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A year of incredible achievements
I
t is with a great sense
of pride that I introduce
this edition of the School
Magazine, which celebrates
the collective and individual
achievements of our school
community in what has been
another quite extraordinary
year. Not since the Second
World War has education been
so significantly disrupted,
with pupils, families, schools
and communities tested by the
impact of Covid-19, with the
rhythms and routines that we
understand and rely on being
radically altered, cutting us
loose from the reassuring
anchors of familiarity and
certainty and requiring
constant adjustment,
invention and innovation.
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As well as being a school,
we have become an extension
of the Public Health Service,
a mass-testing facility
and have been required
to take on responsibilities
that normally rest with the
examination boards, all the
while keeping our pupils
at the heart of our focus.
Despite the disruption and
uncertainty, this magazine
offers us all a joyous reflection
of the resilience, ingenuity
and creative output of our
pupils and demonstrates the
strength of our community
here at Yarm, with our
commitment to educating
for life a guiding beacon in
our response to all of the
challenges and opportunities
during the last academic year.
I wholeheartedly congratulate
our pupils and students for
their efforts and their many
successes, and remind them
that the challenges along the
way have actually provided
opportunities to learn
more about themselves,
to foster independence
and resilience and to
gain perspective and
life experience that will
serve them well in the
future. Their enthusiasm,
optimism and generosity of
spirit has been inspirational
and it has been a pleasure and
a privilege to witness their
progress this year. I hope
all readers enjoy
exploring

the magazine for evidence
of this across the breadth
of experiences and
opportunities that the pupils
take full advantage of.
Underpinning the progress
and achievements of the
pupils is the commitment,
care and compassion of the
staff team at Yarm. Teachers
have shown extraordinary
determination to provide as
full an experience as possible
for all pupils, whether that was
in their remote classrooms
with the reorganisation and
redefining of their pedagogy,
via the proactive pastoral
support they have provided the
pupils or in the creative range
of extracurricular activities on
offer. The wider team of support
staff have worked tirelessly
to ensure that – in the face of
ever changing regulation and
guidance – the School site has
remained accessible and safe
and that all our operations
have continued smoothly;
they have responded swiftly at
every turn. I offer my sincere
gratitude to all my colleagues
for their dedication, which has
enabled our pupils to thrive.
Parents have shown
tremendous support for the
School, too, and have perhaps
been closer to and more
involved in their children’s
education than ever before. We
greatly value the partnerships
we build with parents and
recognise the importance of
their support. This is a year that
has seen our community grow
closer as we have striven – from
our varied perspectives – to
work together to place
the experience and
well-being of the pupils
at the heart of what

we do. Our links beyond the
immediate school community
have continued to thrive, with
some impactful fundraising
efforts supporting local
charities, for example, and
I look forward to continuing
to ensure that Yarm School
contributes meaningfully
to our local community.
This magazine provides a
fantastic overview of the pupils’
efforts and achievements. It
would not have been possible
without the input of the
many contributors and I am
grateful to them all, and in
particular to Beth Henderson
who has edited and produced
such a wonderful record of
this most unusual of years.
Finally, some important staff
news that bears a mention in
this introduction. Our ethos of
educating for life was instilled
by our founding Headmaster,
Mr Neville Tate. It was therefore
a fitting tribute to him that
he was awarded the OBE this
year, and we offer him our
collective congratulations.
On behalf of the whole
school, and also in a personal
capacity, I would like to pay
tribute and offer our sincere
thanks to Mr David Woodward,
Deputy Headmaster for the
last 22 years, who retires
this year having made
enormous contributions to
this community. We wish
him the very best of times in
a long and happy retirement.
Enjoy the magazine!

Dr Huw Williams
Headmaster
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remote,

but still
connected
Our pupils — like millions of
their peers around the globe —
swapped their usual routines
and classrooms for a completely
different learning experience.
We’re immensely proud of
how the whole Yarm School
community adapted and
embraced this new paradigm.
Here we share some of the
innovative and creative ways
our pupils and students
adapted to the ‘new normal’
in different subjects...
4
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Art
Once again our art pupils and students
rose to the challenge of remote
learning. We had already prepared our
GCSE and A Level students, in case of
another lockdown or individual groups
needing to self isolate, by sending them
home with materials and equipment
including easels and canvases.
The lower school classes were set
tasks that could be completed using
resources that they could find at home
and as usual, the pupils were amazingly
resourceful. Feedback was given either
during live lessons, privately via the
Google Classroom or, for older students,
by using screencastify video feedback.
Whilst we all missed being together
in the classroom or Sixth Form Studio
we want to thank our pupils, students
and their parents for working so hard
to find ways to make producing art at
home possible. This includes putting
up with the mess we may have created
at home or collecting large items for
GCSE & A Level students in horse
boxes and trailers, just so that your
sons and daughters could continue
to develop their exam coursework.
We believe that everybody, whatever
their natural ability, can enjoy Art
and have success and we are very
proud of the beautiful work produced
by all of our year groups, including
what was produced at home during
remote learning. We have shared
more work on the school website at
www.yarmschool.org/galleries

Remote Learning

Biology

Chemistry

Drama & Theatre Studies

All of us in the Biology Department
were thrilled with the engagement
and motivation demonstrated by our
pupils and students throughout the
school. The remote learning experience
was enhanced considerably by the live
lesson capabilities and it was fantastic
to be able to continue to deliver high
quality lessons. We were even able
to continue with some of our usual
practical work – if a little differently!
The Second Year investigated the use
of microorganisms in food production
by baking their own bread at home,
and there were some delicious results!
The Fourth Year were able to research
the link between caffeine and reaction
time from the comfort of their desks
at home, some getting quite used to
sipping a nice cup of tea alongside
their biology lessons! The Lower Sixth
spent some time honing their biological
drawing skills ready for a return to
the labs when lockdown eased.
The Sixth Form continued to make
excellent progress through their A Level
course as we were able to make full use
of the G-suite capabilities to enhance
our teaching and learning. A huge and
sincere congratulations to all biologists.

All pupils engaged well in the remote
learning tasks in Chemistry both within
live lessons and through asynchronous
content. The use of live lessons
provided opportunities for practical
demonstrations to be live streamed to
pupils, allowing them to comment on
safety implications, make observations
and collect data in real time under
the guidance of their teacher. This
allowed pupils to feel more like they
were in a laboratory environment.
The Sixth Form students continued
to work through their A Level courses
as they would have been able to do in
the classroom. Lessons took the form
of a mixture of taught content via video
calls, as well as plenty of opportunities
for practising their skills and regular
feedback from their teachers.
Fifth and Fourth Year pupils
continued to make good progress
through their GCSE course. Pupils
engaged with live teacher instruction
supplemented by practice questions,
both through Google Meets (where
they could discuss ideas in breakout
rooms) and offline. The Everlearner
platform allowed pupils to gauge their
own progress of learning and was
used to supplement teacher content.
Third Year pupils continued their
work on the topic of acids, bases and
pH and were able to complete some
home-based practical work by making
bath bombs. Some excellent video
explanations were produced by pupils
demonstrating good scientific method.
Second Year pupils meanwhile
continued to study the reactions
of metals to help understand the
reactivity series. The use of live
video lessons allowed them to make
observations and see demonstrations
whilst still remaining at home.

With disruption to the regular
rhythym of practical exams in
school, the department had to adopt
a more fluid approach to learning
this year. We concentrated on text
study and essay writing remotely
whilst grabbing the opportunity for
some (socially distanced) practical
work whenever we were able to.
Practical work shifted from group
projects to monologues or duologues
with two metre distancing and while
this is not necessarily as rewarding
from a full development point of view,
it certainly allowed students to be
precise in refining and demonstrating
acting skills. Looking back – and
looking ahead – it is so important that
intensity is maintained when not in
school, however hard that might be.
The use of Chromebooks to
conduct lessons with small groups
was very effective as all students
were willing to contribute and
adapt to the new technology.
We used a filmed version of one
of the two set texts which proved
to be a valuable resource. A good
range of high quality live theatre
recordings meant that we were able
to discuss and revisit key elements
for the live theatre element of the
exam; of course, it can never fully
replace the thrill of live theatre and
all the benefits that brings, but it is
very useful for exam preparation.
Despite altering the sequence of the
usual course, reducing performances
from groups down to monologues
or duologues, and having to remain
opportunistic, we covered all areas
of the course, knowledge and skills
required by the exam board.
It was definitely Theatre Studies,
perhaps not quite as we know it, but we
certainly explored strange new worlds!
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Design Technology

Economics & Business

English

During remote learning the pupils and
students from all year groups began to
work on their skills in computer-aided
design (CAD). The pupils were developing
a range of skills using OnShape and
learning how to visualise their work
in 3D form whilst understanding the
benefits this has on the work they do
in school. Pupils learned a range of
techniques including fillets and revolve,
as well as more complex assemblies.
As well as developing CAD skills,
pupils learnt about the main material
groups and how they can be used
in everyday life. In addition to CAD
modelling, we looked at working with
a range of other modelling techniques
such as cardboard and foam. Pupils
used this to explore more lengthy
projects that saw them redesign certain
products that they liked, looking
more closely at their functions and
how they could make them better.
Pupils rose to the challenges that they
were given and as a department we have
been overwhelmed by their response
and their initiative in developing their
work remotely. The First Years were
able to develop design based skills
whilst also having the opportunity
to demonstrate their practical skills
through a range of skill-based activities
which saw them develop maze games,
upcycle projects with milk cartons, and
produce the largest game of mousetrap
they could with what they had at home.
Well done to everyone from the
Design & Technology Department.

Enthusiastic, resilient
and participative.

One of the best things about being an
English Teacher is the rich variety that
the subject allows. So what happened
in English during remote learning?
In many ways the answer is as it
always would be in school: an enriching
variety of activities! Of course, great
literature was at the heart of things and
one of the central pillars of our subject
– lively discussions of challenging
text – remained central to the pupils’
experiences in English. I know all
of the teachers in the department
really enjoyed continuing to explore
various set texts with their pupils.
We coordinated a World Book
Day challenge too, and the pupils
completed lots of beautiful writing.
I’m particularly fond of an image
that one of our First Year students
used to describe his yearning for
freedom: “He put the seashells from
his box of memories on the table,
and remembered the shore.”
All that said, perhaps the best thing
to grow out of lockdown was a new
magazine of pupil writing, entitled The
Dovecote, which was entered into The
Shine School Media Awards. It is the
brainchild of two Third Year pupils, Evie
Severn and Katie Hunt, and they did a
tremendous job of gathering and editing
the work of a diverse range of voices
from across the School community,
so much so, they were awarded Best
Print and Design and were Highly
Commended in Editor of the Year. We are
enormously proud of
all of the excellent
writing on display
in the magazine.
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Students in the Lower and Upper Sixth
actively engaged with a wide range of
live Economics and Business lessons
during lockdown and embraced a variety
of activities during their remote learning…
The Lower Sixth economists explored
the links between junk food, lighthouses,
smoking and vaccinations (market
failure, in case you are wondering!)
and separated into breakout rooms
to further discuss ways to change the
behaviour of their future children (as a
prequel to government intervention).
Business students in L6 recalled their own
experiences as mystery shoppers and
simulated quality control in the workplace
before encountering SWOTs and PESTs
and evaluating options such as Yarm
Farm, Yarm Creche and Yarm Weddings.
Meanwhile the U6 economists
honed their macro skills, deliberated the
trade-offs in achieving macroeconomic
objectives and considered the lessons
learnt from the last financial crisis. Their
business counterparts produced team
presentations on MNCs and globalisation,
debated the relevance of ethics and
considered the consequences of Covid-19
on business working practices.
Thank you to all the students who
threw themselves wholeheartedly
into unusual learning circumstances,
showing tenacity, commitment and
a lot of subject passion, earnestly
embracing feedback and demonstrating
the value of two-way communication.

Remote Learning

French

Geography

German

We are incredibly proud of our
pupils, students and teachers in
the French Department for the
positive and enthusiastic way in
which they tackled remote learning.
The Chromebooks made it much
easier for us to engage with our
classes and we enjoyed being able
to interact with them in live lessons,
just as we would in the classroom.
The introduction of Breakout
Rooms to Google Meet meant pupils
could work in pairs and groups,
enabling us to continue with the
curriculum and build in opportunities
for creativity and imagination.
Pupils from First to Third Year loved
being able to experiment in the kitchen
after translating recipes from French
to English, not only improving their
French skills but also their culinary
ones! First Year pupils relished the
opportunity to make key French
landmarks from any household items
they had and we had some fantastic
results with Eiffel Towers made from
Lego, matches and food tins as well
as an Eiffel Tower shaped cake.
First and Second Year pupils
embraced the chance to do something
cultural during their French lessons
and we were so impressed with the
presentations they prepared on ‘Mardi
Gras’ and the ‘Tour de France’.
In Fourth Year, pupils really enjoyed
a task based on the topic ‘house and
home.’ They were given a detailed
description of a house in French and
had to draw what they heard. There
were some brilliant designs and pupils
commented how much fun it was.
In what has been a particularly
challenging year, we are delighted
with how our pupils and students
approached lessons and independent
work, and made such pleasing progress.

During the period of remote learning,
our geographers continued to work
hard and as a department we were all
so proud of how they engaged with their
learning. We used Google Classrooms
extensively and continued with these
resources and the use of Google Meets.
A wide range of resources were
utilised, including pupils presenting
their own group presentations via
Google Meet; showing amazing
collaboration and professionalism in
both how the work was created and
delivered remotely. The department
worked hard to continue with
engagement via Google Meets and
class discussions in this forum.
Second Year pupils studied an
introduction to Geology and at the
end of this topic they enjoyed ‘creative
rocks’ – many chose to make the
most of being at home by applying
their geological knowledge to their
baking with outstanding results!

In German, pupils engaged in a range
of different remote learning activities.
In the Autumn Term many were
obliged to self-isolate and joined
classroom lessons live via their school
Chromebooks. This led to a complex
balancing act for the teacher between
the pupils in the room and those at
home, with the teacher’s Chromebook
being positioned to allow those at home
to see things in the classroom. However,
various online interactive games
allowed effective participation for all.
In the national lockdown in January
and February, we moved fully online,
with a majority of lessons being live
streamed on Chromebooks. Pupils
completed listening, reading and writing
tasks via our online platforms, while
Fourth Years and above benefitted from
a subscription to an excellent online
resource called thisislanguage (featuring
some weird but wonderful videos
explaining complex points of grammar!).
The facility on Google Meet to
set up breakout groups meant that
pupils could take part in speaking
exercises – this was actually easier
than classroom restrictions with desks
spaced apart. Sixth Form students
also continued their weekly speaking
classes with the German Assistant.
Our online games worked well again
with Quizlet Live proving popular but
the big hit was definitely Blooket (a
similar vocabulary learning game
site but with the added facility
to steal other players’ points!).
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History

Maths

Music

The History Department has been
immensely pleased with how well
the pupils have overcome the
challenges again this year.
In remote learning, pupils engaged
with a wide variety of different
innovative activities including filming
news reports, creating time capsules
and building castles. Mr Edwards’ and
Dr Brettell’s First Year classes really
took to the castle building task. They
had to make choices about which
features they would choose if they
were building a castle before designing
and building their own. Everything
from MDF to toilet rolls was utilised to
create some excellent fortifications the
Normans would have been proud of.
Mr Morrison was very pleased
with the presentations he received
from his Third Years on World War II
and Mr Grimwood enjoyed hearing
about the Battle of Stalingrad
through newspaper articles.
In addition, it was brilliant to run
a remote History Society where Mr
Taylor and Mr Morrison heard from
pupils who researched and delivered
fascinating accounts of pieces of
history that interested them. In
particular, the presentation from
Joshita Mishra on Frances Oldham
Kelsey and her significant advances in
female healthcare was outstanding.

September brought about a welcome
return to the classroom for most pupils
and we were even able to welcome
isolating pupils into the classroom
virtually via Google Meet. A special shout
out to everyone who found themselves
remotely accessing Maths lessons
during Autumn Term, particularly those
who were unlucky enough to have to
isolate more than once, and always
managed a cheery face on screen.
We congratulate all the pupils on
their stoicism throughout the Spring
Term, particularly the younger pupils
who have really embraced remote
learning. Pupils have been inquisitive
and cooperative online with all pupils
making the most of opportunities to
interact virtually with their teacher.
Beyond the curriculum, many of our
younger pupils participated in the RSPB
Big Garden Birdwatch survey in the
Spring Term, presenting their findings
to their Science and Maths teachers.
Newcastle University’s maths challenges
gave opportunity for individuals to
work on some probing questions too.
Remote learning was much improved
by use of the Chromebooks for pupils
and staff alike. It was lovely to see a
variety of learning going on from the
asynchronous lessons putting pencil on
paper to prove theorems right through
to the competitive Dr Frost and Kahoot
live games. Feedback and progress was
made more manageable with the advent
of Kami, the online PDF editor which
allows direct editing of worksheets
with the stylus on the Chromebook.

Join us on our A-Z remote
musical journey...
Whether using Apple or Android, we all
still continued to compose. Bandlab was a
popular choice for song-writing and chord
based compositions and Chromebooks
enabled our new live lessons. DAW
(Digital Audio Workstations) provided
composing tools for our enthusiastic
students: GCSE pupils revised with
Folding Frenzy while others explored
Garageband and continued to use
Sibelius software. Haydn analysis was
the focus for Upper and Lower Sixth.
Hardworking, industrious, pupils and
students learned that Jamboard was
great for collaborative plenaries and
Kami became an invaluable tool for
GCSE and A Level musical analysis.
Live Lessons became the norm and
Mote became a useful tool for verbal
feedback. Notation remained a
focus in First Year while Third Years
explored the obscurity of different
scales and modes from around the
world, producing Programmatic
compositions. Our regular Google
Quiz for retrieval practice and remote
music lessons were well received
and GCSE and A Level groups used
Screencastify recordings to cement
their understanding of Set Works.
Revision summaries were created
using Google Slides and Stomp style
practical work at home reinforced
the First Year’s understanding of
Tempo Terms. Pupils and students
remained upbeat and our virtual
world was embraced by all. GCSE and
A Level groups attended Webinars
given by e-Xciting musical pioneers
and while we might be a little
zoomed out, our young people’s
zest for life and learning carried us
all through the darkest of days.
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Remote Learning

Physics

Politics

Psychology

In Physics we carried on with our work
using the Google Classroom and live
lessons. Second Year pupils looked at
pressure with practical work at home
including finding the pressure under
our feet and when doing a handstand!
Third Year pupils covered work
on magnetism and fields. Phet
animations helped us to see the
effects of magnetic materials. Fourth
Year GCSE classes covered work on
gases and specific heat capacity and
pupils were able to use kettles and
Qooker taps to estimate the specific
heat capacity of water at home.
Lower Sixth students managed to
keep up with mechanics and optics
topics and many of our students
enjoyed an opportunity to discuss
their work in online breakout groups.
Our Fifth Year and Upper Sixth
classes were kept busy completing
sections of the syllabus and preparing
for assessments. Pupils found that
they could easily communicate with
their teachers and peers using Google
Classroom, enabling them to both
raise questions and get feedback.
Most Fifth Year and Lower Sixth
Students took part (remotely) in the
British Physics Olympiad Challenges.
We were so proud of their achievements,
in particular of Rebecca and Abhinav
who achieved prestigious Gold Awards.
We will keep many of the things we
have developed during remote learning
and use them to help improve our
teaching when restrictions are eased.
Whilst we all found the experience
of remote learning interesting, we
were also glad to get back to lessons
and see our classes face to face.

During the period of remote learning,
the politics students found innovative
ways to maintain high levels of
engagement, not least through the
sharing of online materials such
as blog posts and news feeds. This
helped enhance their awareness of
current issues, the various platforms
for information and opinion, as well as
enhance their overall political literacy.
All students completed book
reviews and shared their articles
with one another and the wider
school community through the
school newsletter. Two Lower
Sixth students were selected to
participate in a nationwide student
conference hosted by the McWhirter
Foundation that was hosted remotely
over the course of two days.
Politics students assembled
online resources and made
listening, reading and watching
recommendations during periods
of national political discussions,
namely the US election, the Black
Lives Matter movement, as well as
contributing reading suggestions
for younger readers for the pupilwritten Aurora school magazine.
The US election also provided an
opportunity to host a live session
with a political commentator joining
us on screen from California, USA.
We were able to remotely host
Stockton South MP Matt Vickers for
a Q&A session with the students, as
well as host an educational session
with the UK Parliament Education
Department exploring the inner
workings of parliamentary democracy.
Students were also able to
(remotely) attend live evening
lectures offered by departments
from the Universities of York,
Newcastle and Leeds.

It was another busy and, of course,
once again unusual year in the
Psychology Department but despite
the disruption caused by Covid-19,
it was a year of innovation, progress
and achievement for our students.
During our second lockdown we
had live lessons fully up and running
and the department was delighted
with the level of engagement shown
by our students. Taking a holistic
approach, the department mixed
independent tasks with live teaching
to create a rewarding and positive
learning experience that saw students
continue their excellent progress.
School is much more than just lessons
and learning and the department worked
hard to ensure that the experience
of being in school and having those
everyday human interactions was
replicated as much as possible.
As always, we are immensely proud
of the innovation our students have
shown in even the most challenging
circumstances and none more so than
the artistic endeavours of Mia Mack,
whose representation of one of our
models of memory can be seen above.
Weekly quizzes, competitions,
reading, TV and film recommendations
all formed an integral part of the
online offering in Psychology, as
well as the very popular Psychology
Film Club that continued once more
throughout the School closure. The
department pays tribute to the fortitude
and resilience of students and looks
forward to a more normal year ahead.
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Religion & Philosophy

Spanish

Sport

The pupils engaged brilliantly with
their remote learning in Religion and
Philosophy. It was wonderful to see
a range of creative pieces of work
from the First Year who used the
opportunity to create videos, leaflets
and diary entries for their work on a
range of Judeo-Christian stories.
Pupils in the Second Year continued
their ‘Founders and Messengers’
course and worked confidently to
understand Guru Nanak’s life, teachings
and importance. The Third Year
collaborated well online to produce
presentations on the Five Pillars of
Islam. Some Third Years even furthered
their understanding by taking up the
termly challenges set by the Religion
and Philosophy Department and wrote
excellent book reviews on ‘I am Malala’.
The Fourth Year GCSE theologians
worked hard on their ‘Hindu beliefs’
unit and the Fifth Year sophisticatedly
debated and discussed a variety of
different issues in ‘Relationships
and Families’. The Lower Sixth were
also brilliant at engaging with new
content, working hard to learn
about the person of Jesus Christ
and furthering their understanding
of several ethical theories.
For a subject that involves so much
discussion and debate, remote learning
was definitely a challenge, but the
pupils in every year group adapted
well to the use of breakout rooms and
continued to be confident in putting
forward their thoughts and opinions.
It was great to get so many
pupils involved in ‘Afternoon Tea
Philosophy’ as a replacement for
our usual ‘Philosophers’ Lunch’,
where we were able to spend time
delving into a variety of religious,
philosophical and ethical topics.

After the long period of lockdown we
had last year, we were well prepared and
organised for this year’s remote learning.
While continuing with traditional
textbook topics, we also took advantage
of remote learning to be more creative,
especially in the kitchen. Pupils were
given recipes (written in Spanish) on
how to make traditional Spanish hot
chocolate (a much thicker and richer
version than we’re perhaps used to)
which they translated into English,
and then made. They all said it was
delicious and that they would like the
chance to make churros next time!
Pupils also created some fantastic
Flipgrip videos about past holidays
and free time, and created dialogues
with others in the class to practise
their speaking skills via Facetime.
We enjoyed listening to songs,
guessing lyrics and creating our own
versions of them as well as using the very
popular Blooket to practise vocabulary.
Fourth Year pupils worked incredibly
hard to improve their language skills
as well as learning a great deal about
Hispanic culture including cuisine,
festivals and traditions. They practised
the preterite tense through Shakira songs,
giving them an insight into Hispanic music.
Despite the fun of these remote
activities, it was lovely to return to school in
March and see all of our classes in person!

The Games Department rose to the
challenge of remote learning in a variety
of ways, covering theory and practical
lessons, as well as individual challenges.
We offered weekly lessons delivered
through Google Classrooms – the
lessons covered fitness training plans,
skill development in our core sports and
theory based sections looking at the
rules and tactics of specific sports.
Mr Webb, Mr Ferguson and Miss
Hodgson also attempted to deliver live
Joe Wicks style fitness sessions through
Google Meets and the feedback from
pupils was very positive! The purchase
of the Chromebooks allowed GCSE and
A Level PE teachers to continue delivering
theory specification content with little
disruption. Staff rose to the technological
challenges and made remote learning as
stimulating as possible for the pupils. The
attendance and work submitted by the
vast majority of pupils was excellent and
staff and pupils should be very proud of
how they coped throughout this period.
Pupils were also set 10 challenges
across a range of sports: cricket, long jump,
cross fit, rugby, netball, basketball, football
and hockey. From cricket bowls and rugby
passes per minute, to basketball finger
spins and hockey keepy-ups, there was
something for everyone to get involved in.
Special mention to Hannah Muzawazi
who scored 19 points in the cricket bowling
challenge, Lola Vasiliou who scored an
amazing 24 netball goals in 1 minute, Will
Ferguson who maintained 575 consecutive
keepy-ups in hockey and Tom Burchall who
achieved 1.95m on the standing long jump.
Well done to all participants!

www.yarmschool.org

Remote Learning

Textiles
As we all faced another stint of screen
time and typing, Textiles knew this was
the perfect opportunity to challenge
pupils’ innovation and practical skill.
Sustainability is a topic which
pupils are extremely familiar with
and feel strongly about. The Ecoprojects stretch pupils to think more
carefully about the innovative ways
unwanted products could be upcycled
to create bespoke and useful new
items. Both First and Third Years
responded with great enthusiasm to
the projects and created a staggeringly
impressive range of concepts,
many of which were shop ready!
Given the limitations of tools and
materials, due to necessity, it really is
a good lesson in ‘make do and mend’.
As the planet’s resources become
depleted, pupils are increasingly aware
of the need for this approach in life!

Yarm school Magazine 2020-21
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With the ever-shifting waters, music has
continued to give hope and comfort to
so many over the past year; all that has
changed is what we have done and how
we have gone about our musical business.

O

n bad days, certain
lyrics have become
an earworm of hope
during uncertain times; “It’s
going to be a bright, bright,
bright, bright sunshiny day”
has accompanied me on
many a dog walk. But the
truth is that we haven’t “seen
clearly” the obstacles in our
way and yet the pupils and
students have proved just
how creative and resilient
they are: the dark clouds
didn’t stop them seeing the
promise of blue skies ahead.
Whilst not a song, Clint
Eastwoood’s famous lines
from the film Heartbreak
Ridge resonate strongly with
our recent educational and
musical story: “You improvise.
You adapt. You overcome.”

12

www.yarmschool.org

operation. Performing outside
performances and recorded
The grounds are alive
has provided moments of magic ‘live’ performances were the
with the sound of music… throughout the year where
solution to the obstacles in our
When we could, First Year
music lessons ventured
outdoors, leading to a
massed performance of a
body percussion piece that
introduced our new pupils to
various exciting parts of the
School site as well as exploring
pulse, rhythms, cross rhythms,
syncopation and rounds! Like
musical bookends, at the end
of the year, First Years came
together again for an Afro/
South American drumming
extravaganza led by drum
teacher Ian Halford.
From the start of the year,
‘Bubble Ensembles’ were the
only solution; I would like to
thank all who participated
and all who led the 36 weekly
rehearsals that have taken
place whilst school was in

pupils from different year
groups came together. From our
choral performances of “Peace
White Dove” for Remembrance
and “You’ll Never Walk Alone”
to mark Easter (as well as our
failed attempts at carolling
on the terrace in the rain
and sleet at Christmas – we
would have stayed out there
but the equipment wasn’t so
happy), the sense of joy and
feeling alive was tangible in
our socially distanced outdoor
performances, providing us
with glimpses of the rainbow of
hope we are all yearning for.

The magic of Christmas
Although we were yet to see
clearly that the rain had
gone, we knew that virtual

way: the build up to Christmas
proved to be a virtual tour
de force! We marked the
final 12 days of school in the
build up to Christmas with
a musical advent calendar
of musical gifts performed
by pupils, students and
staff. If you haven’t clicked
on the festive windows of
the Friarage, please do take
a look: the calendar is still
available via the School
website as are many other
of our musical offerings.
Conscious that many would
be alone for Christmas,
we created a home-spun 9
Lessons and Carols for people
to enjoy. Thank you to all
choir members and readers
for all their efforts during
challenging times and Jamie

Music Review Of The Year

the world’s a stage
Yarm’s Upper Sixth
students performing
in their musical
theatre review

Wiltshire and Mr Williams
for bringing the Auditorium
organ into the homes of many
over the festive period.
The Community Christmas
Concert is a much loved date
in the musical calendar.
Clearly a live concert was
a no-go this year, but the
pupils and students pulled
together an incredible array
of seasonal music, filmed
in bubbles in the Princess
Alexandra Auditorium. It was
a wonderful moment when our
ride on the road to nowhere
suddenly had some meaning
– young people making music
together that we knew would
bring pleasure to many during
a very different Christmas.
Dan, Luke and the PAA team
have been a huge support
during our neverending
story of creative change.
The showcase also featured

a wonderful, festive dance
medley involving pupils
from Prep School to Sixth
Form, full of life and energy
and exciting choreography:
thank you Miss Ivison for
all your work this year!
With technical assistance
from the PAA staff, Max
Critchlow and the creative
talents of Mr McIntyre, our
magical mystery tour of
technology continued
and we managed to
fuse live and virtual
recordings to put
together performances
of orchestral and choral
music that involved
pupils and staff past and
present. From the spinetingling Total Praise, to
the medieval Gaudete,
the ethereal Eternity and
the childlike excitement of
The Snowman score, these

performances, whilst not live,
brought us together in times
of need. What a wonderful
gift of recognition therefore
on New Year’s Eve, when Mr
McIntyre was awarded Highly
Commended in the Teacher
of the Year category in the
national Classical Music
Digital Awards 2020: this
provides me with a moment
to say a huge thank you to
Andrew for all the studio
work he has done during
lockdowns and whilst
Covid-19 has prevented
us from performing
live. A shout out too to
all teachers and staff who
have brought joy to the
Yarm School world through
their music-making.
In the final week of
the Autumn Term our
newly formed and highly
accomplished staff band,
Yarm school Magazine 2020-21
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organised by Mr Skirving
and conducted by Mr Reeve,
led us in carol singing in
the Dovecote and brought
joy to the Yarm School
community on the final day
of term by playing carols
for pupils and parents as
they arrived at school.
Being part of Yarm’s Music
Department is a privilege
and I am so lucky to work
alongside such wonderful
colleagues who inspire and
guide our young musicians.

Virtual music making
Dark clouds descended at the
start of Spring Term when,
like a wrecking ball, lockdown
three was announced and
we all had to stand back
and let the world unfurl…
living in a virtual world
dominated by Zoom calls and
webinars! Our Scholars and
Music Award holders kept
our spirits high with their
incredible weekly mini concert
series and it was heartening
to hear how many of our
pupils shared their music
with loved ones over Zoom.
A number of our singers
participated in an ‘Acting
through Song’ masterclass
organised by the Samling
Academy and Tees Valley
Music Service led by
opera star Nicky Spence
and Shakespearean actor
James Garnon. Ananya
Padmanabhan ran a superb
Q&A session, talking about
her experiences as a Samling
Scholar and encouraging

14
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others to audition. Our
A Level and GCSE pupils
attended webinars given
by world experts on their
set works and some of our
senior students attended
workshops led by music
conservatoires. Tees Valley
Youth Choir and Tees Valley
Youth Orchestra continued
to enrich the lives of our
talented musicians and their
virtual audiences with online
rehearsals and concert series.
It is clear that music has been
a vital part of life for so many
during lockdown and, when the
going got tough, our VMTs’ true
colours shone through. Many
parents have commented on
the incredible role our visiting
teachers have had on keeping
their children’s spirits lifted
during the dark times of remote
learning and it is incredible
to think that 93.4% of pupils
continued with individual
music tuition during lockdown.
We are so lucky to have
such a wonderful team at
Yarm; they are the heartbeat
of the Music Department
and sadly, after 26 years of
incredible service, we say
farewell and thank you to
our cello and double bass
teacher, Rachel Robinson.
Adored by her pupils and a
huge asset to the department,
Rachel will be greatly missed.
However, I know that we
will meet again performing
in concerts in the PAA!
Music exams have continued
in various shapes and forms
during the current academic
year. Congratulations to all

those who have stepped up
and taken exams both online
and in person when allowed
to do so. Results have been
excellent in ABRSM practical
(in person with the rigours
of scales, sight-reading and
aural tests) and performance
(recorded performances)
exams, LCM and RockSchool
exams. Our young people
have learned so much about
resilience, independent
thinking and learning,
organisation and coping with
change through this pandemic,
skills that will set them up so
well for life beyond school.

Back on stage
Despite the pressures of
exams for all, our musical
journey continued during
the Summer Term. We held
onto the hope that live music

performed to a real audience
of happy, smiley people
would be possible during the
summer months at school
and that we could celebrate
the end of the academic year
with a Dovecote Festival.
Whilst it became clear that
this wouldn’t be possible,
our souls were enriched by
our first live concert in 15
months as our incredible
bubble of Upper Sixth singers,
who have given so much
to the musical life of the
School, performed LIVE to
a small audience of family
members, staff and U6 friends
in the PAA accompanied by
a live band of music staff.
At the end of the musical
theatre review (Bella’s
ever-evolving EPQ project),
Dr Williams stood up and
described their performances
as “extraordinary… highly

Music Review Of The Year

music makers
We’re so proud of our
students’ ability to
make incredible music
both remotely and in
School – well done all!

emotional” and highlighted
just how much live
performance means to us.
The company’s final lyrics
of the night were “I don’t think
us feel old at all. I think this is
the youngest us ever felt, yes.
Amen” from The Color Purple.
It stirred something in us
all, hearing such talent live
and truly feeling the emotion
of these incredible singers,
creating a rejuvenation of a
kind that many present will
have never in their lives felt
before. To quote Dr Williams’
first word, just “wow!”
Thank you Bella, Chloe,
Erin, Imogen, Scout, Jack,
Jonny and Jamie for showing
us the hope that sets us free;
paraphrasing words from the
Color Purple, ‘your heartbeats
made our hearts beat once
again.’ We are sorry that we
were unable to open this most

uplifting of performances to
a wider audience, but thanks
to Richard and Max Critchlow
and team, the performance
is available for all to watch
via the School website.

A song goodbye
Our music-making continued
beyond the final day of term,
with wonderful band and
chamber group performances
and recordings and superb
performances for the Lower
School Prize Giving. It is
wonderful to hear one of our
bands, aptly named Phoenix
Rising, coming together to
rehearse once again after
18 months in the ashes and
our Kegelstatt and Bridge
trios coming together and
performing as live ensembles.
Our final musical tribute
of the academic year was
our virtual farewell to a very

special retiring member of
staff, our much-loved Deputy
Head Mr Woodward. Resulting
in a manic Monday (Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday)
in the final week to term,
pupils, students and staff
came together to perform
and record their thanks
to Mr Woodward through
a musical medley.
Renowned as
being the guardian
of the megaphone
and maestro of
weather conditions
management, our
musical offering
began with giveaway
lyrics from the School
Captains elect (Noah
and Maddy) “Morning,
today’s forecast is in;
Storm David is on its
way and heading right
for retirement…” with

our own, personalised
version of “Mr Blue Sky”
performed by members of
bubble choirs with superb
footage by the Lower Sixth.
From the promise of a
beautiful new day, staff
members sang their tribute
with the re-working of a
Louis Armstrong classic
by Mrs Gratton, “What a
Woodwardly World” followed
by moving tributes from
the School Captains
Juju and Jack. There
was only one set of
lyrics to end our
tribute and indeed
this music report:
“What a man,
what a mighty
good man!” Thank
you Mr Woodward,
from us all.
Mrs K Staggs
Yarm school Magazine 2020-21
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Erin Gilhespie and Chloe Atkinson
Taking on the linguistic challenge of William Shakespeare
with their piece from The Merchant of Venice
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his year we were unable
to carry out our usual
House Drama Competition
due to the restrictions and
social distancing rules in place
because of Covid-19. Instead,
we ran a Duologue Competition
which took place in October.
Pupils from across the
Senior School and Sixth
Form got involved, picking
their pieces and rehearsing
in their own time. We had a
fantastic week filming the
duologues and the pupils all
worked really hard, adapting
brilliantly to performing
to camera instead of a live
audience. Undoubtedly it was
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a very different experience
for the pupils as without
an audience, there is no
laughter for comedy pieces,
no atmosphere and no
applause after each duologue.
Typically, performers feed off
the energy an audience gives
out during a show, so it was
a huge challenge to instead
just perform to three cameras.
However, I was blown away
by each performance and all
of the pupils who took part.
Luke James, our Senior
Technician, spent Half Term
editing all of the video footage
from the performances
which involved syncing

and editing three camera
angles plus sound captured
remotely – no mean feat!
The videos were then
passed onto our expert
panel of adjudicators:
Mr Gilbert and Mr Hall
judged the 19 entries
for the Junior Duologues
Competition (First and Second
Year); Mrs Charlton had 6
wonderful duologues to judge
in the Intermediate category
(Third, Fourth and Fifth Year);
and Mr Boddy deliberated
over the 4 Senior entries
(Lower and Upper Sixth Form).
With the votes counted, the
winners were announced…

Junior Avanish Batra and
Ajay Selvan with Beekeeping
Intermediate Nila Baskar
and Sophia Kilkerri with
Fight over Fuchsia
Senior Annabella Burgess and
Maddie Lane with Honour

Congratulations to everyone
involved! All the pairs did
extremely well and I was truly
impressed by the way they
conducted themselves, both
in rehearsals and during the
performance, in what was a
very different year. It was a
pleasure and a delight to be
able to bring an element of live
performance back to Yarm and
I look forward to working with
everyone again next year.
Many thanks again to all
of our amazing entries, our
fantastic technical team
of Tom and Luke and our
wonderful judges for giving
up part of their half term!
Mr D Brookes

n Watch the Junior performances:
bit.ly/JuniorDC

n Watch the Intermediate &
Senior performances:
bit.ly/SeniorDC

Junior/Senior/Intermediate Duologues
Shlok Arcot and Isaac Akowuah
First Year pupils enjoying a ‘Peace’ of the action with their duologue Peace.

breathtaking!

technical excellence

Ben Win Tin
and Noah
Barron
Delivering laughs
all-round with
their depiction
of Abbott
and Costello’s
comedy routine,
Who’s On First?

Kitty Brown and Morven Hawthorne
A superb portrayal of Adam’s Rib and an excellent
attempt at tricky accents throughout!

Our fantastic technical team of Tom and Luke did an
amazing job of capturing all of the pupil and student
performances using a synchronised three camera and
microphone setup – all captured and edited remotely!

bravo!
MARA MORRISON AN
D
had us chirping with laug JEMIMA FLEMING
hte
of the Monty Python Dea r with their per formance
d Parrot sketch.

encore!

Maddy Jackson and Emily Carter
Delivering mime, facial expressions and emotions
in the Driving Lesson piece from Happy Go Lucky
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that’s a
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TOP ROW
(from left)
Josh McGeary,
Laura
Cunningham,
Amy Willis
middle ROW
(from left)
Julia
Portsmouth,
Bakaer Noble,
Shrish Nair
bottom
right
Luke Porter

W

e spent most of
November, on and
off, filming this
year’s Fifth Year Production.
However, just as we got going,
our Fifth Years had to go into
isolation and we were forced
to pause proceedings for
two weeks. Professional as
always, they picked up where
they left off and produced
six excellent pieces. All six
performances impress for
different reasons: character,
physical theatre, outstanding
individual performances,

n Watch the full performance at:
bit.ly/FifthYearProduction
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great partner work, good
delivery, stagecraft and
superb direction.
Although the
production was very
different this year due to the
obvious Covid-19 constraints,
it provided an opportunity
for the pupils and staff to
work in a new and different
way. One benefit of filming
a show is that you can
‘point’ the audience towards
something they might miss
if watching live in a theatre.
You can also use close-ups
and other techniques to draw
attention to a facial expression
or movement which can
help to better capture the
emotions of the characters.
However, film also shows
the smallest of discrepancies,
things you can get away with
in a live show, so performers
have to work extremely hard

on lines and characterisation.
Our Fifth Year pupils and
the directorial team, which
was headed up by Mr Craig
and comprised five Upper
Sixth Form students, Miss
Ivison and Mr Edwards,
put a lot of time and
effort into this production
and it really paid off.
Congratulations to all of our
performers and directors on
a job very well done – thank
you all for your hard work and
involvement. I’d also like
to thank Mr Craig for
coordinating the Fifth
Year production, as
normal, to his usual
very high standard.
Many thanks, too,
to Luke James for
filming and editing
the pieces.
Mr D Brookes

5th Year Play / 6th Form Play

Following a lengthy
rehearsal process,
punctuated by isolations
and national lockdowns,
we finally managed
to stage this year’s
Sixth Form play:

Bouncers
shakers
B

ouncers and Shakers
is a culmination of
two works by John
Godber, the latter written in
conjunction with his wife,
Jane Thornton. Both pieces
were written some time ago
now – Bouncers being 44
years old – but the themes
covered in both plays are
as relevant today as they
were at the time of writing.
Both plays pitch touching
pathos alongside witty and
amusing, larger than life
characters that we have all
come across in everyday life.
Eight talented Sixth Form
actors and actresses tackled
this challenging piece with
amazing professionalism.
Having started rehearsals
on and off in October and
November 2020, they then
returned to the script in June
2021 (6 months on!) for a week
of intensive rehearsals before
performing on Wednesday,
23rd June 2021. Between the
8 of them they played over 40
different characters; asking
his performers to multirole
is a trait of Godber’s writing.
The changes of character are
instant and achieved purely
with the actor’s change in
vocalisation and physicality;

the girls often playing boys and
the boys playing girls. Multirole
creates many humorous
moments as the play goes on.
As well as being very funny,
Godber's writing is intended
to be challenging and thought
provoking. Our cast tackled
the more mature aspects of
the show with admirable
professionalism, which made
for an evening of laughter
and reflection. The play was
only being performed to
staff members, Sixth Form
students and the families of
our eight cast members for
Covid-19 reasons. Despite
only having 70 people in

waiting for godber…:
Top: Will Peacock
Above: Erin Gilhespie, Bella Ruck and Imogen Hennessey
Right: Jamie Wiltshire and Jonny Oakley

the 700 seat auditorium, the
audience really enjoyed the
show and the performers were
finally able to experience a
live theatre audience again.
It was an absolute pleasure
to work with these eight
performers in their last
show at Yarm School. They
did themselves proud with
a superb performance, and
hopefully leave Yarm on a
high. Thank you to the cast!
Mr D Brookes
Yarm school Magazine 2020-21
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ollowing a dormant six
months during the summer
of 2020, the Outdoor
Education Department wanted
to give the new First Year pupils
a real taste of the incredible
adventures available at Yarm.
Therefore, for this academic
year our Sunday trips were
predominantly offered to First
Years. We were thrilled with
their engagement and pleased
to see them undertaking each
challenge with great vigour!
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Starting off the year with
mountain biking around the
blue and red routes of Sutton
Bank, the next adventure was
summiting Buckden Pike in
the Yorkshire Dales. From
there we went underground
in the Yorkshire Dales, into
the Long Churn Caves which
have been carved out of
limestone rock by the rain
over thousands of years. Here,
we tackled Baptistry Crawl on
our hands and knees, climbed

waterfalls in Dr Bannister’s
Handbasin, and managed
to crawl and wiggle our way
through the Cheese Press.
Thankfully, our two new
adventures were above
ground. We summited
Mardale Ill Bell in the Lake
District during a blustery
(but dry!) day in May and
finished off the year with a
day of squeezing, climbing
and abseiling down cliffs and
boulders at Brimham Rocks,
with everyone in the group
trying something slightly

outside their comfort zone
– either a tighter squeeze or
braving it for long enough
to tackle the abseil.
It has been a busy year
with the First Year pupils in
Outdoor Education, but what
a great bunch of enthusiastic
pupils they have been!
Keep an eye out for more
trips next year, and hopefully
your chance to get involved in
our weekend residential trips.
Mr A Mathers

First Year Trips / Outdoor Education

expanding

horizons
horizons
I

n addition to the First Year
Sunday trips this year, the
department has managed to
squeeze in some other exciting
adventures along the way.
Over the first weekend of
October Half Term, 40 Fourth
Year pupils took part in a
Bronze Duke of Edinburgh
training weekend. The
Saturday saw them undertake
a carousel of training activities
on the School site, ranging
from tent pitching and stove
cooking, to discovering just
how much stuff you don’t
actually need on an expedition
and how to fit the important
things in a rucksack.

The following day, pupils
undertook a navigation walk
across the North York Moors
with a member of staff in tow.
Also in October, a small group
of Fifth Year pupils headed
over to the Langdale Valley for
a day of outdoor rock climbing,
including a first multi-pitch
climb for all. The weather gods
shone down on us and we
enjoyed wall-to-wall sunshine,
warm rocks and magnificent
views across the valley.
To round off the academic
year, a group of Second Year
girls guided the Outdoor
Education staff on a lovely
walk up a Wainwright

fell, Gowbarrow Fell, and
through Aira Force during
a wet and windy May.
All of these weekend trips
are in addition to the weekly
activities that have been
offered throughout the year:
Second and Third Year pupils
(on different academic terms)
have splashed around and
played games on the river
as part of our canoe and
kayak activity; and Third
and Fifth Years returned
to the local climbing walls
in their separate climbing
clubs after Easter.
Mr A Mathers
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Every year it is a pleasure to celebrate the success of Yarm School individuals as they complete
their Bronze and Gold Duke of Edinburgh’s Awards. This year it is particularly poignant as we
remember fondly, the incredible man who has inspired almost 7 million participants in over
130 countries to develop their own characters whilst giving back time to their communities.

Lasting legacy
HRH

to promote and continue
Today, over 490,000
the DofE Award Scheme
young people are doing their
ensuring that a true legacy
DofE across the UK and over
will continue in his name.
295,000 start a programme
Prince Philip
It is quite humbling to realise
each year, 25% of whom
founded the DofE
experience social and economic that whilst our own pupils
in 1956 to support
marginalisation and barriers to achieve goals and overcome
young people in
obstacles in their own lives, we
participation. The DofE is part
the post-war era.
are all part of the bigger scheme
of the fabric of our society, in
With his inspiring
to improve our society overall.
former headmaster, schools, colleges, universities,
By taking part in the DofE
young offender institutions,
Kurt Hahn, HRH
HRH The Duke
Award Scheme, staff members,
youth groups and more.
developed a national
of Edinburgh
former and current pupils
As we rebuild after the
programme to introduce
10 June 1921 benefit from enhancing their
young men to new interests Covid-19 pandemic, the need
9 April 2021
for DofE has never been greater. skills in: teamwork; patience;
and help them gain selfcommitment; resilience;
Through DofE, young people
confidence and a sense of
perseverance and optimism.
from all backgrounds and
purpose. The pilot with
circumstances can build the
national voluntary youth
self-belief, resilience and skills
organisations was such a
Well deserved
success that by the second they need to navigate some
of the toughest challenges
year a programme for
Congratulations to four of
any generation has had to
young women was set up.
our former pupils (listed in
face and meet an uncertain
the table below) who have
The DofE Award continued to
future with confidence.
successfully completed
evolve and in 1980 the age
In recent years, HRH Prince
range was extended so that
their Gold Awards and
Edward, supported fully by his
any young person aged 14 to
now eagerly await an
wife Sophie, has represented
24 could take part and DofE
invite to a Royal Palace to
HRH The Duke of Edinburgh
programmes took on their
receive their certificates.
current four-section format:
Participant
Volunteering
Physical
Skills
Volunteering, Physical,
Skills and Expedition, with
Conall Lacy
Supporting hockey Football
Disc Jockey
an additional Residential
coaching
section at Gold.
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Full Bronze Certificates
were awarded during the
academic year 2020-21 to:
Lauren Gallagher, Amelia
Large, Pippa Sanderson, Shilpi
Nanda, Sophie Allan, Molly
McDermott and Madeleine
Lane. Due to the restrictions in
place, the residential element
which includes the infamous
expeditions and camping,
was curtailed. Instead a
unique 2020-21 Certificate of
Achievement was set up to
acknowledge the tremendous
effort our teenagers invested
into activities beyond their
normal school routine.
At Gold level, the
following Certificates of
Achievement were awarded
to: Kaushiki Dasgupta, Natalie
Limaye, Jamie Wiltshire,
Abhinayaa Amitharaj and
Shrinidhi Mahadevan.
A remarkable number
of Fifth Years, along with
some highly organised and
Expedition

Residential

Cumbria

Band Music Week

Harry Brown

Helping elderly
in lockdown

Climbing

Drumming

Canoe
Great Glen

Canada summer
camp volunteer

Jessica Coapes

Athletics coaching

Athletics

Singing

Bavaria,
Germany

Choir tour

Phoebe Jennings

Sports leadership

Swimming

Playing an
instrument

Isle of Arran

Orchestra tour

Duke of Edinburgh Award

motivated Fourth Years, can
also be congratulated:
Lilian Dufton, Emily
Dunn, Bakaer Noble, Laura
Cunningham, Aishani Paul,
Anna Heward, Neha Patil, Josh
McGeary, Georgia Charnley,
Kaavya Venkatesh, Danny
Scott, Medha Rajeeva, Shreya
Rajesh Kumar, Amelia
Severn, Amy Willis, Parul
Sinha, Katherine Henley,
Harriet White, Jodie Hegab,
Felix Humphrys, Alexander
Nelson, Divya Hukkeri,
Caroline Louwrens, Benedict
Francis, Emily Miller, Melissa
Oliver, Jack Newson, Michael
Bashford, Shrish Nair, James
Waine, Danielle Devlin, Arhana
Pradeep, Ammar Soni and
Monisha Ravichandran.
Many more Fourth Years
are due to complete their
awards this summer. I must
also mention the phenomenal
number of new participants
in the Third Year, who, during
lockdown, have been selfmotivated to initiate sections
of their Bronze Award: 90 new
participants within one year
group! We anticipate great
achievements from this cohort.
Finally, alongside ongoing
gratitude to the various staff
and administration team who
assist with facilitating the Award
Scheme, an immense thanks
from so many former and
current pupils and colleagues
goes to Mr Michael Rye who
has almost single handedly
inspired hundreds of pupils
through their Bronze Awards
over a decade. Last summer
he passed on the mantle of
responsibility but will no doubt
continue to be fully involved
with expeditions and will
probably be found on the hills
and moorlands aiding pupils
with navigation and motivation.
We all truly thank him.
Mrs J Guest, DofE Manager

Staff and former pupils share some of their most
memorable DofE Award Scheme experiences.
A true honour
My personal involvement in the
DofE Scheme was initiated at
Idsall High School in Shropshire
by an enthusiastic Geography/
PE teacher, Mr Shortman.
Navigating our way through
hills and farmland of the
Longmynd led onto wilder more
remote settings in mid-Wales,
then the Lake District, finishing
the Gold expeditions alongside
RAF apprentices. Vaulting gates
with a huge frame rucksack
whilst donning the orange
cagoule to avoid the over-friendly
bullocks is a memory which
will take a long time to fade!
The personal skills I gained and
the fun expedition adventures I
recall fondly, were major factors
in my choice to later become a
teacher to facilitate the same
opportunities for even more
school children. Now, alongside
the administration role and
managerial role of the DofE
programme, I continue to enjoy
ventures along the Great Glen
or through the Yorkshire Dales
and Moors with our teenagers.
Their willingness and
commitment to giving their time
back to community projects through
their Volunteering sections is
inspirational, regaining the good
publicity of children’s good attitude
in society. Celebrating the success
of so many Yarm School pupils and

representing the North East at
presentation functions at both St
James’ Palace and at Buckingham
Palace garden parties have been
a true honour. – Mrs J Guest

Memorable experiences
I remember being on my Silver
Award expedition in the Cheviots
and taking a small deviation
to knock at the door of a small
cottage to see if they knew
the score in the Wimbledon
ladies tennis final! To take the
deviation (which actually added
on a mile) we had to cross a wee
burn (small Scottish stream).
I went first with my full rucksack
on and had to grab the fence at
the other side to keep balance
and make it over. As soon as I
grabbed the fence I realised from
the bolts through my arms that it
was electric and was faced with
the choice of letting go and falling
in the burn with all my rucksack
or getting more volts whilst trying
to keep it going to the other side.
Yep – wet rucksack it was.
However, we did find out the
score with a drink of lemonade
before continuing to our final camp.
Our Gold expedition in Wales was
equally eventful, wet and full of
brilliant memories. – Mrs K Gratton

Going for Gold
I was the first Gold Award holder
at Yarm School, having attained
it in 1987. In conjunction with
DT Teacher, David Dunn, and
David Hopper (in the year above),
I helped set up the pioneering
Bronze and Silver schemes and
facilitated training, practice and
assessment expeditions. It was
all great fun and resulted in me
meeting Prince Philip at Clarence
House for the Award Presentation.
– Former Pupil, R Gaskarth

Many friendships
I remember the expeditions most
fondly – it was quality time with a
small group of friends, and a real
change of pace from everyday
life. Every time you put your bag
on on the first day, you found
yourself wondering how on earth
you would manage to carry it for
the rest of the expedition, but
each time you got to the end.
Particular highlights were
on my Silver expedition, where
we had to pitch our tent for our
wild camp evening amongst a
swarm of midges which (in my
memory at least) blackened the
sky and blocked out the sun.
Lots of them inevitably made
it into the tent and I have had
better nights sleep – but we
bonded over it! – Teacher and
Former Pupil, Mr A Bridges
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It has certainly been a year for Yarm’s Combined Cadet Force to
follow the military’s key mantra of improvise, adapt and overcome.

A Force to be
reckoned with
A

lthough we have not
been able to run our
full range of training
activities and trips, the cadets
have endeavored throughout
to achieve a great deal and
make the most of the situation.
When we have been able to
do so we have paraded in year
group bubbles on Mondays
after school and the cadets
have participated in a range of
training activities with some
modifications to ensure social
distancing could be maintained.
In September we welcomed
thirteen new Third Year cadets
who quickly settled into the
contingent and have been
a very valuable addition.
All cadets have had the
opportunity to develop their
confidence with drills and use
of the cadet general purpose
rifle. We also conducted field
crafts, including camouflage
and concealment, shelter
building, outdoor cooking, first
aid, fire building and cadets
tactics. It is a testament to all
the cadets that aside from the
lockdown in the Spring Term,
the contingent has been able
to parade from October 2020
all the way through to the
end of the Summer Term.
Although we have not been
able to go on our normal
termly field days and summer
camp, we ended the year on a
really positive note with a two
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day trip in North Yorkshire.
Day one saw the cadets visit
Adrenalin where they tackled
the high ropes confidence
course, many successfully
overcoming their fear of heights
to climb, abseil and complete
a leap of faith. We also took
part in some inter-contingent
paintballing which saw
brilliant employment of cadet
tactics. In the end my team
beat Mr Spence’s team 5-1 and,
aside from a few bruises, great
fun was had by all involved.
On the second day we visited
Catterick Training Area to take
part in a range of activities run
by the Army’s Four Brigade
Cadet Training Team. Cadets
were instructed and then
participated in close-quarters
battle shooting lanes, radio
navigation tasks and a field gun
obstacle run task. Both teams
were particularly impressive
on the field gun task which
is based on a real operation
employed by the British Army
during the Boer War in 1897
which was turning into a
competition by Queen Victoria.
Despite an extremely hot
day, the cadets’ enthusiasm,
communication and teamwork
was extremely impressive as
they expertly moved a field
gun and trailer around a
circuit before dismantling it,
carrying it through an obstacle
and reassembling it on the

other side, moving it into a
firing position, discharging
rounds and returning to the
start position. We were the
last of 21 schools to participate
in the competition and we
performed brilliantly: our red
team came third overall and
the yellow team came second.
It is with sadness that we say
goodbye to our current group of
Upper Sixth cadets who have all
been members of the CCF since
Third Year. It is so unfortunate
that their final year and a half
in the contingent has been
disrupted but I want to thank
them for all their great efforts
with the CCF over the years.
From all of us at Yarm School
CCF, we wish you the best of
luck for the future and hope
you are able to come back and
join us for a CCF dinner so we
can wish you farewell properly
as a complete contingent.
I would like to take this
opportunity to express my
sincere gratitude to the
parents of our cadets for their

unfaltering support. As a Cadet
Force we have also been grateful
for the significant support
from Dr Williams over the year.
Huge thanks to Lt Bridges, Lt
Spence, Mr Addison and of
course WO2 Graham Mist for
your continued commitment
to the CCF both at weekly
training and during trips.
Finally, we say goodbye
and thank you to Miss Rooms
who has dedicated a huge
amount of time to the CCF
over the last three years; she
will be missed and we wish
her all the best in the future.
I am looking forward to
returning to ‘normality’ so I
can continue working with the
excellent group of cadets we
currently have, and I can’t wait
to take on lots of new Third
Year cadets next year. We are
already planning in hope to
run termly field days, shooting
weekends, a summer camp, a
CCF dinner and a charity event.
Mr Tim Taylor

Yarm School CCF / Community Focus

Responding to
emergencies
and protecting
our community

A

s a local on-call
firefighter, our Head of
History and Contingent
Commander Mr Tim Taylor
was part of the volunteer
effort to vaccinate the local
community against Covid-19.
Mr Taylor left the Army in
2015 to start teaching and
joined Yarm Community
Fire Station as an on-call
firefighter soon after as he

wanted to be involved in
something that would push
him physically and mentally,
all whilst allowing him
to contribute towards the
thriving local community.
This year, Mr Taylor
participated in the Brigade’s
vaccination efforts against
Covid-19, injecting people,
marshalling and providing
assistance to the front of house.

Disabilities youth
club comes to Yarm
Y

arm is launching a
youth group for young
people with disabilities.
Phab inspires and supports
disabled and non-disabled
children, young people and
adults to make more of life
together - breaking down
community barriers, reducing
social isolation, and creating
opportunities for all involved

to enjoy the same activities
and challenges side by side.
They have around 140 clubs
across England and Wales,
all run by volunteers.
Driven by Miss Hussey, Yarm
is bringing Phab to North
Yorkshire. Young people aged
11-18 with disabilities will
come onto school grounds
fortnightly for a range of fun

activities run and supported
by staff and pupils. Parents
will be invited to stay onsite
for refreshments for the
duration of the evening
(4.45pm – 6.00pm).
n To register your interest

for the club, please contact
Miss Hussey: sophie.

hussey@yarmschool.org
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Aidan
house report
S

aint Aidan of Lindisfarne
is said to have had
a great interest in
travelling the country, and
on his journey he encouraged
all those he encountered to
join him in committing acts
of good and being generous
to all, whether rich or poor.
According to The Venerable
Bede, he would “stir them
up by words and actions to
alms and good works”.
This past year has been
remarkable in lots of ways,

Bede
house report
W

hile much of our
usual House activities
could not take place
this year, Bede House have
nevertheless continued
to impress me with their
achievements and spirit. I
have been delighted by the

26

www.yarmschool.org

but the continuing service
to others and willingness to
participate in alms and good
works has been particularly
noteworthy. I have been struck
by the great generosity of
Aidanites in making donations
to various appeals over the
course of the School year –
notably the Little Sprouts Food
Bank Appeal at Christmas.
Acknowledging the gifts we
have and being open handed
in sharing these is a quality
which Aidanites have shown
this year, and proves the
significant resilience of the
members of this House.
The year began with
Discovery Day where new First
Year pupils started to get to

frequency with which those in
Bede show up in our weekly
newsletter or appear front and
centre in cultural endeavors,
with my own tutor group very
much leading the charge.
Discovery Day was a
great opportunity to get to
know the First Year; I was
very impressed by their
raft building skills and the
dexterity on display in the
drain pipe challenge. Problem
solvers and excellent team
players stood out – no doubt
some future House Captains
in the making… This year,
our House mascot Bedeles the
dog has been spying on Aidan
House in the tutor room of
their Housemaster Mr Reeve
no less. I am sure the next
chapter in the life of Bedeles
will bring joy and intrigue.
I am grateful to this year’s
outgoing team of House
Captains. Sarah Dawson,
Theo Greening, Jonny
Oakley, and Jamie Pender
have contributed so much to

know each other by completing
a range of fun and challenging
activities. Well done to Manya
Rajeeva, Ivy Addison, Gracie
Rhodes-Hildreth, and Apsara
Naguleswaran for making some
superb entries to the House
Christmas Art Competition. The
rivalry and friendship among
the Houses was very much
on show more recently in the
House sports competitions,
fought this year in separate year
group events. The support for
each other and gamesmanship
was outstanding.
I would like to thank all
pupils and students for their
continued commitment to Aidan

House, and in particular
to the House Captains for
2020-2021: Michael Chilvers,
Sandy Cunningham, Ajahne
Dorset and Maisie Riley.
I am very much looking
forward to working with
the new team of Aidan
House Captains for 20212022: Tom Crack, Emma
Weatherhead, Annabella
Burgess, and Madeleine Lane.
There are more challenges
ahead, and I am sure that our
new team of House Captains
will show their resolve and
talents over the coming year.

Bede House over their time
with us across sport, music,
drama, and much more. I am
certain their example will
have inspired many younger
pupils in Bede. Thank you
for all that you have done.
The Captains for 2021-22
will be Megan Fairley, Thomas
Howard, Vignesh Janakiraman,
and Ananya Padmanabhan.
Outstanding contributors
to Bede over the years,
and indeed in this most
unusual of years, I am sure
they will do an excellent
job. Congratulations also
to Emily Carter and Kieran
Gill who will be School
Vice Captains next year.
And so the seventh Bede

Housemaster takes a bow
after nearly fourteen years. It
has been a privilege to work
with so many dedicated and
talented pupils, students,
and colleagues over this
time. We have achieved great
things, from past glories of
sporting invincibility to the
tens of thousands of pounds
raised for good causes.
I am sure that those
in Bede will continue to
put themselves forward
under the guidance of Mr
Brogan. My final words for
Bede are those I have built
our House upon: Fortune
favours the brave.

Mr C Reeve

Dr P Prideaux

Aidan / Bede / Cuthbert / Oswald

Cuthbert
house report

so positively to ‘Yarm’s Canny
Christmas’ – our campaign
to support local food banks.
t has been wonderful to
Cuthbert House’s colossal
witness the continued
generosity seemingly knew
altruism and enthusiasm
no bounds and all donations
demonstrated by so many
were distributed amongst
of the pupils in Cuthbert
Billingham and Stockton
House – notwithstanding
Borough Foodbank and
the global pandemic.
Little Sprouts in Thornaby
In September, we were
at the beginning of the
joined by 32 new members
Christmas holidays.
at Yarm School’s Discovery
Despite disruption during
Day where pupils engaged in
the Spring and Summer
a whole host of new, covidTerms due to covid closures
friendly activities. Activities
and assessments, it has been
included a mindfulness
heart-warming to hear stories
workshop, the traditional
of pupils continuing to support
Yarm School treasure hunt
and a series of fairground style their local communities.
Some pupils performed
challenges. For many pupils,
the team building challenge to music for nearby residents
find the key to locked treasure whilst others have
become ‘pen-pals’
was a particular highlight.
with local care home
Later that term, it was
brilliant to see pupils respond residents who were

I

Oswald
house report
T

he year kicked off with
Discovery Day for all the
new First Year pupils.
Despite being a condensed
version of the usual event,
the day was a huge success
and all of the pupils really
enjoyed themselves – it was
lovely to be able to see all the
new faces joining Oswald.
Before local restrictions
were put in place due to
Covid-19, our pupils were
able to take part in a few

outdoor education
activities, including the
First Year Mountain Biking
Day with Mr Mathers.
Local lockdowns meant
there weren’t as many
opportunities for House events
this year and unfortunately,
several of our usual House
activities were unable to go
ahead as normal. However,
Oswald still pulled together to
support the wider community
where they could…
All four Houses came together
to collect donations for local
charity and foodbank, Little
Sprouts, over the Christmas
period. It was fantastic to see

unable to connect with
friends and relatives.
Finally, my thanks goes
out to all members of
Cuthbert House who have
reacted so positively this
year, but in particular to the

House Captains: William
Peacock, Bella Ruck, Dania
Khunda and Siddharth
Murali who have been
excellent this year.
Mr J Alexander

the generosity of our pupils and
their families in action, with
numerous items being donated
towards a worthy cause.
As we look forward to
next year, I wish Dr Craig
all the very best as Head
of Oswald. Finally, I would
like to congratulate my
House Captains, Olivia
Barber, Arran Brinham,
Jamie Wiltshire and Anna
Crawford, on all their work for
the House this year and the
support they have given me.
Mr D Spence
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green shoots
of recovery

drop the ‘little’ and rebrand
as ‘Sprouts’. We hope this
reflects our growth and
change as a charity without
forgetting our past!

O

ver the past eighteen
months Yarm School
has undertaken a wide
variety of activities to support
the work of local charity,
Little Sprouts. Dr Prideaux
established the School’s link
with the charity in 2019 during
a fundraising campaign run by
Bede House; the relationship
has now blossomed such that
all Houses have been involved
in gathering donations in the
run up to Christmas 2020.
Our Community Action Group
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has offered support on various
occasions, members of
staff volunteered to drive
vehicles during the first
lockdown in 2020, and our
parent association group,
the YSA, hosted an event
to fundraise money.
Mr Alexander and members
of our Community Action Group
(Siri Puthuraya, Anna Kurlose
and Iniya Raj) sat down to
undertake a virtual interview
with Debbie Fixter, co-founder
and manager of Little Sprouts.

What is ‘Little Sprouts’
and what do you do?

Little Sprouts Health and
Wellbeing is a local charity
dedicated to the health
and well-being of children,
families and vulnerable adults
in our area. We use food as an

engagement tool to identify
where we can help people,
or signpost people to other
services when we can’t help,
and also enrich people’s lives.

What is the story of
Little Sprouts?

Back in 2011 when Little
Sprouts was conceived, we
produced and delivered high
quality, nutritious meals for
children’s nurseries in the
area. Little Sprouts was the
perfect name! We then moved
into training and community
work and eventually stopped
the nursery meals, but the
name stuck as we became
more well known within the
voluntary sector. However,
we do still get queries about
nursery food and even if
we do childcare services! To
address that we are about to

How many people
do you support and
where do they live?
Covid-19 has meant a huge
change for how Sprouts has
worked, so I’ll tell you what
our covid-response looked
like and what our new
projects are moving forward.
Between March 2020 and
January 2021 we delivered:
n 11,000 food parcels to
families in the wider
Stockton area.
n 300 winter coats to children
in Thornaby and Stockton.
n 80 afternoon teas, 400
portions of fish and chips
and 50 hot turkey buns
to OAPs in Thornaby.
n 13,000 two-course meals
to vulnerable adults
living in assisted housing
in central Stockton.
n 200 school activity packs to
school children in Thornaby.
n 270 recipe bags to families
affected by Autism in
the Tees Valley area.
n 200 free school meal
top-up hampers to
families in Thornaby.
n 1200 two-course meals
to OAPS in Billingham
and Stockton.
n 315 festive food hampers
to families in the wider
Stockton area.
n 600 children’s
Christmas presents.

Little Sprouts

n 170 adult well-being

Christmas gift bags.
n 60 Christmas lunches
with all the trimmings to a
homeless hostel in central
Stockton on Christmas Day.
Moving on from Covid-19, we
are still supporting families
with an informal food bank and
advice sessions twice a week
from our Hub in Thornaby. We
are also still providing 180 twocourse meals to the assisted
living hostel in Stockton
which supports vulnerable
adults at risk of homelessness
who often suffer from drug
and alcohol dependency.
Next month we are planning
to reopen the café so the
residents can come together
to eat in a safe, friendly, nonjudgmental environment.
Following on from our fish
and chip ‘frydays’, we are
launching a new lunch club in
Thornaby in partnership with
Five Lamps, which will see
20-40 OAPs get together for
a delicious two-course lunch
and activities every Friday.
This will begin to address
the isolation issues so many
people have seen increase
during the lockdown period.
We have recently secured
a contract with Tees Active to
provide 36 weeks’ of cookery
workshops both face-to-face
and virtually, to run alongside
their ‘Light for Life’ fitness
programme. The reduction
of covid-restrictions has also
meant we have been able to
restart face-to-face Level 2 Food
Hygiene training workshops.

What does a typical day
at ‘The Hub’ look like?

The best thing about working
with the public is that
there are never two days
the same! Every morning
starts with our amazing
volunteers sorting out our
surplus food deliveries. At
11am we open the door for
people to come and choose
their groceries. We have a
section of short dated food,
usually bread and fruit and
vegetables, that is free; the
longer life food and toiletries
we supply at 5 for £1.
We try to get to know
the people, asking about
their situations so we can
see where else, other than
food, we might be able to
help them. Sometimes that
might be referring them to
Citizens Advice or another
support service; sometimes
it's arranging a fuel voucher
or simply making a phone call
as they have no phone credit.
Things start to quieten down
around 1pm so we clear up
and sort out any food that’s
left into what can be kept
for the next day and what is
taken for animal feed to the
highland cattle at Leven Bank!
A huge thank you to Debbie
and Joanne for talking to
us and thank you to all
the pupils, parents, staff
and wider community who
have supported the School’s
fundraising efforts this year.
Siri Puthuraya, Anna Kurlose
and Iniya Raj

We also spoke
with Joanne Tough,
Project Manager
at Little Sprouts…
How did you become
involved with Little Sprouts?
I first got to know Little Sprouts back
in the early days when the company
I worked for sent me on one of their
child nutrition courses. I started
following them on Facebook and a
few years later, a bit disillusioned
with my job, I contacted Debbie to
see if they could use someone with
my skill set! Happily, she invited me
for a chat and six years later I’m still
here.The work at Sprouts is so varied!
I get to use the skills I have and it
constantly challenges me to develop
new ones. It is so satisfying to have
a job where you know everyday you
have made a difference to someone’s
life. Sometimes it’s only a very
small thing but these are the most
vulnerable members of our society
and that makes it very rewarding.

Do you help people
all year round?
We never stop! We do have times
when we are ‘closed’ if you like, but
we always try to make alternative
plans so people’s needs are still met.
Unfortunately our donations of food
from the public and supermarket
surplus never quite meet the demands
we have, so most weeks we have to
do a ‘big shop’ too to ensure we have
the range of products our families
need. We are extremely thankful
to everyone who donates to us, be
it a tin of beans or a substantial
cheque, we make sure everything is
used to help the people who are in
the most need in our community.

Has lockdown had
any impacts on your
activities? Have there
been any positive aspects?
The biggest impact has been on
our face-to-face workshops: we
miss seeing smiley faces and our
cooking workshops are such good
fun! We have distributed baking
and recipe bags as a covid-safe way
to address the gap but it really isn’t
the same. Fingers crossed over the
coming month we are going to be
able to reintroduce some community
cooking into our working week.
The only ‘positive’, which I say
with a heavy heart, is we have really
highlighted the immense poverty
in some areas in the borough. This
has hugely influenced our covidresponse and, like something you
can’t unsee, will continue to shape
our community work moving forward.

Have you had to change
what you do and do you
think these changes will
stay in the long term?
I think everything we usually do has
changed during Covid-19 because it
requires close contact with people,
but I think the changes will only
last as long as they need to for
safety. We cannot wait to get back
to doing what we love, cooking with
different members of our amazing
community to improve health and
well-being and enriching lives!
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This year we say goodbye to two of our Heads of House:
Bede’s Dr Prideaux (right) is leaving post after 13½ years to
take over as Head of Physics and Mr Spence who has been
Head of Oswald since September, 2020 takes up the post of
Head of Design Technology. We spoke to them both to learn
more about their experience as Heads of House and to see
if they had any words of wisdom for their successors.

end of an era
When did you become
Head of Bede and what
is your first significant
memory in the role?

I took over from Mr Emerson
half way through the
academic year 2007-2008.
I vividly remember my first
House assembly, which was
in the marquee where the
Recital Room now stands, as
well as appointing my first set
of House Captains – Burhan,
Jessica, Ronan, and Viki.

What have been the
highlights of your time
as Head of Bede?
Bede’s seven year winning
streak at Sports Day; caroling
for the lunch queue on the last
day of term every Christmas;
the kidnap of Bedeles; the
mighty Music Quiz and telling
stories in House assemblies. I
always enjoy the House Drama
Competition – a few of my
favourites included Frozen and
What have been the
highlights of your time
as Head of Oswald?

Although my time as
Head of Oswald has
been brief I have enjoyed
the role immensely.
Collaborating with the
other Heads of House
and House Captains
on how we can bring
the School community
together for events,
help to raise money
for local charities
as well as bringing
the House together
through larger events.
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Do you have a
favourite annual
event that you’re
Midsummer’s Night Dream – and going to miss?

I still haven’t forgotten about
‘Ninja Grandma’ in Gingerbread
Girl from all those years ago!
I also fondly remember
the ‘Lion Sleeps Tonight’
flashmob; the whole House
‘assassin’ game during charity
week; our annual charity
concerts and the Great Bede
Bake Off. Of course, I also feel
privileged to have been able
to work with all of my House
Captains over the years.

What are you
going to miss most
about the role?
In truth, everything:
giving House assemblies;
celebrating the achievements
of those in Bede; giving the
Captains the chance to share
their wisdom and the annual
House Knock-Out Rock-PaperScissors Tournament. I have
loved serving Bede and will
never forget the things we
have achieved together.

What are you going to miss
most about the role?

I will miss the opportunity
to get to know each and
every tutor group that is
associated with Oswald
and introduce the new First
Years into the House system.
Understanding what the
pupils want and how they
see their House developing
is something I will miss.
What makes Oswald
House special?

House spirit. I think Oswald
has an amazing House
spirit and seeing all of the

Being involved in the
planning and supervision of
our House Drama performance
is the event I will miss the
most. The atmosphere and
goodwill behind the scenes
on the night is very special. I
do hope to continue running
the Bede caroling though!

What makes
Bede special?
During my time as Bede
Housemaster I have always
referred to us as being
a community within a
community. There are fourteen
years of current and former
pupils’ shared memories that
are unique to us, including,
perhaps, distant memories
of orange penguins, being
trees on the Paddock steps,
rock-paper-scissors, yellow
paper clips, floating lemons,
and so much more.

From the beginning, my
motto for Bede has been
‘Fortune Favours the Brave’;
you’ve got to be in it to win it
and those in Bede have always
been excellent at stepping
up and getting involved.

Do you have any
words of advice for
your successor?
If you build it, they will come.

What are you looking
forward to most about
your next role?
Physics, physics, physics…
and maybe a bit more
physics. After a great six
years building and teaching
SPaCE I’m excited to be
getting back to a (near)
full focus on the thing that
brought me into teaching
in the first place.

pupils cheering for each
other, whether that be at
sports day, House drama
or the numerous other
events, I think Oswald will
always get behind each
other and really make the
house feel like family.
Do you have any
words of advice for
your successor?

Enjoy your time as Head
of Oswald. The pupils are
always keen to get involved
and give suggestions of
what they would like to
do to help the house.

Designs on the future: Mr Spence

What are you looking
forward to most about
your next role?

The next step is always
a challenge and I am
looking forward to
seeing what challenges
my new role brings.

I am looking forward
to developing the DT
Department and opening it
up to pupils much more and
trying to get some projects
going where different year
groups can take part in a
multitude of activities.

House Goodbyes / Mental Health + Well-being

The emotional health and well-being
of our pupils is paramount to our
school ethos Educating for Life.

A

t Yarm School we
believe that happy
and healthy pupils
are more able to engage in
education and reach their full
potential. At the start of the
academic year our mission
was to support our pupils in
making a positive transition
back into the whole school
community. We achieved
this by creating positive
discussion within tutorial
time, encouraging pupils to
reflect upon their personal
strengths and the resilience
they had developed and
applied throughout lockdown.
To create positive awareness
and celebrate World Mental
Health Day on October 10th,
we took part in the ‘Hello
Yellow’ campaign to support
Young Minds – the children
and young people’s reputable
mental health service. We
invited pupils and staff to
write things they had done to
look after their own mental
health and the positive things
that they had enjoyed about
returning to school on a
bright yellow speech bubble.
Our School Officers worked
with Mrs Gratton (Head of
Middle School) and AnneMarie Hall (Emotional Health
and Well-being Practitioner)
to create an impressive notice
board for World Mental
Health Day and displayed
the yellow speech bubbles
around the whole school to
lift spirits and acknowledge
the importance of positive
mental health and well-being.

A whole school assembly
was also delivered for World
Mental Health Day and the
School Officers shared some
of their favourite messages
from the speech bubbles.
They also reflected on how
they had each looked after
their own well-being.
By taking part in this
event as a school, we were
not only able to promote
the importance for good
mental health but also raised
a total of £315 in support
of Young Minds Charity.
Many thanks to pupils and
parents for their support.

Providing additional
support for students

With a further lockdown
implemented after Christmas,
we acknowledged the
importance of supporting
our pupils’ motivation
levels during this extended
time at home and provided
morale-boosting weekly
challenges including
‘Motivational Mondays’
and ‘Feel Good Fridays’.
We designed both individual
and family challenges in such
a way so that everyone could
get involved
and generate

some feel-good vibes, whilst
supporting pupils to remain
focused and positive about
their week ahead. A number
of additional supportive
techniques were also
employed to help pupils
with their preparation for
returning to school.
More recently during Mental
Health Awareness Week (May
10th – May 16th), all tutor
groups focused on this year’s
theme of ‘being in nature’
with an assembly and other
related tasks. The Community
Action Group, with the support
of Ms Blakemore, produced
a creative and colourful
wall display in the Tate
Building that incorporated
nature and ideas on how
to positively look after
your mental health.
The importance of
looking out for each

other has been highlighted
throughout the academic year
and it has been wonderful to
see pupils recognise when a
friend needs some support.
Pupils have been brilliant in
accessing either 1:1 or group
support through their tutor,
Head of Year, Mrs Gratton,
Dr Goodall and Anne-Marie
Hall. We have all learnt a
great deal about our mental
health and well-being and
the importance of being part
of a strong and supportive
school community.
Everyone at Yarm School
has really worked hard to
look after each other and
this togetherness, support
and resilience is something
we can certainly use as a
positive reference point
when we look back.
Anne-Marie Hall
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speak louder
than words
I

t has been a very strange
year for charitable
organisations and
volunteers. Many charities’
traditional revenue streams
have been adversely affected
by the coronavirus outbreak.
Lockdowns have forced
charities to close the doors to
their shops and offices, while
organisers have cancelled
numerous fundraising events,
and businesses have been
forced to slash their charitable
budgets. Meanwhile, more
and more people are suffering
from the catastrophic effects
of Covid-19. At a time when
fundraising and volunteering
is at its most difficult, the
need in our communities
is greater than ever.
We have found ourselves
negotiating the (often
baffling) maze of government
guidelines: year group only
bubbles (meaning we have
dearly missed the support of
our loyal Third and Fourth
Year pupils), no direct contact
with money, no visits to
other organisations, and no
fundraising activities where
year groups might mix.
Always willing to rise to the
challenge, however, we have
worked hard to continue the
work we started last year.
We began our efforts with
a collection for The Hygiene
Bank. This national charity,
started in 2018, believes
everyone should have access
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to basic hygiene products
such as soap, toothpaste
and laundry detergent –
things most of us take for
granted. Determined to
help this very worthwhile
cause, we established
numerous drop-off points
across the School site. We
were delighted with our
collection of a massive eight
bin bags/boxes of toiletries.
This campaign also saw our
first foray into the world of
radio journalism, with Aimee
Robinson and Chloe Atkinson
being interviewed about the
appeal on BBC Radio Tees!

Sending some
Christmas cheer

In the run up to Christmas,
we worked with the KS3
tutor team to write and send
Christmas cards to people
living in local care homes.
Residents of Victoria House,
Ayresome Court, Roseworth
Lodge and Park House
(amongst others), received
a Christmas card with good
wishes for the season and
also a description of the
pupil’s favourite Christmas
memory. Hopefully the
cards will have helped raise
the spirits of some of the
most vulnerable members
of our community – some
of whom had been isolating
since March 2020 and
were not likely to have

seen their families over
the Christmas period.
As Easter approached,
we were keen to get started
on another project. Having
reached out to local charities,
we decided upon an Easter egg
collection for Little Sprouts,
a local charity committed to
using food and nutrition to
support vulnerable people
in our area. Once again, we
were dazzled by the generosity
of the School and were
delighted to make a donation
of 207 chocolate eggs.
In the busy Summer Term,
we focused our efforts on a

project in school. To mark
Mental Health Awareness
Week, we worked with the
First and Second Year pupils to
create a display to encourage
all members of our community
to be mindful of their own
mental health needs.
I would like to wish the
Upper Sixth pupils the very
best of luck at their chosen
universities and thank them for
two years of very loyal service.
I look forward to
working with next year’s
Community Action Group!
Ms H Blakemore

Community Action Group / Eco-Schools

Yarm's Planet

protectors
T

he year got off to a great
start with an upcycling
and eco-competition
inspired by Tenuk Mendis
who saved some tadpoles
from inside a bottle. After
re-introducing them into
a local water source, he
recycled the bottle he found
them in. The winners were
Amy Willis and Megan
Broadhead who upcycled
pallets into a wonderful
bench for employees at a

local business to enjoy. Evie
Severn was a close runner-up
with a bedside light she made
from a recycled milk bottle!
The Eco-Schools Committee
met virtually to prepare
the School’s application
for the Green Flag Award
and we considered what
we can continue to do as
a school community to
protect our environment…
Eco-reps led the way in
tutorials, gathering suggestions
and ideas for the School’s new
eco-code. They introduced
the new eco-code, which was
designed by Lower Sixth Form
student, Mia Mack, to their
tutor groups through a Google

Meet tutorial and it is proudly
displayed around the School.
Environmental awareness
has also been present across
the curriculum in many
different subjects which were
included in our Green Flag
application. Particularly
praised were examples of
recycled garments produced
in Textiles and creative Ecopictures designed in Art.
Mr Grimwood kept the herb
garden alive with members
of the Second Year and pupils
were encouraged to produce
their own healthy food through
a Google Classroom set up by
Mr Thompson. It has been a
packed year, especially given

the lockdown and the recent
remote learning experiences!
After working extremely
hard, going through our
Eco-Schools Action Plan and
Environmental Review via
Google Meets to ensure we
are able to evidence all of
the amazing things we do as
a school, we were awarded
our fifth Eco-Schools Green
Flag Award this year! Many
thanks to all those
who helped
us gain this
accreditation!
Mrs G Leary

Left: Evie Severn’s recycled milk carton night
light. BELOW: Celebrating our fifth Eco-Schools
Green Flag Award! RIGHT: Amy Willis and Megan
Broadhead with their upcycled bench
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Yarm School’s Debating Society meets every week
during Tuesday Activities to tackle some of the biggest
questions with the least straightforward answers.

Join the
T

he Debating Society
covers a myriad of
topics including:
politics, philosophy, culture,
social injustice, ethics,
religion and many more. We
are very much a studentled society, meaning that
the L6 themselves chose
the motions for our weekly
debates. Some of the motions
we have covered this year:
n This House believes
that art is dead
n This House believes
in the soul
n This House always prefers
the book to the film
n This House believes
that all age restrictions
should be abolished
n This House would never lie
n This House believes that
Christmas has lost its way
n This House believes
that Britain should
pay reparations for
its colonial past
n This House believes that
all you need is love
n This House would
make the Covid-19
vaccination compulsory
n This House would rather
live fast and die young
We also vary the format
and style of the debates
with students having the
opportunity to debate using
both the Debating Matters
style format and the British
Parliamentary format.
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Despite the pandemic,
we were able to take YSDS
outside of Tuesday Activities
and expand our membership
to other year groups; Fifth
Year members joined us
remotely for weekly debates
and we attended an online,
interactive Debating Matters
Debate on whether or not egg
freezing empowers women.

Points of Information
Fifth Year pupils, Will Craggs
and Parul Sinha, showed
themselves capable of
competing with participants
from all over the world (who
were often two years their
senior) after making it to
the quarter finals of the
prestigious Oxford Schools
Debate Competition.
They performed admirably
and just missed out on a
place in the semis. Mr Brash
and I were impressed with
the clarity of thought and
calmness under pressure
demonstrated by all five
pairs (Mia Mack and
Maddie Lane, Jodie Hegab
and Kaavya Venkatesh,
and Gabriel Ade-Browne
and Himank Kulkarni) at
the regional heats against
tough motions like ‘should
doctors lie to their patients
for their own good?’ and
‘should one’s own identity
influence one’s views on
certain social justice issues?’

reasoned reasoning: This
year, our Inter-House Debate
Competition was live-streamed.
Meanwhile, Parul Sinha (left)
and Will Craggs (right) debated
their way through a series of
challenging and gruelling motions
to gain valuable experience.

In the Inter-House Debate
Competition, Aidan’s
Abhinav Ramisetty and
Shilpi Nanda and Oswald’s
Ananya Singh and Owen
Reed faced Bede’s Ananya
Padmanabhan and Gabriel
Ade-Brown and Cuthbert’s
Dominic Green and Cavan
Harland on the motion “This
House would rather do a science
degree than a humanities
degree.” All eight spoke
eloquently and persuasively,
offering frequent rebuttals
and points of information,
and defending themselves
admirably in front of
gruelling questions from
Dr Williams, Mrs Leary
and Mr Morton. In the end,
the proposition (Bede and
Oswald) emerged victorious
due to a wider range of
more concrete examples.
In the final, Bede argued
in favour and Oswald argued
against “This House would
rather be liked than right.” After
some outstanding introductory
speeches, with name checks
from intellectual heavy
weights as diverse as Aristotle,

Galileo and Donald Trump,
it was on to the rigorous
questioning from our judges
Miss Gamble, Mr Edwards and
the formidable Headmaster
himself, Dr Williams. The
debaters handled themselves
with the skill and verbal
dexterity that has become
the norm. It was then over to
our audience of L6 students
to ask their own questions
before closing speeches
wrapped up proceedings…
Oswald’s Ananya S and
Owen convinced the judges
that it was better to be right,
than liked and therefore
walked away victorious.
The Yarm School Debating
Society offers students a
unique format in which to
discuss almost any topic
imaginable. The skills they
learn are applicable not only
across the curriculum but
also to so many aspects of
life beyond school and the
world of work – I strongly
encourage anybody in Fourth
Year or above to sign up!
Mr A Bridges

Debating Society / Politics Society

In a year of innovation and adaptation in terms of
restrictions, the Politics Society sought to reformulate
its approach to hosting events and speakers.

Politics

in a pandemic
D

espite restrictions due to
Covid-19, it was another
dramatic year in terms
of political happenings, with
students keen to explore
and investigate matters
of local, national and
international importance.
With students in school
but unable to welcome guest
speakers onto the School site,
or else at home and operating
remotely, it is testament to
their appetite and energy
that the year maintained a
dynamic level of engagement.
Students participated in a
number of online lectures:
n Sophia Gaston, Director,
British Foreign Policy Group
delivered a lecture from
Newcastle University on
‘President Biden: a clean
slate, a correction to the
norm, or more of the same?’
n Dr Mike Martin, Visiting
Professor in War Studies,
King’s College, London
gave a defence lecture
on ‘Why do we fight?
Evolutionary neuroscience
meets conflict studies.’
n From the Centre for Applied
Human Rights at the

Sophia Gatson

Dr Mike Martin

University of York
came a remote seminar
on ‘The challenges for the
global LGBT+ community
during COVID’, with human
rights defenders joining
from Belarus and Kenya.
n Gavin Esler delivered a
fascinating lecture from
the University of York:
‘How Britain Ends: English
Nationalism and the
Rebirth of Four Nations’

A number of events of global
significance prompted the
senior students to gather
together resource materials for
the wider school community,
as well as debate the issues and
write articles for the School
newsletter. These included:
n Black Lives Matter
n US presidential election 2020
n Holocaust Memorial 2021
For the Presidential election all
Politics students were joined
remotely by Professor Tom
Holyoke live from California
for his insight and response
to questions as a political
analyst and commentator on
US Presidential elections.

Gerald Hayo

Katsiaryna Borsuk

pursuing politics:
Keen to explore and
investigate matters
of local, national
and international
importance, our students
embraced technology
to engage with the
issues of the day.

We also arranged for remote
sessions with Stockton South
MP Matt Vickers and a study
session with the UK Parliament.
We were delighted that
Ananya Padmanabhan and
Emily Carter were selected to
participate in the nationwide
McWhirter Conference of

Gavin Esler

Tom Holyoke

2021. Students also took the
opportunity to write and
submit to the school newsletter
a total of 16 books reviews
on contemporary political
works, as well as enter essay
writing competitions.
Mr S Edwards

US Presidential Election
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the

winner

takes it all
I

n September,
eighteen students
embarked on a
journey to becoming
this year’s Yarm
Apprentice, but only
one would walk
away with the title.
This year the
pupils faced four
tasks put to them
by five Lords
Sugar, including
designing a range

“It was hard work but I
thoroughly enjoyed the process
and found it very rewarding. I
learnt a lot and believe it will be
extremely useful for university
and job applications. My favourite
activity was when we made
a video craft tutorial! I would
definitely recommend putting
yourself forward for Yarm
Apprentice because it’s interesting,
fun and teaches a lot.”
2021 Yarm Apprentice
runner-up: Abhinav

36

www.yarmschool.org

of Yarm School memorabilia
for former pupils, branding
and pitching a new shampoo
product, creating and
filming a craft tutorial for
7-11 year olds and proposing
detailed plans for a whole
school community event.
Maddy Jackson stood
victorious, winning
this year’s competition,
with Abhinav Ramisetty
a close runner-up.
At the end of the process,
all eighteen students
convened for one final time
to conclude the competition
to ballot and justify their
choice of outstanding
apprentices
throughout the
process, all whilst
enjoying cookies
and hot chocolate
as a reward for

their endeavours. Peer
Awarded Prizes across
all tasks were given to:
Best Leader Maddy
Best Team Player Abhinav
Best Creative Spirit Abhinav

Thank you to Mr Menzies for
his assistance once again
with YA and for being a
superb Claude, and to Sodexo
for providing the treats.
Thank you also to the five
fabulous Lords Sugar, Miss
Henderson, Mr Newman,
Mr Alexander, Mrs Heward
and Mr Boddy. Finally,
of course, thank you to
the amazing Lower Sixth
competitors for making YA so
enjoyable and worthwhile!
I’m already thinking
of ideas for YA 2022…

What their
peers said…
Maddy:
n Was always open to listening
to everyone’s suggestions
and gave everyone roles
so they weren’t left out
n Split tasks to suit people’s
skills and was good
at delegating roles
n Was devoted to every task

Abhinav:
n Had an outside-thebox way of thinking
n Was always willing
to take on more jobs
and help others

Miss C E Rhodes

what the apprentices said:
I thought it was a
great opportunity
to learn new skills
whilst working
with a team, and I
can use this moving
forwards.

It was really fun
and enjoyable, even
when the result
of tasks was not
as I’d hoped.

It helped me to
be more active
in discussion and
think outsidethe-box.

The activity lived
up to and exceeded
my expectations,
even when we
had to deal with
the restrictions
related to Covid-19.

Yarm Apprentice

Yarm Apprentice
winner, Maddy proved
to be a spirited and
passionate worker,
prepared to participate
in anything. We
caught up with her
after her win...
How did it feel to win Yarm
Apprentice 2019/20

Winning Yarm Apprentice
was extremely rewarding. I
was thrilled that the time and
energy I had put into the process
to winning, though I equally
appreciated that throughout the
process I had a great deal of fun
and gained valuable new skills.

What did you learn
during the process?

I gained such a broad range of
skills which I can take forward
in future studies and work, I
know they will apply to any path
I take. These vary from pitching,
working in or leading a team,
or working against a brief and
developing a new concept… the
list goes on. How to work under
pressure with tight deadlines
was also a valuable lesson. The
experience also taught me a lot
about myself and possibly how
to better approach challenging
situations in the future.

Why WOULD you RECOMMEND someone
take part in yarm apprentice?
n It’s great fun
n It pushed me to think about
things I wouldn’t have before
n It’s a real insight into a
business environment
n It’s helpful to build
employability skills
n It helps social and
problem solving skills

I loved the
independence we
had during the
tasks. We had to
think of creative
ideas, plans and
solutions.

n It helps to
identify things about
both yourself and others
which you may not
have known before
n It will help with your
future career paths
n It provides experiences
hard to find elsewhere

I really enjoyed
putting together
videos and
prototypes, as
it was a great
opportunity to
be creative.

I enjoyed being
able to come
up with our
own ideas and
being able to
present them.

Would you recommend
YA to L6 and why?

I couldn’t recommend taking
part in YA enough, whether
you are studying business
and/or economics or not. I
found it to be such a unique
opportunity which was well
thought through and organised
by Miss Rhodes; it challenged
and stretched me in ways I
would never have expected.
YA teaches and develops
invaluable life skills and
experiences, as well as allowing
you to work with new people
which I found particularly
enjoyable. If you’re looking
for something you’ll be able to
take pride in and something
you’ll remember for a very long
time, I would recommend YA.

What are your ambitions
in the future
After my A Levels I hope
to study Law at university
but I am still undecided
whether I want to go down
a traditional law path such
as a solicitor or barrister.
Equally the idea of working
for a think tank really appeals
to me. In all of these fields I
can confidently say the skills
I have gained from YA will be
a huge benefit and are greatly
transferrable.

What was your favourite
task and why?

Although I enjoyed most aspects
of all the tasks, my favourite had
to be the ‘Craft Tutorial Video
Task.’ The whole group had
fun in undertaking this task;
we were able to be extremely
creative which was a welcome
change to the numerical side
of business. I really enjoyed
making the video alongside
Connor, presenting in front
of a camera and putting
on a performance,
getting into the task at
hand. We all put a lot of
work into the challenge
and so there was an
overwhelming sense of
pride in the team and in
myself when we went
on to win the task.
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The business of
T

his year the Economic/
Business Society had its
most diligent and dynamic
leader of recent times, as
Jamie Pender enthusiastically
took on the role of Chair. Despite
the restrictions of year group
bubbles, the Society thrived and
the range of talks expanded.
Abhinav Ramisetty
examined the Government’s
economic response to
Covid-19, before proposing
ways to stimulate economic
recovery and also how
this could be funded. His
suggestion that taxes
on pensioners could be
increased was rather
controversial and elicited
a range of responses.
Hugh Hawthorne
discussed drugs as
demerit goods and the
economic arguments for
and against legalisation.
Meanwhile, Olivia Davies
examined the cashless
society which provoked
lots of interesting discussion.
Jamie introduced a
fascinating TED talk on
‘Financial inclusion, the money
divide and the future of cash’,
before leading his peers in an
animated, enthusiastic and
engaging group discussion.
Abhinav returned and had
independently investigated
Kahneman’s Prospect
Theory on the two ways we
make choices: fast, intuitive
thinking, and slow, rational
thinking. He gave multiple
examples of how this could be
applied to the real world and
how an appreciation of our
lack of rationality really can
benefit all economic agents.
Gautam Sathyamurthy
opted to speak about famous
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economists.
He chose
to steer
clear of the
predictable
Smith, Keynes and Friedman
and instead spoke about the
theories of Ricardo, Marx
and Marshall. He linked
their thoughts to what we
still base our studies on
today and, after a wellresearched and received
talk, his peers shared their
thoughts, linking politics,
philosophy, business, history
and even “A Christmas Carol”.
Owen Reed examined the
links between economics and
sport. This was done from
both a macro perspective
(the proportion of GDP from
sport) and a micro slant
(the positive and negative
externalities), before there
was consideration of the
impact which Covid-19

has had on sport. This
sparked debate on the
desirability of further
government intervention.

Looking to the future
What will replace department
stores? Are we seeing the
end of the High Street? Are
Amazon stores going to
become the norm? These are
just some of the questions
raised in Lily Cordwell-Smith’s
superbly researched and
fascinating presentation.
Jamie discussed his
experience of applying for
an internship/gap year with
IBM. He spoke in depth about
the application process used
for competitive job roles and
placement schemes and
talked about his successful
application for IBM’s Futures
Scheme for gap year students,
specifically the business

roles internship, before
answering an extensive
range of questions.
Dominic Green pondered
such questions as ‘Should
we be worried about China
economically?’ ‘What are the
limitations of the Chinese
economy?’ ‘How might
they need to diversify?’ and
‘How will their geographic
location limit them or make
them enter a kind of proxy
war with America?’
As we bid a sad farewell
to our keen and committed
Economic Chair, Jamie Pender
(who has already promised
to return for a Working
Lunch next year), we begin
the process of applications
for his successor and we
look forward to another
exciting series of meetings
in the new school year.
Miss C E Rhodes

Economics Society / Working Lunches

stars
Reach for the
I

n a year where inviting
visitors into school for faceto-face encounters was not
really feasible, the Economics
and Business Department
endeavoured to nevertheless
continue with the ever popular
Working Lunch programme.
For much of the year the
Lower Sixth convened in one
room with Miss Rhodes and
the Upper Sixth convened in
another room with Eco/Bus
Society Chair, Jamie Pender,
in charge. However, during

lockdown we all came together
virtually from our respective
living rooms and offices. Our
visitors joined us via Google
Meet throughout the year.

inaugural group of fourteen
Lower Sixth students met
weekly through the Summer
Term and developed original
wall displays to highlight
their own areas of interest
and to raise awareness of
FAME Society
Business and Economic
themes amongst the wider
This year also saw the launch
school community.
of the FAME Society: an
We are really grateful to
opportunity for those planning
our fabulous body of former
careers relating to Finance,
pupils who again gave so
Accounting, Management
freely of their time, not only
and Economics to meet and
for my Working Lunches
discuss common themes. The

but also to offer additional
support and guidance to our
current cohort of students.
We are also thankful to those
who were interviewed for
the newsletter and FAME
Google Classroom, and who
suggested reading material
and other activities to the
Sixth Form. We look forward
to more Working Lunches
next year, and hopefully
more face-to-face meetings.
Miss C E Rhodes

This year’s engaging speakers and topics included:
Naman Garg

Aditya Chaudhury

Sophie Allick

Matthew Walker

Michael Lister

Ben Dickinson

n Oxford Economics
n Graduate careers
with Barclays
n Behavioural
economics

n Economics at Bath
n The value of
Spring Week and
internships

n Business at
Newcastle
n How her career
has led her to
Jo Malone

n Economics at Leeds
n Studying abroad
in Canada
n His plans to
pursue a career
in Investment
Management

n Oxbridge
Economics
n How to apply
to Oxbridge

n His DHL placement
project managing
n The chartered
accountancy
exam exemptions
his degree from
Newcastle
gained him

Laura Marriott

n Careers with
KPMG
n The benefits
of degree
apprenticeships
vs university

Aditya Chaudhury

Austin Ridley

Daniel Orlopp

n Pursuing a master’s
at Lancaster
n His PhD plans
Philippa Ridley

n Loughborough
Economics
n How she secured
her Year in Industry
with Unilever

Ben Dickinson

Daniel Orlopp

n His application for
an apprenticeship
with EY
n The first year of
his apprenticeship
with EY

Laura Marriott

Leena Mohammed

Leena Mohammed

n International
Management
at Lancaster
n Making the most
of your university
experience

Matthew Walker

Naman Garg

Taran Sidhu

n Accounting
and Finance at
Newcastle
n His placement year
at Goldman Sachs
International Bank

Olivia Weatherhead

Olivia Weatherhead

n Her career in
Management
Consultancy

Sophie Allick

Taran Sidhu
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choices
Like many other curriculum
areas at Yarm, Careers
provision found itself having
to innovate throughout
this academic year.

D

enied some of the usual
career platforms – not
least the biennial
Career Convention – this
year has witnessed a number
of ‘remote’ Career Cluster
events. These popular
events still attracted sizeable
audiences keen to listen
and interact with a diverse
range of expert panelists.
We held an event focused
on ‘Health Professions’
involving people working in
general practice, dentistry,
midwifery, physiotherapy,
pharmacy and optometry. A
‘Gap Year’ event connected
the audience with former
pupils sharing their
experiences of gap years, as
well as a gap year provider
from Africa Asia Adventure.
Another Cluster event
focused on the dynamic
careers within law, pulling
together a dozen guests,
many of whom were former
students, now studying,
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training or working with
various capacities including
solicitors at the Endeavour
Partnership, a Senior Crown
Prosecutor barrister, as
well as guests working
in fields related to law.
Preparation for interviews
is a crucial part of the Careers
Department provision and
this extends to all members
of the Upper Sixth. With
some deft juggling, all of
these were able to be held
in person, consisting of 90
interviews, 19 interviewers,
and covering 36 different
subject areas. We were
able to utilise questions
submitted from professional
external sources, enhancing
the quality and authenticity
of these interviews.
Those students applying
for Medicine, Dentistry and
Veterinary Science also
engaged in a session of
Multiple Mini Interviews
(MMIs). Seventeen students

experienced eleven different
stations during these
interviews with members
of staff. The focus of the
interviews included the
topics of ethics, teamwork,
the NHS, communication,
integrity, critical thinking,
resilience and calculations.

Additional mentoring
support for students

Another innovation this year
saw was all members of the
Lower Sixth were assigned
a career mentor in addition
to the advice and guidance
that is offered throughout
their Sixth Form career by
their tutor. These additional
guides conducted telephone
and in-person interviews to
assist them in formulating
their post 18 plans.
Almost 100 pupils in the
Fifth Year were involved
in a series of online
interviews as part of their
Morrisby career advice
and guidance programme.
Following on from nearly
two hours of previous
psychometric testing
developed in conjunction
with industry experts, and
generating a detailed report

of abilities, aptitudes and
interests, the interview
is designed to further
explore opportunities
for the pupils’ futures.
This year we adapted the
process to allow for the
professional, external
interviewers to conduct
Zoom-based interviews.
Third Year pupils were
also introduced to Morrisby
Careers, online testing and
advice to begin to give shape
to their future directions
and aspirations. There was
also a sizeable increase
in pupils engaging in
individual InvestIN remote
work experiences, including
a session delivered by the
company directly to the
Sixth Form. The increased
use of online classrooms
has fortuitously provided
an effective space for
disseminating information
and opportunities to pupils.
And now as we turn our
thoughts to next year, the
Careers Department is
looking with excitement
at some developments in
provision for the lower years
and at the Prep School.
Mr S Edwards, Head of Careers

Careers / Psychology

Yarm’s A Level Psychology course continues to grow in
popularity every year at Yarm, with next year’s Lower Sixth
set to be the largest in the department’s history.

Getting ahead in

Psychology
S

tudying Psychology
opens up a myriad of
future career paths,
with recent cohorts going on
to study university courses
as diverse as Medicine,
Veterinary studies, Law,
Mathematics, Art, English,
Criminology and, of course,
Psychology itself.
A noticeable trend in recent
years is those applying
for Medicine opting for
the subject with greater
frequency in recognition
of the benefits it brings in
developing key skills like
critical thinking. Psychology
is also very beneficial to
other careers in business,
the arts and teaching. The
department prides itself
on the support it gives
students and the recognition
that the distinctinction

between academic and
pastoral is entirely false.
Well supported students
are successful students.
Psychology is more than
simply studying for exams.
The Psychology Film Club
provides students with the
opportunity to get together
to watch a movie and then
discuss the psychological
themes and possible meanings
of the film. It has proven
to be a great way to bring
students together and expose
the importance of psychology
in all walks of life, and this
continued with the use
of technology during the
third national lockdown.
As a purely A Level subject,
the department actively
works to shift the balance
in terms of how students
interact with their studies.

As Sixth Form students, they
are treated like adults and
the learning journey that
they are on is a partnership
between teacher and student.
Students thrive in an
environment where they are
given agency and ownership
of their own learning as they
build toward the next stage
of their academic journey.
The outgoing Upper
Sixth have perhaps had
the toughest time as a
result of the Covid-19
pandemic, with both their
years at A Level disrupted
by national lockdowns
and school closures. They
have shown exceptional
resilience in overcoming
those challenges and we are
extremely proud of them all.
Mr J Brash

What has
been the best
thing about
studying
Psychology?
“Psychology has provided me with
knowledge and skills that can be
applied to my other studies. Not
only are the lessons fun due to
the whole class working together,
but the teaching ensures you
are confident in your studies. It
has made me excited to study
Psychology at university.”
Isobel Francis-Jones
“Psychology is enjoyable as it
welcomes people with a wide
range of subject combinations.
This enables you to work with
different people and varied
learning styles in order to expand
your understanding of topics.”
Olivia Barber
‘Psychology is by far my favourite
department. A friendly working
environment along with helpful,
patient staff allows you to
work to your true potential and
more. The subject is extremely
interesting and always leaves you
wanting to know more – I couldn’t
recommend Psychology enough!’
Kaia Harte
“Psychology has been my
favourite subject to study at
A Level. Not only is the content
enjoyable but I really feel at
home in the Psychology
Department. I know I’m going
to really miss the lessons!”
Isabelle Leader
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Yarm students make it
W

e have soldiered on with
our UKMT activities
despite some being a
little curtailed due to Covid-19
restrictions. In October, we held
the Mathematics Olympiad
for Girls. This is a particularly
fiendish two-hour examination
that requires a high degree of
talent, courage, determination
and perseverance. Rebecca
Keetley from the Lower Sixth
and Lily Brown from the Upper
Sixth were brave enough
to put themselves forward.
Both scored excellently and
there was only one mark to
separate them, however the
pair narrowly missed the merit
which is awarded to the top
25% of the very strong field.
This year, for the first
time, we ran the UKMT
Senior Maths Challenge
digitally rather than using
the traditional pencil and
paper method. Out of our
28 exclusively Lower Sixth
entrants, we still reaped
an impressive harvest of 3
Gold Awards, 6 Silvers and
10 Bronzes. Our three golden
mathematicians qualified
for the Senior Kangaroo:
Abhinav Ramisetty was
yet again Best in School,
with Rebecca Keetley and
Gautam Sathyamurthy hot
on his heels. All three sat
the Senior Maths Kangaroo
in December; Rebecca and
Abhinav placed in the top 25%
and achieved merits, with
Gautam very narrowly missing
this threshold. Abhinav
was again Best in School,
extending his impressive
pedigree in these events.
Last year’s Intermediate
UKMT Mathematics Kangaroo
and Olympiad results were
eventually marked and
returned. Pupils sat these
papers in March 2020; the
qualifiers had done extremely
well in the first round of the
Intermediate Maths Challenge
sat in February, the month
before. We had six Third Year
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summing up (above) Abhinav Ramisetty, Rebecca Keetley and Gautam Sathyamurthy qualifed for the
prestigious Senior Kangaroo. Abhinav and Keya Shah (inset) qualified for the Maclaurin and Cayley Olympiads
respectively, with both achieveing merits after finishing in the top 25% of an exceptionally strong field.

pupils for
the Grey
Kangaroo:
Kayla Roberts, James Waine,
Yusuf Syed, Toma Saha, Jacob
Rutter and Michael Elsaify.
Kayla was the top performer
and impressively achieved
a merit. James and Yusuf
were a narrow joint second.
From the then Fourth and
Fifth Year, we had seven
participants for the Pink
Kangaroo: Tyler Brown,
Rebecca Keetley, Ananya
Padmanabhan, Michael
Shipman, Sam Dunkin, Sarah
Mhando and Ananya Singh.
Tyler was the top performer,
admirably achieving a merit,
with Rebecca a narrow second.
Two of our pupils qualified
for the even more prestigious
Olympiad examinations:
Abhinav Ramisetty sat
the Maclaurin Olympiad
with Keya Shah sitting
the Cayley. Both Abhinav
and Keya achieved merits
which is a tremendous
achievement as only 25%
of the exceptionally strong
field are awarded these.

February saw our top
mathematicians from Fifth
Year only sit the Intermediate
Maths Challenge. We still
entered 30 individuals and
reaped an impressive harvest of
certificates comprising 8 Gold, 11
Silver and 8 Bronze. Our golden
pupils included: Tyler Brown,
Ihsaan Mahmood, Shrish Nair,
Aishani Paul, Siya Puthuraya,
Medha Rajeeva, Parul Sinha
and Kaavya Venkatesh. Parul
was Best in School, with
Shrish a narrow second and
Siya in third. All of our gold
certificate winners qualified
for the even more difficult Pink
Kangaroo which was sat just
before the Easter holidays.

Accepting the challenge
Each year Newcastle University,
School of Mathematics,
Statistics and Physics runs a
Maths Challenge (for Second
Years and under) and a
Senior Maths Challenge (for
Fourth Years and under).
Entrants completed a series of
challenging and fun problems
over the February Half Term

and submitted solutions
directly to the university. We
encouraged our Fourth Year
pupils, as well as a handful
from younger year groups,
to participate as part of their
mathematical enrichment.
Newcastle University received
a total of 455 entries and it is
very pleasing to report that
Yarm School had six certificate
winners: Fourth Years James
Bannar-Martin, Ammar Soni,
Sophia Kusterer and Kitty
Brown; Third Year Nila Baskar
and Prep School pupil, Natasha
Pointon. Our five prize winners
comprised Rushil Partha,
Junior Newton, Jennifer Chan
and Roman Andrews from
Fourth Year, as well as Second
Year pupil Avanish Batra.
For the Junior Maths
Challenge, nearly 150 of our
pupils from First and Second
Year sat this examination to
enrich their mathematical
education. We eagerly await
their results, as well as the
results of our Intermediate
Kangaroo participants.
Mr M Pointon

UKMT / Mathematics

Adding real
I

value

t’s been another strange
year for everyone. Plans
have changed left, right
and centre and we have
had to adapt double-quick
in the Maths Department.
As things slowly return
back to normal we look
forward to the forthcoming
academic year where some
of our regular experiences
can become more routine. At
this point it would usually
be customary to mention
our famous Maths Camp
residential but sadly it did
not go ahead. Our fingers are
firmly crossed for next year.
Upon reflection across
the year, the general feeling
from the department is one
of pride. We are proud of how
pupils have coped during this
adversity and overall progress
has been good in all year
groups despite the shifting
landscapes. We would urge
pupils to take time to reflect
on their achievements in
the subject. Our exam year
groups (Fifth Year and Upper
Sixth) are no exception and
have coped very well with
the constant shift of their
public exam goalposts. They
have kept their eyes firmly
on the prize and worked
with incredible focus.
There has been another
huge effort this year from
a significant number of
our pupils and Mr Pointon,
Master in Charge of Maths
Challenges. To date, these

have included individual
Intermediate and Senior
Maths Challenges and the
subsequent qualifying rounds
(Kangaroo and Olympiad)
for the UK Maths Trust. The
Junior Maths Challenge
is set for the summer
term with 100 entries.

Yarm successes
continue to add up

Olympiad qualifiers Abhinav
Ramisetty and Keya Shah
deserve a mention for their
fantastic successes. There
was a steep learning curve for
pupils here as the challenges
moved away from paper and
onto an online platform. It
has also been lovely to see
a number of pupils lower
down the school entering
the Maths Challenges issued
by Newcastle University
as well as competitions
launched on International
Day Of Mathematics (14th
March) by AMSP and MEI.
Once again there has
been a healthy interest in
Oxbridge maths sessions
thanks to Mr Taylor’s
enthusiasm and a number
of the Upper Sixth applied
to read maths and related
subjects. Congratulations
to Atticus Garlick who was
offered a place to read
Maths and Philosophy at
Oriel College, Oxford.
Despite some logistical
issues in running maths

clinics, they have been well
attended by a good number of
pupils in the Fifth Year and
Upper Sixth. Special shout out
to Ben White from Upper Sixth
and to Poppy Gratton, Belle
Woodhead, Toby Simpson and
Oliver Greenaway as well as
several others from Fifth Year.
The return to school in
March has made us all
think about the benefits of
physically being at school,
face-to-face with our peers
and surrounded by the wider
school community; this
sentiment is true of both
the staff and pupils. It has
been a pleasure to share
our classrooms with such
enthusiastic pupils. Equally,
Mr Addison, Mr Taylor, Mr
Brogan, Mr Skirving, Mrs
Guest, and Mr Rye have made
monumental efforts this
year to present a seamless
curriculum to the pupils and
deliver it with a smile. My
explicit thanks to them!
You may think I have missed
out Mr Pointon but his efforts
deserve a special mention.
At the end of the Summer
Term he leaves Yarm School
after seven years of teaching
Maths. His departure will
truly be a sad event and he
leaves big boots to be filled.
His joyful anecdotes and
enthusiasm for the subject,
particularly statistics, has
been much appreciated, not
only by the pupils but staff
in the department too.

We are proud of how
pupils have coped
during this adversity
and overall progress
has been good in
all year groups
despite the shifting
landscapes. We
would urge pupils to
take time to reflect on
their achievements
in the subject.
I know pupils and parents
will (and already have) join me
in thanking Mr P for his love
of the subject, his passion and
enthusiasm for teaching, his
(non stakeholder) love of Dr
Frost Maths and his foray into
the technical world of Google.
I have no doubt that his
legacy will live on in the
School and I do hope that we
continue to keep in touch,
perhaps even for an honorary
lecture or two! We welcome
Mr Stephen Bell from Bede
Sixth Form College who will
join us in September 2021.
Wishing all of our leavers
a superb future and the
best of luck with their new
adventures – come back
and see us when you can.
Mr D Yates
Yarm school Magazine 2020-21
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Concerned about the
fashion industry’s harmful
impact on the environment,
our pupils’ upcycling
project highlights how the
industry is beginning to
adapt and embrace more
sustainable fashion.

O

ur First and
Third Year
Textiles
pupils embraced the
challenge to upcycle
items they had
around the house into
garments and for some
of our First Years,
household products.
The innovation shown
here, reassuringly
suggests textiles
is in safe and
responsible hands.
It has inevitably
been a challenge for
all of us to approach
teaching in the same
way this year, however
as necessity is the
mother of invention,
Textiles has looked to
new ways to enable the
pupils to be challenged
in designing and
making. The Eco
project was one such
task and following
remote lessons on the
impact products have
on sustainability,
pupils went on to
create an impressive
range of highly
innovative and viable
sustainable products.
Mrs A Jackson

44

www.yarmschool.org

Megan Kewley
Megan created a stunningly
sustainable summer patchwork top
from nothing other than old black
boot laces, an old white t-shirt and
fabric samples from a curtain store.

FIX
Emily Nicholson
Emily incorporated a number
of textiles and created an
on-trend oversized ‘Shajacket’

1st
Year
eco products

Joshua Jewitt
Joshua’s love of cycling was
the basis for his project to
recycle an old inner tube which
he stitched with coloured
thread to make a belt.

Kitty Illingsworth
Taking two old white t-shirts,
gems and other components
from unwanted garments,
Kitty created stunning tie dyed
beach tops for the summer.

Lillandra Ashraf
Taking very careful measurements
of her unusual client, Lillandara used
fantastic embroidery and sewing
skills to make a safe new home
for ‘Little Bear’ (the hamster!)

Ava Elliott
Ava took old unwanted
textiles to create an
attractive and useful
patchwork blanket.

Textiles

3rd Year
eco garments

Evie Severn
The monotone colour scheme of Evie’s creation
represents the severity of climate change
while the delicate leaf motif used on the skirt
highlights the fragility of the environment.
The head piece echoes the leaf motif from the
skirt and the entire piece is a representation
of sustainability. A definite statement piece,
not designed to be worn every day!

Annabel Powell
Annabel turned one pair of old jeans
into a summer shorts and top set

Katie Hunt
Katie cleverly combined a number
of unwanted textiles to create an
accomplished summer dress

Isabelle Swallow
Taking unwanted jeans and using excellent
sewing skills, Isabelle created a durable and
on-trend patchwork multi-purpose day bag.

Libby Laverick
Libby skilfully transformed an old dull work
blazer into a fun crop jacket and skirt set using
great technical skills including darting, hemming
and adding trim. Libby carried out research,
carefully planned her approach, and has achieved
a highly successful commercial outfit.

Hannah BETTINSON
Taking three unwanted contrasting
pairs of jeans and some unwanted
watch straps, Hannah has created
both a highly original skirt and a
pair of on-trend patchwork jeans.

Indeya Hewison
Sometimes its hard to let go of an old
treasured garment but Indeya skillfully
upcycled this vintage Beatles t-shirt
into a stylish shoulder bag which
can be enjoyed for years to come.

Mara Morrison
Mara took some old textiles
and using a wide range of
techniques made a fun and
functional summer playsuit.

Magnus Garshol-Roy
Magnus took a selection of
old and unwanted textiles
to make bespoke masks
and face-coverings.

Anna Page
Anna took one of her mum’s old
cashmere jumpers that the moths
had got to and, together with
an old cotton shirt created a soft
and attractive envelope cushion.

Darcey Allcock
Darcey upcycled some
old jeans into a fun
and handy day bag.

Oscar Trouten
Not wanting to throw
away his Boro shirt, Oscar
skilfully disassembled
and reconstructed it
into a useful snood.
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FASHION

FIX
T

his year’s GCSE and A Level
projects have surpassed my
expectations and it is a credit
to the students that they have
been able to create such highly
accomplished projects. Unable to
show the garments at the usual end
of year DT and Fashion Show, I was
still keen to have a scaled down
production which will hopefully
provide a lasting memory for the
GCSE and A Level students this year.

Mrs A Jackson

Staying creative in a crisis

T

he Textiles A Level has
given me an incredible
insight into the fast-paced
fashion industry from designing
to production and has enabled
me to express my creativity
through developing my very
own original sustainable
outfit inspired by the Amazon
Rainforest. The whole process
has allowed me to explore many
decorative processes such as
embroidery, beading, applique,
sublimation printing and
piping as well as many more.
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A definite highlight for me is the
London trip where you undertake
market research in a variety of high
end London stores such as Harrods
to explore what trends are currently
popularised by mainstream
fashion houses. Students also
visit exhibitions at the V&A and the
Fashion and Textile Museum to gain
further knowledge and inspiration
from iconic garments in history.
Despite some COVID-19
disruption, I have still been able
to formulate a successful NEA
folder – something I can carry

through my university course in
advertising and into my future
career – as proof of my creative
and professional abilities.
Philippa Lowe

Textiles / Dance

I

n addition to the plethora
of challenges this year
has presented for all Yarm
School pupils, the dancers
have had to adjust to a
cover teacher and socially
distanced classes in year
group bubbles. However, the
Dance Department continued
to thrive with many pupils
trying out dance for the first

time or increasing their
involvement from previous
years. We’ve also welcomed
lots of new faces to the team
at our after school club!
Across all of the different
dance sessions – PE, activities,
games and after school clubs –
one thing has been apparent:
Yarm is full of talented and

creative dancers. Many pupils
who perhaps underestimated
their own dance ability have
really come into their own this
year through determination,
encouragement from
peers and a wonderfully
positive attitude.
We produced a Christmas
dance video starring dancers
from all age groups, as well

as a virtual dance showcase
at the end of the School year.
Our Third and Fourth Year
pupils also entered routines
in the very first Northern
Schools Dance Competition,
coming second runner up and
first runner up respectively.
I would like to personally
thank the pupils for making
me feel so welcome and
appreciated this year. I
am so proud of everything
you’ve achieved and I know
everyone is so excited to
welcome Mrs Dunkley back
and to show her all the
improvements you’ve made.
Miss L Ivison,
Dance Teacher

This year I have made
lots of new friends who
enjoy dance just as
much as me and I’ve
loved challenging myself
with new moves and
styles and getting to do
that with my friends is
great fun!
Lydia Harland, YS1

Dance has boosted
my overall confidence
which is a skill that
can be used in other
aspects of life. Next
year I aspire to grow
my confidence even
further and get back
to performing in
front of an audience.
Oliver Ayton, YS3

I have really enjoyed
dance this year –
it has given me a
I have thoroughly
focus and helped me
enjoyed dance again
through Covid-19.
My favourite routine this year. I have loved
is to River by Bishop learning and developing
Briggs and I’m looking new techniques whilst
forward to learning also working on my own
choreography skills.
more dances like this!
Megan Fairley, L6
Anya Kansal, YS2
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W

hen the GCSE
pupils and A Level
students began their
major project builds, they
took everything in their
stride with many of them
completing their work well
before the Christmas break.
GCSE pupils worked tirelessly
through remote learning
to ensure that when they
returned to school, they were
in a strong position to start
manufacturing their projects.
Throughout the second period
of remote learning, pupils and
students continued to work
extremely hard to continue
developing their projects. This
allowed for their parts to still
be cut using our CNC machine
which meant that when they
returned to school, they only
had to assemble their work
and apply finishes to complete
them. It is a credit to the pupils
and students how they worked
in this difficult time; the
department has been impressed
with their resilience and
attitude towards their studies.
This year’s DT Showcase
would have shown some
fantastic pieces ranging from
movable combination desks and
running machine desks to resin
river tables. Sadly, the show
could not go ahead. However,
this does not take away from
the incredible amount of
work and effort that has been
undertaken for the past two
years. Well done to everyone!
In the lower end of the
School, the pupils jumped at
the chance to get back into
the workshop and the The DT

48

www.yarmschool.org

Department was delighted to
welcome them back alongside
the new First Years. All of
our pupils have worked hard
and challenged themselves
with new and creative ideas
from fridge magnets and
maze games in from our First
Years, to our Fourth Years
developing their fifth scale
models in record time, to
Lower Sixth making their very
own custom longboards… I’m
still waiting for Will Pugsley
to ride his down the drive.
Pupils across the School
have developed a range of new
skills that they can put into
practice in future years,
whether it’s soldering
with Mr Monk in the
electronics lab to more
industrial processes
such as dip coating and
brazing with Mr Spence
in the foundry.
The Department has
been thrilled by the way
pupils approach their
work with creativity
and flair and it is a
pleasure for us to see
the amazing work that
they produce. Well done
and congratulations on a
fantastic and creative year
in Design Technology.
Finally, I would
like to say a massive
congratulations to all
of our Fifth Years and
Upper Sixth. I wish them
all the very best in their
futures and look forward to
hearing how they get on.
Mr D Spence

MODERN MAGIC
Jake Meager created a
modern chair using a
single sheet of plywood

Design Technology

UNDER CONTROL
Caspar Grylls’ gaming desk has
space for all his equipment,
including his PC

A LITTLE PIECE OF YARM
Zack Shears created this
stunning resin river table using
Yew from the School site

WASTE NOT WANT NOT
Adam Jones used offcuts from
the workshop to create a desk
which fits around his room

TIME FOR A BREW
This English Oak coffee table
designed and hand-built by
Alex Nelson is something else!

A BEAUTIFUL BLEND
Daniel de la Motte has blended
metal and Poplar wood together
to create a chic table
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A PLACE FOR EVERYTHING Mohammed Mobin’s
leaning desk with built-in storage is versatile and handy
MORE THAN MEETS THE EYE Jakob Stussi’s impressive
desk reveals hidden storage that levitates up when pulled

OAR-SOME DESIGN Anastasia Legge has
designed a fantastic oar carrying system with
storage for nuts, bolts, rigger jiggers and more!

IT’S JUST HOW HE ROWS
Oliver Tompkins created a useful car-mounted rowing boat transportation system
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Design Technology

A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE
Here is Jakob’s desk compressed

smooth sliding
Mia Mack’s longboard
is fit to shred

SLICK SUPPORT Theo Williamson’s plywood office desk is slick, sleek and sharp

corner kick Cody Mallabar’s corner desk has
plenty of support from those premiership legs

AHEAD OF THE GAME
Tanishq Azad’s multi-height,
multi-angle office desk
also comes with a built
in fan and LED lights
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Creative
Fifth Year: Cody Mallabar

U6th: Maisie Riley

works
A

s ever, I have been blown away by
the incredible work Yarm School
pupils and students have produced
this year. It is a true delight to be a part
of their creative growth. Here is just a
small selection of the incredible work
from this year. Visit our website for
more: www.yarmschool.org/galleries/
I must give a special mention to Lower
Sixth student, Mia Mack, who has won
one of the prestigious Holt Festival Art
Prizes with her oil painting New Shoes.
This is an incredible achievement!

Ms L Stebbings

U6th: Emily Kitson
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Art Showcase

Fifth Year: Cordelia Deering

Fifth Year: Harriet White

Fifth Year: Caroline Louwrens

U6th: Imogen Hennessey
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Fifth Year: Aishani Paul
Fifth Year: Oliver Greenaway

U6th: Poppy Stephens

Fifth Year: Julia Portsmouth
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Art Showcase

Fifth Year: Isabel Robson

Fifth Year: Neha Patil

U6th: Amelia Richardson

Fifth Year: Isabelle Leighton

Creative

works

View more of the incredible artwork our pupils and
students have created this year on the School
website at www.yarmschool.org/galleries
Yarm school Magazine 2020-21
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Net
T

here were lots of closely
contested games in this
year’s House Netball
Competition making for some
rather exciting tournaments…
A strong Oswald team beat
all to take the win in the
Fifth Year Competition whilst
having lost in hockey the
week before, Cuthbert’s Fourth
Years were out for revenge and
battled hard to take the win
against a strong Aidan team.
Bede won it for the Third
Years with superb performances
from Harriet Jackson, Eve Gray,
Estelle Orr, Izzie Speight, Lexie
Townsley and Rhianna Gill;
special mention must go to the
dark horse of the competition,
Aidan, who leapfrogged
Cuthbert into second place
with star performances from
Pearl Lightwood, Annabel
Powell and Elise Munro.

Sophie Hall and Poppy
Faulkner helped Cuthbert’s
Second Year team walk away
victorious whilst it was draws
all round for our First Years
who gave the School its first
double tie: Cuthbert and Oswald
took joint third whilst Aidan
and Bede shared first place.

On the right path
We have a number of teams who
would have been in national
finals contention with a real
chance of reaching the final
stages of the national cup
competitions had the pandemic
not hit. We are therefore
looking forward to being able
to attend netball fixtures
and have already entered
cup competitions, national
competitions and local leagues.
Playing club sport is vital to
the development of our players
and it complements the work
we do within school. 52 girls
play for Grangetown Netball
Club, with many of them
utilising the School’s strong
link with the club for some
competitive action when our
own fixtures were curtailed
due to year group bubbles. We

also recently supported the
club by donating 50 netballs
so that every girl could have
their own ball at training.
It is my pleasure to
report that a record
number of Yarm
pupils have been
selected onto the
North East Pathway
this year:
U13s Lola Vasiliou
U15s Izzie Speight,
Estelle Orr, Indeya
Hewison and
Alice Parker
U17s Lily Harte
and Alice Clough.

During the summer of 2020, Yarm ran netball and hockey sessions for all year
groups to re-inspire them after a challenging period of lockdowns and restrictions.
The training was very
useful and a nice way to
develop skills I hadn’t used
in a long time. I would
recommend that everyone
get involved in sport for
the physical, mental
and social benefits.
Katie D, U6
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The Netball sessions
were really fun and
helped improve my fitness.
It was also nice to spend
some time outdoors
with my friends.

Izzie B, 2nd year

The sessions gave us the
exercise we had been
lacking over lockdown, in an
inclusive and competitive
way. We were given the
chance to improve our
skills and play some fun
games with our friends.
Alice W, 2nd year

We really enjoyed the
hockey sessions that ran
over the summer. After
lockdown, it was really
nice to see everyone and
be back on the pitch!
Millie H & Hannah B,
3rd year

Lower Sixth student, Alex
Webb, made the Leeds Rhinos
Performances Pathways
training squad and was
selected for their U17 NPL
squad. These players
will regularly attend
high performance
training sessions.
Poppy Gratton and
Kaia Harte continue
their training with
their prospective
national squads
via Zoom. We
wish them well.
Miss N Hodgson

The netball sessions were
varied and enjoyable. It
was lovely to be back with
my teammates, enjoying
sports outside again!
Evie S, 3rd year

Netball / Girls’ Hockey

Talented

teamwork
D

espite the challenges,
this year has seen an
increasing number of
quality players getting involved
who are undoubtedly ready
for national and local league
competitions next season.
Whilst fixtures haven’t been
able to go ahead, there was
superb enthusiasm and skill
on show during our annual
House Hockey Competition.
It started with our Fourth
Years, with Cuthbert (three
year reigning champions) and
Oswald winning their first
two games; special mention to
Oswald’s Abi for some lovely
saves and Cuthbert’s India who
netted some worldly goals.
In the end, it came down to
the Cuthbert vs Oswald match
and both teams battled hard
to create chances for a win.
Due to a tie, it came to goal
difference and Oswald took
the win for the first time!
Bede emerged as front
runners going into the last
round of the Third Year
Competition with Cuthbert
hot on their heels, 20-18
respectively. The A teams
drew 0-0 but the Cuthbert All
Stars beat Bede 1-0 and took
the title for the first time.
Aidan won the Second Year
All Star Competition, pipping
Bede to the post, whilst

Cuthbert beat Oswald in
the A Team tournament.
However, the overall
results was Cuthbert,
Oswald, Aidan and Bede.
Meanwhile, it was a goalfest for our First Years (over
30 in total) with Eva and
Tilly netting goals to help
Bede secure the title.

Yarm represents
Many of the girls turned to
the strong club links forged
by myself and Mr Ferguson
to further their development;
65 girls now play for Stokesley
Hockey Club Junior/Senior,
compared to just 5 in 2018. In
fact, Stokesley’s fourth team,
which plays in the Durham
League Division 2, is primarily
Yarm’s Third Years and is
captained by Annabel Lacy.
Others are playing against
much more experienced players
in the Durham Senior League 1
as part of the club’s second and
third teams whilst a growing
number are training with
the first squad, including
Ruth Fletcher and Emma
Foster who recently
made their debuts.
And there’s more…
Harriet Jackson and
Katie Dent play at

Hockey
honours
72 pupils were selected
for Durham County
which, with our 16
Performance Centre
players, means 88 of our
hockey players now play
to a representative level.
Huge congratulations
therefore go to:
Under 12

Mara Morrison
Under 13

Thank you and good luck to all our leavers –
you have all done the shirt proud. You will be missed!

Norton, Martha Wyatt and Belle
Woodhead play Stockton 1sts
and Sixth Form student Molly
McDermott plays at Thirsk.
Thank you to the highly
committed staff who give up
a huge amount of their time
to support the girls, including
Mr Ferguson (who joins me
most days for indoor morning
sessions at 7:30am), Mrs Gratton,
Miss Gamble, Mr Skirving,
Mr Alexander and Mr Glen.
Miss N Hodgson

Pippa Ferguson,
Summer Hyndman,
Amelia Staggs, Poppy
Bell, Grace Crawford,
Lucy de la Motte, Poppy
Faulkner, Josie Henley,
Sophia Rudd, Freya
Takoor, Isabella Brown,
Matilda Pallent-Home
Under 14

Tilly Gilraine, Kyra
Hyndman, Harriet
Jackson, Phoebe Nichol,
Sophie Hall, Indeya
Hewison, Izzie Speight
Under 15

Nicole Lambert, Cara
McMurray, Millie
Haswell, Evie Stoker,
Zara Stoker, Lexie
Townsley, Harriet White
Under 17

Kayla Roberts,
Phoebe Richardson
Performance Centre

India Dunkin, Miriam
Akowuah, Emma
Foster, Rosie Faulkner,
Belle Woodhead,
Martha Wyatt and
Molly McDermott.
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perfectly

Pitched
D

espite the lack of interschool fixtures, great
progress has been made
this year. Before and after
school training sessions were
well attended and had this
been a ‘normal’ year, we would
have hoped for appearances at
regional and national finals.
48 boys were selected for
Durham County, making up
almost 50% of the squads, and
we saw an increase in boys
selected for the Performance
Centre: Theo Grylls, Roman
Andrews, Will Ferguson
and Max Mowbray at U15,
and James Beck, Charlie
Thompson, Dan Walters, Toby
Simpson and Junior Newton
at U17. As well as being the
highest representation from
any school, the boys are also
going through the North of
England selection process.
Alex Greenaway and Matthew
Chapman represented Durham
University to National League
Level and were invited to
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England Selection Trials - a
huge achievement for two
young players. James Beck
firmly established himself
in Stockton 1st XI; Junior
Newton, Toby Simpson, Will
Woodhead, James Thomson
and Dan Walters played for
Stockton 2nd XI alongside
Third Years Will Ferguson
and Max Mowbray; and Jake
Leader (Second Year) was
selected for Stockton 3rd team.
Playing the sport at club
level is important for a
player’s development so it
was encouraging to see so
many boys committing to this:
Harry Walters at Stokesley;
Josh Littler at Hartlepool; Alex
McGee, Ben Cuthbertson and
Oliver Greenaway at Marton;
and Oscar Thomas, James
McGee, Timothy Foley, Finn
Davie, Marcus Walters, Jack
Stoddart, Harry Jackson, Max
Jones, Fergal Deane, Jacob
Rutter and Matthew White for
Stockton Men’s 3rd - 5th teams.

A league of their own…

An impressive number of
players also committed to
the Durham County Senior
Summer League, representing
Stockton Hockey Club. We
were able to field three
teams in different leagues:
n Fifth Year and Sixth Form
players faced the best
local club teams and
gave the senior league
champions, Stockton Men’s
First team, a run for their
money, only losing 0-1.
n Our stronger Third and
Fourth Years, and a
couple of Sixth Form girls,
qualified for the top of the
intermediate league play
offs where they would
play Norton Hockey Club,
Darlington Hockey Club and
Hartlepool Hockey Club
n Our Second Years, and
some Third Years,
represented in the
development league for
their first taste of 11-a-side

hockey. They won all
their games playing 8
matches, scoring 54 goals
and conceding only 1.
Oscar Thomas, Jake Leader,
Max Mowbray, Will Ferguson
and Finn Davie represented
Harrogate Hockey Club in the
National Club Championships.
At the time of writing, big wins
against York, Wakefield and
Nottingham Beeston secured
them a place in the semi-finals
against Manchester Bowdown.
Yarm’s future in hockey is
looking bright with games,
competitions, tours and trips
all on the horizon. We are
looking forward to getting back
to normality, including seeing
what our cohort of committed
First Years like Jude Crack,
Olly Carr, Paddy Key, Jacob
Hardy, Olly Mowbray, Sam
Shawcross and Max Millington
(to name a few) can achieve in
the coming, ‘normal’ years.
As always, a big thank you to
everyone who has contributed
to boys hockey over the past
12 months, including Mr Glen,
Mr Skirving, Mr Alexander,
Mr Lyle and Miss Hodgson.
Mr G Ferguson

Boys’ Hockey / Rugby

rugby

roundup
W
e have been wholly
impressed with
the commitment,
enthusiasm, endeavour and
positivity of our rugby boys.
In a season where rugby has
arguably been hit the hardest
and matches have been
curtailed, the boys continued
to show up with a great
attitude and sense of fun.
Practices and games
were adapted in line with
guidelines, limiting them
to no contact, conditioned
games, yet the boys
continued to work tirelessly
to improve their skills
and right from the start,
the number showing up to
lessons, after school practices
and Saturday matches was
fantastic. We focussed on
developing core skills: catch,
pass, kick, and run. From
simple technique work to

Rugby alumni
A huge number of former pupils
remain involved with rugby across the
the world, but special mention goes
to Ben Stevenson and Zach Kibirige
who are thriving in Premiership rugby
for Newcastle Falcons and Wasps
respectively (both names in successive
seasons’ Dream Teams), and Tom Dixon
training with the USA Eagles Squads.

advanced, challenging drills,
their skills, decision making
and tactical appreciation
was all put to the test.
The Super Rugby Yarmearoa
Competition was a real
success and all age groups
demonstrated superb rugby,
with excellent handling,
running and evasion; plenty of
tries were scored throughout.
Unfortunately, Covid-19
put a hold on representative
rugby at regional, county and
district level which was a
real shame, especially for our
older players leaving later this
academic year, as many of our
boys are regularly selected.

New Year, New Yarm
The way the boys reengaged
with rugby after Christmas
was brilliant. They
demonstrated a true love
for the sport and made real
improvements. Their energy
and enthusiasm carried
through to our House
Ready4Rugby Competition
Week which saw ALL First Fourth Year boys representing
their Houses on the pitch;
the skills on show and spirit
they played with was a
delight to watch. The A and B
tournaments were all tightly
contested, with many games
decided by a single try…

Fourth and Third Year
Oswald just edged out Aidan
to the title, whilst Oswald’s
First Years were pipped at
the post by winners, Bede.
Bede also took the win in our
Second Year Competition, with
Cuthbert narrowly missing out
on the title. Well done to all
for a superb week of rugby.
Several of our boys continued
playing rugby at clubs and
are looking to further their
representative honours.
In fact, three Yarm School
players have been involved
in training with Newcastle
Falcons; congratulations to

Roman Andrews (U15), Mark
Probets (U17) and Junior
Newton (U15) (pictured above).
I extend a huge thank
you to those who have
left us this year for the
dedication they have shown
to school rugby including
Jamie Pender, our outgoing
1st XV Captain. It is also
important to recognise and
thank the work of the staff
involved who give their time,
knowledge and expertise
for the best of school rugby;
it is greatly appreciated.
Mr C Webb
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cricket
We have been
lucky to play
some excellent
fixtures this
term and also
discovered a
few notable
performers in
our midst...
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and regulations were great
for quick games, something
we carried on when we
hosted an internal First and
Second Year game at Yarm.
The Second Years attended
the Horsley Cup at Ampleforth
and played two games against
Barnard Castle; they won what
was an amazing contest – albeit
he First and Second Year
with some calamitous running
boys both started the
between the wickets – with
cricket season with a
Nicholas Clements producing a
trip to RGS Newcastle. It was
man of the match performance
their first game against an
to secure a solid win.
established side and so to lose
Our Second Year boys and
by one and six runs respectively
girls both finished the year
resonated a feeling that the
term was going to be extremely with a trip to Ampleforth for the
Worsley Cup where they played
positive. Durham School was
against Cundall Manor and
to follow and Rushil Partha
produced a magnificent bowling Terrington Hall. Despite being
performance to take five wickets their first ever cricket fixture,
the girls played some nice
and James Muir, an avid golfer
cricket in parts and improved
as Mr Webb found out, played
as a team as the day went on.
golf with his cricket bat and
Special mention must
scored an amazing 57. However,
go to Sophia Rudd for her
James’s greatest achievement
impressive display with the
was a ball that went over the
bat and Rebecca White for her
net and landed in the river.
consistency with the ball. The
We were also invited
boys won all of their games,
to St Peter’s eight-a-side
including a win against Cundall
competition where the rules

T

Manor in the final by over
40 runs; special mention to
Ayan Thomas for his bowling
which earned him the MVP
award for the tournament.
A number of students
have been invited to play
representative cricket:
Cleveland County Aditya
Paul, Sabeeh Qureshi, Nikhil
Ramesh, Harry Carter,
Dhruv Wadehra, Rushil
Partha, Jude Crack, Ayan
Thomas and Harry Staggs.
Durham County Anna Page
and James Graham, as well as
Sixth Form students Abhinav
Ramisetty and Matthew Maloy
We are looking forward to
a competitive fixture card
next year, and hope many
more aspire to play cricket at
Yarm. A massive thank you
to Mrs Staggs, Miss Gamble,
Miss Room, Mr Glen, Mr Ivey
and Mr Morrisson for their
continued support and effort
to take extra-curricular
sessions throughout the term.
Mr L Shanahan

Cricket / Tennis

Courting
favours
I
t has been brilliant to
see the courts so full of
players this term, with
practices, activities, after
school and lunchtimes
being so well attended.
Boys and girls across the
year groups have spent every
minute they can during the
Summer Term on the courts;
there has never been one
sat empty! So much so, that

we have also been using
Yarm Tennis Club for our
weekly activity sessions.
Despite all our usual
tournaments being
cancelled, including the
National Championships,
our players have still
been in match action. We
had some tremendous
Saturday games within year
groups which were hotly

contested across First –
Fourth Year, where players
were involved in a range
of singles and/or doubles
matches; Wimbledon, US
Open, French Open and
the Australian Open.
In terms of school games,
the A and B teams were
in action recently against
Durham Johnston, with
the A teams in matches
that would determine the
Durham and Cleveland
County winners; well done
to the U15 team of Theo
Grylls, Johnny Carr, Tom

Graham and Junior Newton
and the U13 team of Jake
Leader, Mayank Podalakur,
Gabe Dohring and Will
McPartland who won and
will go through to the North
East finals in September. We
wish them luck and hope
to see them progress to the
North & Scotland finals, and
then the national finals!
Mr C Webb
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strokes

of genius
After 15 months of no head
races or regattas, there was an
understandable buzz around the
Boat Club when it was announced
some regattas would be trialled,
strictly under Covid-regulations.

I

t was fantastic to see
our rowers so excited for
the return of racing, and
perhaps a little inspired by
three of our former pupils
who were representing
Oxford and Cambridge in the
prestigious Boat Races: Sarah
Portsmouth’s Cambridge crew
prevailed over Katie Anderson
(Oxford) in an extremely
close race, whilst Hazel Wake
narrowly missed out against
Cambridge in the lightweight
category. We are extremely
proud of all three girls.
Our domestic racing started
at Wansbeck with a 1500m
time trial, held over three
divisions. YSBC took a large
contingent of rowers with 21
crews entered over the three
divisions. Wins for Deacon
Laverick in the Junior 16 single
sculls, the Junior 15 double
of Archie Norton and Harry
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Wildridge, and the Women’s
Junior 16 coxless quad
showed that we had some
fast boats ready to take on the
competition in the North.
Unfortunately, due to
Covid-19 restrictions, we
entered a limited number of
boats to the National Schools
Regatta, the premier junior
event. Nevertheless, Jack
Norton sculled a great time
trial in the highly competitive
Junior 18 Championship
single sculls to make the B
Final. Anastasia Legge and
Lily Brown also showed their
mettle to make the A Final of
the Girls’ Championship pairs
event. As a result, both Jack
and Anastasia were invited
to attend the GB Junior trials.
Anastasia did attend and
performed very well; she
would have been selected for
the Coupe de la Jeunesse but

unfortunately the GB team
withdrew from that and the
World Championships.
Side-by-side racing returned
to the North with Durham
Regatta being given the
go-ahead just three weeks
before the event. Under
glorious skies, the two day
regatta was run over a 700m
course with races every two
minutes. There was a tangible
air of excitement among the
competitors as well as some
anxiety as the trailer was
loaded to maximum capacity.
The Boys’ Junior 15 eight,
stroked by Archie Norton,
navigated two heats of the
Open Beginners 8+ sadly to
be beaten by just half a length
in the final. The next wins
of the regatta came courtesy

ABOVE: Boys’ Junior 16 Coxless quad make waves
Below: Anastasia and Lily make A Final

of the Junior 14 squad: the
Girls’ Junior 14 coxed quad,
stroked by Hannah Bettinson;
the Boys’ Junior 14 octuple,
stroked by Luke Anderson
and the Girls’ Junior 14
octuple all won their events.

Oar-some efforts
Our success continued: the
Girls’ Junior 16 eight navigated
three heats of the competition,
before winning their final by
two lengths; the Girls’ Junior
16 coxless quad continued
their winning streak by
beating Queen Elizabeth
High School easily; and the
Girls’ Junior 16 coxed four
also took an easy win.
Whilst the Junior 16 boys
were disappointed with
their performance on the
Saturday, they learnt from
their mistakes on the second
day. Their coxless quad
just narrowly missed out
on first place in the final
whilst Will Woodhead raced
in a single for the first time
and reached the final of the
Junior 16 sculls; just narrowly
pipped across the line.

Rowing

In total, YSBC secured a
haul of 15 wins at Durham
Regatta with other notable
wins including Anastasia
Legge and Lily Brown in the
pairs event, Archie and Harry
in the Junior 15 double sculls
and the Girls’ Junior 15 coxed
quad against QEHS. These
performances were repeated
the following week at Tyne
Regatta and Yarm walked
away with another incredible
ten wins, pushing a normally
dominant George Watson’s
College into second place.
The annual U16 GB France
match was cancelled this year,
however GB Rowing held an
U16 early identification regatta
at the National Watersports
Centre in Nottingham
instead. Raced over 1500ms
and as a multi-lane event,
this was another step-up
for our junior 16 crews.
The first crew to race was
the Boys’ Junior 16 coxless
quad who battled brilliantly
through rough water to
reach the B Final where they
finished a commendable
fourth. Next was the Girls’
Junior 16 coxless quad who
only just failed to qualify for
the A Final but instead, won
the B Final convincingly.
Finally it was the turn of the
Girls’ Junior 16 coxed four
who, although struggling
with the water in the semifinal, secured a place in the
A Final. Yarm battled all the
way, particularly against
their main opposition of
Headington School and
Henley Rowing Club, but
narrowly missed out on a
win, finishing in second

place. It was a tough field
but our crews performed
extremely well and each
walked away with something
to work on in their training.

Henley heroes
There was one final event in
the calendar: Henley Women’s
Regatta. It was a fantastic
experience for both of our Junior
16 girls’ crews, from lining up
next to the iconic Temple Island
to watching ex-Olympians race
over the 1400m boomed course.
The event started with a
time trial for both crews. With
22 crews in their event and the
quad sculls always being so
competitive, the Girls’ Junior
16 coxless quad were always
going to have a hard task on
their hands to qualify in the
top eight. Having given all
they could and sculling well,
the crew finished in a very
creditable 11th place. The
quad of Julia Portsmouth, Eve
Kempster, Lilian Dufton, Siya
Puthuraya and Evie Elliott
(sub for Henley) have had a
super season and will go from
strength to strength next year.
The Girls’ Junior 16 coxed four
were in a field of 17 crews, and
after winning a slot in the top
8 faced Henley Rowing Club
in the quarter finals. Despite
being on Henley’s home water,
the girls set out to control
the race from the start and
managed to hold onto a half
length lead across the line.
The semi-final was always
going to be a challenging
race and Yarm were drawn
against Latymer Upper School
whilst Surbiton A took on

this page (from top):

n Girls’ Junior 16 8+
n Girls’ Junior 16 coxless quad
n The J16 coxed 4 setting off for their semi final
n Mr Lund’s Henley medal

Surbiton B. Once again, Yarm
controlled the race from the
start and sculled into a half
length lead. However, Latymer
ultimately proved too strong
for Yarm and took the lead in
the last 500m, winning by
a length. Overall, our girls
finished third with Surbiton A
going on to win the final.
There is a Henley medal
to be celebrated as Mr Lund
won the Masters H coxless
quad event with his Tees
RC crew; the commentator
commended them for their
rowing, saying “this is what
good sculling should be.”

As with any success, all
medals and trophies are
hard fought for and behind
the scenes a lot of training
has to be completed under
the watchful eye of a very
experienced group of
coaches at Yarm School.
Mrs A Lund
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on an even keel
Three former pupils took part in the prestigious
Oxford vs Cambridge Boat Race. Upper Sixth
student and talented rower, Lily Brown, spoke
to Katie Anderson, Hazel Wake (Oxford)
and Sarah Portsmouth (Cambridge) to find
out more about their rowing experiences.
How did rowing at
Yarm prepare you for
rowing at university?
Hazel One of the big differences
is that people who have rowed
at school have way more race
experience. At Yarm we raced
almost every weekend so we
got used to dealing with the
excitement and pressure and
competitiveness of racing.
Sarah Easy – Mr Lund taught
me how to row! I also think
going to lots of races as
a junior prepared me for
racing at university.
Katie Probably the biggest thing
Yarm taught me was how to
push hard. We did a lot of hard
sessions on water and the erg
which made us mentally tough.
The side-by-side racing was
great preparation for Oxford.

making
waves:
Katie and
Sarah in
Junior pair
(top): Sarah
and Hazel
on A Level
results day in
2019 (above)
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What is your favourite
rowing memory
from Yarm?
Hazel It would have to be
when I got the bronze medal
at British Championships
in the single in 2019.
Sarah Katie and I had just got
back from GB Junior Trials in the
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pair and we’d done really well
and were very excited about it.
We went out for a water session
with Mr Lund and he asked us to
do a roll-up and we fell in! It was
a very humbling experience!
Katie I don’t really have a single
favourite memory – just all my
experiences added together. For
example, where we’d make a
positive change as a crew and
the coaches could tell we’d made
a noticeable improvement, or
putting that extra weight on the
bar in the gym. Winning medals
at the Coupe was pretty cool too!

What did you enjoy
most about training
and competing in
the Boat Race?
Hazel When we finally got back
in the eight and onto the water
after 20 weeks of erging over
lockdown! Knowing we had a
race to aim for and improving
with every training session was
also a really exciting time.
Sarah The moment when you
form the crew and you can
see how much everyone has
invested. It was so exciting
to finally get back out on the
water, make rapid progress

and have the whole Cambridge
squad support you.
Katie Just getting to row
with incredible athletes
in boats that were moving
really well, where you knew
everyone else also wanted
to go as fast as possible.

understanding that those
plans might change. Rowing
is an outdoor sport and rivers
can flood so you’ve got to be
flexible and adjust accordingly.

What’s your ultimate
goal in rowing?

Hazel To row at the Under 23
How do you balance
rowing with your studies? European Championships and
Hazel I think being efficient

and getting the work done
when it’s set instead of waiting
until right before it’s due is
important. I know other people
can work well last minute but
that’s just what works for me.
Sarah I’m really lucky as the
Architecture Department at
Cambridge is super supportive
of my rowing, and my coaches
understand when I need
to prioritise my studies.
Katie I think the key is to be
really organised and plan
tutorials around rowing –

compete internationally as a
lightweight before lightweight
racing gets cut completely!
Sarah I think to be part of the
senior GB rowing squad would
be my ultimate dream. I have
been selected to be part of the
Under 23 GB squad so hopefully
that will help me bridge the gap
to the senior squad in the future.
Katie Once I leave university
and start working, I would like
to continue to row socially and
just enjoy exercising with friends
and being part of a team. Rowing
goals don’t just have to be
purely performance based!

Rowing / Golf

It’s all par for the

course
I

t was a glorious day at
Eaglescliffe Golf Club as we
reinstated the annual Staff vs
Student Golf Competition after
a few years hiatus. It was an
impressive turnout with a team
of 12 staff and 12 students
competing in pairs for the
Headmasters Golf Challenge
Trophy, originally presented
by Neville Tate in 1993. The
four-ball better ball format
meant that each player played
their own ball with the lowest
net score taking the hole. This
meant that handicaps played
a big part in determining the
outcome of the day – with some
less experienced players on the
student team (some taking part
in their first ever full 18 hole
round) still able to compete.
There were a number
of standout performances
(mostly from the student
team), most notably Matthew
Maloy (L6) who not only
posted the lowest net score
of the day (63) but also
managed a hole in one on the
sixth! The Maloy brothers
(unsurprisingly) won their
tie, giving the students an

early lead as they returned
to the clubhouse. There were
a number of close ties that
followed, Jack Critchlow
and Harry Walters were two
holes up after nine until, in
Jack’s words, “Mr Thompson
started playing” and pulled
it back for the staff team.
Mr Monk and Mr Allaway
had another close match
against Atticus Garlick
and Archie Read but were
also victorious in the end
– despite Read winning
‘nearest the pin’ on the 17th.
It was a tough day out
for Mark Probets and Tom
Howard who, at the very least,
had a nice walk around the
picturesque parkland course.
Matthew Chapman and
Cameron Turner took on
Mr Glen and Mr Skirving and
things were looking like they
might go the student’s way
after Chapman sent a drive
straight down the middle of
the first hole. However, the
partnership of Mr Glen, who
was playing on his home
course, and Mr Skirving
proved too strong – with the

to the fore:(above) With fantastic weather,
the beautifully presented Eaglescliffe Golf
course was a delight for all competitors.
winning smiles:(right, from top) Archie Read who
won ‘nearest pin’; Matthew Maloy posted the lowest
net score of the day and managed a hole in one on the
sixth hole; James Muir was awarded longest drive

pair playing consistently
well and returning to the
clubhouse as victors.
Kieran Gill and James Muir
were the last pair out on the
course and it was clear that
they had full control of their
match. As a pair they shot close
to level par with 14 pars and 4
birdies between them – a class
act. Muir also took home the
award for the longest drive.
Throughout the day, there
was a fantastic atmosphere
with some strong performances
but ultimately, the staff were
victorious, winning 4-2.
Thanks must go to Atti
Garlick and Kieran Gill for
organising the student team
and also to Eaglescliffe
Golf Club for hosting. We’re
already looking forward to
next year’s competition!
Mr T Newman
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F

riday, 12th June marked
the end of an era for
the 120 pupils in the
Fifth Year. After this most
unusual year, resulting in
many changes, the pupils
were able to relax and enjoy
a final day in the company
of their peers and tutors.
Following the final exam in
the morning, the year group
met in the Auditorium for
the presentation of hoodies.
The pupils also received a
commemorative notebook.
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We then had a year group
photograph before enjoying a
sumptuous barbeque prepared
by Chef Richard and his team.
It was then time to take
photographs and gather
signatures from friends
and teachers. Following the
final tutorial, 5-a-side and
netball tournaments were
played on the astro and
Mr Thompson organised a
spikeball competition on the
hill. The traditional House
Tug-of-War Competition
followed and staff witnessed
pupils giving their all in
an attempt to be crowned
2021 champions. After
a few rounds and some
judges enquires, the title
went to Cuthbert, I think!
Back in the PAA, awards
were presented, closing
speeches were given

and Mr Thompson shared a
fantastic photo presentation
covering the pupils’ five
years at the Senior School.
Giggles broke out in the
audience as the pupils
recognised pictures of their
younger selves. Then, the
final bell came and pupils
gathered at the lockers for
final photos and signatures.
The Fifth Years have
experienced a difficult year,
so it was fantastic to see them

enjoying themselves on what
was a lovely final day with
lots of laughter and fun.
I have very much enjoyed
working with the year
group over the previous
four years and their good
humour, great ability, range
of talents and skills have
been on show throughout. I
wish them all the very best
with their future careers.
Mr A.J. Morrison

5th Year Roundup / 6th Form Leavers’ Day

an era
W

hen the Class of 2021
joined Sixth Form in
September 2019 none
of us could have anticipated the
way that their journey through
their final two years at school
would unfold. Along with the
rest of the country, they were
faced with the prospect of a
sudden lockdown in March
2020 and with new ways of
living while continuing their
A Level studies remotely. Then
a return to a very different
school environment in
Upper Sixth, uncertainty over
examinations, a second period
of remote learning, SAPs and
Blue Zone assessments…
The fortitude shown by the
students has been remarkable
and I have such admiration
for the way they have met the
challenges they have faced.
Despite the restrictions still in
place, the Upper Sixth were able
to mark the end of their time as
students with a Leavers’ Day on

Monday, 21st June. The eagerly
awaited yearbooks proved to be
a focus of attention as students
penned messages in each
other’s books with some clearly
on a mission to collect the full
set – an acknowledgement,
perhaps, that this would be the
last time the classmates would
be together. We are grateful to
Erin Gilhespie and JuJu Mon
for organising the yearbooks.
A final assembly – suitably
distanced, in the Princess
Alexandra Auditorium –
allowed us to share some final
messages with the students,
some lighthearted reflections
and some unabashed
nostalgia. Thank you to
JuJu for putting together a
montage of photographs
which brought back memories
of the last two, seven or, for
a few students who have
been at Yarm since Nursery,
fifteen years. And thank
you to Jack Critchlow who
had persuaded many of the
teachers to record a message
to the students and who

six of the best:
Great memories
across the years
for Yarm’s Sixth
Form leavers

edited it all together for us.
Thank you to Mr Woodward
who as a leaver himself,
agreed to address the students.
His poignant message, to
cherish the friendships made,
was clearly appreciated by
the leavers and we wish
him well as he moves on
to life beyond Yarm.
After a barbecue lunch,
courtesy of the excellent
Sodexo team, we moved on
to the last act of Inter-House
Rounders which, despite some
threatening dark clouds,

was able to take place on the
Astro. With Miss Gamble,
Miss Rooms and Miss Cottrell
keeping order, there was
some fierce competition to be
had. In the first round Bede
beat Aidan 15-10 and Oswald
beat Cuthbert 5-3. The third
place playoff saw Aidan beat
Cuthbert 12-5 and in the
final Oswald beat Bede 9-8.
Congratulations, Oswald.
So, farewell then, Upper
Sixth of 2021. I hope that
you keep in touch with each
other and with the School
and that we will meet again
in more normal times. Until
then I send you my very
best wishes for the future.
Dr A M Goodall
Yarm school Magazine 2020-21
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A fond

farewell
L

ast century, in the Autumn
Term of 1999, the former
Head of Biology from Epsom
College arrived at Yarm School
as the new Deputy Headmaster,
eager to embark on this new
challenge and excited to arrive
in the North East with his
family. It would have been a
long shot to have predicted
at that stage that the now
legendary David Woodward
would remain a loyal servant
and distinguished senior
leader for a full 22 years, and
it would have been impossible
to anticipate the vast changes
that the School has seen
over this time, with David’s
renowned high standards,
extraordinary attention to detail
and boundless determination to
do the best by the whole school
community underpinning
Yarm’s successful navigation
through these changes.
Now, over two decades
after his arrival and with his
two sons having spent their
whole school careers at Yarm,
David is retiring. He recently
wrote a personal tribute to
mark the retirement of my
predecessor David Dunn,
commenting on the range
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of things that had changed
over the time they’d worked
together, saying ‘[changes]
have included the introduction
of full co-education, the
restructuring of the School
day, the encouragement of
academic and extracurricular
opportunity, the addition of a
Nursery, curricular change,
enhanced pastoral care,
community outreach and of
course, the significant and
on-going development of
the physical environment
of the School in which our
pupils can thrive’. David
Woodward’s contributions to
the inception, development
and delivery of all these
projects – that underpin the
School’s remarkable evolution
– have been fundamental
to them becoming reality.
Much of a Deputy Head’s
work is unseen, but it is

essential to the smooth
running of a school. David has
coordinated 44 prize givings
and overseen at least 66
immaculately run fire drills
– honing his expert use of the
megaphone over this time,
to the delight of generations
of pupils! A quick calculation
based on a normal school year
is that he will have signed off
around 3,000 school trips,
each one receiving the same
careful scrutiny to ensure
that arrangements are safe,
paperwork is in place, risk
assessments are complete,
consent forms are received,
emergency plans are sufficient
and so on. His influence is felt
in the fabric of the buildings
in which pupils learn, the
routines and rhythms of the
School day, the standards
and expectations we have
of all our pupils and in the
very ethos of educating
for life that so embodies a
Yarm School experience.
David is a compassionate
and caring teacher and leader,
and one who exemplifies his
expectations through personal
service. As well as
his contribution
to the Biology
Department,
David has been
involved in
all aspects

of school life from coaching
rugby and hockey teams and
spectating at school sports
events, to accompanying
school trips, attending school
concerts and productions and
with customary attention
to detail, building Santa’s
Grotto at the Christmas
Indoor Market. David has
also taken to the stage as
part of numerous staff bands
and was crowned champion
chef (beating David Dunn)
in the Ready, Steady, Cook
Challenge during the Dining
Hall opening event.
Generations of pupils
have benefited from David’s
wisdom, fairness, high
expectations and unfailing
encouragement and support.
Similarly, he leaves colleagues
feeling reassured, supported
and empowered. Parents
recognise the ability he has
to support them and their
children even in difficult
times, always ensuring a
fair and compassionate
outcome that offers support
and guidance. None of us
will truly understand David’s
sheer dedication to the
role, the number of hours
spent ensuring that every
detail of an event is planned
and that all constituents
understand exactly what
is required of them and
when, the commitment to
ensuring all aspects of the
day-to-day operations of the
School are coordinated, safe
and compliant and, most
importantly, are valuable
and enjoyable to all.

A Fond Farewell

Third Year pupils Nicole Lambert
and Thomas Hardy interviewed
Mr Woodward to find out more
about him and his time at Yarm….
I was reassured to have
David’s experience and
support as I began my time
as Headmaster, knowing that
the transition period would
enable him to ensure that I
understood the rhythms of
the School year. Little did
we expect my first – and his
last – two years here to be
dominated by the pandemic
and all the challenges that
this has thrown our way; I
won’t attempt to list these!
Suffice to say that we have
had to reimagine and reinvent
the way that the School
operates multiple times, work
responsively and adapt to everchanging circumstances, often
in the absence of guidance
or certainty. This has been
destabilising and difficult, but
David’s single minded focus
and total commitment have
underpinned our ability to
navigate these challenges,
and his unstinting loyalty to
this school, its pupils, staff
and wider community has
been truly magnificent.
The outpouring of love
and respect for David at the
end of the Summer Term
was testament to the esteem
in which he is held. Pupils,
parents, current and former
colleagues and governors
all paid tribute to his
contributions and thanked
him sincerely. Whilst David
will always play down his
contribution and explain that
everything he has done has
been part of a team effort,
we all know and appreciate
the magnitude of his legacy
at Yarm School, and we
are very grateful that he
stuck with us for so long.
The whole of the Yarm
School community, past and
present, wish David and
Alison health and happiness
in a long, fulfilling and much
deserved retirement and we
all hope that they are able to
take full advantage of their
freedom. Thank you, David.

What will you miss most about
working at Yarm School?

If I’m totally honest, you - the
pupils, students and of course my
colleagues. Ultimately it is the people
that study and work collectively
here that are the beating heart of
the School and it is the relationships
that we all share that make it tick.
What has been the highlight
of your school career?

Having the opportunity to serve as
the Deputy Headmaster here for the
last 22 years. Yarm has always had
a pioneering spirit and a “can do”
attitude and this is something I’m
really pleased to have been given
the opportunity to be a part of.
What was the funniest moment
in your 22 years here?

Some of the comedy sketches in
the annual Duologue Competition
spring to mind. There have also
been personal daft moments which I
have enjoyed, such as Mr Dunn and I
acting as elf idiots in a Christmas end
of term assembly; we accompanied
the Barbershop singers performing
Jingle Bells by ringing the bells
whilst they sang. It was the out of
time ringing of the bells that invited
laughter from the audience!
What made you want to
become a teacher?

I really enjoyed the breadth of
Biology so I decided to apply for a
post as a graduate assistant at a
prep school to see if teaching was
for me. I taught science, coached
sports and was a house tutor and
found I loved being able to pass on
my passion for Biology and sharing
that with young people. It was
those lightbulb moments when the
children made a connection with
the topic that sparked an interest
and enthusiasm in them that made
me want to teach all the more.
Who were your role models
when you were younger?

My parents; my mum was a maths
teacher, my father was a CofE vicar,
so their lives were also about welfare
and caring for people and they taught
me the values of respect and how
to nurture, help and support others.
My physics teacher and rugby coach,

John Tidswell,
influenced me
in my teenage
years; he was a
very inspirational
man who, in
a school with
limited opportunities outside
the classroom, encouraged us
all to take on responsibility and
challenge. He once trusted me
to navigate whilst a group of
us sailed his 40foot catamaran
around the Suffolk coastline!
What were you like at school?

I enjoyed school, but whilst at the
time I thought I tried my best, in
reality I could have tried harder
in areas. My old school friends
would describe me as a bit of a
“poacher turned gamekeeper’’;
I understand very clearly from
my own experiences what young
people can get up to and go
through in their school years.
What sports did you play at
school and did you support
any particular teams?

I had a passion for rugby and in the
summer I took part in athletics and
field sports, particularly javelin. At
the age of 11 I played a county rugby
final on the Leicester Tigers’ home
ground on Welford Road and have
supported Leicester Tigers ever
since. I do follow lots of other sports
as well, particularly motorsport.
If you had to be a car, what
would it be, and why?

Something manufactured by a brand
that is known for their reliability and
overall quality; a robust workhorse
that is dependable and capable
of coping with any terrain with
the power and torque to get out
of difficult situations. Something
like the Toyota Landcruiser, akin
to Land Rovers but not so flashy,
that works hard and does the job.
(This is certainly a contrast to my
own, less practical Jaguar F-type!)
If you could go to dinner
with any two people, who
would they be and why?

The first person, if they were
alive, would be Charles Darwin:
a naturalist and biologist famous

for his theories of evolution,
based on his studies of nature in
South America and the Galapagos
Islands, that all species have
descended over time from common
ancestors. It would be very
interesting to talk to him about his
experiences and observations.
I would also invite Lewis
Hamilton who has been at the top
of his sport for a long time. I am
particularly interested in learning
more about his mental strength
and resilience and how he sees F1
as a teamsport. Other drivers talk
about themselves in the media
but Lewis talks about his team. To
him, it’s not all about the driver; it’s
everyone else, such as the pit crew,
who help him through each race.
What are your retirement plans?

As I am a bit of a petrolhead,
I’m working on putting together
a track car just for leisure
and to experience that side
of motorsport. I also cycle
and love getting outside so I
intend to do more of that too.
My wife and I have a bucket
list of places around the world
where we would love to go and
at some point I will probably end
up volunteering and helping out
somewhere. However ultimately,
I want to see what comes
along and take opportunities
that are provided to me.
If you had to give one piece of
advice to us all, what would it be?

I would use the Kung Fu Panda
quote which you will know from the
Third Year Mindfulness programme:
“yesterday was history, tomorrow’s
a mystery, but today is a gift… that’s
why it is called the present.”
Don’t worry about the past, it’s
happened, or catastrophise about
what might happen in the future.
Be in the present moment and
enjoy each and every day to get the
most out of the here and now.

Dr Huw Williams
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Grateful goodbyes…
Five of our longest serving colleagues
leave Yarm this year. We wish them
all long and happy retirements...
Mrs Sue Snape joined Yarm’s
then embryonic Learning
Support Department as a
Dyslexia Specialist Teacher
in 1997 before becoming
Director of Learning Support
in 2012. Mrs Snape provided
day-to-day teaching and
support to hundreds of pupils
and her care, thoughtfulness
and clear advice has been
appreciated enormously by all.
Mr Ewan Craig’s deep
knowledge and passion for his
subject will be sorely missed
in the English corridor. Mr
Craig taught at Yarm for 23
years – 21 of those as Head
of English. He guided his
department with loyalty, fierce
intelligence and calm common
sense and was loved and
respected by pupils and staff.

Mrs Susanne Heavers
taught French and German
at Yarm (Prep and Senior)
for 19 years. As well as
running the annual Year 6
trip to France, Mrs Heavers
regularly supported the
Third Year Journey and was
one of the instigators of the
Senior School’s herb garden.
An excellent practitioner,
friend and colleague, she
will be missed by all.
School Office Manager and
Coach Administrator, Mrs
Barbara Mills, is leaving us
after 15 years here. Mrs Mills
worked behind the scenes to
ensure the smooth running of
day-to-day school life and has
always gone above and beyond
for the school community
who will miss her dearly.

A warm welcome
to our new starters
Mrs Alexandra Kingsbury
replaces Mr Woodward as Senior
Deputy Head, joining Yarm from
Highfield School in Hampshire
where she was Deputy Head
and Designated Safeguarding
Lead. Mrs Kingsbury holds a
BA in French and German from
St Anne’s College, Oxford and
teaches French and German. As
keen walkers and lovers of the
outdoors, her and her family are
excited to explore the region!
Mr Steven Bell joins us from
Bede Sixth Form College as
our new Teacher of Maths.
Mr Bell obtained both his
BA in Business Finance and
Masters in Education from
Durham University and is a
keen sportsman, enjoying
golf, badminton and football.
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He also enjoys walking and
hiking, listening to music,
and watching natural
world documentaries.
Miss Antonia Breslin joins
Yarm as a Teacher of English,
leaving her post at St John’s
School and Sixth Form College.
Miss Breslin studied Psychology
at Queen’s University
Belfast before completing a
law conversion course and
spending a handful of years
in the corporate sector. Miss
Breslin has a rich background
in Judo, competing
internationally, and now
runs marathons with her
daughter in her running buggy.
Mrs Lizzie Bridle is our new
Director of Learning Skills.
Mrs Bridle fell in love with

Over her 10 years here,
School Receptionist Mrs
Christine Hutchinson
welcomed pupils, parents,
staff and visitors into the
School Office with a smile
and acted as the first point
of contact for so many. She
is a fantastic friend and
will certainly be missed.

Mr Mike Pointon served
the Maths and Chemistry
Departments for seven years.
He also led school chess and
guided pupils to both local
and national chess honors,
including the annual schools
chess finals in London.
He assisted with squash
and golf, regularly turning
out in the staff v students
annual golf competition.
Dr Nicky Brettell has
made a huge impact on the
History Department since
her appointment in 2017.

Dr Brettell is incredibly hard
working and has outstanding
attention to detail. The
enthusiasm and interest
she has instilled in pupils
lower down the School has
caused a resurgence in
uptake for A Level History.
Miss Emily Rooms is leaving
Yarm after three years in our
Biology Department where
she rewrote the Second Year
course and put an innovative
spin on practical lessons.
Outside of Biology, Miss Rooms
was involved in choirs and
drama rehearsals, CCF training
and trips, various outdoor
excursions, and Girls’ Games.
Miss Lucy Ivison joined
Yarm in 2019 as a maternity
cover Dance Teacher. Miss
Ivison was thrown in at the
deep end, having to navigate
year group bubbles and other
restrictions as a result of
Covid-19, however she has
done an excellent job and has
ignited a passion for dance
in pupils across the School.

North Yorkshire (and her now
husband) whilst studying
Psychology at York University.
She completed her teacher
training in English at Exeter
before obtaining her Masters
in Education from Edge Hill.
Mrs Bridle has a passion for
winter sports, especially
snowboarding, and enjoys
yoga, reading and travel.
Dr Bethany Harker joins us
from Stoke on Trent as a Teacher
of Biology. Originally from
Rotherham, Dr Harker obtained
her undergraduate degree from
The University of Manchester
before completing her Masters
and PhD at Edinburgh
University. Dr Harker enjoys
crocheting and the art of poi.
Miss Lauren Hodgson has
been appointed as a Teacher
of PE/Girls’ Games. Miss
Hodgson has degrees in Sport
and Exercise Coaching Science
from Teesside University and
Primary Education from High

Force SCITT. She currently
coaches U13 and U14 squads
at Grangetown Netball Club
and has previously represented
the club in the Premiership.
We welcome Miss Annabel
Street to the DT Department.
Miss Street, who joins us
from Laurence Jackson,
studied Graphic Design at the
University of Cumbria before
completing her PGCE in DT
at Northumbria University.
When she’s not busy renovating
her house, Miss Street enjoys
reading, walking and hiking.
Miss Jennifer Waters joins
us as a Teacher of Biology.
Miss Waters studied Zoology at
Leeds University and went on
to work in medical information
for pharmaceutical companies
before training as a teacher
in 2012. She is no stranger
to the North York Moors and
spends her weekends exploring
them with her french bulldog,
Patrice, and son, George.

...and the best of luck
in your new posts

Starters And Leavers / YSA

a stunt
driving day,
hotel breaks,
a shooting
experience at
Thimbleby Manor
his past year has certainly and so many more. The night
was a great success and it
been an unusual year for
was amazing to be able to
everyone. Sadly, so many
reconnect with the School
of our popular annual events
community, albeit virtually.
had to be cancelled, including
Due to the generosity of
our greatly anticipated
our sponsors and guests, we
Christmas Indoor Market but
despite the challenges we faced, handed an incredible £4,307
we have continued our monthly to Little Sprouts. Dr Williams,
Vicki Gatenby and I visited
YSA meetings via Zoom and
Debbie Fixter at the Little
have found creative ways to
Sprouts premises in Thornaby
keep things ticking over…
and saw first-hand how the
In March we held a virtual
money will be put to good use
Charity Quiz Night in aid of
Little Sprouts – a local charity helping our local community.
At the Association’s Annual
and foodbank. The incredible
General Meeting in February,
Steve Walls, a local compere,
comedian and vocalist, hosted I was re-elected as Chair, Lisa
Willis as Deputy Chair and
the evening with technical
Claire Grylls as Treasurer.
help from YSA member, Rory
Stephen; the pair instrumental Sharron Meager relinquished
the role of Secretary but still
in ensuring everyone had a
remains an active member of
fantastic night. Members of
the committee rallied to source the committee; this position
is currently vacant. We also
a variety of exciting auction
said thank you and goodbye to
and raffle prizes including
long-standing committee
member Alison Gallagher
and bid farewell to Deputy
Head, David Woodward
who has served for over
22 years on the YSA. The
whole committee are
incredibly grateful for
everything he has done
and wish him well in
his retirement. Santa’s
Grotto will not be the
same without him!

T

We have been able to
fund a number of projects
in school, such as:
n a range of picture frames
for the Art Department
to showcase pupils’
creative work
n 10 sliders and mats for
the pilates group
n an outdoor defibrillator
with a locked coded box
At Easter, the committee
surprised Senior School pupils
with Easter eggs and when
summer finally arrived, pupils
and students were treated

to ice-creams or non-dairy
alternatives as a reward for all
of their hard work during an
especially challenging year.
As we look towards the
next academic year, we are
crossing our fingers in the
hope that we can get back to
hosting various events, from
our Christmas Indoor Market
to a 2022 summer soirée,
and everything in between.
We love hearing fresh ideas
and would be delighted to
welcome more parents onto
the committee to develop a
closer relationship with the
School and help organise
more exciting events for the
School community. If this
sounds like something you’re
interested in, please do not
hesitate to contact me on
ysa@yarmschool.org for more
information. Meetings are
held one Monday evening a
month during term time, we
also have a Facebook group
for those unable to attend.
Amanda Stephen, YSA Chair
Yarm school Magazine 2020-21
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Despite the challenges and disruption to normal school life
over the past year, our kitchen staff have continued to keep us
fueled and ready for action. Catherine Evans caught up with
Pat Smith, our on-site Catering Manager to find out more.

Pandemic challenge met
head-on by Sodexo team

CE What did you find the
most challenging aspects
of continuing the food
service during lockdown?
PS The first thing that we all
remarked on was the need to
maintain social distance in the
kitchen areas while preparing
meals, as well as feeding the
children safely. I was focused
on trying to keep a nice, fun
atmosphere, particularly for the
little children in the Nursery.
The environment in the Nursery
is radically different from
the Senior School, so going
from feeding 700 to just 50
was quite a change. I actually
returned to the role of chef

while many of my team had
been furloughed, so it turned
out to be a nice opportunity
for me to practise some of my
practical cooking skills!
One of the unexpected
challenges that the skeleton
team faced was actually
remembering to put the
‘approved to travel’ letter in our
cars in case we were stopped
by the police. It certainly
added a frisson of ‘derring
do’ to the normally mundane
commute to and from school.
Another very significant
challenge lay in the need to
keep abreast of the new Covid-19
regulations and guidance,

ensuring that we reflected
in our policies the guidance
coming from Government,
whether education or health.
We consumed a huge amount
of PPE and by my calculations,
we went through about 20
disposable aprons a day
between the 7 staff, making 100
a week and around 1,500 each
time a lockdown happened.
CE Did you find that lockdown
changed the way your supply
chain operates? Did you need
to source more foodstuffs
locally, for example?
PS Sodexo’s policy on food
miles is to source locally

Proud of our green credentials
As the School grows,
so does the need for
an efficient waste
removal solution. Our
Estates Team have
been working closely
with Veolia, a waste,
water and energy
management company,
to find an eco-friendly
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solution for the School's
increasing amount
of waste to avoid an
increase in vehicle
numbers, CO2 emissions
and health and safety
risks. Veolia installed
a 35 yard Static
Compactor and food
waste bins and within

the first 12 months of
our contract, the School
has already seen...
n 100% food
waste diverted
from landfill
n 21.91% (29.48
tonnes) less food
waste going
to landfill

n 5 general waste
compactor
exchanges
compared with
84 site visits
by vehicles
n 28.63% saved in
service costs
n 1,183 miles and
1,762 tonnes of CO2
saved each year

wherever possible. During
lockdown we found that
the number of suppliers
was reduced, as well as the
number of times deliveries
were made each week,
because we were catering
for a vastly reduced number
of people in school. I found
that the skeleton team really
bonded in its new form,
and developed a real sense
of wanting to support each
other. People had to become
much more flexible in their
roles and just ‘mucked in’ to
do whatever was required.
We worked hard to deliver
a reduced menu but still
ensuring there was choice,
putting on meals that we
knew would be popular,
while also providing
healthy and cold options.
In doing this, we were able
to cut down significantly
on waste. Fortunately,
Sodexo was well prepared
for any possible impact
from Brexit in January and
supplies and costs have
been well controlled since
then. We received a bulk
consignment of PPE right at
the beginning of January and
that lasted until we needed
to place a bulk re-order.
CE What do you think
worked particularly well
during the lockdowns?
PS The increased flexibility
of staff to carry out various
tasks; everyone understood
the imperative and just got
stuck in and the team spirit
was amazing. Our previous
Head Chef, Greg Wallace,
organised a Covid-19 app
which kept up morale and
helped us to maintain clear
communication routes, with
a quiz night every Friday!
I’ve actually found that the
discipline of zooming with
the team also helped me to
keep chatting regularly with
my son, who is currently
living in California.

Support Staff News
CE What made you
particularly proud of your
staff during this time?
PS My team has shown
amazing resilience and
adaptability in a world where
we have all been left quite
unsure, frequently pushing
themselves out of their comfort
zones and meeting constantly
changing deadlines. Their
teamwork has been incredible
and I am definitely proud of
what we have achieved.
CE Which elements of your
lunchtime provision have
worked particularly well?
PS I have to credit David
and Delia Allaway who have
been fantastic lunchtime
supervisors in the Dining
Hall. We could not have run
such an efficient service
without their willingness
to help us – they have been
vital. David also helps us
deliver the ‘Pick and Go’
service for staff in the Atrium
which is another critical area
of lunchtime provision.
We also invested in a
machine to heat-seal plastic
wrappers around individual
pieces of fruit or other
single items which helped
allay pupils’ fears about the
possibility of viral contagion.
It has certainly been a very
busy year but hopefully one
in which we have learnt and
grown together as a team,
supporting and encouraging
each other along the way.

Mass testing: Yarm steps up
The school community has dealt
with massive change, upheaval
and uncertainty as the climate
of pandemic life shifted.
On Thursday, 17th December –
Yarm’s last working day before
Christmas – we received a
notification on the BBC News app:
‘All secondary schools to start
mass testing from 4th January.’
Soon dawned the realisation
that many of us would have to
work flat-out over the holidays
if we were to stand any chance
of pulling this off; we needed an
appropriate location, workforce
and training all before the start
of the new term. The response
required a huge leap from our
staff’s skill set and took them
way out of their comfort zone but
it was all worth it if it was going to
allow us to bring the pupils back
to where they belong, safely.
Catherine Evans, School
Manager, was assigned the

Behind the scenes at
Yarm School Boat Club
When you think of any sport
you generally think of the
success and glory of what’s
been achieved. There’s
usually a support network,
or ‘back bone’, that has
contributed to this success
but generally goes unnoticed
behind the scenes.
I am the newest
member of Yarm’s Rowing
Department, which consists
of four staff in total.
Part of my role involves
coaching the J13/14/15
squads, in which I am
supported by numerous
teaching colleagues.

Secondary to my coaching,
I am also responsible for
the management and
maintenance of the School’s
rowing equipment which
encompasses over fifty
rowing boats and five
coaching launches.
At the beginning of each
academic year, I produce
a programme of planned
refurbishments so that
pupils have access to the
best possible equipment.
However, due to the nature
of rowing, some emergency
works are generally required
during the year as well. I also

considerable task of resourcing
the mass testing team and
scoping the work. From training
and implementation to finding
an appropriate location and
maintaining an auditable
QA process to protect testing
outcomes, a huge amount of
work went on behind the scenes
to bring the Testing Centre to
fruition. Each member of the
team also had to undertake
several hours of online training
– many of whom completed it
over their Christmas break.
We also needed to source
a lot of equipment that we
discovered had not been
supplied by the Government.
The team duly rallied round;
dashing to supermarkets, and
ordering from Amazon. The
DT Department even custommade our test tube racks!
Initially we tested children
of key workers and staff and
therefore only needed a
skeleton team; two testing
bays open for three hours
per day. When informed
we had to test every pupil
once before they returned
to school and a further
two times once back, we
opened all six testing
bays from 8am to 4pm.
This required a minimum
of 16 staff members
working tirelessly across

undertake periodic safety
checks on life jackets and
boats to ensure they meet
the high standards set out
by YSBC and British Rowing.
The most interesting thing
about my role is that no
one day is the same.
Covid-19 impacted our
‘normal’ routines, with
enhanced cleaning of all
equipment, both prior and
after each session, and
social distancing becoming
the norm. We also couldn’t
integrate different year
groups which, under normal
circumstances, helps
develop technique in our
younger pupils. Although
our approach to training had
to adapt, pupils were still

the Centre. Over the course of
nine days, the testing team
administered and processed
approximately 2,400 lateral
flow tests, working at a rate of
one test every two minutes.
Our thanks must go to Mr
Woodward and Mrs Gratton
for superbly organising the
pupils’ timings and prompt
arrival at the Test Centre; the
Estates Team for their amazing
resourcefulness and provision
of equipment (Michael Horsley
custom-built all the protective
screens); Liam Pereira and the
cleaning staff who maintained
high levels of cleanliness in
accordance with all required
guidelines; Jo Foggett (HR) and
Jackie Ward (Reprographics)
who ensured all the pupils
were registered upon arrival;
Luke James (Auditorium) for his
ingenuity and technical skills,
installing colour-coded lights for
each bay; and to the pupils for
their resilience and fortitude.
Thank you to the whole testing
team for going the extra mile to
keep our school community safe.
We did ourselves proud, proud
and the experience has set us up
well for any future requirements
to repeat the testing.
Mrs L Wheatley and Mrs J Gray

able to step into boats
and make the most of
training on the river.
It’s been brilliant
to see pupils return
to rowing after the
numerous lockdowns
they’ve endured, and I
am sure this has been
a welcome return
for some physical
sporting activity.
They were also
definitely left inspired to get
back on the water and race
after watching three former
pupils compete in the annual
Oxford vs. Cambridge Boat
races: Katie Anderson
(Oxford), Sarah Portsmouth
(Cambridge) and Hazel
Wake (Oxford, lightweight).

I am looking forward
to watching the next
generation of rowers
develop at Yarm and
hopefully, emulate
the recent success
of former pupils.
Ryan Bewick
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his year our GCSE
pupils and A Level
students faced national
lockdowns, periods of remote
learning and new, rigorous
assessments. They have been
distinctly challenged and
pressed to navigate uncertain
and turbulent times during
these important stages of their
school lives, however they
maintained their optimism,
engagement, commitment
and sheer hard work and
their efforts are rightfully
reflected in their excellent
examination results. These
continue Yarm’s longstanding
tradition of academic
success and within them are
many stories of individual
endeavour and determination
which has enabled pupils to
reach their full potential.
Yarm’s ethos of ‘Educating
for Life’ aims to prepare pupils
for the diverse challenges and
opportunities of life beyond
school and whilst no-one could
have prepared any of us for the
events that unfolded over the
last 18 months, we celebrate
the ways in which our pupils
adapted and persevered.
Beyond the classroom pupils
took full advantage of the
opportunities available to
them with notable sporting,
musical, dramatic and
extracurricular achievements
they should be proud of.
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A Level

Our students gained places to
study a vast and diverse range
of subjects at destinations
around the country.
Our performing arts students
demonstrate the varied paths
creative subjects can support:
our three Theatre Studies
students have gained places
to study English and Drama
at Exeter, Law at Northumbria
and a foundation degree in
Acting at Guildford School of
Acting, whilst our musicians
will read Aerospace Engineering
at Sheffield, Mechanical
Engineering at Birmingham
and Popular Music at The Royal
Northern College of Music.
Engineering proved
popular this year, with nine
students accepting places to
study mechanical, chemical,
aerospace, product design,
electrical, civil or general
engineering at prestigious
universities across the
country. We have also seen
continued success in students
gaining places on highly
competitive healthcare
degrees, with at least 11 of our
2021 leavers and a further 7
former pupils being accepted
onto Medical, Dentistry or
Veterinary (MDV) courses at
university this year, despite
the fierce competition for
these places. Six students
have gained places onto

Biomedical Science, Medical
Science, Physiotherapy, or
Nutrition courses. Psychology,
Business and Economics
and Law were among other
popular choices this year.
Other courses include:
Physics at Durham, German at
Oxford, Artificial Intelligence
and Computer Science at
Sheffield, Cosmetic Science at
UAL, History at Cambridge,
Architecture at Bath, Fashion
Design and Marketing at
Northumbria, and Biology
at St Andrews. One student
leaves Yarm to start a 12 month
internship with IBM on their
Futures Placement Scheme and
has accepted a place towill read
Economics at Exeter in 2022.
These young men and
women are well placed for
future success and we look
forward to seeing what they
achieve in the next steps
after Yarm; good luck!

GCSE
We also celebrate the
achievements of this year’s
GCSE pupils, who achieved
strong results in subjects
across the board, as well
as the many examples
of outstanding personal
achievement as deserved
reward for the pupils.
16 pupils achieved eight or
more grade 9s, and among

the pupils who achieved 11
grade 9s at GCSE are three
pupils who represented
Yarm at the prestigious
Henley Women’s Regatta
this summer in the J16 quad.
The fourth crew member
also performed extremely
strongly, finishing with
a total of ten grade nines
and one grade eight.
Four other students who
achieved a full house of
grade nines also obtained a
unique 2020-21 Certificate
of Achievement in the Duke
of Edinburgh this year,
demonstrating perfectly
how Yarm’s pupils balance
an all round education and
achieve great things inside
and outside of the classroom.
Two pupils who achieved
11 grade 9s made significant
contributions to the Music
Department, specifically the
virtual performances put
together during lockdown,
and were awarded impressive
marks in their music exams.
Other pupils who achieved
fantastic results have also
gained representative
honours in their chosen
sports, including county
hockey, international
netball and more.
The enthusiasm, optimism
and generosity of spirit our
GCSE pupils have shown
this year, in the face of a
global pandemic, has been
inspirational and it has been
a pleasure and a privilege
to witness their progress.

Exam Results / School Appointments

School Officers 2021 – 2022
Captains of School

Maddy Jackson

Noah Bickenson

Vice Captains

Emily Carter

Kieran Gill

Mia Mack

Shilpi Nanda

Abhinav Ramisetty

Prefect Appointments
Aidan House

Bede House

Cuthbert House

Oswald House

Joseph Barron

PSMP

Sophie Brining

PSMP

James Beck

Annabella Burgess

psmp +
ahc

Lily Cordwell-Smith

PSMP

Henri Butler

CHC

Natasha Davis

PSMP

Megan Fairley

BHC

Abigail Clements

CHC

James Jagger

OHC

Hasmeet Gill

PSMP

Olivia Davies

Tom Howard

BHC

Thomas Foster

PSMP

Divyadarshan Prabhakar

PSMP

Vignesh Janakiraman

BHC

Sophie Gatenby

PSMP

Owen Reed

PSMP

Patricia Jude

PSMP

Dominic Green

Charlotte Rutter

OHC

Tarrun Sandhu

PSMP

Ananya Singh

psmp +
Ohc

George Swinbank

OHC

Alice Clough

PSMP

Tom Crack

AHC

Alistair Cropp
Isabelle Fielding
Himank Kulkarni
Madeleine Lane

AHC

Mark Probets

PSMP

Emily Scott
Ben Thompson

PSMP

James Thomson
Emma Weatherhead

AHC

Callum Wiedman
Charlotte Wood

PSMP

Christopher Lightfoot

Lochlain Lacy

Connor McMurray

PSMP

Matthew Maloy

Ananya Padmanabhan

BHC

Sarah Mhando

Ben Peacock

PSMP

Anna Reeves

Iyrah Swati

Connor Brown

Rebecca Keetley

CHC
CHC

William Riley

PSMP

Pippa Sanderson

PSMP

Gautam Sathyamurthy

PSMP

Suneil Sidhu

PSMP

Key: SVC = School Vice Captain AHC = Aidan House Captain BHC = Bede House Captain CHC = Cuthbert House Captain OHC = Oswald House Captain
PSMP = Peer Support Mentor Prefect
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