, Careers provision found 
itself able to blend the best of the old and the new. We retained some remote 
features that we felt increased convenience, accessibility and flexibility, 
whilst welcoming back the valuable in-person, on-site experiences.

STAYING ON 
THE RIGHT 
TRACK
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It has been another 
successful year for the Yarm 
School Debating Society. We 

welcomed many new members 
at the start of the academic 
year, with most encouragingly 
a strong crop of Fifth Year and 
Fourth Year pupils joining 
us to secure the future of 
Debating for a long time to 
come. As usual in our weekly 
sessions, we have debated 
matters personal to matters 
political and everything 
in-between - from whether or 
not true love exists to whether 
Britain should give up its 
nuclear arsenal, Debating 
Society has never shied away 
from the big questions.

Once again a key feature 
in our Debating Calendar 
was the ever popular Inter 
House debating competition. 
We were delighted the event 
could return this year to its 
in-person format, and we once 
again held two rounds in front 
of the live audience of the 
entire Sixth Form during their 
Friday SPaCE session. The 
first debate centered around 
the question of fate, and was 

a lively and at times funny 
event with all four Houses 
putting forward their stance 
on this big question. Cuthbert 
and Oswald progressed 
to the final round, and 
this year Cuthbert proved 
victorious in the final.

With Covid restrictions 
lifted, Emily Carter 
organised a magnificent 
social event for the 
Debating Society. Hosted 
by Judges, we enjoyed 
an evening of fine food 
whilst debating questions 
large and small around 
the dining table. This was 
an excellent inaugural 
debating society meal, 
and Emily set the bar 
high for future Social 
Secretaries to follow 

As we look forward to 
the next academic year, 
we thank our outgoing 
Upper Sixth who were a 
consistently committed 
group of debaters, and we 
wish Caroline Louwrens and 
Jodie Hegab luck in their 
joint stewardship of the 
Society as co-presidents.

GREAT
DEBATE



FOR THE LOVE OF
LANGUAGES
The European Day of Languages takes place every year on the 26th September, 
but this year was even more special as it marked 20 years celebrating linguistic 
and cultural diversity. In the weeks leading up to the day, pupils enjoyed a number 
of languages quizzes and fun activities in their modern languages lessons. 

F irst Year pupils had 
great fun taking part in 
Language Awareness 

and logo quizzes. We also 
launched a poster competition, 
where they were asked 
to design an A4 poster 
showing the importance of 
learning languages. We were 
delighted with the number 
of entries received and the 
fantastic efforts from the 
pupils. It was a difficult 
decision to pick just one 
winner, but congratulations 
go to Ellie Williamson for 
her winning poster.

Second Year pupils enjoyed 
doing a language quiz and 
were asked to take part in our 
‘present a joke in a foreign 
language’ competition. This 
could have been presented 
as a comic, poster, video or 

animation. Once again, we 
were thrilled with the number 
of pupils who entered the 
competition and the excellent 
standard of work produced. 
Huge congratulations go to 
Ollie Jackson for his fantastic 
video. Here is one of his 
jokes for you to enjoy:

- Comment appelle-t-on 
un mouton sans patte ? 

- Un nuage
Third Year pupils engaged 

with a number of tasks 
and quizzes from the EDoL 
website. They listened to 
lots of extracts in different 
European languages and 
had to guess the language 
as well as looking at tongue 
twisters and longest words. 

Can you say the following 
tongue twisters?

Combien de sous sont 

ces saucissons-ci? Ces 
saucissons-ci sont six sous.

How much are these 
sausages here? These 
sausages here are six cents.

Zwei schwarze schleimige 
Schlangen sitzen 
zwischen zwei spitzen 
Steinen und zischen.

Two black slimy snakes 
sit between two pointed 
stones and hiss.

Well done to all of our 
pupils for taking part in the 
celebrations; we are already 
looking forward to next year! 

The Languages Department 
is also looking forward to 
resuming overseas trips in 
2022-23, with visits planned 
to the German Christmas 
Markets, Paris and Spain.

Mrs B Addison and Mr T Fellows
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The Community Action 
group has had another 
busy year. The most 

significant part of our work 
this year has been our joint 
projects with Yarm Wellness 
Centre. We have very much 
enjoyed helping to design 
and decorate the water butts, 
watering cans and bins that 
will adorn the beautiful 
garden space at the centre, and 
also liked getting our hands 
dirty when repotting spring 
plants! We hope to continue 
working with Yarm Wellness 
Centre next year and plans 
are in place for our budding 
artists to complete a mural 
of Yarm, as well as attend 
some groups for both older 
members of the community 
and ex military personnel.

Before Christmas, we enjoyed 
organising a sweet stall to raise 
money for our own PHAB Club 
to buy equipment. Luckily, 
this proved very popular 

and we were able to donate 
a not insignificant sum to 
this very worthwhile cause. 
Through the course of the 
year, we have also continued 
our regular litter picking 
expeditions in the town, as 
well as writing letters to Post 
Pals - a UK charity which 
encourages young people to 
send cards, letters, emails 
and little gifts to seriously ill 
children and their siblings. 

Our main focus of the Spring 
Term was our drive to collect 
second-hand books in aid of 
Books 2 Africa, a non-profit 
organisation dedicated to 
collecting, sorting, shipping 
and distributing books to 
children and adults in Africa. 
Having received a good 
number of donations, we 
then set up a second-hand 
books sale to celebrate World 
Book Day, with all proceeds 
going towards the funding of 
the shipping of the books!

Most recently, we have been 
raising money for the Save the 
Children Ukraine Appeal, with 
members of the group giving 
up break and lunch times to 
sell sunflower pins. Thank you 
to everyone who has supported 
this appeal, as well as the 
other campaigns we have 
run this year. We can’t wait 
for the next academic year!

Ms H Blakemore

ActionA CALL TO
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The Challenge introduces 
computational thinking 
to pupils. It runs in over 

50 countries and is designed to 
get students all over the world 
excited about logical thinking. 
Of those, 53 pupils achieved 
the Gold Award, coming 
in the top 10% nationally 
in their age category.

Our top Bebras scorers 
included: Lucy Oliver, First 
Year, who scored 188/200 
in the Junior Challenge; 
Joshua Davison, Third Year, 

who scored 200/200 in 
the Intermediate category; 
and Jack Pritchard, Fourth 
Year, who scored 200/200 
in the Senior Challenge!

49 pupils from First to Fifth 
Year then competed in the The 
Oxford University Computing 
Challenge. The Challenge 
is for talented UK students 
to produce programmed 
solutions to computational 
thinking problems. Four 
of our pupils scored highly 
enough to rank in the top 

2.5% nationally, and Paddy 
Winters, Third Year, was 
one of the top 13 who were 
then invited to take part in 
the National Final of the 
Oxford University Computing 
Challenge in the Intermediate 
age category. Paddy came 
in a fantastic second place 
scoring 56/80 points on 
some incredibly tough 
programming challenges!

Mr P Collins

Biology Olympiad
In June some of the Lower 
Sixth Biologists took part 
in the Intermediate Biology 
Olympiad. Over 12,566 
students from 608 schools 
worldwide took part in 
this year’s competition. 
19 students received 
recognition, among them 
seven achieved Bronze 
and four achieved Silver 
Awards. We would like to give 
particular congratulations to 
Shaan Madhu Kumar, Medha 
Rajeeva, Siya Puthuraya 
and Aishani Paul who came 
in the top 5% of students, 
achieving a Gold Award.

Mrs J Waters

Upper Sixth have the 
Winning Formula in 
Chemistry Olympiad
Designed to challenge and 
inspire, the prestigious RSC 
UK Chemistry Olympiad is 
a unique opportunity for 
students to push themselves 
further and excel in the 
chemistry field, and the 
2022 paper was particularly 
challenging. It covered 
many interesting and 
timely scientific contexts, 
including E10 petrol, the 
chemistry of lateral flow 
tests and much more.
Upper Sixth student Rebecca 
Keetley was one of only 8.9% 

of students nationally to 
receive a Gold award, while 
Charlotte Rutter was one of 
22.7% who achieved a Silver 
award. Well done to both 
Rebecca and Charlotte on 
this fantastic achievement!

Mr A Law

Physics Olympiad

Four Second Year pupils 
travelled down to St Peter’s 
School, York along with Mr 
Burns to take part in the 
annual Physics Olympics - the 
first in-person competition 
since 2019. Twenty-three 
schools from across the north 
participated in the day of 
physics challenges. We took 
part in a Fermi Quiz and five 
different laboratory-based 
challenges which required a 
broad range of physics, maths 
and problem solving skills, but 
most importantly teamwork.

In the first challenge we 
had to deal with the principle 
of moments and another 
challenge was to construct a 
tower using everyday craft 
equipment to achieve the 

maximum gravitational 
potential energy of some 
steel nuts and bolts. 

As the results of each 
challenge were announced, 
we noticed our consistency 
throughout the challenges 
was something not many 
teams had managed to match. 
We won t-shirts for coming 
first in the gravitational 
potential energy challenge 
before finding out where we 
had placed overall. After a 
nervous wait with lots of 
crossed fingers, we were 
announced the winners!

James Goodall

Computational
challenges

Success for our Olympiads

202 pupils from 
First to Fifth Year 
took part in the 
National Bebras 
Challenge. 
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The Economics and 
Business Department 
were delighted to see the 

return of face-to-face Working 
Lunches this year. We were 
also able to enjoy Google 
Meet sessions alongside the 
programme of in-person 
lunches when the speakers 
were unable to travel to 
Yarm. This combination of 
Working Lunches meant that 
our students could benefit 
from our Former Pupils’ 
expertise and experiences 
no matter the location.

We are really grateful to 
our fantastic body of Former 
Pupils and friends of the 
School who gave their time 
so freely, not only for the 
Working Lunch sessions, 
but also to offer additional 
support and guidance to 
our students. Many of our 
speakers also suggested 
reading material and other 
activities to the Sixth Form. 
We look forward to a lot more 
Working Lunches next year.

Miss C Rhodes

n Daniel Orlopp
Talked about  
applying for 
his degree 
apprenticeship with 
EY and what it is really 
like to work for one 
of the “Big Four”
n Jamie Pender 
Discussed IBM’s 
Futures Scheme, a 
gap year internship 
in a high-powered 
business setting 
as well as advising 
on how to target an 
A* in Economics.
n Kate Hellens and  
n Rachel Bradley  
Talked about owning 
and working in a 
family business, 
alongside decision 
making in a for profit 
business whilst 
also supporting 
some of the most 
vulnerable in society.
n Millie McCormack 
Discussed her 
apprenticeship  

with PwC in the 
Tax line of service, 
including the 
recruitment process, 
her day-to-day job  
and different  
routes into PwC.
n Ben Bradley  
Spoke about  
Business at 
Northumbria, 
the benefits of a 
placement year 
and his successful 
career path with 
GSK (including 
5 promotions 
in 7 years).
n Alex Lucas 
Discussed Business 
Management in 
Birmingham, how 
focusing on supply 
chain and logistics 
lead to his current 
role in a business 
start up in London.
n Dheeraj Viswanath 
Discussed Economics 
and Finance at Brunel 
University, his current 

role with EY (Strategy 
& Transactions) as 
well as his previous 
role with Ofgem 
where he completed 
the Civil Service 
graduate scheme.
n Bradley Watson
Spoke about 
Economics at 
Birmingham and 
his 10 years of 
international banking, 
strategy and business 
transformation 
experience with 
HSBC, having worked 
in Dubai, New 
York, Brussels and 
currently the U.K.
n Matthew Walker  
Spoke about 
Economics and 
Management at 
Leeds, his year 
studying in  
Canada and his 
current training 
to become an 
Investment  
Manager.

n Hannah Carey 
Discussed her role 
as Project Manager 
for North Yorkshire 
County Council 
and gave advice 
on building CVs, 
making an impact 
when meeting new 
people and building a 
professional network.
n Daniel Moore 
Discussed Business 
and International 
Management 
at Northumbria 
University and how 
he worked his way up 
in the family business 
to the position of 
Commercial Director. 
He also highlighted 
the ways Economic 
Factors, Covid and 
Brexit have impacted 
his business.
n Naman Garg  
Talked about E&M 
at Oxford and the 
Finance Graduate 
Scheme at Barclays.

WORKING
LUNCH

Daniel Orlopp Jamie Pender Kate Hellens Rachel Bradley

Millie McCormack

Bradley Watson Matthew Walker Hannah Carey Daniel Moore Naman Garg

Ben Bradley Alex Lucas Dheeraj Viswanath



A WORTHY
WINNER

THE FAME  
GAME
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Twelve Lower Sixth 
students, all keen on 
courses or careers 

in Finance, Accounting, 
Management and or Economics 
opted for the FAME activity 
during the Summer Term. 
The activity offered advice on 
courses, support on personal 
statements and the application 
process, and much more. The 
students acted as mentors to 
groups of Year 6 Prep pupils 
as they prepared for the 
challenge of running a stall 
at the Prep Summer Fair. Our 
Sixth Formers supported and 
guided the Prep pupils with 
their ideas and encouraged 
them to consider contingency 
plans. Belle, Zara and Will were 
responsible for mentoring the 
winning Prep team but all our 
students must be commended 
for their commitment.

“Mentoring the Year 
6s was great! I really 
enjoyed watching 
them work together 
to come up with new 
and creative ideas, 
as well as teaching 
them some important 
and valuable lessons 
about business.”

“[The activity] sets 
you apart from others 
when applying to uni”

“It was exciting to 
see the outcome 
of your hard work 
and to see the Prep 
School pupils’ faces”

After the 10th year of 
Yarm Apprentice, 
with 5 tasks, 6 Lord 

Sugars, some considerable 
challenges and some crisis 
management, the winner of 
Yarm Apprentice 2022 was 
revealed as …Belle Woodhead!

Joint Runners Up: Amy 
Willis and Imogen Slack

Outstanding Leader 
- across all tasks (Peer 
Voted): Belle Woodhead

Outstanding Teamplayer - 
across all tasks  
(Peer Voted): Imogen Slack

Outstanding Creative Spirit 
- across all tasks (Peer Voted): 

Amelia Severn
Lower Sixth 

student Belle 
Woodhead, 
was Project 
Manager twice 
and both times successfully 
led her team to victory; first 
designing a menu item for 
Hobo, and second branding a 
shampoo. She was a member 
of the winning team overall 
on three occasions and for 
the bonus Christmas stock 
selling task. She was also 
peer voted as “Outstanding 
Leader” across all the tasks!

n I really enjoyed this activity as it 
helped to improve my teamwork 
skills and communication 
with other team members.

n I LOVED this activity! It became 
my 4th A Level and really 
helped me with confidence.

n It was very much like the 
real Apprentice and I would 
take part in it again.

n It was a helpful insight into 
the world of business which 
encouraged us to develop 
both collaborative and 
independent skills which can 
be utilised in the future.

n I really enjoyed taking part in 
the Yarm Apprentice. I think 
I developed a lot of skills 
including great confidence 
in myself and my ideas.

n I enjoyed being taught to 
pitch professionally by 
Darlington Building Society.

n I loved it when the team helped 
each other and pulled through 
challenging situations.

n Getting to interact with actual 
business owners and hear 
their feedback on our pitches.

n Being able to lead a team gave 
me the opportunity to step 
outside my comfort zone.

“Belle was organised and handed out 
responsibility well whilst supporting 

each member of the team.”

“Belle always stepped up to take 
action. Never let anyone down. 

Stayed with her team.”

“Belle was enthusiastic throughout 
each task and did everything 

to the best of her ability.”

What did the students think 
about Yarm Apprentice?



Business
goes from Strength to Strength
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We are delighted 
to report that the 
Economic / Business 

Society is going from strength 
to strength at Yarm. Owen 
Reed and Lily Cordwell-Smith 
were co-Chairs this year and 
we saw audience numbers 
from both Lower and Upper 
Sixth Form students grow. It 
was fantastic to see Business 
and Economics students but 
also students that don’t take 
either subject. The wide range 
of topics this year included: 
n George - Economics 

in Agriculture
n Connor - The Spanish 

Economy
n Owen and Lily - 

Interactive Behavioural 
Economics activity 

n Sophie and Lily - Production 
in Practice (featuring 

factory footage)
n Laura and Ben - The 

North South Divide
n Olivia - The Glass Ceiling
n Josh and Benji - The impact 

of Sugar Regulations
n Emily & Maddy - What 

effect has climate change 
had on the economy? Can 
we create a sustainable 
and ‘green’ economy? 

n Deacon and Will - The 
impact of government 
intervention on the 
alcohol market

n Anna - Becoming an 
entrepreneur (her 
brother’s experiences)

n Owen and Lily - Are we 
in control of our own 
decisions? (Discussing a 
Dan Ariely TED talk)

n Will and Benji - Should 
demerit goods be legal?

n Owen and Lily - Words of 
wisdom / How to succeed 
in life (Inspirational 
advice from successful 
professionals)

Our Chairs, Owen and 
Lily, have been assets to 
the department over the 
last twelve months, co-
ordinating the Economic / 
Business Society meetings 
and delivering multiple 
sessions themselves. They 
enthused their peers and 
inspired the Lower Sixth 
to not only attend, but 
also to present. In a post 
lockdown year, where there 
have been many different 
opportunities on offer, 
the Economics / Business 
Society has remained strong 
with attendance growing.

We welcomed Laura 
Hull and Ben Cordwell-
Smith as their successors 
and have already had 
a number of sessions 
under their leadership:
n Laura - Experiments in 

Economics - Behavioural 
Economics

n Ben - The impact of 
sporting organisations 
on the local and 
national economy

n Kitty - The Economics 
of the Watch Industry

We are looking forward 
to an exciting Autumn 
Term programme. 

Miss C Rhodes



PODIUM 
SUCCESS 
FOR YARM

Yarm School pupils won 
the National Final of 
the British Schools 

Karting Competition (BSKC).
Callum Sanderson, Oscar 

Buckley and Alexander Walton 
saw off 137 other teams on 
their way to first place on the 
podium. The Yarm School 
team A trained alongside 
team B, Felix Buckley, Alfie 
King and Luke Walton, and 
raced against each other to 
learn the track, learn how 
and where to overtake, how to 
block and the optimal racing 
line, to reduce lap times.

Although team B missed 
out on a place in the national 
finals, after being knocked 
out in a regional final in 
Newcastle, their practice was 
invaluable to the boys on team 
A, who eventually brought 
home the trophy. A fantastic 
first season from both teams! 

We are all immeasurably 
saddened by the death of 
Felix Buckley in July 2022. 
Felix will be profoundly 
missed by all of us.

Welcome toWelcome to

Clubthe
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The Fencing Club has 
welcomed their new 
coach Simon Trevithick 

from Harrogate Fencing Club 
this year alongside an exciting 
explosion in our numbers 
attending. We now have up 
to 20 fencers, many from 
First and Second Year, with a 
wide range of experience and 
ability. From starting with 
basic lunges and movement 
to more complicated parries 
and counter-ripostes the 
members have practised and 
honed their moves in drills 
and developed their tactics 
in free-fencing matches. All 
members have improved 
massively in their skills and 
technique over the year, so 
much so they even gave Dr 
Craig a run for his money in 
the team fencing competition 
they finished the year with! 

Four senior members of the 
Fencing Club attended the 
British Youth Championships 
in Sheffield in May, for most it 
was their first time competing 
in a large, national fencing 
competition. Jennifer Chan, 
Ben Desics, Sam Croslegh and 
Carys McNeill-Ritchie had a 

great time over 
the weekend 
and Jennifer, the 
club’s captain, 
had this to 
say about her 
experience:

“I thoroughly enjoyed my 
experience there, from being 
in the large halls, with people 
from all over the UK, to being 
on the piste, standing in front 
of another fencer. I was very 
nervous at first, as I had never 
been to an event like this, but 
I soon realised that everyone 
there had worked so very hard 
to be where they are today. 
This only inspired me to give 
the day all my best efforts.”

Our Fencer Of The Year 
was Olivia Fatah. She is a 
highly committed member 
of the fencing club, shows 
an observant and positive 
attitude and excellent 
improvement in her fencing 
technique over the course of 
the year. Olivia is also a great 
team player and all-round 
club member - well done! 

Dr T Craig



RESILIENT 
The Junior Inter-Regional 

Regatta was held at 
Nottingham in very 

windy conditions. 43 of our 
rowers represent the Yorkshire 
region, making up most of the 
team. From Junior 14 to Junior 
16, this gives the younger 
rowers the opportunity 
to race other rowers from 
all over the country.

Our Junior 15 coxed four of 
Will Jeavons, Will Lewis, Sai 
Sigmale, Jack Pritchard and 
Jack Stoddart (cox) dominated 
their event at local regattas 
and when it came to the 
National Schools’ Regatta 
there were only two crews 
who could beat them, with the 
crew picking up the bronze 
medal. It had been some years 
since YSBC had achieved a 
medal at a major event.

National Schools’ also 

saw some near misses. The 
girls’ Junior 18 coxed four 
of Emily Dunn, Cordelia 
Deering, Harriet White, 
Lilian Dufton and Annabel 
Cunningham (cox) finished 
fourth in a fiercely contested 
A final, with the B crew 
losing out on winning the 
B final by 0.3 seconds.

The senior boys’ events 
at National Schools’ are 
very, very competitive. This 
year we entered a coxless 
quad into the championship 
event: Archie Norton, Harry 
Wildridge, Will Woodhead and 
Deacon Laverick (steering). 
They came through the time 
trial to make the B Final 
and finished seventh.

The girls’ junior 16 coxed 
four of Kitty Brown, Storm 
Smith, Hannah Stewart, 
Morven Hawthorne and 
Dani Devlin (cox) surprised 

everyone, including 
themselves, to qualify for 
the A Final and finish fifth.

The most prestigious local 
regatta has to be Durham 
Regatta. Winning here 
and being presented with 
trophies at the Gala Theatre 
is a great occasion. All our 
crews performed incredibly 
well, with the senior crews 
beating much older opposition 
from Leeds, Durham and 
Newcastle universities. The 
rumours circulating around 
the riverbank were that they 
may be school pupils but do not 
underestimate them, coining 
the phrase that the losing 
crew had been ‘Yarmed’.

Very recently, two senior 
crews tried to qualify for 
Henley Royal Regatta for the 
first time in many years. Both 
crews, the girls’ Junior 18 eight 
and the boys’ coxless quad just 
failed to qualify. With only 3 
crews to go through to the main 
regatta, this was always going 
to be a tough ask. The girls’ 
eight finished sixth, only 5 
seconds behind the qualifying 
time. Six of this eight will be 
back next year to try again. 
The boys’ coxless quad had a 
very tough task with 44 crews 
competing for the 3 places. 
However, the boys performed 
superbly to finish 7th only 5 
seconds behind the qualifying 
time – such is the standard of 
boys’ sculling; but all will be 

back next year to try again.
And finally, both Harriet 

White and Cordelia Deering 
were invited to race off in 
pairs at Caversham (the 
home of GB rowing) to try 
and make the Junior girls’ 
GB sweep team for either the 
World Championships, the 
Coupe de la Jeunesse or the 
Home Countries International 
Regatta this summer. Both 
girls rowed very well against 
very determined opposition, 
but it was Cordelia who was 
successful in achieving a place 
at Final Crew Formation as 
a bowside oarswoman and 
Harriet narrowly missed out.

Final Crew Formation is a 
brutal selection process and 
Cordelia found herself having 
to race 22 fifteen hundred 
metre races in scorching heat 
over four days. To her credit, 
she coped incredibly well 
with this first time experience 
and gained a place in the 
England girls’ Junior 19 coxed 
four and the girls’ Junior 19 
8+ at the Home Countries 
International Regatta held at 
London Docklands. Cordelia 
was in the winning crew for 
both races and this has made 
her even more determined for 
next year. A first international 
vest is a great achievement and 
rounded off an amazing year 
for Yarm School Boat Club.

Mrs A Lund

What a super year Yarm School Boat Club has had with 
our crews competing nationwide. Success at the longer 
winter Head races, both locally and nationally, was the 
basis for a successful summer regatta season.
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Our 1st and 2nd teams led 
by Molly McDerrmott 
and Lily Cordwell-Smith 

respectively, have had a 
stellar year. The 2nd team has 
been a real force to reckon 
with, finishing the season 
unbeaten and have scored 
for fun at times, through 
the impressive striking of 
Amelia Allan. However, this 
amazing run of results means 
next season’s second team 
matches will be harder, as we 
will be playing better teams. 

The 1st team made Yarm 
School history but, despite 
this, they will have been 
slightly disappointed (maybe 
a lot). The girls competed 
in the indoor tournament. 
After winning our group we 
needed to beat the other two 
group winners to progress 
through to the National 
Finals. Unfortunately, we fell 
short against Wakefield after 
drawing against RGS, meaning 
we finished third overall. 

In the outdoor competition 
the 1st team won the area 
finals convincingly and 
progressed to the North East 
Finals. The girls breezed past 
Bradford Grammar with some 
excellent team play. This led us 
to the final against Hill House, 

with a place in the National 
Finals on the line. Although 
we were the superior team 
the scoreline remained 0-0. 
This meant it went to penalty 
shuffles and this is where 
our National run ended. 

The highlight of the senior 
season has to be our cup 
games earning wins, against 
Austin Friars (2-0) at home, 
on the road against Rossall, 
Blackpool (6-2) and Stonyhurst 
(2-1), meaning we reached 
the last 16 in the country. 
Unfortunately we lost the 
next game against Trent 
College. The girls competed 
very well and should be really 
proud of their performance 
and progress throughout 
the year and competitions. 
I am very grateful and 
so proud of this team. 

The under 16s were not 
only part of the 2nd XI 
season and the 1st XI cup 
run, but they also had their 
own shot at indoor and 
outdoor National Finals. In 
the indoor tournament the 

girls got some impressive 
wins but we fell short and 
finished third overall. The 
outdoor competition started 
last September and the girls 
comfortably won the Cleveland 
County Championships to 
progress through to the area 
finals. These started with a 
draw against an impressive 
Dame Allan’s side, wins 
against Durham School in the 
pool and Egglescliffe in the 
semi final, setting up the final 
against Dame Allan’s, for a spot 
in the North East Finals. The 
squad stepped up and we won 
the game 2-0 and progressed 
to the North East finals. 

The U16 team started slowly 
at the North East Finals but 
progressed to the final against 
Ripon Grammar. This was a 
cagey affair, with the score line 
staying at 0-0 until the last 5 
minutes of the match, when 
Yarm took the lead. For the first 
time in the School’s history a 
girls’ team qualified for the 
National Finals in Nottingham. 
During the second game in 

the finals the team came 
to life, with Captain India 
Dunkin, leading by example. 
This gave others around her 
the confidence to win the 
match. The third opposition 
team was Lord Wandsworth 
College (eventual winners) 
which was always going to be 
a tough match. Unfortunately 
the loss meant they ended 
up in the 5th and 6th place 
play off and eventually 
finished 6th overall. Although 
disappointing, the U16s are the 
6th best team in the country! 
Considering this was a very 
young team, with several U15s 
making up the squad, the 
future looks bright for next 
season’s team. Well done girls. 

In addition to friendly 
fixtures the U15 team also 
competed in the ISHC National 
Cup Competition. Our first two 
fixtures saw us win against 
local rivals RGS Newcastle and 
Dame Allan’s. Away trips to 
Wakefield Girls’ High School 
and Moreton Hall resulted 
in two more wins and these 

It feels like I write this every year, but once again, the 
hockey at Yarm has taken another step forward. As a 
result this has been the most successful year ever. 

NEW 
HEIGHTS 

FOR GIRLS’ HOCKEY



“We would like to thank all our coaches 
and supporters who proved a huge part in 
our victorious season, from cheering on 
the sideline to helping out with transport, 
I can certainly say it meant a lot to our 
whole squad Including putting up with 
our singing, safe to say we should stick to 
hockey. From the whole squad thank you!”
Molly McDerrmott
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results meant we reached 
the last 8 of the competition 
and had to travel to London 
to play Alleyn’s School in the 
quarter-finals. What a trip, 
from the attitude we saw on 
the pitch, to the singing (if 
you can call it that) on the way 
home, the girls were excellent. 
We lost 5-1 in the end but 
some valuable lessons were 
learnt against the eventual 
winners of the competition. 
Another year group making 
more School history, with 
them being the first U15 team 
to reach the last eight in a 
National Cup Competition.

Due to lockdown the last 
County Tournament the U14s 
played was when they were 
in First Year. This year saw 
them dominate and win every 
match by at least 4 goals and 
not conceding any throughout 
the competition. At the area 
finals the girls competed well 
and finished tied on points for 
2nd place with Dame Allan’s. 
The competition went down 
to goals scored and we just 
missed out on a spot at the 
North East Finals. The girls, 
understandably disappointed, 
made great progress and 
continued to do so playing 
in the U16 local league. The 
players and the squad as a 
whole are unrecognisable 
from the start of the year, and 
they finished second in the 
U16 league. You have been 
a pleasure to coach this year 
and I look forward to next 
season. Well done team!

Our U13 squads are looking 
really strong going into next 

year and the 11-a-side version 
of the game. All three squads 
have been challenged this 
year, with them either playing 
up a year or facing stronger 
opposition. Our U13C team 
played in the U13B league and, 
led by Kate Howell, Amelia 
Leighton, Molly White and 
Jemima Fleming the team 
battled well against local 
school opposition to finish 
third overall in the league. 
Our U13B&C teams also 
competed in the U13B county 
tournament. The C team played 
some great hockey, earning 
a win against Macmillan 
Academy and a 4th place 
finish overall. The B team, 
led by Sabie Anderson, Kitty 
Illingsworth, Ellie Melvin 
and Srikari Gollapenne, were 
dominant, winning every 
game, scoring 13 goals and 
conceding none, to take home 
the trophy. A combination of A 
and B team players also came 
together to play in the 11-a-side 
U14 league. This league went 
to a final, after we finished 
joint on points with the Red 
House U14 team. The final was 
tense, with both teams playing 
some really nice hockey. We 
probably had the edge but 
the game finished 2-2 and the 
game went to penalty shuffles 
which Yarm won! What an 
achievement for an U13 team 
winning an U14 league.

The U13A team’s record 
breaking National Cup run 
started against local rivals 

Dame Allan’s in the first round, 
then faced Moreton Hall and 
Wakefield Girls High School. 
The girls won all three matches 
for a spot in the last 8 of the 
competition. Another team of 
School history makers, being 
the first U13 team to make it 
to this level of a National Cup 
Competition. In the quarter-
finals we unfortunately came 
up against the eventual 
winners Surbiton High School. 
What a cup run, girls! The 
national run saw them gaining 
a place in the North East 
Finals. We met St Peter’s in 
the semi-final and lost which 
meant we played in the play off 
against RGS Newcastle. This 
game was excellent, with the 
girls dominating the game.

Our U12 squads had a very 
strong year to start. Our A, B 
and C teams all played either 
older or better opposition in 
the local leagues. The U12A 
team played in the U13A 
league, learning the game 
quickly and, progressing 
well, they finished second in 
the league. Our U12 B team 
played in the U12A league 
and finished third overall. 
The U12C team played in the 
U12B league and the team were 
crowned overall champions! 
Our squads also competed 
in the Cleveland County 
Tournament, with the U12B&C 
teams competing in the U12A 
tournament, finishing 2nd 
and 3rd respectively. The 
U12A competed in the U13A 
tournament, coming second 
to our own U13A team. This 
meant they qualified along 
with the U13As to go to the U13 
area finals. What a fantastic 
experience for this young 
team. The girls faced a group 
with the eventual North East 
Finalists RGS, Newcastle. 
In the first game the girls 
really showed everyone at 
the tournament why they 
deserved to be there. 

The girls finished third in 
the group on goal difference, 
leaving them to watch and 
support our U13s to an 
Area Finals win. What an 
achievement for an U12 
squad and gives a lot to look 
forward to in the future. This 
group has been a delight 
all year and I look forward 
to September for another 
successful season of hockey. 

Lastly, can I say a massive 
thank you to all my colleagues 
who make this all possible. 
Your dedication, expertise 
and enthusiasm make the 
season what it is. Both 
myself and the teams really 
appreciate everything you do. 

Miss N Hodgson 

County 
representatives 
• Ava Holmes 
• Sienna Hyndman 
• Erin Jackson 
• Lucy Mitchell
• Ava Ryan 
• Amelie Sawyer
• Zoe Wild 
• Sabie Anderson 
• Eva Leadbitter 
• Mara Morrison 
• Tilly Pallent-Home
• Poppy Bell 
• Isabella Brown 
• Grace Crawford 
• Poppy Faulkner 
• Pippa Ferguson 
• Sophie Hall 
• Josie Henley 
• Summer Hyndman 
• Sophie Rudd 
• Cody Staggs 
• Freya Takoor
• Alice Ward 
• Olivia Mitchell 
• Evie Stoker 
• Zara Stoker 
• Tilly Gilraine
• Millie Haswell 
• Kyra Hyndman 
• Harriet Jackson 
• Nicole Lambert 
• Phoebe Nichol
• Lexie Townsley 
• Isabelle Blackburn 
• Rosie Faulkner 
• Kayla Roberts 

Team North East
• Mara Morrison

Performance Centre 
and Challenge Cup 
• Izzie Spieght
• Mara Morrison
• Belle Woodhead
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The Spring Term began 
with wonderful news 
as Will Ferguson was 

selected for the England Under 
16 Squad. He has since played 
in competitive internationals 
against Ulster and Scotland 
and scored his first goal at 
this level against Germany.

In addition to Will’s 
international debut, 48 boys 
represented Durham County 
and many others were selected 
for the Performance Centre 
including Max Mowbray, Oscar 
Thomas, Jake Leader, Timmy 
Foley, James McGee, Toby 
Simpson, Will Woodhead and 
Junior Newton - at the time of 
writing, Mowbray, Thomas, 
Foley and McGee are preparing 
for the Inter-PC Challenge Cup 
to be held in Nottingham at 
the end of July - this is part of 
the selection process for next 
season’s England Squads.

Both of our boys’ indoor 
hockey teams reached the 
National Finals in London in 
January having been crowned 
North East Champions in 
Bradford before Christmas. 
They represented the region 
well as the U18 Squad 
finished 10th in the country 
and the U16s finished 6th.

The following weekend 
brought our annual trip to 
Scotland to play against 
Edinburgh Academy and 
Stewart’s Melville. This short 

tour allowed us to establish 
some good habits for the season 
to come and it was great to see 
both of our 1st and 2nd XI’s 
winning both of their games.

Our U13 and U15 boys 
also travelled to Manchester 
Grammar School in January for 
the North 7-a-side tournaments 
and the U13s reached the 
final narrowly losing to King’s 
Macclesfield by 2 goals to 1. The 
U15s dominated throughout 
winning all 7 of their games 
scoring 46 and conceding 2 to 
take the title.

In the National Independent 
Schools Cup the teams have 
excelled- the U13s reached the 
quarter finals to go out to a 
last minute penalty to King’s 
Chester 4-3 in a pulsating 
game. The U18s travelled to 

Repton and put on a brave 
performance in their quarter 
final but ultimately lost to an 
exceptional side in what was to 
be their only defeat all season. 
The U15s went one step further 
to reach the National Finals 
in Birmingham and although 
they lost out to Whitgift 
School in the semi-finals we 
are proud they are the 4th 
best team in the country.

Locally the School has 
dominated and we now hold 
county titles at U13, U14, U16 
and U18 age groups. These 
tournaments are the first step 
into the National Competitions 
via the regional cross over 
finals- the Under 16 produced 
a dominant display against 
Hallcross to book their place 
at Nationals with a 4-0 win. 

The U18s travelled to Ashville 
Harrogate with a depleted team 
but still managed a 1-0 win to 
book their place at Nottingham.

Both teams saved their best 
performances for the National 
Finals in Nottingham at the 
end of March - it was amazing 
to see the level of skill and 
commitment on display - the 
U16s beat Malvern College, 
St Albans and Sedbergh 
before winning an amazing 
final against Katherine Lady 
Berkeley School 3 - 2 with 
some great finishes by Max 
Jones, Will Ferguson and Tom 
Graham.

Equally impressively, the 
U18s beat Langley Park, 
Richard Huish and Wirral 
Grammar to book a final spot 
against Hitchin Boys’ School. 

The boys’ hockey teams have had their most successful 
season ever with 107 games played and 93 wins. A total of 
564 goals have been scored with only 109 conceded.

HOCKEY
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This was to prove another 
impressive and competitive 
final but a solitary George 
Kitson goal was the decisive 
moment and Yarm won 1-0.

To win one national title is 
amazing but to win two titles 
within one hour of each on 
the same day is unbelievable 
and this was without doubt 
the greatest day in the history 
of Yarm hockey and everyone 
concerned can be seriously 
proud of this achievement.

Our U14 squad got an 
amazing experience of playing 
at the Queen Elizabeth Olympic 
Park in London and were very 
lucky to play the majority of 
their games in the Olympic 
Stadium. Unfortunately, 
too many mistakes led to a 
tournament of what could 
have been as they competed 
in every game but ultimately 
came up short, they will 
learn from this experience 
and come back stronger.

The U13s almost won the 
whole event as they competed 
in their National Finals at 
the Nottingham Hockey 
Centre. Going into their last 
group game, a win would 
have secured a place in the 
final- Olly Carr almost got 
us there as he hit a sweet 
shot to the top corner with 2 
minutes to go but the keeper 
made an outstanding save. 
Unfortunately, our opponents 
went on to win the final 

comfortably whilst we lost 
on flicks in the 3rd/4th place 
play-off. This group will look 
to build on their exciting 
development next season.

We are saying farewell to 
some outstanding servants to 
Yarm Hockey who are moving 
on to pastures new. We’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank 
and pass on our best to James 
Beck (our most successful  
1st XI Captain), Tom Crack, 
Ali Cropp, James Thomson, 
Lochlain Lacy, Matthew 
Heathcote, Louis Robinson, 
Tom Howard, Junior 
Newton, Charlie Thompson, 
Roman Andrews, Theo 
Grylls and Max Jones.

The hockey staff have put 
in some serious time (and 
mileage) this season- this 
huge amount of success would 
not be possible without their 
expertise and dedication. A 
big thanks therefore to 
the exceptional work 
of Mr Skirving, Mr 
Alexander, Mr 
Glen, Mr Lyle, 
Miss Hodgson 
and the support 
of Mr Newman 
and Mr O’Connor.

Mr G Ferguson

Tom  
Fletcher

U14

Matthew 
White
U15

Tom  
Howard

U18

Jacob
Rutter

U16

Oliver  
Greenaway

U18

Timmy 
Foley
U15

Olly 
Carr
U13

Tom 
Crack
U18

Marcus 
Walters

U15

Oliver
Gatenby

U15

Ashton 
Flynn
U14

Junior 
Newton

U16

Jake 
Leader

U15

Cameron 
Morrison

U14

Jasman 
Sidhu
U13

Dhruv 
Wadhera

U14

Tom 
Graham

U16

Alex 
McGee

U18

Max 
Jones
U16

Paddy 
Key
U13

Oliver  
Dunkin

U12

Atsushi
Yamaguchi

U12

Max 
Mowbray

U15

Will  
Ferguson

U15

Mustafa 
El-Sherif

U13

Jacob 
Hardy

U13

James 
Beck
U18

Dan 
Walters

U18

Boys’ Hockey:
Most improved

Boys’ Hockey:
Team of the Season

HOCKEY
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After an unprecedented 
few years, Yarm 
School netball was 

back with a bang! This 
year has superseded all 
others to become our most 
successful season of netball 
ever! We have had a huge 
number of girls grasping 
the opportunity to get back 
into netball whole-heartedly; 
they have chosen to commit 
their lunch times, break 
times and after school time 
to enjoy training and playing 
fixtures and this eagerness 
has transpired into results.

League 
We entered a number of 
teams into the Stockton 
Schools’ Netball League and 
after playing many games 
over the duration of the 
season our U13C team came 
2nd in their Championship 
league and the U12C team 

won the final to be crowned 
Championship Winners. 

National Cups
This year we entered both 
the Sisters n Sport and the 
School Sport Magazine 
National Cup. Both these cups 
are knockouts where each 
region plays off against each 
other, eventually leaving the 
regional winners to compete 
against each other to reach 
the final and be crowned 
National Cup Champions.

All teams had a fantastic 
cup run this year. The U13, 
U14 and U15 squads all 
reached the last 16 in their 
cup runs. The U12 team, lead 
by captain Lucy Mitchell, had 
an outstanding cup run. They 
managed to reach the semi 
final of the Sisters n Sport cup 
and narrowly missed out on 
winning the final of the School 
Sports Magazine Cup, after a 

tightly fought final against a 
strong Cheadle Hulme side.

National Schools 
Competition
September saw the first 
round of our National Schools 
campaign, where our U14, U16 
and U19 teams all competed 
and were successful in 
qualifying for the regional 
rounds, which were to be 
played later in January. 
This gave the girls several 
months to gel together and 
really work at solidifying 
their teams. The girls were 
immediately enthused at the 
opportunity to compete at 
this level and the possibility 
of qualifying as one of the 
top schools. The commitment 
and hard work began! They 
identified areas to work on 
to improve and they fully 
engaged with the increased 
work rate required at this 

level. This meant that when 
January came, they believed 
in their ability and were ready 
to compete. The outcome 
of this day will go down in 
School netball history as all 
three of our teams qualified 
to compete in the National 
Finals, against some of the 
best schools in the country. 

The final was a fantastic 
experience for the girls 
and one they learned a lot 
from. The teams competed 
in a day-long tournament 
where they had wins and 
losses that brought valuable 
experience. Each and every 
girl stepped up in the finals 
and made not only themselves 
but our school proud!

Our highest ranking  
team was our U14 team  
who managed to reach  
an amazing 14th place  
overall. Not only did  
the girls impress but  



“It was an amazing 
opportunity and 
an experience I’ll 
never forget”
Naila Krisnamoorty 

“A fun but tiring 
experience”
Summer Hyndman 

“Great teamwork and an 
amazing experience”
Grace Crawford 

“Incredible experience 
definitely a core memory”
Hannah Muzawazi

“A fun and exciting 
experience that I 
will never forget.”
Lucy De La Motte

“Reaching the Nationals 
was an achievement 
in itself but what this 
experience really taught 
me was how much I 
appreciate and value the 
freedom that we have 
at Yarm School: to play 
sport, to go on school 
trips with friends and 
to build our health and 
resilience in social and 
competitive scenarios. 
The return to sport has 
been all I could have 
hoped for, and more.”
Mara Morrison

“Nationals was such an 
amazing experience that 
I feel so lucky to have 
been a part of. It was 
a great opportunity to 
experience in person, 
the standard of netball 
played all across the 
country and to take on 
some challenging players”
Alice Ward

“I found the Nationals 
an experience like 
no other. The months 
of preparation and 
hard work felt like a 
blur in a day full of 
nerves, excitement and 
competition. I was so 
honoured to be a part 
of such an amazing 
squad with a great 
team of coaches that 
supported us but most 
of all believed in us. It 
was an experience that 
I hope we can relive 
in years to come.”
Sophie Hall

Netball 
Honours

A huge congratulations 
to Lily Harte for her 

selection for the Republic 
of Ireland Netball Squad. 

We are also incredibly 
proud of the following 

girls who are all playing 
representative netball 

outside of school:
Alexandra Webb
Eva Leadbitter

Megan Hull
Ava Holmes

Amelie Sawyer
Sienna Hyndman

Lucy Mitchell
Olivia Fry

Ruby Kitson
Bella Yang

Naila Krishnamoorthy
Sofia Andrews

Muskaan Assudani
Hannah Muzawazi

Olivia Mitchell
Summer Hyndman

Grace Crawford
Estelle Orr

Lola Vasiliou
Alice Parker
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they can also hold their heads 
up high knowing that we were 
the only school in the country 
to have all three teams qualify 
for the National Finals.

Miss L Hodgson

Other Achievements
U12B winners of Barnard 
Castle invitational A 
team tournament
U12A winners of Shropshire 
netball tournament 
1st VII winners of Silcoates 
invitational tournament

1st VII Netball 
Captain’s Report
The 2021-2022 season has 
been an excellent season for 
Yarm netball, with each and 
every team seeing success in 
some way, shape or form. 

At the older end of school. 
The 1st VII won 83% of their 
friendly matches and won 
the Silcoates tournament in 
March. Katherine had the 
job of captaining the 2nds, 
winning 75% of their matches 
and they also were tough 
competition at the Silcotes 
tournament. Followed by 
Emily, who captained some 
very strongly fought games 
for the 3rds. Lower down 
the age groups, our U12s 
have been breaking school 
records by reaching the School 
Sport Magazine Cup final in 
Berkhamsted and narrowly 
missing out on the win. 

The success didn’t end there. 
This season was a very special 
one in the School’s history, with 
the U14, U16 and U19 teams 
all qualifying for the chance 
to compete against the best 
teams in the country, at the 
National Finals in Oundle - we 
were, in fact, the only school 
in England that succeeded 
in qualifying all three age 
groups for the National Finals. 

We competed amongst 
some of the best schools in 
the country, against the likes 
of Milfield and Wellington 
College and against some 
of the best players in the 
country, including many 
international players.

From cheering on the 
sidelines to driving the 
buses, We would all like to 
say a massive thank you 
to all our supporters. 

The great level of success 
from all teams, throughout 
each year group, is a real 
testament to the hard work 
of everybody involved and 
of course none of this would 
have been possible without 
our amazing coaches: Miss 
Cottrell, Miss Hodgson and 
Gel. I would like to express my 
appreciation on behalf of all of 
Yarm netball for all their hard 
work in making this such a fun 
season and the most successful 
netball season yet for Yarm.

Alex Webb



After a full season out, we enjoyed playing matches 
again and it was a really positive term. The levels 
of participation, enjoyment and engagement were 
superb and a real credit to all the players and staff. 

This term we have had 
between 150-200 
boys playing weekly 

matches across 10 teams. 
Training sessions have been 
well-attended with great 
numbers involved and the 
boys have embraced all 
the skills and game play 
they worked on during last 
season’s ‘non contact’ games. 
This is in addition to an 
improved understanding 
of contact work to bring 
about a more comprehensive 
ability across the School.

Throughout the age groups, 
we have had a very competitive 
fixture card and it has 
produced fine wins against 
many tough schools: Durham, 
Barnard Castle, Ampleforth, 
Pocklington and Hymers 
College to name just a few. 

Special mention to the U14 
team who were particularly 
successful winning the 
Durham County Cup with 8 
wins from 8 games played. 

The Spring Term was the 
most successful rugby 7s term 
in our history; both in terms 
of success and silverware 
but also the quality of 7s 
played across the age groups 
and the commitment shown 
to training and playing.

The season culminated in 
the amazing Rosslyn Park 7s 
tournament, where our U13/
U14/U16 produced some 
exemplary performances and 
all teams were competing with 
some of the biggest schools 
in the country. Parents and 
other schools commented 
on our fine 7’s play and said 
the manner in which boys 
conducted themselves in that 
tournament was amazing.

In the County 7s, our First 
Year were Durham County 
7s champions, with five 
wins from five. Mr Morrison 
commented on some fantastic 
performances with Oli Dunkin 
being the standout performer. 
Before their amazing County 

Cup win, they had played in 
the St. Peter’s 7s tournament, 
their first ever tournament, 
where they were placed 4th 
out of 18 teams, beating the 
likes of Pocklington, Durham, 
Woodhouse Grove and drawing 
against Harrogate Grammar. 

The U13s were a standout 
team, earlier on in the term 
they entered the Terrington 
Hall 7s, where they placed 3rd 
out of 16 teams, beating RGS 
Newcastle and Giggleswick 
in their pool and finishing 
ahead of the likes of Sedbergh 
and Merchiston. They played 
in the top pool, beating 
Durham. Spurred on by this, 
they entered the Bradford 
Grammar 7s, where they won 
the tournament, winning 
four games in their pool 
and drawing one scoring 
24 tries. They won the final 
against Bradford Grammar 
10 - 5, a special mention to 
Olly Carr who won Player 
of the Tournament.

The U14s were also crowned 
Durham County 7s champions, 
winning their tournament 
with victories over all the other 
teams in their pool and then 
winning a closely contested 
final against Barnard Castle 
24-12. They had previously 
played some good 7s in both 
the Sedbergh and Durham 
tournaments where they 
pushed Sedbergh (the national 
7s champions) close before 
drawing with QEGS Wakefield; 
a tough level of rugby. 

The U16s kicked off their 
7s campaign in February 
with a weekend tournament 
at RGS Newcastle. In a tough 
group, the team produced 
some pleasing and frustrating 
performances, beating Prince 
Henry’s and NSB, but losing 
to the hosts and Rodillian 
Academy. The results placed 
us in the plate competition 
where we eventually beat 
Prince Henry’s with a golden 
try from Jonathan Wood. 
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At the Sedbergh 7s Yarm were 
in a group against Sedbergh, 
RGS Newcastle, St. Peter’s 
and Newcastle School for 
Boys. After narrow defeats to 
Sedbergh and RGS Newcastle, 
Yarm won the last 2 games to 
book a place in the plate final 
where we narrowly lost against 
a strong Kirkham Grammar.

Finally at the senior end, 
the 1st VII also brought 
home some silverware in 
less than ideal conditions 
up at Northern Rugby Club. 
They won several matches 
and played some smart 7s to 
win the plate competition. 

Yarm continues to produce 
fine rugby players and this 
is highlighted in the number 
of boys who are selected for 
representative honours (starts 
at U14 age), so Congratulation 
to students who will be 
representing county/regions 
this coming season.

Mr C Webb

Newcastle Falcons 
Academy 
Junior Newton, Harry 
Wildridge, Jacob Rutter

Newcastle Falcons 
Assessment Group
Mark Probets,  
Roman Andrews

Durham County U17
Daniel De la Motte, 
Raphael McNicholas 

England Rugby Developing 
Player Programme
U16 - CJ Thompson, Matthew 
McCullagh, Roman Andrews
U15 - Sam Page, Thomas 
Hardy, Oscar Thomas, 
Essa Ibrahim, Timmy 
Foley, Alex Bromily
U14 - Harry Staggs, Oscar 
Burns, Tom Burchall, Nick 
Clements, Cameron Morrison, 
Fin Cook, James Graham, 
Sam Arnold, Jamie Elsworth
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After a comprehensive 
win in the opening meet 
for all of our age group 

teams at the Stockton Schools 
Athletics League, we competed 
in the League Final which we 
also hosted. Pleasingly, all of 
our teams won their respective 
age group competitions with 
some outstanding individual 
performances; Hannah 
Muzawazi winning the Shot 
Putt, Elise Munro winning 
the Javelin, Millie Haswell 
winning the 200m, Lucy Oliver 
winning the Shot Putt and 
the 1200m, Oscar Thomas 
winning the Shot Putt, Paddy 
Key winning the Shot Put, 
Oliver Blake winning the 300m 
and Will McPartland winning 
the 100m and the 200m. 

Unfortunately, we were 
unable to compete in the 
Stockton Schools Athletics 

Championships as this clashed 
with our exam week but it 
was great to see Krista Bissett 
Brown and Anabelle Lacy 
both qualify for the County 
Championships having been 
selected for the Stockton team.

Representative Honours 
Krista Bissett Brown - 
Represented Cleveland in the 
Inter County Championships 
in the 100m, 200m and Long 
Jump. Krista came 4th overall 
for the 100m. Annabel Lacy 
- Qualified for the 800m at 
The Cleveland Athletics meet. 
Charlotte Rutter finished 7th at 
the English Schools’ Combined 
Event Championships and 
placed 6th for hurdles at 
the English Schools’ Track 
and Field Championships.

Miss N Hodgson

Athletics

Cross Country 
Yarm School has enjoyed 

an excellent cross 
country season! In 

November, we saw Cuthbert 
win the House Cross Country 
competition by just two points 
over Aidan. Performances in 
this competition led into the 
team selection for the District 
Championships at Preston 
Park. Our teams commanded 
the field and with every 
runner’s position counting 
towards the total we finished 
in first place for U16 girls, 
U14 boys and girls, and U12 
girls. The U16 boys and U12 
boys came in second place.
An excellent achievement!

County Championships
The stellar performance at 
District level led to many of 
our runners being selected to 
run for Stockton at the County 
Championships at Stuart 
Park. These runners were:

Ben Peacock, Toby Simpson, 
Dominic Green, Abi Clements, 

Thomas Graham, Toma 
Saha, Annabel Lacy, Kayla 
Roberts, Ashton Flynn, Harvey 
Dawson, Oliver Mowbray, 
Will McPartland, Alice Ward, 
Olivia Mitchell, Atsushi 
Yamaguchi, Lucy Oliver, Sienna 
Hyndman, Lucy Mitchell, Ava 
Holmes and Amarah Kaur.

Regional Championships 
and Beyond!
Following the County 
Championships Lucy Oliver, 
Sienna Hyndman, Lucy 
Mitchell, Atsushi Yamaguchi, 
Alice Ward and Annabel 
Lacy all gained an invite to 
the Regional Championships 
where Annabel Lacy ran an 
amazing race to qualify for 
the English Schools National 
Championships in Kent. 
An incredible achievement 
and an experience and 
memory for life!

Miss N Hodgson
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It is great to see so many 
players across the age 
groups engaged in tennis 

and the courts have once again 
been packed throughout the 
day with so many keen players 
right throughout the school.
We hosted our annual U12 and 
U13 festivals which were very 
well attended by schools from 
across the North of England.

The highlight of the tennis 
year is the four day National 
Independent Schools’ 
Championships held at Eton 
College. Our teams did well 
across the board and we had 
a very positive event; our 
U19 girls (2 years young) and 
U15 girls (1 year young) won 
right the way through to the 

last 16 of the respective cups 
for the first time ever, both 
taking several games each 
set off the top seeds. The U19 
boys (again 1-2 years below 
age) reached the last 16 of the 
plate, only going out 6-4 in a 
deciding shootout set and the 
U13 boys winning through to 
the semi-final of the plate.

In the leagues, our U13 girls 
team reached the Durham 
final. Special congratulations 
to the Girls U15A, Boys U13A 
and Boys U15A teams who are 
all Durham County Division 1 
Champions and so progress to 
the national knockout rounds 
beginning in September.

Mr C Webb

Courting
Talent
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Cricket has been amazing 
this year due the large 
numbers of fixtures, 

but mostly, the commitment 
from our pupils and 
students to train and play.

Girls 
With girls cricket being fairly 
new to Yarm it has been great 
to see the uptake in cricket 
this year. We started back in 
December with the indoor 
season. This version of the 
game was a great introduction 
and the girls took to it really 
well. The U13 competition 
saw the U12 narrowly losing 
out on progressing through to 
the regionals by 6 runs, this 
is a fantastic achievement 
considering the girls are still 
learning the game. In the U15 
competition the U14s played 
some stunning cricket in 
the field, Summer Hyndman 
taking multiple catches 
and Rebecca White bowling 
multiple maiden overs. Our 
batting was our weakest area 
but we improved each game 
and earned a spot in the 
regionals during February 
half term. The U14s went 
to the regionals and gave a 
good account of themselves 
making it to the semi-finals. 
Cody Staggs bowled line and 
length beautifully and Grace 
Crawford batted and ran 
well. A great experience for 
the team and with another 
year in this competition 
there is more to come. 

We had 7 teams in the 
local outdoor cricket league 
this year, 4 teams in the U13 
league and 3 teams in the U15 
league. U15A - 2nd, U14A - 1st, 
U14B - 1st, U13A - 3rd, U13B - 
2nd, U12A - 2nd, U12B - 2nd.

We played our first hardball 
game ever this year. The U13s 
took on Ampleforth, it was a 
close game but the girls ran 

well, keeping the run rate up, 
and then bowled extremely 
well to win comfortably. 
Special mention to Emily 
Lawson and Charlotte Banks 
for their excellent play. We also 
competed in the Hill House 
U13 hardball tournament 
with the U13A narrowly losing 
their 3 games to Hill House A, 
St Peter’s A and Woodhouse 
Grove A. The U12 won both 
their matches against St Peter’s 
B and Hill House B where 
they won the game in the 
last over with some excellent 
running by Lucy Mitchell 
and Sienna Hyndman. 

It’s been an exciting 
year for girls cricket and I 
am looking forward to us 
progressing further next year!

Boys 
The cricket season started 
in late April, with all school 
teams having the prospect 
of a challenging fixture 
card during the school term 
of exams/trips and other 
activities. So to be able to sit 
and write this after a great 
term of cricket is excellent.

We entered the HMC cricket 
tournament this year where 
our senior cricket team played 
against QEGS Wakefield and 
St. Peter’s York, a sign of the 
strength of cricket in Yorkshire 
Schools. The senior team 
played some great cricket, 
with performances against 
Ampleforth and a fantastic 
win away at Newcastle School 
for Boys. The season ended 
with the prestigious fixture 
against the MCC at Yarm 
Cricket Club. A fantastic 
experience for pupils to 
play against an invitational 
team consisting of 6-7 club 
professionals. In this game, 
and throughout the season 
Ben Peacock was excellent 
and named MCC Players’ 

Player of the game, with his 
superb 1-32 spell in 10 overs 
against some superb players.

First Year to Fourth Year 
pupils all got to take part 
in some knockout cricket 
matches this year, being 
entered into the Durham 
County Cup. The First Years 
progressed to the semi-finals 
after wins against St. John’s 
RC School and Teesdale 
respectively. The Third 
Year team also progressed 
to the semi-final with wins 
against Hetton and St Thomas 
More Catholic School.

There were some notable 
performances this season, but 
for some of these players to 
score 50 runs (half century) 
in games is truly pleasing, 
and it rewards the hours 
of training and nets school 
staff and club staff provide. 
Boys who produced these 
scores were: Oliver Mansfield, 
captain of the First Year. 

Harry Carter who notably 
scored two half centuries 
in a week, stating to staff 
he produced the shot of the 
year when playing for the 
U15 team against Durham 
School. Nicholas Clements, 
who unfortunately did not 
get selected for Cleveland 
County, produced a great 
display of batting to achieve 
a 50 against the county, and 
was rightfully selected for the 
Cleveland team for a weekend 
festival. Harry Staggs who 
has scored 800+ runs in all 
formats of cricket this season, 
scoring 67 against Barnard 
Castle U15. Timmy Foley who 
provided a fantastic display of 
aggressive batting at Durham 
School scoring into his 60’s, 
and running the cricket ball 
stock at Durham quite low. 
Matthew Anthony for his 
match winning performance 
at Newcastle School for Boys 
scoring 74. However, the 
standout performance of 
the season was Jude Crack 
scoring 100 runs not out in 
the Durham Cup second round 
vs St. Michael’s, starting and 
finishing the game, where 
staff and pupils alike were 
equally as thrilled when 
Jude came off the pitch.

We are looking forward to 
a competitive fixture card 
next year, we hope players 
continue to progress with 
both school/club/county, and 
other players want to join 
a growing sport at Yarm.

As always a huge thanks 
to staff for driving, umpiring 
and scoring fixtures over 
the season, Mrs Staggs, 
Miss Gamble, Mr Glen 
and Mr Morrison, your 
continued support and push 
this year has made this 
season hugely enjoyable.

Miss N Hodgson and Mr L Shanahan

REPRESENTATIVE 
HONOURS 
•  Anna Page - Durham 

U13 Pathway 
•  Rebecca White - North 

Yorkshire U15 Pathway

CLEVELAND COUNTY
• Saatvik Gaarg
• Oliver Mansfield
• Jude Crack
• Sabeeh Qureshi
• Nikhil Ramesh
• Aditya Paul
• Harry Carter
• Nicholas Clements
• Harry Staggs
• Ayan Thomas
• Dhruv Wadehra
• Rushil Partha

DURHAM COUNTY
• James Graham
• Matthew Maloy
• Abhinav Ramisetty

Committed to CRICKETCRICKET
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6454 points 6186 points 6174 points 5932 points

S
1st

P
Oswald

O
2nd A

R
idan 

T
3rd

S
Bede

 D
4th Cuth

AY
bert



Successful by
Association
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The Yarm School 
Association has had 
yet another successful 

year organising a wide range 
of events for the School 
community and raising funds.

This year the committee was 
able to support a wide range 
of extra-curricular activities 
by providing equipment for 
gardening, fencing, circus 
club and cycling club.

Tea and Cookies in the 
Dovecote was the first event 
of the year for parents of 
First Year pupils at the end 
of Induction Day. The new 
parents’ evening followed 
in September and members 
of the YSA were on hand 
to meet new parents and 
introduce them to the team.

At the AGM in February 
Amanda Stephen was re-
elected Chair and Lisa Willis 
continued as Vice-Chair. After 
many years’ involvement, 
Claire Grylls left her role as 
Treasurer and Dave Stewart 
kindly agreed to take it on. 
We wish Claire and her 
family the best for the future. 

Long-standing committee 
member, Vicki Gatenby, 
sadly took a step back from 
the YSA due to her other 
commitments; we thank Vicki 
for all her help throughout 
the years on both the Prep 
and Senior committees. Two 
new members to the YSA 
(Claire Abbas and Louise 
Mitchell) happily now share 
the Secretary role and have 
quickly become invaluable 
members of the committee!

Springtime saw a fantastic 
YSA event; an après-ski themed 
evening downstairs in the 
Lounge Bar. Entertainment 
was provided by the world-
renowned saxophonist and 
DJ, Lady V and we danced the 
night away and enjoyed the 
most delicious après-ski style 
food provided by our superb 
school chefs. The proceeds of 
the raffle were donated to the 
North East Air Ambulance.

The annual summer event 
was a hugely enjoyable YSA 
Ball in June. The theme 
this year was a celebration 
of Bollywood! 160 guests 

put on their best attire and 
arrived on a warm summer’s 
evening. After a wonderfully 
colourful entrance by a 
talented drummer and elegant 
drinks reception, we were 
entertained by Birmingham-
based Desi Nach, three 
beautiful dancers who also 
gave us an exciting workshop 
demonstrating some of the 
famous Bollywood “moves”.

The three course feast of 
Indian delicacies provided by 
the chefs were truly delicious. A 
wonderful raffle and an eagerly 
fought-over auction produced 
some tense moments and 
raised an incredible amount 
of money for our local charity, 
the Yarm Wellness Centre. We 
danced til we dropped with 
the entertaining DJ until the 
lights went out! Thanks to 
everyone who supported the 
event and for the incredible 
donations helping to make it 
such a memorable evening.

The hard-working YSA 
committee members 
thoroughly enjoy planning and 
making these events so special 

for parents. We have made 
friends for life through our 
teamwork and trying to make 
it fun for all involved, however 
for the YSA to continue and 
prosper we really need more 
help from volunteer parents! 
We are very few in number 
now and we plead that current 
and new parents get in touch; 
even an hour or so at each 
event really helps and if you 
can join us in our monthly 
committee meetings during 
term-time that would be 
fantastic. We really appreciate 
your ideas and suggestions!

We are currently busy 
organising our Gin Tasting 
evening on Friday 7th October 
and our Christmas Market 
returns on Saturday 19th 
November which is always 
a wonderful event to pick 
up some very special and 
individual Christmas gifts 
and certainly gets you in 
the Christmas mood!!

We look forward to seeing 
you soon. Please contact 
Amanda Stephen by email 
at ysa@yarmschool.org
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YSA / Staff News

Staff 
News
This year we say farewell to 
four long-serving teaching 
members of staff: Mrs Katia 
Lightfoot, Reverend John 
Lund, Dr Rachel Brinham 
and Mr Mick Rye have been 
at the school for 8, 9, 10 
and 21 years respectively, 
and have been fantastic 
colleagues, supporting 
and inspiring countless 
children in their subjects 
and in a variety of other 
areas of school life. Two 
long-serving members of 
the Estates Team, Brian 
Miller and Janice Pounder 
retired earlier this year with 
nearly 50 years of exemplary 
service to the School 
between them. Sue Wilson 
also hung up her apron for 
Sodexo after helping feed 
our pupils and staff for over 
20 years. We wish them all 
long and happy retirements.

We also wish Mr Jamie 
Dempsey, Mr Alex Brogan 
and Mr Chris Reeve the best 
of luck for their new posts 
as they look to develop 
their teaching careers 
beyond Yarm. They have 
each offered so much to 
the School in the time 
they have been here.

We look forward to 
welcoming our new staff 
starters this September. 
Mr Ted Baker joins us to 
take on the role of Head of 
Chemistry, replacing Mr 
Ashley Law as he takes on an 
expanded role as Assistant 
Director of Studies. Joining 
the Maths Department are 
Dr Kathryn Barnett, Mr 
Mark Bridle (who will also 
teach Computer Science) 
and Mrs Sarah Perks. 
Mrs Stephen Tomlinson 
joins the Modern Foreign 
Languages Department 
and will be teaching 
French and Spanish. An 
exciting new role in School 
this year is that of ‘Music 
Partnerships Coordinator’, 
this which will be taken 
up by Mr Mike McGrother, 
in addition to delivering 
curriculum teaching.

Two Former Pupils 
return to Yarm School
Two Former Pupils have returned to Yarm School this year 
to take up positions on the staff team. We were delighted 
to welcome Melissa and Jessica back in their new roles 
and hear how the School has changed since they left.

Melissa Meikle
“I am thrilled to be 
returning to Yarm School 
after 15 years from leaving 
as a Former Pupil. The 
changes that have occurred 
to the School infrastructure 
are amazing, notably the 
auditorium and music 
building, boat house, 
updated canteen and coffee 
shops galore! Yet the School 
still possesses a charming 
quintessential identity that 
myself and so many pupils, 
parents and staff embrace 
and remember so fondly. 
The memories that endure 
from my time here revolve 
around the traditional 
yearly ceremonies, Sixth 
Form parties and of course 
the kindness and dedication 
from my former teachers 
(some of whom are still here, 
and to my surprise, still look 
the same as when I left!)

I return to the position as 
Senior HR Adviser bringing 
with me a host of transferable 
skills and experience acquired 
from employment in a variety 
of industries. Most recently 
I worked in a HR Team for a 

multinational corporation, 
with the HR Team attending 
to 2,500 employees across the 
North of England. Needless 
to say I knew the working 
environment at Yarm School 
would be a contrast, but I was 
eager to return to the School to 
share my knowledge and to be 
part of the successful team. 

Within this role I hope 
to expand the HR function 
with a focus on staff 
wellbeing, engagement 
and open communication, 
resulting in improved 
departmental productivity 
throughout the School”

Jessica Jenyns
“I’d have been lying if I’d said 
I wasn’t nervous to return 
to Yarm last year. Over a 
decade had passed and I’d 
done so much and been to 
so many places in that time, 
it seemed momentarily 
odd to be returning.

However, it has been an 
incredible experience so far. 
The role has taught me a great 
deal about myself and the work 

I do, and it has reaffirmed to 
me how important freedom 
and creativity is for our 
young people. I have never 
really worked with young 
people before and I have 
realised it is incredibly 
rewarding, not to mention their 
enthusiasm and imagination 
is completely infectious.

My role within the Art 
Department has been varied 
and challenging and I’ve been 
doing things which I’d never 
done before, most notably 
the Community Project. As 
the School is situated on 
the beautiful River Tees, I 
wanted to create a project 
which would engage pupils in 
taking a closer look at its flora 
and fauna, simultaneously 
drawing attention to the 
conservation needed to sustain 
its precious ecosystem. We 
have created some beautiful 
water birds, an otter and a 
giant water vole which will be 
exhibited around the School.

In my role as Visiting Artist 
I have also teamed up with the 
Prep School Art Department 
to collaborate on partnership 
programs which involve local 
primary schools as well as our 
in-house Ceramics Club which 
will all continue next year. 

I have also been able to 
work on my small art and 
photography business within 
the School and it’s always a joy 
to receive feedback from the 
pupils when they see my work 
during our activity sessions. 
My work mainly consists of 
painting, printmaking and 
needle-felting and much of it 
is commission-based but my 
long-term goal is to sell my 
own, personal art. You can 
see examples of it all here: 
www.jessicajenyns.co.uk”



On Friday the 6th May 
we had a celebration 
day with our Fifth 

Year to mark their effort and 
achievements. The pupils 
have demonstrated a great 
deal of resilience over the 
last few years and when 
opportunities opened up 
again, following lockdown, 
they threw themselves fully 
into these; whether it was 
sport, music, drama, CCF, 
Outdoor Education, Duke 
of Edinburgh or attending 
talks by outside speakers.

The Fifth Year met in the 
Friarage Lecture Theatre 
for the presentation of the 
‘Class of 2022’ hoodies and 

notebooks before having a 
year group photograph and 
enjoying a fantastic barbecue 
on the terrace prepared by 
chef Andy and his team.

Over lunchtime many 
photographs were taken 
and notebooks filled before 
the final tutorial ahead of 
the afternoon activities. 
Mixed rounders and five-a-
side football tournaments 
took place in the afternoon 
alongside an Inter-House 
tug-of-war competition, which 
had a variety of questionable 
techniques on show! Back in 
the Friarage Theatre there 
were closing speeches from 
staff and awards were given 

out by each tutor and Mr 
Addison. A brilliant video 
presentation which was 
created for the Fifth Year by 
Mr Thompson completed 
the event. The pictures were 
great reminders of just how 
much all of the pupils had 
been involved in over the 
years and just how much 
everyone has grown up since 
the First Year Discovery Day! 
Lovely memories and great 
to share them together.

The pupils have so many 
talents and should be proud 
of all their achievements over 
the last five years; reaching 
National Finals in a full range 
of sports (and becoming 

overall champions in some 
of these), outstanding 
musical performances 
which we have all enjoyed, 
success in individual music 
exams, Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards, maths challenges, 
drama performances, D.T 
creations, and alongside 
this they have worked 
cooperatively with staff 
and supported each other 
throughout the ups and 
downs of lockdown. We 
wish them all the very 
best as they continue 
with their studies. 

Mrs K Gratton

A DAY TO
REMEMBER
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GOODBYEGOODBYEUpper SixthUpper Sixth
As the Upper Sixth 

reached the end of 
formal lessons, for 

some it was the conclusion of 
a two year involvement with 
Yarm, for others the end of 
journey over the last fifteen 
years. I was delighted that 
the easing of restrictions 
meant that we were able to 
acknowledge this significant 
milestone in the traditional 
way after a two-year break.

On Thursday, the industrious 
focus of adding comments 
to the leavers’ yearbooks 
was finally paused as we 
assembled for the last time 
in the Stable Yard prior to the 
Leavers’ Service. The Leavers, 
sporting their buttonhole 
carnations - posed for 
photographs with friends and 
staff before a final year group 
photo on the steps of the PAA.

We are grateful to Yarm 
Methodist Church for once 
again allowing us to assemble 
in this fine historic building for 
our Leavers’ Service as proud 

parents joined their children 
for this moving occasion. 
Thank you to Mr Boddy for 
organising and leading the 
service and to the School 
Captains for their readings. We 
welcomed Mr David Woodward, 
formerly Deputy Headmaster 
of the School to give the 
address and thank him for his 
wise words in encouraging 
the leavers to both reflect 
on their time in school and 
look forward with optimism 
but most importantly to live 
mindfully in the present and 
enjoy every good experience. 

The choir sang beautifully 
with a programme chosen 
by the Leavers and it was 
wonderful to be able to sing 
the familiar Jerusalem and 
Prep School favourite Colours 
of Day. There was hardly a dry 
eye in the room as we sang 
the leavers’ hymn God be with 
you till we meet again and I 
commend the Upper Sixth 
musicians not only on the 
quality of their performance of 

Slipping through my fingers 
(arr. Nanda) but on how well 
they held it together amidst 
such emotion. Thank you to 
Mrs Staggs, Mr Williams, Mr 
Reeve and all their colleagues 
in the Music Department 
for bringing together such a 
moving musical celebration. 

Parents, students and staff 
then gathered in the atrium 
and on the terrace where we 
enjoyed a splendid buffet 
courtesy of Mrs Smith, Mr 
Matthewman and their Sodexo 
colleagues. The pleasantly 
fine weather made the perfect 
opportunity for this final 
farewell before the students 
headed off home to get back 
to their revision sporting 
their Leavers’ Hoodies. 

The Leavers’ Dinner saw 
students dressed to the 
nines, and with many of their 
teachers joining them, the 
warmth and good-humour of 
the students was palpable and 
a really fitting way to round 
off the week. Thank you to 

the school officers for helping 
to organise the event and for 
coaxing teachers from near and 
far to record video messages to 
the leavers including former 
colleagues Mr Pointon and 
Mrs Nickson who, if they are 
reading this, will be delighted 
to know how warmly they are 
remembered by the students. 
A couple of numbers from the 
Upper Sixth musicians went 
down a storm and even moved 
some to dance - huge respect 
to the band for their quality 
performance. And then, as 
is tradition it fell to Maddy 
and Noah to give their take 
on some shared memories 
from years gone by; they 
captured the mood perfectly. 

Good luck to all our Leavers 
with their forthcoming 
examinations and for 
the bright future that is 
undoubtedly ahead of them. I 
hope to see them at the Senior 
Prize Giving in September.

Dr A Goodall
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We are extremely proud 
of all of our pupils 
and students who 

have achieved outstanding 
results despite the disruption 
caused by Covid over the 
course of their GCSE and A 
Level studies. They worked 
tirelessly during long 
periods of remote learning, 
remaining focussed and 
committed to their studies. 

These results reflect the 
determination, perseverance 
and ambition of our pupils. 
Furthermore, they are also 
a strong affirmation of the 
quality of teaching and 
support given to pupils in their 
academic subjects but also the 
pastoral care and support they 
received from their teachers. 
On the back of excellent 
remote learning provision the 
pupils have fully embraced 
the unique opportunities 
available at Yarm. Academic 
and extracurricular success 
run in parallel at Yarm and 
encapsulate the School’s 
ethos ‘Educating for Life’.

Within these impressive 
results are a range of 
individual success stories that 

reflect personal endeavour 
and pupils exceeding their 
own expectations and 
aspirations. We celebrate 
the success of these terrific 
year groups who have 
contributed a huge amount to 
the wider life of the school.

A Level Results
The vast majority of Yarm 
students are heading off to 
their first choice university 
in the most competitive year 
for university admissions.

Popular courses this year 
include Finance, Accountancy, 
Business Management and 
Economics with 15% of the 
cohort going to a range of 
prestigious universities 
to study these courses. 
69% of students who took 
Economics A Level were 
awarded an A* or A grade.

Nine students have chosen 
History and or Politics 
courses. This is a reflection 
that Humanities remain 
a popular choice at Yarm 
and this year, a third of 
students taking Geography 
or Theology and Philosophy 
achieved an A* grade. 

Medicine has once again 
been a popular choice with 
Yarm students, over the past 
three years, an astonishing 47 
students have gone on to study 
MDV courses, an average 
of 16.4% of each cohort. 

Six students this year are 
going to study Sport and 
Exercise at universities 
such as Loughborough and 
Newcastle. Another two 
popular courses for this 
year are Environmental 
Science / Ecology and 
Computer Science.

Others are starting 
apprenticeships including 
one with PwC, joining 
the armed forces and one 
student is starting a career 
in the Merchant Navy.

GCSE Results
This year’s GCSE results 
were exceptional across the 
board. 23 pupils achieved the 
impressive feat of securing 
10 or more 9/8 grades, with 
seven pupils achieving 
the phenomenal feat of 11 
out of 11 grade 9s: Miriam 
Akowuah, Sara Banerjee, 
Kayla Roberts, Keya Shah, 

Ammar Soni, Hannah Stewart 
and Harry Wildridge.

The ‘stellar seven’ - like 
so many of our pupils - 
have a plethora of other 
achievements between 
them, including success 
in the UKMT Senior Maths 
Challenge, playing at 
national school finals for 
netball and hockey, rowing 
for the School, playing in 
the School’s orchestra and 
completing their Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh awards. 

Results across the subjects 
were fantastic and in 16 
subjects more than a third 
of all grades achieved were 
grade 9. In the School’s first 
year of offering Computer 
Science the results were 
outstanding with 70% grades 
at 9/8. English and Maths 
also followed this impressive 
trend with 65% and 58% 
respectively securing a grade 
9/8 in these core subjects.

We are extremely proud 
of all our GCSE pupils and 
A Level students and look 
forward to seeing what they 
achieve in their next steps at 
Yarm Sixth Form or beyond. 

2022 has been a 
vintage year for 
pupils’ results at 
Yarm with our 
strongest ever 
GCSE results and 
record outcomes 
in public A Level 
examinations. A-A-GAMEGAME

BRINGING THEIRBRINGING THEIR
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School Officers 2022 – 2023

Captains of School

Vice Captains

Prefect Appointments

Key:  SC = School Captain  SVC = School Vice Captain  AHC = Aidan HouseCaptain  BHC = Bede House Captain  CHC = Cuthbert House Captain  
CVC = Cuthbert Vice Captain  OHC = Oswald House Captain   
 
PSMP = Peer Support Mentor Prefect

Josh McGeary Belle Woodhead

Aidan House

Ashwin Amitharaj

Laura Cunningham AHC

Annabel Cunningham

Valerie Fiamavle PSMP

Ruth Fletcher

Jodie Hegab

Laura Hull

Holly Hutchinson

Shaan Kumar PSMP

Alexander McGee

Mohammed Mobin PSMP

Mohammed Mohammed SVC

Julia Portsmouth PSMP + 
AHC

Siya Puthuraya AHC

Medha Rajeeva

Shreya Rajesh Kumar PSMP

Ben Rogers

Abi Saddington PSMP

Danny Scott

Bede House

Tegan Addison BHC

Summer Benzie

Georgia Charnley PSMP

Liberty Duncan-Whitfield BHC

Yasseen El-Sherif BHC

Poppy Gratton SVC

Amelia Hatton

Katherine Henley PSMP

Anna Heward

Poppy Joy

Eve Kempster BHC

Rose Korsen PSMP

Amelia Leader

Thomas Oatway PSMP

Neha Patil

Aayush Singh

Imogen Slack PSMP

Harriet White

Benji Wilkinson PSMP

Cuthbert House

Will Ashforth PSMP

Namisha Chawla

Will Craggs CHC

Cicely Crane

Dan de la Motte CVC

Cordelia Deering

Lilian Dufton SVC

Emily Dunn CVC

Kitty Foden CHC

Divya Hukkeri PSMP

Theophilus Kunonga

Deacon Laverick PSMP

Izzy Leighton PSMP

Caroline Louwrens PSMP

Ihsaan Mahmood

Josh McGeary SC

Poppy Newhouse

Aishani Paul PSMP + 
CVC

Luke Porter CVC

Callum Sanderson

Amelia Severn PSMP

Zach Shears

Scarlett Spink PSMP

Oswald House

Izzy Blackburn

Ella Brent

Megan Broadhead

Tyler Brown

Felix Buckley

Francesca Denos PSMP

Yumna Ellidir PSMP

Oliver Greenaway SVC

Iona Hughes OHC

Ava Lane

Emily Miller

Luke Nargol

Bakaer Noble OHC

Phoebe Richardson

Evie Schmidt

Toby Simpson

Laura Watson PSMP + 
OHC

Elise Wilcock

Amy Willis OHC

Belle Woodhead SC

Abdul Zuberi

Lilian Dufton Ollie Greenaway Poppy Gratton Jodie Hegab Mohammed Mohammed

Exam Results / School Appointments

BRINGING THEIRBRINGING THEIR



Yarm Preparatory School
Grammar School Lane

Yarm TS15 9ES
Email: prepschool@yarmschool.org

Telephone: 01642 781447

Yarm School
The Friarage

Yarm TS15 9EJ
Email: admin@yarmschool.org

Telephone: 01642 786023

www.yarmschool.org


