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W 
elcome to another edition of the Phoenix Flier which brings you in on the action of a week at 
Yarm Prep School. It has been Anti-Bullying Week across the UK and a great opportunity for us 
to reflect as a school on what bullying is and how to respond when it occurs. I am grateful to the 
staff who have led lessons and assemblies on this important topic. One doesn’t have to look too 

far in wider society to see bullying of all forms in organisations and institutions. All schools therefore need to 
tackle the issue and give every child a toolkit to be able to identify and deal with bullying when it occurs. Do 
explore the articles in the Flier this week and see the links to Dr Kathy Weston’s resources on online bullying.  

Wednesday afternoon saw our first informal concert in nearly two years take place at the Prep School. It was 
wonderful to hear live music being played once more by our pupils in front of an audience. The pupils as 
always really embraced this 
valuable opportunity and 
displayed much talent and 
composure. It was an emotional 
experience for many and we look 
forward to giving more children 
the opportunity to perform at our 
next informal concert. Many 
thanks to Mr Gooding and our 
VMT’s who helped to prepare the 
children so well and to all the staff 
who ensured the event ran 
smoothly. In a few weeks we will 
be coming together for our 
Christmas celebration - A Festival 
of Carols. We do hope that you will 
be able to join us for what should 
be a very memorable event in our 
calendar. An email with booking 
details has been sent to all 
families today.    

Bill Sawyer 

Head’s Challenge:   
Using six matches or pencils can 

you make four triangles with 

equal sides?  

A message from Mr Sawyer  

 

The Phoenix Flier 
Issue 687  

Friday 19th November 2021 
The Yarm Preparatory School Newsletter  

Photo of the Week:  

Year 3 took a trip to Captain 

Cook’s Birthplace Museum last 

week. More images inside. 
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Our first ever Mental Health Education week is coming to a close and we’ve enjoyed every second of it. 

Thanks to all of you who have attended our exclusive webinars, with leading 

experts from the world of mental health. We hope you found them useful and 

interesting! If you missed any of our evening events and want to catch up, keep 

your eye on the Tooled Up library as we’ll be publishing some recordings and 

notes soon.  

We’ve more webinars coming up soon, exclusively for the Tooled Up 

community. Join Dr Weston on 25th November at 8pm, for an evening 

discussion with Claire Harvey, who will be sharing evidence relating to mental 

health for LGBTQ+ teens and discussing what needs to happen at home and 

school to ensure that teens have good self-esteem and a great support network. 

On 13th December, we will be speaking to Dr Joy Rosenburg, from Oxford 

Audiology Solutions, about building resilience in children who are Deaf, something that several of our 

families have asked us about. Book your free places now!  

You are probably aware that it’s anti-bullying week. If you have children with their own digital devices, 

now might be a good time to revisit our podcast with Professor William Pickett and Professor Wendy 

Craig on cyberbullying. It’s packed full of actionable tips parents can use when talking to children about 

digital literacy, which can lower the risk of being bullied, or bullying, online.  

Do you have any burning parenting questions? Did you know that Dr Weston will answer any parenting 

question that you ask? Have a peek at this week's parenting question on the front page of the Tooled Up 

Education site. If you have a question, why not submit it? All questions are treated anonymously and we 

promise we will answer. 

A quick reminder As a parent at a Tooled Up school, you have full unlimited access to the Tooled Up 

library. If you have not created your account yet, click here to register for an account. It takes less than 2 

minutes to enter your details and unique school PIN: YPS1103 and if you need assistance, we are always 

happy to help at support@tooledupeducation.com. If you already have an account and you have forgotten 

your password, then simply click on any of the resource links above, click "Lost your password" and follow 

the instructions. 

Dr Kathy Weston 

Tooled Up Education 

Parent Curriculum Information Site 

http://bit.ly/yarmprepparents 
The new parent curriculum information site will contain overviews and guidance booklets for English and mathematics, in 

addition to other links and curriculum details. It will be updated regularly so do keep checking back!  

Term Dates 2021-22 

Spring Term 2022—Wednesday 5th January—Friday 1st April (after school) 

Half-Term—Thursday 17th February (after school) - Sunday 27th February 

Summer Term 2022—Monday 25th April—Thursday 7th July (after school) 

Half-Term—Thursday 26th May (after school) - Sunday 5th June 

http://www.tooledupeducation.com/
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/tooled-up-member-talks-in-november/
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/resource/dr-weston-talks-with-dr-william-pickett-and-dr-wendy-craig-social-media-use-and-cyberbullying/
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/resource/dr-weston-talks-with-dr-william-pickett-and-dr-wendy-craig-social-media-use-and-cyberbullying/
http://www.tooledupeducation.com/
http://www.tooledupeducation.com/
http://www.tooledupeduction.com/register
mailto:suuport@tooledupeducation.com
http://bit.ly/yarmprepparents
https://www.tooledupeducation.com/resource/dr-weston-talks-with-dr-william-pickett-and-dr-wendy-craig-social-media-use-and-cyberbullying/
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This week has been Anti-Bullying 

Week, a national event that 

explores issues surrounding 

bullying.  

This year the focus is on 

spreading kindness through the 

theme of ‘One Kind Word’. The 

Anti-Bullying Alliance have 

developed a call to action, 

focusing on the following four 

points we are encouraging the 

children to do: 

• Ask if someone is OK. 

• One kind word can be a 

turning point. It can 

change someone’s day. 

• One kind word leads to another. 

We have been exploring kindness, ‘One Kind Word’ and what bullying is during assemblies, form times and PSHE lessons. We 

have also been exploring what bullying is by using the chart below, which distinguishes between rude, mean and bullying 

behaviour. The flowchart uses the key features of bullying to help distinguish when a behaviour is bullying and uses the 

dialogue we use with the children and we encourage the children to use too. The chart forms part of our Anti-Bullying Policy, 

which you can view here.  

Anti-Bullying Week 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1h5dpHWwOBk7LPaqGKtAfkRXhYpAPIzE1og7BxOogKig/edit?usp=sharing
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5W acted out a scene all about bullying and we looked at 

ways we could stop and prevent bullying from happening! 

Year 5 After School Care 

Arvind spent some time in after school care recently helping 

Middlesbrough fans (such as Miss Jeffries!) find out about new 

manager, Chris Wilder. 

Anti-Bullying Week 
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After School Care 
After School Care is supervised by Miss Emma 

Jeffries and Prep School staff. The care costs 

are as follows: 4.30-5.00pm - £2; 5.00-5.30pm 

- £3 (in addition to previous charge); 5.30-

6.00pm - £3 (in addition to previous charge). 

Children involved in clubs until 5pm, children 

involved in fixtures and children whose 

siblings are involved in Prep School clubs and 

activities are not charged until these activities 

have finished. If you are collecting from the 

Pre-Prep please access the Studio Hall by 

following the path from the new car park. 

Please note the phone number for after 

school care: 01642 792584.  It would help us 

enormously, if you are running late after 

5pm, that you could contact this number to 

let us know your estimated time of arrival.    

Mr Stone 

 
Festival of Carols 

We look forward to 

inviting parents to our 

Festival of Carols on 

Thursday 9th December. 

So we can ensure lots of 

congregational carol 

singing, we will be 

putting on two 

performances on the 

same afternoon, with 

limited capacity in each.  

Please note, the Festival 

of Carols will be slightly 

different to our usual 

Carol Service, but will be 

brilliant to bring the 

school together! 

6G Pinhole Viewers 
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 Year 6 homework 

Some wonderful homework this week from Year 6, including poetry, science projects and optical illusions! 
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 Crazy Crafts 

Year3 have made these poppies today to wear with pride during Remembrance last week.  

Telford Dance activity 

Telford had an amazing first dance lesson during their Monday Carousel activity! Everyone got stuck in and gave 100%!  
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These are some of the quotes from our hockey matches 

against Pocklington: 

Year 5: We all played well and had fun, We really enjoyed it, we also enjoyed 

the cookies and juice! Gabby scored a super goal too! 

Louisa & Willow  

Year 6: My favourite bit was scoring the first and only goal! 

Effie P. 

I liked being a goalkeeper and saving my first goal! 

Lucia C. 

I liked scoring two goals (and winning)! 

Sofie M. 

I really enjoyed being goalkeeper today and I think that a score of 3-3 is 

excellent as they beat us 4-0 at the HMC! 

Edie RS.  

I think we played really well and we really enjoyed it! 

Isobelle G. 

PE and Games 
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 Year 3 Trip to Captain Cook’s Birthplace 
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I chose to give it to The Mind Shop in Yarm HIgh Street and it included a note book, two bags of chocolate coins, a pencil case, 

some coloured pens and pencils, an Alien game, some mini note books for a pocket, soap, shampoo, deodorant and a diary.  

The lady in the shop was very pleased and I am happy to have given something to charity just before Christmas time.  

George P. 

WEEK OF THANKS 

From the 13th December and 

throughout the final week of 

term, we will be collecting items of food again for the local 

charity Sprouts in support of their Christmas Campaign. We are 

asking for items that can be put towards Christmas hampers 

for local families over the festive period. As such, we welcome 

all donations during the last week of term that can be put 

towards a Christmas dinner. The closing date for donations is 

Thursday 16th December.  

YPSSC News 

Christmas Cards 

We hope you have all had the opportunity to view your child(ren)'s fabulous artwork on the My Child's Art parent portal. To 

access the artwork, please visit https://mychildsart.co.uk/order/parent-portal/login/, enter the username Yarm and 

password r6JH8fLV and then search your child(ren)'s name(s). There are lots of wonderful gift items available to purchase 

and all orders placed through the parent portal will earn 20% Commission for the YPSSC, which will then feed back to 

the children through YPSSC funded events and activities. My Child's Art have informed us that the last date to order for 

guaranteed delivery before Christmas is Wednesday 8th December, although the order portal will remain open until the end 

of December.  

Prep Ball 

We cannot believe that it is less than 2 weeks until the YPSSC Studio 54 themed Charity Ball! We hope you are looking 

forward to it as much as we are! Ticket sales will be closing soon, so be sure not to miss out and get your tickets using the 

link: https://ypssc.co.uk/  

Raffle tickets are not limited to only those attending the ball. If you cannot attend the ball, but have a winning raffle ticket, 

we will be sure to get your prize to you.  Raffle tickets can be purchased using the following link: https://

www.cognitoforms.com/YPSSC1/YPSSC2021STUDIO54THEMEDBALLRAFFLE   

Many thanks 

YPSSC 

Stephenson Charity Day 

Well donbe to everyone who took part in the Stephenson 

House Charity Day a fortnight ago. An incredible total of 

£488.14 was raised by the children! Well done! 

The Stephenson House Staff 

4J Charitable Work 

4J have been filling shoe boxes with goodies this week to send to charitable causes as part of their homework menu. 

https://mychildsart.co.uk/order/parent-portal/login/
https://ypssc.co.uk/
https://www.cognitoforms.com/YPSSC1/YPSSC2021STUDIO54THEMEDBALLRAFFLE
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Peer Mentor of the Week 

Name: Effie 

Friends: I have lots of brilliant 

friends. 

My best mentor: Probably my 

parents because they inspire me 

with my music. 

Favourite TV show: Blue Peter 

Favourite fruit: Pears 

Favourite subject: It’s hard to 

choose! Games, history and art. 

When I am older… I would like to be a music teacher. 

Effie is nominated this week for spending a lot of time 

helping some Year 4 children sort out of a problem. One 

child told me “She is so kind and helpful.” 

The answer to the Head’s Challenge from 
last time was:  Wolverhampton  

Key Dates 
NOVEMBER 

Sat 20  Senior School Christmas Craft Fair (9am-4pm) 

Mon 22 Brunel house duty 

  ABRSM examination week 

  Reports released to parents 

  4W Oriental Museum workshop 

Tue 23  4J oriental Museum workshop 

  4N Oriental Museum workshop 

  ***NEW*** U8 Hockey/Rugby workshops 

  with Ashville (home; 2pm start) 

Wed 24 Y3/4 Poetry Competition 

  ***NEW*** Y6 Senior Taster Event 

  (3-6pm; Senior School) 

Thu 25  YPSSC (4pm) 

  U9 Rugby v Choristers  

  (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm return) 

  U9 Hockey v Choristers (home; 2pm start) 

Fri 26  U10/11 Hockey v Durham Choristers  

  (away; 2pm start, 4.45pm return) 

  U11 Rugby v Durham Choristers 

  (home; 2pm start) 

Sat 27  Prep Ball (PAA; 7pm-Midnight) 

Mon 29 EYFS/Prep Parents’ Evenings (4-6pm) 

Tue 30  EYFS/Prep Parents’ Evenings (4-6pm) 

  No STEAM, Netball, Hockey, Journalling or  

  Creative Writing clubs today 

DECEMBER 

Wed 1  Y5/6 Poetry Competition 

Weekly certificates 

 Values Endeavour 

3B Jack A. Henry S. 

3R Rory B. Max J. 

3W Bella M. Rory F. 

4J Trisha K. Tallulah M. 

4N Avik B. Vedh A. 

4W Can S. Sylvia D. 

5H Akansha M. Nona D. 

5K Wilf S. Henry P. 

5W Sumi K. Charlie M. 

6G Sofie M. Orson S. 

6L Anushri W. Elizabeth A. 

6P Neev S. Harry G-J. 

Awards: 
Head Teacher Awards:  

Year 3—Martha L., Jack M.  

Year 5—Charlie M., Joe W., Ciara W.  

Year 6—Will F. (3). 

Librarians: Rorke A., Kit F., Ella F., Zara W., Lily C., Libby S., 

Lucia C., Yingying L., Taha A., George H., Tabitha B., Nethuki 

M., Claudia P., Edie RS., Effie P., Yuhe T. 

Christmas Holiday 
School 
Christmas Holiday School will run 

from Monday 20th—Wednesday 

22nd December 2021. Further 

details will follow in the next few 

weeks.  

Miss Whitehouse 


