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Helping our
pupils to be
the very best
they can be
A warm welcome to the XXVIII edition of Yarm Prep
School’s Phoenix Magazine. I hope that you enjoy the
range of articles, photographs and memories from
the academic year 2020/21. I am grateful to all of
the contributors and editors who have made this
edition such a vibrant round up of a year in the life
of our school.
2020/21 has certainly provided its obstacles, but it
should be remembered as a time when the School
community pulled together in so many ways. This
year has really showcased the resilience, adaptability,
perspective, motivation and empathy of our children.
More importantly we have seen much kindness,
mutual respect and trust displayed between our pupils.
They have truly exemplified our School Values in so
many ways, and we are immeasurably proud of their
achievements.
I am hugely grateful to my colleagues and I commend
the resourcefulness, care, loyalty and professionalism
that they have demonstrated for the School and for all
our children. The whole team (teaching, support staff,
estates, administrative, kitchen staff and cleaners) have
committed wholeheartedly to supporting our operations
and through doing so, every girl and boy.
The support of our parents has once again been
tremendous. Thank you for the trust and confidence
you continue to place in us. We are honoured that you
chose Yarm School for your children. The School was
founded on a spirit of partnership and this remains to
this day, for the benefit of the boys and girls who are
part of our community and those yet to pass through
the School.
As we look to the future, we can do so in the confidence
that the bonds forged in adversity this year will stay
with us. We have certainly grown together during the
most challenging of circumstances. There is no doubt
that the year ahead will bring further adventures and
opportunities for every boy and girl to flourish.

Mr Bill Sawyer
Head of the Preparatory School
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Learning is never confined
to the four walls of a
classroom at Yarm Pre-Prep.

T

here is no better way to
discover more about the
changing seasons than
with an adventure in the great
outdoors. During their time in
Reception, the children have
enjoyed frosty walks through
the winter woodlands, growing
colourful flowers in spring, picking
wild garlic during the summer and
harvesting fruit in the autumn.

6
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‘Apple festival’ proved to
be inspiring and memorable.
After collecting a basketful
of the fruit, the children then
made their own streamers from
coloured paper and performed
a traditional harvest dance to
welcome the new season! The
harvest was put to good use
when the children made their
own fresh pressed apple juice.

Reception

Yarm preparatory school Magazine 2020-21
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The children in
Year 1 have a love
of learning. Wherever
they are, whatever
they do, they do it with
joy and enthusiasm.
Their spirits haven’t
been dampened by
these extraordinary
times, making the
most of every
opportunity offered.
Here are some of our
favourite moments!

Yarm preparatory school Magazine 2020-21
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This year has been unlike any other, however the Year 2
children have thoroughly enjoyed their final year in
the Pre-Prep and are ready for the new and exciting
adventures which await them in the Prep School.

QUOTES from
the children:
“Most of all we enjoy
being with the whole
year group, spending
time together, going to
the woods and having
fun with our friends.”

“In November we had an
exciting event when
we found Aurora in
the lift. The next day
we followed a trail of
glittering slime which
led us to the landing
site of her spacecraft.
We wrote a story
about Aurora and
enjoyed having her
in our classrooms.”

“During the year we
have participated in
many special events,
when we have thought
of others.”
These included:

• The Reindeer Run,
• World Book Day,
• Remembrance Day,
• Pyjamarama Day,
• The Big Chill,
• and Red Nose Day.

10
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memory

Year 2

“Tuesday art lessons with
Mrs Symmington are always
a highlight. We have created
beach scenes, our own abstract
patterns and Van Gogh’s
Starry Night. We loved looking
at the work of Mackenzie
Thorpe, we reimagined his
famous Wonka Land and
Hold On To Love pictures.”

makers

“We observed the building site
with great interest and were
fortunate enough to see first
hand what has been happening.
Mr Hodgson has kept us updated
on how the work is progressing
and we look forward to seeing
the car park in October.”

“We also enjoyed our foundation
subject learning: PE because we
love exploring the apparatus,
in music we create our own
music, we practise our spoken
French by singing, Science
investigations are so exciting!”
“The Halloween disco gave us the
opportunity to demonstrate our
wonderful dancing skills. We
dressed up as ghosts, witches,
animals and scary creatures and
partied the afternoon away.”

“Our remote learning was fun,
our teachers demonstrated a
growth mindset because when
the technology failed we learnt
together and always with a
smile on our faces. At this time,
although we weren’t together
we managed to learn, have
fun and develop new skills.”

Yarm preparatory school Magazine 2020-21
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The children in the Pre-Prep loved
their afternoons in the woods
exploring the great outdoors.
Adventures have been had as
the children’s imaginations were
left to run wild! Their inquisitive
minds were full of questions and
we enjoyed learning about nature
and appreciating our environment.
The benefits of being outdoors are
endless – fun, friendship
and freedom to explore.
12
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Pre-Prep Woodland
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Prep Woodland

Woodland activities
remain a firm favourite
whatever age you are!
From Nursery picking
the wild garlic to Prep
School lashing sticks and
building campfires, the
love for the outdoors is
evident for all to see in
the pictures. This year
the Year 3 Nativity was
staged in the woods,
expertly put together
by Mrs Arrol, Miss
Carney and Miss Darbar;
a woodland musical
masterpiece.
Year 5 have taken the
opportunity to build fires
and enjoyed bread baking
and s’mores. The Eco
Club have been noticing
the changing of seasons
and the Wednesday
activity group have
been making clay
woodland creatures
and den building.
Next academic year
we will be back in full
woodland mode!
Yarm preparatory school Magazine 2020-21
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RESOURCEFUL
& RESILIENT...
Once again, pupils continued to
inspire staff with how resourceful
and resilient they have been this
year. During the Spring Term they
enthusiastically continued their
learning at home, or as part of a
keyworker bubble in school. Daily
lessons in all curriculum areas
gave us the opportunity to explore
some interesting topics and our
inquisitive and hardworking
children produced some fantastic
work. Using Google Meet, we
were able to continue to learn
collaboratively: many books
were explored, maths problems
reasoned, philosophical questions
discussed and periods of history
encountered. We even managed
to squeeze in a remote World
Book Day celebration! It was
also amazing to see the children
getting so involved in the running
and climbing challenges set for
them by the Sports Department.
Well done to all our pupils, we are
so very proud of you all!
Mrs J Pawluk
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Remote Learning
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Remote Learning

FUN TIME!
Everyday we would adventure
All around
But the next day,
Everything turned upside down.
Suddenly, we were locked in our house
Everywhere we went was complete silence
No one was seen, not even a mouse,
At least there wasn't any violence.
But hold on!
We still had fun!
Playing in our gardens
And spending time with mum!
We had so much time to play,
Watching movies til late at night
Playing in the sun all day
Everything wasn't so tight.
Don't be so dull
Positivity is in the air!
My drawings were so
colourful!
Even though lockdown
was still there,
I didn't care!
Poetry by
Nethuki M, 5W
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I really enjoy science because...

...I enjoy investigating different things and learning how
they work. My favourite investigation was when we tested
the strength of the bridges we designed. To create our
bridge we used newspaper which was rolled up and then
sellotaped into a tube. We made three of these tubes.
After that we decided to cut them in half to make more
structure at the base of the bridge. In this investigation
I learnt that height is not always best and one needs to
spread the weight out. The most enjoyable part was when
we tested how many books we could put onto the big
bold bridge. Our bridge held 16 books. We were even the
winning team of the experiment. Since doing this I have
visited the famous Transporter Bridge in Teesside and the
Millennium Bridge in Gateshead. What amazing bridges.
Miles P, 3A

I really like science because...

...you don’t always know what to expect. You don’t know if
your experiments may go right or wrong, whether they will
be a great success or a major flop. Science makes me focus
on one thing, it empties my head of other things while I
investigate and experiment. Science brings together skills
from other subjects to help calculate and document your
experiments, builds knowledge and teaches us facts about
the world around us. My favourite science investigation was
‘Building paper column structures – investigating which
shaped structure would hold the most books.’ We built
triangular, rectangular and cylindrical shaped structures.
We predicted which shape would hold the most books
– I predicted the cylindrical shape because a project I did
in Year 2 showed it held the most objects compared to
other shapes. We carried out the experiment, observed
what happened and recorded the results. The cylinder
held the most books by far, next was the rectangular
shape and the triangular shape was a failure.
Benjamin F, 3C
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I like science because...

...it tells me what things are and what the correct answer is.
I like to do investigations because I like solving a problem
and I like working it out. I like doing the partner work because
I’m Japanese so if I don’t understand it, I can ask my partner
to help me. I enjoyed all the tasks but I mostly enjoyed the
magnet tasks. I played with a magnet and I investigated it.
My hardest investigation was ‘are bigger magnets stronger?’
and I thought no but the right answer was yes. I was not
sad or angry because I can correct myself next time.
I’m doing plant science now and I enjoy it.
Satoshi Y, 3D

Science

I have really enjoyed science this year...

...I find science fun and enjoy carrying out experiments to find
out the results. We learnt about electricity this year and my
favourite investigation was about conductors and insulators.
We used our knowledge from the earlier lessons to create
a circuit to light a bulb. Each material was connected to the
circuit to find out if it conducted electricity. I learnt that we
had a lot more insulator materials than conductors. I enjoyed
it because it was a fun experiment and now I know what I
need to conduct electricity. I really like science because to
me, science is important so you can stay healthy, make new
exciting things; create medicines and all sorts of amazing stuff!

I have really enjoyed this term in science...

...Mr Grundmann has been an excellent teacher and has
made science fun for all of us. I think one of my favourite
investigations was when we tied different sized bin bags onto
chess pieces and threw them off the highest point on the fire
escape to see how long each one took to land on the ground.
I remember lots of them got caught on the top of the shed,
and on the lower part of the fire escape. Most of them got
stuck there, so we couldn’t record the time! I also really liked
when we wrote about the three stages of the life cycle of a
chicken (egg, chick, chicken), I learnt quite a lot about them!
Edi R-S, 5W

Noah A, 4J

I enjoy science because...

...it helps me to find out about how the world works.
My favourite science investigation this year was when
my group and I investigated if adding more wires to a
complete circuit makes the bulb brighter or dimmer. For
this investigation, I had to be inquisitive and I also had to
use my observation skills. I noticed that the more wires my
group and I added, the dimmer the bulb became. I enjoyed
this experiment because I liked investigating the effects
of adjusting a circuit and making it longer or shorter.
Emma A, 4J

I have loved being in 6G...

...mainly because of the science lesson. I love science
because whenever we do a new experiment, I always
learn something new even if I think I know all about it.
I haven’t once not learnt something new whilst doing
an experiment. My personal favourite experiment was
when we measured shadows of a glue stick at different
distances away from the light source. I enjoyed doing this
experiment because I learnt that the further away the glue
stick was to the light source, the smaller the shadow.
George W, 6G

I have enjoyed science because...

I have really enjoyed doing science this year...

...there are so many things you can learn about, from gravity to
the solar system, with many investigations and experiments
you can conduct. I am also pleased to have Mr Grundmann
as a science teacher because he is very knowledgeable and
clear in explaining things in these topics. I’ve most enjoyed
researching Earth and space because there are so many
facts and experiments with a variety of things to do and it is
not just all theory. My favourite investigation was when we
got a torch and a polystyrene orb and re-enacted the solar
system; the torch being the sun, and the orb being the Earth.
What helped me in this investigation was the facts that we
researched which gave me a good understanding of the
Earth, sun and the way our solar system actually works.

...and I am sure that the rest of Y6 has too! We have carried
out several investigations but my favourite topic was learning
about light. I enjoyed this topic in particular because of the
different projects and investigations we did during it. The most
intriguing one was learning how light travels and we carried
out the investigation to learn how it travels in different ways.
When we were doing the investigation we used tubes, torches
and mirrors, which helped us understand that light only travels
in straight lines. As well as using the variables, we had to think
outside of the box and work as a team. We also explored how
light travels using a pinhole viewer. Light travels through the
pinhole viewer through a small pinhole and then creates an
image on the wax paper, just like our eye does. I found this
investigation fascinating and lots of fun as well!

Jacob B, 5B

Sanju V, 6G
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tech nology
Design Technology is one of
my favourite subjects...
...because I enjoy designing and creating models.
This year I loved designing and constructing a felt
pencil case. I faced challenges when sewing –
my thread got into knots (which was really quite
annoying) but I learnt to develop my sewing
skills. I also enjoyed the lesson where we had
to design a new improved version of a British
designer’s inventions.
James C, 4J

I have loved designing
the Tudor slippers...
... it has been so much fun! I liked how we got
taught how to sew! Since we went into lockdown,
we could not do our Tudor slippers, but the tasks
Mr Carss set were still so much fun! My favourite
task was when I had to design a WW1 care box for
my loved ones. I really enjoyed the task because it
made me think of how families in WW1 sent their
loved ones care boxes and what they put inside
them. I can’t wait to come back to school to create
more wonderful things in DT!
Eleanor W, 5W

This year in DT one of
my highlights would be...
...the making of the Tudor slipper because it was
a very interesting subject to learn about and the
sewing techniques were fun and very relaxing to
do. In lockdown, DT took on a different form that
I really enjoyed, especially when we had to create
a little pretend basket – a care box – to be sent to
a loved one in the First World War. I loved adding
little details and perfecting it and it was a project
I enjoyed so much. This year we have seen that
whenever and wherever you are, you can always
create a wonderful piece of DT work!

I love DT... it is my
favourite subject...
...Design is an area I would love to be in when I grow
up. I really enjoyed researching the work of Charles
Rennie Mackintosh. His design features were really
strong and even though they are over 100 years
old, they still look really modern to this day. I was
delighted to design a chair inspired by him. I have
learnt new skills this year. I am better at taking
design features from other products and using them
to develop my own work. I was proud to overcome
the challenge of mastering Procreate to create my
designs. I have been using this technology for most
of my DT and I now feel like a master on Procreate.
Zoe W, 6G

During DT this past
lockdown ... I have
enjoyed the freedom
Mr Carss gave us...
...Despite being bound to restrictions and many
pupils not having any of the right equipment or
supervision, Mr Carss managed to come up with
fun activities for us to do in DT. In one particular
week, we had to design a Chinese structure
and – if possible – make it in Lego or another
construction material. I enjoyed this lesson in
particular because it was like climbing a tree
but with just enough instructions to get to the
top. Another week we had to design a new bike
and although the latter and the former are two
completely different subjects, they still had
one thing in common which was the freedom
to take the design wherever we wanted to but
not straying too far from the subject.
Mr Carss chose subjects which were easily
expandable such as designing a dress fit for
the Duchess or creating a new modern fan,
but both of these options still allowed you to
use your imagination to its full potential.
Sam L, 6G

Ella F, 5B
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DT / Computing

T

Computing

he opportunities presented by the
periods of lockdown brought about
great developments in computing
over the course of the year. With every
child in Year 4 and above receiving
their own Chromebook (and every child
from Years 1-3 having 1-2-1 access to a
Chromebook in school), it allowed all of
the pupils to work effectively throughout
the pandemic. Skills that would normally
take time to develop suddenly became
standard. As a result we have had to
rapidly evolve the computing curriculum.
True to our ethos though, we continue
to provide our pupils with the chance to
develop their growth mindset and build
resilience, something computing is perfect
for. We thrive on making mistakes when
coding, whether it is Year 3 making an
animation in Scratch, Year 4 designing a
toy prototype or Year 6 coding a webpage
with JavaScript and HTML, we learn from
each other’s errors and build from these.
Coding is just one area of the
computing curriculum. This year, Year
3 have developed their communication
and collaboration skills by working
together on joint presentations using
a number of Google apps, including
Gmail. Year 5 explored websites to
determine what would make a website
appealing to a Year 2 child. Armed
with this knowledge, they then built a
‘Welcome to the Prep School’ site for their
target audience using Google Sites.
Elsewhere, our usual partnership
with local primary schools to deliver
Digital Leaders groups could not go
ahead for obvious reasons, but our
leaders continued to develop skills and
share their expert practice with their
peers and teachers. We also ran various
clubs and activities, including typing
skills, Lego coding and Microbits.

Mr G Stone

Yarm preparatory school Magazine 2020-21
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I

t has been yet another busy and
exciting year in the art room for our
Prep children.
Year 3 executed beautiful Aboriginal inspired
paintings exploring pattern, texture, print
and shape. They also had the opportunity to
develop their modelling skills and work in 3D
by making colourful clay lizards mounted on
tiles and sculpting fierce Viking warriors.
Year 4 examined butterflies and bees,
creating some beautiful and very wellexecuted work in their sketchbooks. They
made a study of Indian puppets and developed
individual Indian Prince and Princess
collages which paid attention to detail and
texture enhanced with a variety of collage
materials. The children also successfully
manipulated clay into delightful Indian
puppets dressed in a variety of costumes.
Not to be outdone, Year 5 worked on a
variety of portraits from Hans Holbein to
Paula Rego. Their efforts to emulate the
artists’ style produced some very pleasing
outcomes indeed. They then had fun mastering
techniques in silk painting inspired by the
plant and foliage work of William Morris.
In Year 6, pupils studied concepts behind a
variety of different artwork from old masters
to contemporary artists of today. They
experimented with watercolour, gouache,
pastels, graphite and acrylics to create
images which represent different places.
Nurturing the passion and desire to be
involved in art has been a heart-warming
and ongoing privilege throughout this
often difficult year. The children rose to the
challenges of remote working and met each
week with resilience and perseverance –
often having to be more imaginative with
art materials that were available to them.
It has been truly rewarding to witness the
pleasure and success that our pupils have
achieved – we are so proud of them!

Mrs A White and Mrs R Shepherd
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Art

Quotes from our art pupils...
“Art has been a fun subject this year. The butterflies were
full of brightness, happiness and colour. The Indian
puppets were a phenomenon! I love art and I have learnt
many things and have developed life-long skills.”
Thomas F, 4J

“What I loved about art this year is that we got to be
creative and had something new to draw each week
while being with our friends and having fun.”
Jessica F, 4J

“This term in art we have been focussing on Indian
Puppets. In one lesson, we made a stamp for a
competition and if we win, it will be a new stamp used
by Royal Mail. Art is so fun, I would recommend it.”
Lucy W, 4J

“What I have enjoyed about art this year is the fact that
we have been able to create lots of images. We have
used lots of paint which I enjoy because it relaxes me.
We have focussed on still life and Indian puppets.
My favourite thing we did was Indian puppets.”
Amelia O’C, 4J

“What I like about art is how mindful it is. It opens up
your imagination and you can paint, draw, sketch and
do any other form of art. Three words to describe art
are creative, mindful and relaxing. Art is amazing!”
Beatrice M, 4J

“I love everything about doing art because we make
clay models, draw butterfly wings, feathers, animals
from Australia, make Indian puppets, draw portraits,
landscapes, design stamps and much more!”
Udham C, 4J
Yarm preparatory school Magazine 2020-21
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Year 6 comments...
“I have enjoyed art this year and for the
whole of my time at the Prep School.
I have learnt how to shade and make
my drawings realistic.”
Minakshi P-M, 6G

“I enjoyed painting landscapes and learning
about different techniques while painting
different elements in the scene. We also
learnt how to contrast different colours,
some subtle and some vibrant, to make the
painting come together.”
Janvi C, 6G

“I have enjoyed art this year, especially
when we were recreating the drawings
by Lowry because we have learnt about
shading, perspective and how to use
paints and pastels.”
Rosie W, 6G
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Art / STEAM

Empowered by

S•T•E•A•M•••
Our STEAM clubs
have been very
well attended this
year and pupils
throughout the
Prep School have
loved being able
to explore new
passions within
the timetable
and at our after
school clubs.
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MUSIC

Music

T

he children showed huge
resilience, resourcefulness
and skill this year. When told
we couldn’t sing indoors, we stepped
outside and brought the School grounds
to life rehearsing in chill winds for our
wonderful virtual carol service. During
the spring lockdown, pupils showed their
mettle and sent in brilliant recordings of
home performances which we then put
together for a series of virtual concerts.
Our virtual choir and orchestra had
great fun, a real highlight being our
Bring Me Sunshine video which saw
many pupils, along with their teachers,
playing along to the backing track.
Those who didn’t play were invited to
sing or dance; Mr Grundmann’s rendition
of the Morecambe and Wise Skip
Dance will live on in many memories.
With Mr McIntyre’s help, we produced
a wonderful Prep performance.
As the year went on, string, brass
and recorder ensembles resumed
in year group bubbles and we were
delighted when it became possible to
resume our Year 3 Wider Opportunities
Scheme. We were delighted to put
on a live performance (finally!) at the
Year 6 Prize Giving: the solos were
beautifully played and the whole year
group sang medleys of songs and
rounds from America and Africa.
Mr R Gooding
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WORLD

BOOK
DAY
Despite the distance,
World Book Day, on
Thursday, 4th March,
was no different to
years gone by. Each
child embraced the
ethos of the event and
dressed up as fabulous
book characters,
whether remotely or
in school, to celebrate
the sharing of stories
with one another.
As usual, it was an
amazing day, with
everyone having
their own unique
way of dressing up
as their favourite
book characters.
Across school, there
was an array of
activities and remote
learning, creating a
lasting memory of
resilience and fun in
the spirit of the day.
Remember though,
reading for pleasure
is a year round
event to be shared
with everyone!
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World Book Day / Theme Day

T

his year, Chinese New
Year was at the centre of
our whole school themed
week. We enjoyed hearing from
parents and outside speakers
on the fascinating traditions
and customs surrounding this
important festival. The learning
tasks on the subject were also
most creative and provided a
real vibrancy to our discoveries.
For example, Reception made
lanterns whilst Year 2 designed
Willow pattern plates and used
watercolours to create beautiful
Chinese fishing scenes, and
Year 4 welcomed Jolene and
Seraphine – two teachers who
Mr Stone used to work with in
Macau – via Google Meet.

Chinese
N E W

Y E A R
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Eco Club has been in full force this year. Although we only had
a handful of activity sessions, the group observed the changing
seasons, began to clear the huge Prep School allotment and briefly
looked at the impacts of the new car park on the environment.
Litter picking was also always a favourite with the club!
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Eco Club / Chess

checkmates...
W
e are looking ahead to a
very busy year of chess at
Yarm Preparatory School.
Virtually all of our special events
were postponed due to Covid-19
and so we’re all more eager than
ever to return to action. That’s not
to say that we were idle throughout
this last year; far from it...
We had weekly chess sessions
as part of the Year 3 carousel, this
helped to increase the skills of the
children who already knew how to
play chess whilst enabling us to
teach children who were new to the
game. We extended the number of
chess clubs available for the other
Prep School age groups too, while
keeping the children in their year
group bubbles the whole time.

There were also weekly 1-2-1
sessions with the players who
wanted to take their game a step
further and these even continued
during the lockdowns when
we switched to online delivery.
Furthermore, we added a whole
range of instructive chess
videos, worksheets and Kahoot!
quizzes to the School’s activity
Google platform. As regards
competitions, we were still able
to run the annual Knockout
Tournament by having a different
section for each year group.

The year ahead will
bring the return of…
l The Teesside Team
Championship which
traditionally features over
120 children from all over
the Teesside area.
l Our annual Teesside Individual
Chess Championships
where numerous titles are
earned and awarded.

Right:
Natasha Pointon (winner)
and Anjali Ramisetty
(runner-up) make history
by being a part of Yarm's
first all girl KO Chess Final.

l The annual HMC Chess
Championships, at QEGS in
Wakefield. Our players always
enjoy this event as it gives our
teams the opportunity to test
their strength against some of
the best teams from all over
the North of England. Yarm
Preparatory School is one of
very few schools to have been
victorious in both the Under
9 and Under 11 categories.
l Yarm School’s Delancey UK
Chess Challenge ‘Megafinal’,
one of the most prestigious
events in the North East of
England which will be held
at the magnificent Princess
Alexandra Auditorium.
l Our very competitive House
Chess Championship, as
well as the annual Knockout
Tournament which dates
back to the early 1990s.
We will have more special chess
events throughout the year too,
as we celebrate the return to full
chess action. It is going to be quite
a year for our 64-squared world!
Sean Marsh
(Yarm Prep School’s Chess Coach)
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Activities
The opportunity to broaden horizons is
always at the core of our clubs and activities
programme at Yarm. All of the children
have the opportunity to participate in a
range of clubs before, during and after
school, and we continued to widen the
selection available over the course of the
year in the face of lockdown restrictions.
This meant all activities and clubs had
to take place in year group bubbles.
Despite two periods of lockdown, we still
managed in excess of 70 clubs and activities
every week. Our Monday carousel session
– which takes place in the last lesson
of the day – provided opportunities for
mindfulness in Year 5, chess for all in Year
3 and outdoor adventures and journaling
for Year 4. Our Year 6 children also had the
opportunity to learn all about enterprise
and business with Mr Ivey from the Senior
School – perfect preparation for their
Summer Fair enterprise initiatives.
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Children choose their activities every last
lesson on Wednesdays and the past twelve
months has given rise to all manner of
choices, with Spanish proving very popular
among our Year 6 children, with Mrs Addison
(Spanish teacher from the Senior School)
ensuring every child went home with their
own Spanish name! Lego coding proved
popular in Years 3 and 4, while tennis,
parkour and even ultimate frisbee give you an
idea of the sporting options available to all.
Lunchtimes and after schools gave rise to
further chances for children to show their
ambition by seeking out the challenge of new
activities. We will never forget Mr Gooding
taking year group school choir sessions every
lunchtime outdoors. Come rain or shine, the
piano was playing and the children were in
fine voice! Kickboxing, dance and gymnastics
proved as popular as usual, while gardening
and Digital Leaders kept many minds busy.
Mr G Stone
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Nursery gathered around the Christmas tree in
their very special, homemade Christmas crowns,
and performed an array of wonderful Christmas
carols for their mummies and daddies at home.
They weren’t phased by any of the cameras or
lights and sang every song beautifully!
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Carols: Nursery / Nativity: EYFS

The Reception children
entertained with their
performance of ‘A Bundle of
Joy’; an endearing recount
of the traditional nativity
through the eyes of a rather
grumpy donkey, Grumble.
Undeterred by the bright
lights, our youngest of
actors confidently took to
the stage equipped with
smiles for the camera
and all had a line to say.
Enthusiastic singing and
dancing lifted our spirits
in the most challenging of
Christmas periods;
even Grumble was
reminded of the love
and joy that pervades. Just
four and five years old and
already stars on the screen;
what an achievement.
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The children in Year 1 loved taking on the
roles of the different animals and using their
characters to tell the story. They did ever so well
to learn their lines, sing the songs and give a
great performance, full of fun enthusiasm!

BOR
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Nativity: Year 1 / Year 2

A

lthough a very different
Christmas Nativity this year,
our Year 2 children proved how
adaptable they are because as well
as being able to present an extremely
accomplished performance, it was also
reminiscent of a scene from a film set!
Covid-19 was not going to stop this
group of Year 2 children from having
a wonderful time with their friends,
singing their hearts out and presenting
the traditional retelling of the birth
of Jesus. The story began with a cosy
family scene where four young children
were being told about Mary and Joseph
riding on a donkey to Bethlehem by
their mother and grandmother sitting
by their fire. As the story unravelled,
there was the introduction of Angel
Gabriel and her singing angels, the
townspeople, the shepherds and finally
the three, magnificent kings with their
camels. The story was narrated by a
bespectacled grandmother and mother
who needed to learn so many lines.
This year, the costumes remained
in their boxes as only head dresses
could be worn, but this certainly did
not prevent the children from speaking
their lines clearly and with pride. The
filming really was similar to the BBC
with spot lights, several cameras and
the technical wizardry of Mr Brookes,
Beth and Luke. The highlights of
the show were the superb acting,
beautiful singing and the comical
Three Kings dancing around the hall.
Thank you to everybody who helped
to make ‘A King is Born’ so successful
and most especially our technical
assistants from the Senior School!

Yarm preparatory school Magazine 2020-21

39

e
h
t
s
a
’Tw

We weren’t going
to let a very strange
year stop us from
enjoying some festive
fun. Year 3 filled the Yurt
with Christmassy magic
during their performance
of ’Twas the night before
Christmas.
The narrators made sure
the audience were sitting
all cozy and warm and
told the story beautifully.
Tallulah and Harry,
who played the parts
of Mr and Mrs Claus,
together with some
special reindeers, cheeky
mice, naughty elves,
fancy fairies, rocking
robins, Christmas puds
and of course mum and
dad, really brought the
magic of Christmas Eve
to life. It was an extra
special nativity this year
and the children got to
enjoy hot chocolate and
cookies by the fire as a
well earned treat! Well
done boys and girls
– we are so very
proud of you!
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Nativity: Y3 / Sports Tour: Y6
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Towards the end of the
Summer Term, Year 6 visited
Barlborough Hall for a day
of great fun. They participated
in a range of team games,
played a number of sports
matches in netball, football,
cricket and rounders, and
made lots of new friends.
They also got to enjoy some
delicious fish and chips on
the way back!

Quotes...

from the children:
‘Going to Barlborough Hall was fantastic
and we had so much fun. We made so many
new friends and they looked after us very
well. We arrived at 11am after a short stop
at Woodall Services, where Mr Grundmann
had an incident with a fuel pump, spraying
himself with flammable diesel! Personally,
my favourite part of the day was making
new friends.’
Ava H, 6L

‘I enjoyed the team building activities
because they made us think hard.’
Kabir G, 6L

‘I liked playing fun sports with my
new friends and the fact that it wasn’t
competitive made it even better.’
Ruby K, 6H

‘It was great to socialise with new people,
since we had been in lockdown for a while.’
Seren A, 6H

‘I loved playing netball because people
were communicating and having fun.’
Noah C, 6H

‘Team building at the start was great fun!’
Ellie W, 6L

‘The best part of the day was the diverse
selection of sports we took part in.’
Mattia L, 6G
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P.E. ROUND UP
A Team Effort

In what has been a year like no
other, it has been refreshing to
observe how the passion for sport
has not diminished from the minds
of our pupils. With seemingly
endless obstacles and challenges,
the pupils have demonstrated
incredible resilience when taking
part in their activities. Their
can-do attitude and willingness
to take control of their learning
has highlighted the adaptability
and strength of the children.
We started off the year
focussing upon gymnastics,
hockey and netball. Gymnastics
allowed the children to build
their core strength and
reacquaint themselves with the
basic concepts of movement
and balance. During Games it
was essential for the pupils to
refamiliarise themselves with
the dynamics of team sports.
It was a pleasure to witness
how quickly the children adapted
to the nature of conditioned
matches.
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Physical Education

Lockdown 3.0
As lockdown 3.0 arrived in
spring it was essential that we
continued to build upon the
foundations laid during the
Autumn Term. The participation
of the children during this time
was humbling and as a result,
further progress was made.
Challenges were completed
in record time. During lessons
active participation allowed
the children to share their
achievements with the rest
of their class. The pandemic
presented challenges for
people across the world but it
was amazing to see our pupils
embrace every aspect of it.
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Causing A Racket
As the Summer Term unfolded we introduced tennis, athletics and
cricket to the pupils. There was a palpable sense of anticipation
and excitement as the reintroduction of fixtures and fine weather
started to be realised. In tennis, from Year 3 upwards, the children
started to develop their techniques with the different strokes.
Enabling progression through each year group has been key,
culminating with the Year 6 pupils competing against each other
for House honours. As the term progressed the children enjoyed
practising the different disciplines ready for Sports Day.

P.E. ROUND UP
44
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Physical Education

Fix Up,
Look Sharp
Finally, this term saw the return
of fixtures and it was a pleasure
to host our friends from Dame
Allans for a cricket match across
all the year groups. The highlight
for Year 6 involved a residential
fixture at Barlborough School
where they played competitive
games and made new friends. All
in all it has been an interesting year
ending with new beginnings. Our
pupils move forward with skills
that are well developed for their
age and an increased ability to
play together and for each other.
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RECEPTIVE CHEERS
Our Pre-Prep garden
was transformed into a
giant assault course for
our Nursery children.
The sun was shining
and the music was
pumping as our boys
and girls showed their
families how much
progress they’ve made
since the start of the
year: jumping, crawling,
weaving, running
and more!
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Sports Day

Reception, Year 1 and
Year 2 took it in turns
to journey up to the
Prep School astroturf
to compete against
their classmates in
several exciting
sporting activities,
such as the egg and
spoon race, sprints
and javelin.
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COMPETING PEERS!
For the Prep School, Sports Day took place for the
first time in two years at Middlesbrough Sports
Village. Due to the circumstances the format had to
be adapted. This meant that all of the children took
part in every event, five on the track and three in
the field, with everyone scoring points for their
Houses. The event took place in glorious sunshine,
with every child giving their all to ensure that they
scored valuable house points and enjoying the new
format. The winners, for the first time in five years,
was Stephenson.
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Sports Day
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Whilst many of our trips and excursions
were curtailed due to covid-restrictions
and government advice, we were able to
take our pupils on a variety of exciting
adventures during the Summer Term.
Here are just some of the highlights
from our different year groups...

ADVENTURE

AWAITS...

Year 3

MURTON PARK...
Year 3 stepped back into history
at Murton Park, learning all
about the Anglo-Saxons.
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Year 3 Trips

Year 3

GUISBOROUGH FOREST...
There was endless adventure awaiting our
Year 3s on their visit to Guisborough Forest.
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Year 4

EAST BARNBY...
Year 4 threw themselves into a fun day of
canoeing and orienteering at East Barnby.
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Year 4 Trips

Year 4

LOW BARNS
NATURE RESERVE...
Year 4s enjoyed bird spotting, insect
hunting, pond dipping and an insightful
nature walk around Low Barns Nature Reserve.
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Year 5

EAST BARNBY...
Our Year 5s were in their element at East Barnby
- seeking out thrills and working together as a
team during various outdoor adventures!
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Year 5 Trips

Year 5

Rievaulx Abbey...
Year 5 learnt all about the monks in medieval
times and had a go at sketching their own
ruins when visiting Rievaulx Abbey!
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Year 6

BOGGLE HOLE by
ROBIN HOOD’s BAY...
Our Year 6 pupils explored sea life and examined coastal
formations at Robin Hood’s Bay, and reflected on how a good
walk can do wonders for our mental health and well-being.
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Year 6 Trips

Year 6

SCHOOL CAMP...
Year 6 enjoyed an outdoor extravaganza of ghyll
scrambling, rock climbing, sailing and canoeing.
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OF OTHERS

ANOTHER YEAR OF CHARITABLE
R

emembering to think of others is
something we value greatly at Yarm.
Through charitable causes we are
keen to educate the pupils, and provide
them with opportunities that demonstrate
the importance of offering a helping hand.
This year has seen us once again
help a variety of charities whether
local, national or overseas. Whilst we
haven’t been able to run the full range
of events that we usually do we have
been grateful for everyone’s support.
Highlights of the year include the
inaugural Year 6 Sleep Out on the
Astro, which raised valuable funds for
Shelter, the completion of the Miche
Bora School, Mombasa, which we
have been raising funds for in recent
years and the very generous food bank
donations at Christmas time. Thank
you sincerely for your generosity.
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... SPREADING

Charity

EFFORTS ...

KINDNESS NEAR AND FAR!
Yarm preparatory school Magazine 2020-21
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In the Summer Term we invite
interested Year 5 pupils to put
themselves forward to become one
of our six School Captains when they
reach Year 6. The selection process
involves children being nominated
by both their peers and their
teachers before a decision is reached
by the Prep Management team along
with the guidance of the pupils’
Year 5 tutors.

School Captains to lead the way
and represent the School’s core
values, displaying compassion,
ambition, responsibility, respect,
resourcefulness and an
understanding of how to be safe.

We thank last year’s Captains, Sarah
Abbas, Luca Speight, Ava Holmes,
Noah Coulman, Amelie Sawyer and
Alfie Arnold, for their tremendous
efforts during a very challenging
The successful pupils become role
year. They were beacons of light for
models for all of the other children in pupils across the School, showing up
school and are given the chance to
each day with a positive attitude and
take on various leadership
an eagerness to support their peers
responsibilities throughout their
in a myriad of ways. They
time in post. Pupils look to the
represented pupil voice when
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needed, at food council
meetings and when talking to Prep
Management, and stepped up to the
challenge of speaking at important
school events, including Prize
Giving. They leave a legacy of
helping the School on its way to
achieving the prestigious Plastic
Free School status.
We welcome Neev Sahoo,
Ella Fitzgerald, Anushri Wadehra,
Luke Palmer, Thomas Pritchard
and Ewan Paul into post. We know
they will do a fine job leading their
fellow pupils next year.

W
 e wish you all
the best in the future!

School Captains / Farewell
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hank you to you all for the
contributions you have
made to the Prep School
during your time here. We may not
have done all that we wanted to
this year, but your positive impact
and brilliant perseverance will
burn brightly in our memories
for many years to come.
As you move on, remember
our School Values, take pride
in what you have achieved and
look forward with excitement.
The adventure continues for
you all and remember that with
the right attitude there are no
limits to what you can achieve.

Mr B Sawyer
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SOCIAL COMMITTEE
Despite the obstacles this past year has brought, the
Social Committee has managed to stay busy facilitating
and supporting the following school events and activities:

Sunflower Co
m
In the spring, petition...
th
to plant, with e YPSSC gave sunflower se
ed
prizes to be gi
ven in Septem s for each child
ber 2021.

Virtua
l
This fun Festive Quiz
N
going to filled evening ight...
rais
support
local ch ed £3,137 – w
ildren’s
charity ith £1,600
PACT NE
.

YPSSC for Y6...
Y6 leavers’ books and
The YPSSC sponsored the
ers’ par ty.
leav
Y6
the
to
d
ute
trib
con

Bouncin
The YPSS g for treats...
C
Summer were glad to con
Fair and fu
tr
nd ice-lo ibute bouncy cast
llies for en
le
d of year s to the
treats.

Halloween, Christmas & End
of Year Parties...
The YPSSC funded spooky treat
s for
They loved arranging a virtual visit the children at Halloween.
from elves for Nursery
to Y3 at Christmas and then for
two
join the Nursery & Reception end special visitors to
of year parties.

...
Last Christmas erful artwork gif t sales
nd
The children’s wo .65 for the YPSSC.
05
raised a huge £5

Reindeer Run...
ool in raising a
The YPSSC assisted the Sch pice.
e Hos
huge £1,940 for Teessid

Interested in joining...
Whether you can assist with one event or all, being part of the Social Committee is a
rewarding role for any member, benefiting the children and a great way to meet other
parents. For those wishing to take a more involved role, the following positions are available:
n Treasurer & Secretary – Positions available
n Chair & Vice Chair – Positions available from January 2022.
Please contact the YPSSC at ypssc@hotmail.com for more information.
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Pre-Loved Unifo
The YPSSC (throu rm Sales...
gh
acting as a base) some wonderfully supportive
ha
pa
for the year to 5 ve managed to raise a huge £1 rents
Ap
,84
Orders can be pla ril 2021) through Pre-Loved Un 5 (sales
iform Sales.
ced
https:tinyurl.com using the following form:
/y2yfwmy8

Social Committee / Redevelopments

LOOKING TO
THE FUTURE
Our new landscaped Prep School car park is well underway and
has made brilliant progress these last few months. The car park,
which will accommodate 136 cars and three coaches, will give
direct access to the Nursery, Pre-Prep and Prep Schools so drop
offs and pick ups can occur away from The Spital. Pupils across
the School have had the chance to visit the site and hear all
about the work from our Estates Manager, Mr Hodgson.
Here are some progress pictures, so far…...
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HOLIDAY
SCHOOL REPORT
W

hat a year for Holiday
School! Holiday School
not only offers five weeks
of essential childcare for our busy
parents, but also a chance for
our pupils to meet up with school
friends and make new ones along
the way.
We faced some challenges
due to Covid-19 which meant
that throughout our October and
Easter Holiday Schools, and the
first week of Summer Holiday
School, all of our pupils were
based on site, in bubbles. However,
staff led a varied carousel of
exciting activities which engaged
all of the children, including arts,
crafts and sports.
As restrictions relaxed
somewhat, our ‘normal’ routine
could resume and the final two
weeks of Summer Holiday School
saw pupils enjoying a wide range
of trips to places like Beamish,
Newham Grange Farm, Monk Park
Farm and Newby Hall Gardens.
The children also made it out
onto the River Tees and into the
School woods with our wonderful
Outdoor Education team.
Yet again, Holiday School was
action packed and a huge success;
children were encouraged to
take risks, learn new skills and
celebrate their successes – and
naturally have lots of fun too!

Mr C Simpson
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Holiday School

WOW!

Yarm preparatory school Magazine 2020-21

65

Yarm preparatory school Magazine 2020-21

67
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Yarm TS15 9ES
Email: prepschool@yarmschool.org
Telephone: 01642 781447

Yarm School
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