
Phoenix Flier 640  Friday 12th June 2020 

1 

A message from Mr Sawyer  

The Phoenix Flier 
(and The Little Phoenix) 

Issue 640  

Friday 12th June 2020  The Yarm Preparatory School Newsletter  

A 
s the contents of this newsletter attune to, our pupils continue to be creative and adapt to the 

challenges of learning remotely or in different environments around school. It is wonderful to see 

that despite the complexities of the situation we face that our boys and girls embrace what is before 

them with a positive frame of mind. At this time, dealing constructively with what is in front of us in 

the spirit of acceptance and opportunity is so key for us all. This is a community wide effort, involving 

members of staff and parents, and my sincerest thanks go to all of you for helping our pupils stay focused and 

engage so effectively. 

Next week sees us launch into our global explorers themed week. Each class across the school will be delving 

into a wide tapestry of cultures, traditions and experiences from across the globe.  I wish everyone well in 

their learning adventures and know that whilst we can’t travel too far in body at present, we can certainly 

allow our minds to explore what is out there. After all, with the right mindset and spirit we can go anywhere.     

Bill Sawyer Head’s Challenge What can travel through the world on a corner?  

Photo of the Week Some beautiful artwork this week from Siri in Year 6. 
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Reception 
Inspired by the interesting non-fiction book Yucky Worms, 

our Reception children have become worm experts. We 

have enjoyed finding out just how helpful these wiggly 

creatures are for our garden and all the good work that they 

do. Making and measuring playdough worms was a lot of 

fun, as was making huge paper chain worms and using string 

worms to paint. A week learning about worms would not be 

complete without reading 'Super worm'; we are all agreed 

worms (and the Reception children) really are super! With all 

the rain we have had this week, I wonder who can find some 

worms in the garden this weekend?  

Year 4 
Year 4 have been taking 

the classroom outside this 

week, conducting all sorts 

of fascinating maths 

investigations! On top of 

that there is also some 

lovely creative writing to 

celebrate and some work 

on the Romans. 

Remote learning this week 
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Year 1 

What a fascinating week it has been, learning about animals that live in the Polar regions of the world. The boys and girls 

have also been busy making snowy owl pictures, fact files and 3D polar bears. We have written some wonderful 

descriptions, which led to some brilliant polar bear poems being created. Well done, Year 1!  
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Year 2 
Some quite brilliant number work this week from the Year 

2 children. See if you can find your favourite animal on the 

animal alphabets too. 

Digital Leaders 

Congratulations to Mustafa E-S. and Charlie Be. In Year 6, 

who have been awarded their Digital Leader badges. 
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First day back emotions 

When I found out I had the chance to go back 

to school I was very excited. I was telling all 

my friends and they could see I really missed 

school! Until Monday night, I was just laying in bed thinking how amazing school would be . Suddenly all the negatives of going 

to school came flooding in. I was very upset not knowing who was in my bubble and whether I going to like them. Who was my 

teacher? I was just panicking! It was very strange when I saw all the differences between school and how school is now! I was 

scared but the special newsletter helped me . When I think about how scared I was now I just laugh!  

Now, I feel so much better how everyone is social distancing and 

being able to speak to someone! I feel like I can have fun yet be 

social distancing. It's not that bad. I am very happy with my 

bubble because I have made friends with everyone. I really like 

my teacher.  I cannot wait for normal classes  but I still really 

enjoy the remote learning and everything else we are doing. I 

was very confused about hand washing a lot but it is not that 

bad.  

Carmen H. 

Year 6 
Reflections on the first day back are 

explored in our round-up of work from 

Year 6 this week. We also have some 

stunning artwork from Siri and some tips 

on how to make elderflower cordial and 

fundraising amongst other things! 
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Embedded clauses 

The green alien, who was from mars, ate spaghetti. 

In the Pacific Ocean, which is very big, many dolphins live. 

Tomorrow, which will be Saturday, we’ll play guitar.  

The rainbow, which formed because it rained,  shone over the 

garden. 

Fran, who was very hungry, wanted to eat all of the bananas. 

Mohammed, who was the striker, demanded the football from the 

midfielder. 

The horse, which was very young, galloped towards the fence. 

In Spain, which is very sunny, you can visit lovely beaches. 

The Headmistress, who was very strict, spoke in assembly. 

Jude C. 

Please support Gracie’s fundraising! 

Whilst we are in lockdown I am going to a fundraising activity, raising money for Macmillan Cancer Support. I will be doing 

around 15 tasks under 3 categories: Sport, arts and crafts and then singing, dancing and acting. For example in the sport one 

there is long and short distance running and mostly netball, in the arty one there is painting and sketching and then in the 

singing, dancing and acting one there is well singing, acting and dancing. I have chosen lots of challenges that I have never 

really tried before, I have not finished collecting donations yet from my family, but so far I have will have raised £225 (if I 

complete all the challenges). I am beginning my challenges on Saturday the 23rd of May and will be finished by the end of 

June at the latest. Please wish me luck! 

Gracie R-H. 
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Alfred The Great 

Date of birth : 849 AD 

Date of death : 26 th October 899 AD 

Place of birth :  Wantage 

Age when died : 50 

Fathers name : Ethelwulf 

Mothers name: Osburh 

Nursery 
The children in Nursery had a great time being creative with cardboard boxes this week. They created ‘Monster Tunnels’, 

using scissors, felt pens and googly eyes. The children then used these to play a game trying to roll balls into the monster 

mouths!  

Year 3 

A humanities theme 

throughout Year 3 this 

week, with the children 

exploring Alfred the Great, 

as well as the Anglo-Saxon 

kingdoms. Well done on 

some terrific work again, 

Year 3! 

Reports 

All year groups will be 

receiving a summer term report 

towards the end of the term.  

It will detail recent progress 

and summarise each child’s 

efforts this academic year. 

Mrs Pawluk 
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Number of siblings : 3 

With brother lived the longest : Alfred 

Which place did Alfred rule : Wessex 

One of the great things he did : He translat-

ed books from Latin to English so that more 

people could understand them. 

Nick name : King of the English  

Another great thing Alfred did : He untied 

the English and Viking’s. 

A teacher's life 

When children re-enter school following the coronavirus pandemic, they must co-operate with the teachers as they explain the 

new rules. They may have to re-explain the rules if they don’t listen the first time.  

Teachers have had to re-evaluate and re-examine how to keep school safe as more children return to school this month and 

have had to co-ordinate different timetables.  

On top of this, they may have to re-educate children on some of the learning that they were supposed to do at home.  

Finally, teachers have to find a way to keep learning exciting for the children and make sure they re-energise their love of 

learning. It is important to find a safe way for students to still be able to work together and have a co-author for stories they 

write at school. 

The teachers and students co-own the responsibility of making sure everyone feels happy and safe at school.  

Ruby K. 

Year 5 

Some creative use of spelling words from Ruby this week, showing a good 

understanding of what us teachers have been up to lately! Year 5 have also 

produced some lovely science work too. 
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Summer Holiday Supervision 

For many years our teaching and support staff have offered an action packed Summer Holiday School for a three week 

period during the holiday period.  Unfortunately this year due to restrictions in place as a result of the COVID-19 outbreak 

we are severely limited as to what we can offer. We are sadly unable to use school transport as we normally would due to 

social distancing and many of the venues we would normally visit are closed at this present time.   

We are mindful that some parents rely on Holiday School for childcare during the holiday periods. We will therefore offer 

school based childcare for two weeks between Monday 20th July and Friday 31st July to support our working families. This 

will be charged at a slightly discounted daily rate to cover staffing and resource costs and will be confirmed in the booking 

form which will be sent out over the coming days. Places will have to be limited due to social distancing requirements and 

priority will be given to Key Workers. Thank you in advance for your understanding and support.  

Chess News 
If you are looking to keep your chess game sharp 

in the holidays, there are a series of challenges 

and activities available on the CSC website, run by 

Mr Marsh. You can find these by clicking on the 

link here:  

https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/chess-at-

home 

Have fun! 

https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/chess-at-home
https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/chess-at-home
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My favourite sporting moment—Being the mascot at a Middles-

brough game 

It was Christmas Day when I got the letter, the announcement, the 

big moment. Then 1 day later I grabbed my shirt and arrived early 

at the stadium and as I walked in I felt the chance of a lifetime. First 

I went to meet the organiser and the 2nd mascot too! His name was 

Archie and he was pretty nice! Next we went to the changing rooms 

to meet all the players before the game and I completed all of my 

signature collection! 

Just before the big moment I was allowed to sit on the manager's 

chair! Then it came the moment I had waited for a while. I held 

George Friend’s hand and walked onto the pitch. A couple of people 

knew me already for charity reasons anyway I stepped on and 

kicked the ball and 

felt so alive shaking 

Adam Reaches hand! 

Then soon enough it 

was over but I knew I 

had a great time. 

Noah C. 

PE and Games News 

We would love to see some more of 

your healthy selfies, especially as it has 

been National Bike Week this week. If 

you have been participating in any sport 

during lockdown, whether it is cycling, 

running, boxing or tiddlywinks, please 

share a picture with Mrs Redhead-

Sweeney or Mr Underwood for inclusion 

in the Flier.   
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I thought long and hard about the design because what I wanted was 

something that could have easily been dismissed for a natural structure 

but then I also wanted something that brought modern architecture to 

life, so this was obviously going to be a challenge. I imagined what 

Michael’s forested part of the island looked like; really, really dense so I 

could use that to my advantage as you will later see... 

My first thought was a den on the floor that had only half of the roof 

done so then it would shelter the owner from the rain and wind but 

then I thought ‘What about the animals?’ For all we know, there could 

be panthers stalking the night. So then I came to the conclusion of a 

different type of  treehouse.. My idea was like the scene in Star Wars 

where the Dark Side battle the Rebellion with AT-AT Walkers but they 

win because they are the good guys on a planet called Kashyyyk, with 

the mini Chewbacca's who live in treehouses. 

The plan was to have mini circular tree houses like theirs, all connected 

to one big tree using plank bridges with rope banisters. Each mini tree house would have a different purpose. For example one 

might be the storage, one might be the kitchen and so on. There would be a walkway going all the way around the trunk of the 

main tree and a ladder that would be in line with the bedroom tree house. This is not only highly effective, to stay away from 

big cats and predators, but it is also my dream house as it is probably the same with a few other people as well.  

So that is my design for Michael’s den/tree house. I’m sorry I could not make it a reality at home because I am at school today 

and it would probably take half a year to make, especially having to gather all the resources. 

Sam L. 

The roof  

I would use some large leaves from the tropical trees to keep the water out of my shelter. I wouldn't be able to nail any-

thing as that would let the rain water through, soaking the inside. Instead I would use palm fronds weaved together using 

DT this week 
Year 5 have been designing shelters for Michael, the main charac-

ter in Kensuke’s Kingdom this week, while Edie in Year 4 has 

made a delightful bug hotel that looks five star! 
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only the materials themselves, making my shelter waterproof. 

The structure  

I would use the trees to make a good strong structure for my shel-

ter. I would bind these together and use an axe to make holes for 

the wood to sit in so it wouldn't fall apart. 

The base 

I would use nice round logs all the same length for the base of my 

shack. I would put these down in a firm position so they could not 

move. I would also notch the other timbers for extra support. I 

would cover the logs over with sand to protect my feet and also 

make the logs more secure. 

Inside my shack 

I would like to sleep in a hammock in my shack. I would like to be 

off the floor in case of any spiders or insects during the night. I 

would make it nice and comfortable, using the fibres from some 

coconuts to make it soft. I would use some large palm fronds, like 

those on the roof, to keep the fibres in my hammock making it extra 

cosy and warm if need be. 

Oscar L. 

Prep Baccalaureate 

Prep Baccalaureate 

Well done to the following children, who have all 

either completed or nearly completed their Yarm Prep 

Baccalaureate booklets. Some of their projects can be 

seen over the next pages of the Flier. 

Year 3: Dora B., James C., Thomas F., Annabelle A. 

Year 4: Katie C., Ewan G., Emily E. 

Year 6: Noah V. 

These children will receive their Prep Baccalaureate 

badges very soon. 

Mr Stone 
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The answer to the Head’s Challenge from last week was: History 

Online Safety 

As you know, Yarm School subscribes to Parent Zone’s Digital 

Schools Membership programme, recognising our 

commitment to keeping our pupils safer online and making 

sure we work with you to achieve this. 

Our Digital Schools membership gives you FREE access to 

Parent Zone’s Parent Lounge with: 

● Online training. 

● Expert advice and information on all things digital. 

● Access to a free help service for all your tech 

questions. 

For more information on how to join the Parent Zone Parent 

Lounge, go to the Online Safety Guidance for Parents section 

of our Parent Portal. You will also find helpful advice and 

guidance on another of other key online safety matters which 

is, while we are still under lockdown restrictions, vital. 

Mr Stone 
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Good Work Celebration 

Our focus on good work and school values every Friday is continuing, with Mr Sawyer and Mrs Speight posting a Friday 

celebration assembly every Friday (available via Prep Google Classrooms and the Pre-Prep remote learning website). We will 

post the weekly recipients of the awards, on the back page, as we usually do at the Prep! 

A message to Pre-Prep from Mrs Speight 

I do hope you have enjoyed your learning, I have been 

interested to hear all about Polar Bears and am very 

proud of your work.  

Your attitude to your studies should be commended. I 

know many of you won't know what this word means but 

I would like you to find out. You can do this 

independently if you are able to or your Mummy and 

Daddy can help.   

As always, your enthusiasm continues to shine through, 

well done. I would also like to thank your Mummies and 

Daddies with their help with your remote learning, 

please give them a 'marshmallow' clap!  

Have a wonderful weekend, I hope the weather warms up 

a little. 

Warmest wishes,  

Joanne Speight 

Form Child Child 

N Hannah M. India B. 

RG Gonzalo V. Takashi Y. 

RS Freddie W. Aditi K. 

1H Alice W. Jack A. 

1P Isobel F. Olivia C. 

2D Ronav G. Eric PF. 

2J Will B. Miles P. 

3A Matthew R. Miguel RM. 

3D Emma A. Marawan S. 

4C Jake D. Will F. 

4J Zara W. Felicia J. 

4P Katie C. Emma S. 

5L Minu P-M. Myles B. 

5N Spencer H. Eliash W. 

5P Luca S. Rosie W. 

6B Sienna S. Patrick W. 

6G Tanveer T. Siri P. 

6H Frankie P. Isobel M. 


