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A message from Mr Sawyer  

The Phoenix Flier 

Issue 647                                                                        Friday 25th September 2020 

The Yarm Preparatory School Newsletter  

I 
 hope this edition of the Phoenix Flier finds you all in good spirits, safe and well.  Our magazine 
for last academic year, Phoenix XXVII, came home via the pupil post in the last few days. I do 
hope you enjoy thumbing through the pages when you find a moment. It is a superb round up of 
the most extraordinary year in the history of the School and our pupils. This year’s edition 

neatly captures the industrious nature of our community and the warmth and creativity that 
pervades the adventures that our pupils enjoy. An academic year is a long time in the life of our 
pupils, especially when each day and week is so action packed. As I type now, I can hear African 
drumming from the music room whilst Year 5 complete a fartlek fitness challenge around the Astro 
and wider grounds. I know this afternoon will bring the sound of the Year 4 games lesson and the 
riotous hum of many after school clubs such as photography, digital leaders, ukulele club and much 
more. It is not just today that there's alot going on either, the pages of this Flier speak volumes about 
the variety and breadth of experience our pupils are afforded throughout the week. Huge thanks 
must go to the staff team for providing such wonderful opportunities.  
 

This Saturday we host our second Virtual Open Morning having trialled this successfully in May. If 
you know of any friends or family members who may be interested in exploring life at Yarm Prep 
School for their children, please do encourage them to register their interest here: Twilight Tours 
and Virtual Open Morning. Thank you for your support.  

Bill Sawyer 

Head’s Challenge: I have fingers and a pair of thumbs. However, I do not have flesh, feathers or scales. 

What am I?   

Photo of the Week: An opportunity to enjoy the sunshine while journaling this week for 3D in PSHE. 

https://www.yarmschool.org/admissions/open-events/twilight-tours-and-virtual-open-morning/
https://www.yarmschool.org/admissions/open-events/twilight-tours-and-virtual-open-morning/
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In activities, Year 5 have been recreating Macbeth with 

Mrs Jennings. 

Year 5 

Holiday School Dates 

October half-term 2020—Monday 19th—Friday 23rd October 2020 

No Christmas Holiday School this year 

Easter Holiday School 2021—Monday 29th March—Thursday 1st April 2021 

Summer Holiday School 2021—Monday 12th—Friday 30th July 2021 

October half-term 2021—Monday 18th—Friday 22nd October 2021 

Some internet healthy messages from 5P, having 

reflected on safe and sensible use as part of our Safety 

Week. 
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 Year 3 

Sunshine, shoes off and journaling. A lovely PSHE lesson 

spent floating away with our thoughts.  

3D looked at number lines to 100 and 1000. 
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Tempest Photographs 

The tempest proofs should be home with you by now. 

Please send any back into school by Wednesday 30th 

September, (next week!) as this will speed up the delivery 

of your orders.  We hope that delivery of your orders will 

be made just prior to half-term. 

Mr Stone 

Hanging on their ‘washing line’ this week in 3A is some 

wonderful creative writing, with the children using some 

thoughtful language about ’The Great Realisation’.  
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Year 4 visited the Senior  School woods earlier this week 
for their science lesson. 

Year 4 
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On Tuesday we went to the woods to learn about food 

chains and find evidence of decomposers. It was lots of fun. 

Amelia O’C. 

On Tuesday we looked for food chains and things that are in them, such as caterpillars and squirrels. 

Jessica M. 

We were looking for evidence of different food chains in the woods. 

James C. 

We went to the woods to find animals that are in our food chains. We found lots of conkers and some fox fur.  

Udham C. 

We were looking for evidence of food chains and wildlife. It was the first time I’ve seen a conker that had been bitten. 

Jessica F. 

On Tuesday in the woods we were observing food chains and food webs. My group found the bones of a bird. 

Emma A. 

In the woods on Tuesday we were looking for animals that could be in food chains. We mostly saw decomposers and primary 

consumers. 

Ellie G. 

4J reflected on their trip to the woods earlier in the 

week, sharing what they got up to and what they 

observed. 

4P have been writing some poetry in the style of love 
letters. 

Year 4 
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Over the last couple of weeks we have been completing the 

Cooper Run in PE lessons. This is a recognised fitness test 

where every child runs as many laps of the astro in 12 minutes 

as they can and we record the distance covered. The astro 

measures 200m using the blue lines. At the end of 12 minutes 

we then record the total distance for each.  

We are always impressed with the vast majority of children 

and their efforts to push themselves and the aim is to keep 

going for the whole 12 minutes. The aim was for all to 

complete a mile which many pupils were able to achieve. The 

aim for all pupils is to work hard over the next few weeks to 

improve their cardiovascular fitness.  

Well done to all who took part and the pupils now have a 

marker for their fitness levels and we hope to improve these 

over the coming weeks and then test again nearer Christmas.   

The following pupils in year 6 completed 12 laps so ran 2400m 

and were placed 2nd across the year. Well done!  

Eliash Willis, Laurie Elsworth, Ava Holmes, Lucy Mitchell, 

Freddie Gilraine, Natasha Pointon, Sienna Hyndman, Amelie 

Sawyer. We then have two 

pupils who then ran a very 

impressive 13 laps 

completing 2600m so special 

mention to Oliver Mansfield 

and Atsushi Yamaguchi. This 

is the furthest we have seen 

for a couple of years! 

Year 5—11 Laps: Jake 

Davison and Ewan Green 

with  special mentions to: 

Ewan Paul, Ben Pumphrey 

and Emma Scott.     

Mrs Redhead-Sweeney 

Year 6 

PE and Games News 

Parent Curriculum Information Site 

http://bit.ly/yarmprepparents 

The new parent curriculum information site will contain 

overviews and guidance booklets for English and 

mathematics, in addition to other links and curriculum 

details. It will be updated regularly so do keep checking 

back!  

Mrs Pawluk 

6G have been making volcanoes, both in school and at home! 

Annabelle’s Charity Climb! 

A HUGE congratulations to Annabelle who reached New 

heights over lockdown! Annabelle decided to use her time at 

home to complete a fundraising 

"Ben Nevis" challenge where she 

climbed 612 flights of stairs over 

a 12-hour period, raising £1,089 

for the charity Zoe's Place. Such 

a compassionate and ambitious 

act of kindness which will help 

and support so many children 

and families! We are so proud of 

you Annabelle, well done. 

http://bit.ly/yarmprepparents
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Yarm School has recently become part of Parent Zone’s Digital 

Schools Membership programme, recognising our 

commitment to keeping our pupils safer online and making 

sure we work with you to achieve this. 

Our Digital Schools membership gives you FREE access to 

Parent Zone’s Parent Lounge with: 

• Online training; 

• Expert advice and information on all things 

digital; 

• Access to a free help service for all of your tech 

questions. 

To get started, go to: https://parentzone.org.uk/parents/

discover-parent-lounge 

• Click on ENTER PARENT LOUNGE 

• Click on the pink ADD TO CART button 

• On the next page click CHECKOUT. You’ll be 

asked to enter your email address. 

On the next page you will need to enter the coupon code 

YarmSchool to ensure you have free access. Please click ADD 

COUPON once the code has been entered. The code gives you 

a 100% discount. 

I cannot recommend the Parent Zone service highly enough. In 

this day and age, when we are teaching the children how to be 

good online citizens and how to stay safe online, it is 

imperative that parents are in the loop too. Parent Zone offers 

this support. 

Another good resource that is free to parents is Parentinfo, 

which is run by CEOP. In recent days they have posted some 

brilliant articles on digital wellbeing, setting limits on screen 

time and how to talk to your child about racism. There is a lot 

on there—much of which I do strongly recommend looking 

through over the summer months.  

It has been a strange three-and-a-half months for our children 

and if we were to impart one snippet of key advice, it would 

be to make sure your children have plenty of downtime and 

time away from screens over the holidays. They have earned 

the break! 

Lockdown brought about a sea change in the way children 

learn, with all having to spend a considerable amount of time 

working online. With this came a rise in screen time too, with 

studies finding that children are now spending more time 

online than ever before.  

We always recommend parents taking an interest in what 

their children are doing online. Have those conversations and 

have them early, encouraging your child to share what they do 

online. If there is any sort of secretive behaviour, or devices 

are being taken upstairs when it is bedtime, these should act 

as alarm bells for all. 

Below are some short guides to a number of apps and 

resources that Yarm Preparatory School children were using 

online over the lockdown period and summer holidays. As 

parents you may already about these. But do you know if your 

child is using them? And if so, do you know what they are 

doing on them? 

Mr Stone 

Internet Safety 

Parent Zone—Free for parents! 

Apps you need to know 

 Snapchat 

Photo-messaging app where messages 
disappear after a matter of seconds. Users 
must be 13 and the app is unmoderated, 
therefore posts cannot be filtered. 

 Instagram 

Image and video sharing platform, but it is 
the ‘Messages’ section where children 
tend to communicate. Again, users must 
be 13 or over. 

 Tiktok 

15-second limit on videos and very popu-
lar, but another with a 13+ restriction 
(which is easily flouted). Difficult to con-
trol, so use Family Pairing mode. 

 Roblox 

Massively popular game with children, 
with built-in interaction tools so players 
can chat with others. PEGI rating of 7+ 
and some solid parental controls. 

 YouTube 

Full of clips from all manner of sources 
and people. YouTube Kids is recommend-
ed for children under 13 as it only con-
tains curated content. 

 Skype 

Like its rivals Zoom and iMessage, Skype is 
a video chatting app. Popular with chil-
dren as it is used for in-game chats on the 
xBox. Users should be 13+. 

 Minecraft 

Massively popular game where children 
can create their own worlds. Guidance 
says players must seek parental permis-
sion under 13. Consider servers carefully. 

 WhatsApp 

Used to chat, share images and make 
calls, with up to eight allowed on to a sin-
gle call (introduced during lockdown). 
Minimum age of use in UK is 16.  

https://parentzone.org.uk/parents/discover-parent-lounge
https://parentzone.org.uk/parents/discover-parent-lounge
https://parentinfo.org/articles/all
https://parentinfo.org/article/snapchat-a-parents-guide
https://parentinfo.org/article/instagram-what-are-the-issues
https://parentinfo.org/article/tiktok-what-parents-need-to-know
https://parentinfo.org/article/roblox-a-parents-guide
https://parentinfo.org/article/youtube-what-parents-need-to-know
https://parentinfo.org/article/video-chatting-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-of-primary-school-age-children
https://parentinfo.org/article/what-is-minecraft
https://parentinfo.org/article/whatsapp-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers
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October Holiday Supervision 

In order to assist with the planning of the October Holiday 

Supervision, we are inviting parents to express their interest in 

places for their child/ren. 

The dates of the supervision are as follows: Monday 19th 

October to Friday 23rd October. The booking application form 

for attendance for the week can be found by clicking 

here: https://forms.gle/aCgYX9Sja4aEBCaH7.  

The cost of places are £25 per child per day. Payment will only 

be accepted once places have been confirmed by myself via 

email and will be taken via BACS only. Please note that 

the supervision will only be open to Pre-Prep and Prep School 

children.  

The timings for the days will remain as usual from 8am to 

5pm. At present no timetable will be sent out, as the activities 

will be based at school and will be dependent on the weather. 

All that we ask is that children attend in sports kit. An email 

will be sent out if any specific clothing/equipment is required. 

The deadline for applications is 3pm on Monday 5th October. 

If there are any changes to your plans at any time, please 

contact cjs@yarmschool.org.  

Mr Simpson 

After School Care 

If you need to make any late changes to your after school 

arrangements, please contact Miss Richardson or Miss Algate. 

Mr Stone 

After School Gymnastics Club 

A reminder that there is no gymnastics club after school on 

Friday 25th September (Year 6), Tuesday 29th September 

(Year 3) and Friday 2nd October (Year 6). We would ask 

parents to make alternative arrangements for their children 

and only book after school care through Mr Stone as a last 

resort. 

Mr Stone 

Headphones 

Please could children bring in a pair of headphones or 

earphones. These are to remain in drawers and be used when 

children are working on particular activities on Chromebooks. 

Mr Stone 

We also held our values and endeavour certificate assemblies 

last Friday. Our congratulations to all of the children who have 

received an award! 

Start of Term Reminders 

Key Dates for the Autumn Term 

Tue 29/9 No after school gymnastics club 

Thu 1/10 YPSSC (TBC) 

Fri 2/10 No after school gymnastics club 

Mon 5/10 Prep Woodland Week 

Wed 7/10 Curiosity Emporium (1pm) 

Mon 12/10 Parent consultations via Google Meet this 

  week 

Wed 14/10 Y5/6 Poetry Competition (1.40pm) 

Thu 15/10 Pre-Prep Halloween Disco (TBC) 

Fri 16/10 Half-term begins after school 

  After school care as usual 

Mon 2/11 Pupils return 

The answer to the Head’s Challenge from 
last time was: 21 pounds.   

COLLECTION TIMES FROM NOW ON: 
Nursery/Reception—3pm 

Year 1—3.20pm 

Year 2—3.30pm 

Years 3/4—3.35pm 

Years 5/6—3.45pm 

Awards and Celebrations Assemblies 

Form Values Endeavour 

3A Joey P. Will B. 

3C Kamesh K. Benjamin F. 

3D Vedh A. Avik B. 

4J Bea M. Jack S. 

4N Miguel R-M. Felicity L. 

4P Willow A. Anjali R. 

5B Jacob B. Yingying L. 

5P Kit F. Isobelle G. 

5W Eva T. Ewan P. 

6G Sanji V. Rosie W. 

6H Charlotte B. Connie D. 

6L Sravya P. Lucy M. 

https://forms.gle/aCgYX9Sja4aEBCaH7
mailto:cjs@yarmschool.org?subject=October%20Holiday%20Supervision
mailto:sri@yarmschool.org?subject=ASC%20changes
mailto:rachel@yarmschool.org?subject=ASC%20changes

