
Headmaster 's Welcome

We began the term with hope and optimism and a genuine delight at being back together as a community and it has been a 
challenge, so soon after we returned, to have to face the realities of Covid-19 affecting us in a variety of ways.  Firstly, I want 
to thank parents for their understanding and for messages of support which have been warmly received.  I share the 
frustration of those affected by measures required of us to keep our whole community safe, and thank all pupils and their 
parents for adhering to the procedures we've put in place in school as well as with the government's expectations of us all 
in response to symptoms or contacts with confirmed positive cases.  All parents should now have received a hard copy of 
the guidance on self-isolation and return to school.

Despite the unwelcome challenge, our initial feelings of hope and optimism still underpin all that we are doing.  Our pupils 
and students continue to engage positively with everything that's on offer, with our extensive programme of activities up 
and running and opportunities in sport being taken up by many.  Our new systems of staggers, designated spaces, one way 
systems and more were tested by the rain for the first time on a persistently soaking Wednesday and we were pleased with 
the way things worked and with the cooperation and maturity of our pupils.

Teaching and learning continues to evolve and develop and, while there are areas of constraint and challenge, these offer 
opportunities to learn and to innovate, to be creative and flexible in our approach.  This is demonstrated in the newsletter 
by our politics students' engagement with parliament from afar and by the rich seam of opportunities to join remote 
lectures in all sorts of disciplines.  Teachers are innovating in myriad ways with their lessons and our pupils are 
implementing some of the skills they developed during remote learning which are directly applicable and beneficial to 
making real academic and personal progress.  

Dr Huw Williams

No: 1249 w w w.yar m school .or g |  25th Septem ber  2020

Learning Lessons from Par l iament
In our bid to embrace all new technology and the opportunities they provide, the new 
Lower Sixth Politics students engaged in an online session live from Westminster last 
Friday afternoon. The initiative was somewhat new for the Parliament Education 
Service so there were expected nerves. Many years ago now Yarm School Politics 
students were the first to participate in a remote session with then Speaker of the 
House of Commons, John Bercow, a session that led to the development and rollout of a 
national system of Speaker to Schools programme. It is therefore very much hoped that 
other schools and communities will take good advantage of the current possibilities of 
linking with and learning from the staff in Westminster. In line with the students 
current study of democracy within the UK, they were able to explore the features of 
democracy operating through Parliament as well as the mechanisms for creating a bill and turning it into a law. I am most 
appreciative of the Education Department for their time and effort, and to the Yarm students for embracing this 
opportunity. 

In a fortnight?s time the students will be speaking with and questioning the recently elected Member of Parliament for 
Stockton South, Matt Vickers, in an online Zoom meeting. 

Mr S Edwards 

Absence
As published in the Parental Handbook, parents must inform reception between 8.00am and 8.30am if their child is 
going to be absent because of illness or other unavoidable causes, including medical appointments. This can be done 
by telephone 01642 786023 (a messaging service is always available) or via email to admin@yarmschool.org. If 
emailing teachers /  tutors, please ensure you copy your email to admin@yarmschool.org.  Any unaccounted absences 
will result in the School Office contacting parents after morning registration.



Free Geography Lectures
This year the York branch of the 
Geographical Association are running 
their lectures as free, live-streamed 
lectures. In the past, Sixth Form 
Geographers have enjoyed attending 
these lectures which not only 
support topics studied in A Level 
Geography but will be of interest to 
many in the wider community. 
 
Their first event this year is a 
Geographical Association and 
Royal Geographical Society joint 
lecture. It is at 7:30pm on 
Wednesday 30th September  
2020 Ian Packham, explorer and 
writer will present about 700 miles on foot across 
Bangladesh.  He is sharing his experiences from walking the 
length of the country on a winding and roughly defined 
1,000km path from the islands of the extreme south to the 
country's northernmost point. 
 
Please find attached the link to this lecture if you are 
interested. This links in well with the theme for our Monday 
Assemblies this term which is 'ADVENTURE'.
 
https:/ / www.youtube.com/ watch?v=_zvY2oYlrZg

Political language ?  and with variations this is true of 
all political parties, from Conservatives to Anarchists 
?  is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder 
respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to 
pure wind.

George Orwell, Politics and the English Language (1946)

This year is the 75th anniversary of George Orwell?s Animal 
Farm. The Young Poets Network has teamed up with The 
Orwell Youth Prize to launch a competition for young people 
challenging them to explore political language in poetry.  
The competition is open to anyone 25 years and under, 
anywhere in the world, and is free to enter. The deadline for 
submissions is 25th October 2020. Pupils aged 12 and under 
will need parental permission. The website below provides 
full details as well as lots of helpful guidance about the craft 
and tradition of political writing.
Click here

Mr S Edwards 

Poetry and Poli t ical Language: 
A Challenge Inspired by 
Animal Farm

RateMyApprenticeship are 
organising an informational 
event in February for all of 
those interested in learning 
more about apprenticeships. 
The event scheduled for 3rd and 
4th February will be a virtual 
event and is aimed at those 
pupils currently studying in the Fifth Year and Sixth Form. 
Designed to explain the apprenticeship opportunities 
available as well as explaining the application processes, the 
event is entirely free, but one must register in advance. For 
further details please follow the link: click here.

Mr S Edwards  

Consider ing Apprenticeships?

Many thanks to Mrs Heward, our School Finance Manager, 
for taking the time from her very busy schedule to speak to 
our Upper Sixth Business students about Accounting 
Concepts. Her presentation was very well received and she 
brought the topic to life with a plethora of applied examples, 
and she happily answered a range of questions. The 
students and I really appreciated her input. Thank you.

Miss C Rhodes  

Keeping i t  real...

The Yarm Apprentices have had a busy week, developing 
their Yarm memorabilia ideas and they have also had 
training in pitching! 
 
We were delighted to receive an excellent Google Slide 
presentation from Mr Andrew Richardson (People 
Specialist) from Darlington Building Society. This enabled us 
to deliver a training session for the teams which was 
designed to help them perform effectively in the Board 
Room when delivering their product proposals in a few 
weeks time. 
 
Mr Richardson's slides took them through his 5 point plan 
and particularly emphasised the importance of preparation, 
effective resources and audience engagement.  Mr 
Richardson asked us to reiterate that the techniques he 
covered were not just relevant for YA, but also for both 
academic and employment based presentations in the 
future.
 
We are very grateful to Mr Richardson and DBS for sending 
us such a helpful presentation.

Miss C Rhodes 

Pitch Per fect

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_zvY2oYlrZg
https://ypn.poetrysociety.org.uk/workshop/poetry-and-political-language-a-challenge-inspired-by-animal-farm/
https://ypn.poetrysociety.org.uk/workshop/poetry-and-political-language-a-challenge-inspired-by-animal-farm/
https://ratemyplacement-email.co.uk/30Z2-12SAT-A2EB352737126F837GR9JW2267739EF21F305E/cr.aspx
https://ratemyplacement-email.co.uk/30Z2-12SAT-A2EB352737126F837GR9JW2267739EF21F305E/cr.aspx


English Remote Learning
The English Department are delighted to share Elsa 
Williams? noteworthy correspondence with acclaimed 
children?s author, Katherine Rundell.  

As part of our remote learning, Mrs Dugdale invited her First 
Year English class to respond to Katherine Rundell?s 
publication, ?The Book of Hopes?: a collection of short 
stories, poems and illustrations that are the fruits of the 
author?s invitation to the very best children?s writers and 
illustrators to pen a short story, poem or illustration with 
proceeds from the book being donated to NHS Charities 
Together.  The class responded with characteristic 
imagination and spirit. So struck, however, was Mrs Dugdale 
by the sensitive craft and thought that underpinned Elsa?s 
composition, ?Artemis?, she sent the story to Katherine 
Rundell herself. 

To give you a brief flavour of Elsa?s writing, here is a brief 
extract:
?I am alone on a desolate mountain peak. Snow swirls all 
around me- making it impossible for me to even see my 
hands if I hold them out far enough. It is the middle of the 
night and I know that without the kit that I have managed to 
lose, and being all alone; I do not stand much of a chance of 
survival. Tears of despair and anger at myself for falling into 
this predicament form in my eyes and instantly freeze solid. 
Alone, numb with the cold,  hopelessly lost- do I have any 
chance of getting off this mountain alive?  
Suddenly, I hear a wolf howl.
Could it be?
Is there even a possibility that it might be?
Yes, it might very well be?
If it is her, if it really is her; then it is probable that I will be 
able to signal to her and maybe even to live another day. I 
raise my hands to my mouth and howl: a howl of longing 
and intense love. An answering call comes from a 
surprisingly close distance and more tears fall from my eyes, 
however, this time it is tears of joy.
Hope dawns and rises from a sky of despair??
 
Some months later, Mrs Dugdale was delighted to receive the 
following email from Katherine Rundell that duly 
congratulated Elsa for her writing, and clear talent as a 
wordsmith.
Dear Elsa,
 
I  read your absolutely beautiful story about Artemis (a 
perfect name for a wolf!), and I just wanted to send a 
note to say, you have real, rich talent. You're able to 
conjure such a richly imagined world, in so few words - 
the snow and the sorrow and the hope all feel so real. I  
do hope you'll keep writing, and I will look out for your 
name in ten years or so in the shelves of the bookshops!
 
Yours, 
Katherine Rundell

We echo Rundell?s sentiments and hope to see Elsa?s work in 
Waterstones in years to come. 

Last Saturday saw the opening round of our inaugural Super 
Rugby competition! 
Boys across the school from U12-U16 all played in  
(https:/ / www.englandrugby.com/ par t icipation/ playing/
game-on/ ready-4-rugby) 
Ready4Rugby matches for their respective teams;
The Rebel Reds and the The Phoenix Blues.
 
It was a glorious morning of fun and games up at Green Lane 
which saw the boys play some wonderful rugby. Having fun 
was the aim but the boys also displayed enterprise, sharp 
handling, open field running, support play, communication, 
game management and a great sense of team morale.
It was great to see so many boys involved, enjoying 
themselves and having the freedom to play the game. There 
was some wonderful rugby on show and the tries flowed as 
the ball was moved from end to end. 
The teams were evenly split and so the games were tight and 
fiercely contested across the 5 age groups, with the results 
are as follows;
U12 - Phoenix Blues
U13 - Phoenix Blues
U14 - Phoenix Blues 
U15 - Rebel Reds 
U16 - Rebel Reds
 
So the Blues take a slender 3-2 game lead into Round 2 
tomorrow.
Sept 19th - Round 1 (Blues 3-2 Reds)
Sept 26th - Round 2
Oct 3rd - Round 3
Oct 10th - Final Round

Mr C Webb 

Tr ies Galore in Super  Rugby 
Yarmearoa

https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/playing/ game-on/ready-4-rugby
https://www.englandrugby.com/participation/playing/ game-on/ready-4-rugby
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