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13th November 2020 Mrs Speight’s message ... 

Follow me on twitter: @YarmPrePrep   

Another week has passed by and as ever the children have skipped into school every morning with 
happy faces and cheery smiles. Our Nursery children have been enjoying spending time outside   
discussing celebrations ready for Diwali on Saturday. The Reception children have started to take 
their reading books home and I can hear them sounding out, blending and segmenting when I am 
working in my office. The Year One children have demonstrated their increasing level of maturity; 
during the two minute silence they all paid their respects sensibly. I thoroughly enjoyed sharing 
this important commemoration with them. The Year Two children are progressing superbly with 
their story writing using adventurous vocabulary. We are looking forward to Anti-Bullying Week or 
as we refer to it in Pre-Prep ‘Choose to Be Kind’. Don’t forget to wear your odd socks on Monday! 
News hot off the press is that we have raised a total of £193.38 for ‘The Big Chill’ Thank you for 
your continued support. Have a lovely weekend,  
Warmest wishes 

 



Number bonds to 10 
 
The Year 1 children have been working hard on number bonds to 10. They have completed practical and 
written work to reinforce their understanding of these bonds. We also worked on our chrome books,  
using interactive programs to test our knowledge. Super effort!  



Alien Antics 
 
There have been further strange happenings in Year 2 with the on going mysterious arrival of an Alien. 
We decided to remember Guy Fawkes by taking sparklers to the woods on Tuesday and that was when 
we found … the crash site of an alien spaceship. Mrs Jones had lit the fire before lunch and told us that at 
12 o’clock the woods were quiet and that nothing unusual had happened. By the time we arrived at 1.30, 
Mr Hodgson telephoned to say that he had cordoned off a small part of the woods because of health and 
safety. However, having explained to him that it might be our friendly alien, Aurora he agreed to allow us 
to investigate the site. Our predictions were accurate and it was indeed Aurora, nestling under some   
silver foil. Although we attempted saying, “Hello” in several different languages Aurora did not respond 
but the children were undaunted and continued to try to communicate. Mrs Barton and Mrs Symington 
then began to dismantle the wreckage, some of which was burning hot. On Thursday, we wrote some 
superb stories about how Aurora arrived at Yarm Pre-Prep and safe to say the Year 2 children have      
wonderful imaginations.  



Build a Bonfire! 
 

The Nursery children love to be outside in the fresh air. We were fortunate to have a visit from Mr Pearce 
who demonstrated how to light a fire in the Nursery woodland area. He also taught us how to toast 
marshmallows, helping us to make ‘smores’. The children sang songs around the fire and thoroughly     
enjoyed their morning. Thank you Mr Pearce!  



‘Here We Are’ 
 
Oliver Jeffers' book 'Here We Are' has inspired the children in Reception to talk about their similarities 
and differences. The children discussed how people come in many shapes, sizes and colours before 
drawing self portraits and talking about what they enjoy doing in their free time. From cycling and      
football to dancing and French, the children in Reception are a very talented bunch! 



2020/2021 Term Dates 

Autumn Term, 2020 

Finish - Friday, 18th December 2020 (after school) 

Spring Term, 2021   

Pupils return - Monday, 4th January 2021 

½ term begins - Thursday, 11th February 2021 
(after school) 

Pupils return - Monday, 22nd February 2021 

Finish - Friday, 26th March 2021 (after school) 

Summer Term, 2021 

Pupils return - Thursday, 15th April 2021 

Bank Holiday - Monday, 3rd May 2021 

½ term begins - Thursday, 27th May 2021 (after 
school) 

Pupils return - Monday, 7th June 2021 

Finish - Friday, 2nd July 2021 (12 noon) 

Christmas Collection for Billingham & Stockton 
Borough Foodbank and Little Sprouts 

Monday 30th November - Monday 7th December 

This year we will be collecting items to donate to 
Billingham and Stockton Borough Foodbank and 
Little Sprouts to help and support local families 
over the Christmas period. The following items are 
required by the foodbank: Christmas food gifts, 
chocolate, biscuits and toiletries such as shampoo 
and shower gel. 

Donations open from Monday 30th November and 
will be kept in year group areas. The closing date 
is Monday 7th December. 
Please ensure any items 
are brought in in carrier 
bags. 

Polite Reminder - Extra layers for the woods 

In the colder weather, please provide an extra 
jumper or fleece that can be worn with your child's 
waterproof clothing for the woods. It is also useful 
if they have a hat suitable to wear in the woods. 
We suggest that these are 'old' items as they will 
undoubtedly get dirty. As always, please ensure 
that any items sent to school are named. 

YPSSC Pre-loved Uniform 
. 
Need school uniform? YPSSC have plenty of        
pre-loved stock with all money raised going back 
to the children through YPSSC events. Simply     
order online using the link below. 
https://tinyurl.com/y2yfwmy8  

Ollie 

Atticus 

Agam 

Rae 

Odd Socks Day for Anti-Bullying Alliance 

Monday 16th November 

Anti-Bullying Week begins on Monday 16th       
November and we shall be using the week to raise 
awareness of bullying with the school community. 

On Monday, we are inviting all children to wear 
odd socks for the day, as an opportunity to         
encourage everyone to express themselves and 
celebrate their individuality and what makes them 
unique!  

https://tinyurl.com/y2yfwmy8

