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A message from Mr Sawyer  
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(and The Little Phoenix) 
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Friday 5th June 2020  The Yarm Preparatory School Newsletter  

We cautiously opened our doors to more children this week in a partial reopening of the school.  It has been 

impressive to see how quickly the children have adapted to the new routines and operations of the day, and 

well worth the logistical effort to make it happen.  I am very grateful to everyone who has made the week go 

so smoothly and I hold the pupils in high regard for taking it all in their stride.  This move is the next step 

along the path to welcoming more year groups back.  As I communicated to parents of pupils in Years 2,3,4 & 

5 this week, we are not sure when this will be, however, rest assured we are in the planning stages for this 

already.  

Thank you for the feedback many of you have provided recently regarding remote learning. It has allowed us 

to begin to adapt and modify our approach as we move forward through the next few weeks of term.  In order 

to keep our school community connected we are launching a number of online pastoral events which Mr Stone 

and the Form Teachers will write to you about very soon.  

Bill Sawyer 

Head’s Challenge 

You can always find me in the past.  I can be created in the present but the future will never taint me. What am 

I?  

Photo of the Week 

Being a history nut, Mr Harandon has loved seeing all of the Anglo-Saxon shields that have been made recently. These, by 

Samuel in Year 3, are another excellent example. 
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My First Swimming Gala 

It was a Saturday when I had to go to the Eston 

Swimming gala. I was only doing the relay as it was 

my first time going to a swimming gala. I watched as 

the older group sped in their warmup and as I got into the pool the stress got to my head and I was having a breakdown. I was 

taken out and spoken to, I calmed after I understood that it was okay as we had already won the cup. I got back in the pool and 

started my warmup speeding up and down the pool. When I got out, I dried my face put on my jumper and watched as the first 

group got ready. I went to check which races I was in and found my name in the U10 medley as breaststroke. I still remember it 

being the number 28 and I was found again in the 56 for the front stroke relay and I was the last swimmer. I watched people 

from the Stokesley swimming club come and go and hear their experience. It was now my turn. The commentator shouted 

“Event 28 u10 boys medley relay” and my coach took me to the correct place. I could feel as I was losing the feel of my feet 

first then it came up my legs. I waited as my teammate sped forward. As soon as he touched the wall, my mind worked on its 

own as I pushed off. We later came second place, but I only heard bits as I was exhausted.  

I was rested and when half time was called at 30 I was happy to reunite with my dad. “Wow Shlok, impressive you went really 

fast, do you want something to eat?”  

I was exhausted from the swim still so I sat with 

him while I peeled and ate the banana he gave 

me. “It’s time to go, see you later and good 

luck.”  

I kissed him goodbye and started to wait on the 

benches. “Event 56 and 4 more events till we can 

go home,” some people chuckled. The coach 

pulled me aside and told me to ”Swim like a mad 

man and just get to the other end.”  

This forced a laugh but it didn’t last. I waited in 

line more nervous than ever. In swimming, if you 

are first or last they expect great speed from you 

so I waited as the poison of fear crept up my 

body. It became harder as I had to dive off the 

diving board and that is my weakness. I climbed 

up the diving board and took my position. When 

the coach next to me said: “GO!” I jumped 

forgetting my position just thinking of one thing 

and that was when the coach told me to swim 

like a mad man. I sped down swinging my arms 

and kicking my legs. We were at last place when 

I started and 1 team had already reached the 

end when it was my turn. I cupped my arms and 

pushed the water behind me, I forgot 

everything. I focused on just getting to the end 

of the line.  

I did it! I could remember when the whole squad 

congratulated me telling me ‘wow’ and how I 

was ‘super fast’ and I even remember looking on 

the board and seeing we came 2nd place. I was 

lost for words. I got ready and came out ready to 

leave when I was treated to my ecstatic dad who 

 Year 6 
It has been great to see so many of our Year 6 children back in school 

this week. They have hit the ground running and are certainly back 

into the swing of school life, as this work illustrates. 

Remote learning this week 

In the half-term holidays, my brother and I decided to make a Wind 

Speed Meter. The purpose of this is to measure the speed of wind 

where you place it using a string and a protractor. With a shoebox, you 

cut the inside parts of each side and then place some stones on the 

bottom to support the base. Then underneath the top, you get some 

double-sided sticky tape and stick a protractor with some bright card 

on it. This will allow you to easily read the measurements. Finally, you 

stick some string right in front of the top of the protractor and put the 

string through a sponge ball using a wooden skewer to make the hole. 

As a result, the string will be hanging right in front of the protractor at 

90 degrees and if there is some wind then it will swing on one side 

which is when you check what angle it is on. We had a converter which 

would convert the angle into miles per hour and Km per hour. You 

would then get an accurate measurement of your current wind speed.  

This became very useful 

as we could decide 

whether we should sit 

outside or not, judging the 

speed of the wind through 

the wind speed meter. It 

also meant that we could 

choose when it was the 

right time to hang the 

washing outside to dry. 

My brother and I really 

enjoyed making it and we 

will treasure it for a long 

time. Hopefully you will 

find it useful too! 

Jasman S. 
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was congratulating me. When he showed me the video I didn’t recognise myself. I saw that when I dived I had wet my coach as 

you could hear a big splash but that wasn’t even recognised as I could see myself speeding down the lane beating Eston and 

Thornaby and even throwing water in the other person’s lane! People in my squad, the crowd and my proud Dad were 

chanting “SHLOK! SHLOK! SHLOK!” as I had beaten the first person. 

2 Weeks later  

I was invited to the finals for that league but couldn’t go as I was going to India. Later went on to receive U10 best swimmer 

award and was awarded a mug and trophy. 

Shlok A. 

I have a Dream 

I have a dream that no pets in the world are abandoned or mistreated. I would like all 

pets to be treated with care and to be loved, for example don’t hit pets or scare them or 

leave them outside by themselves for too long. This can scare pets  and make them feel 

unwanted. If you do this to pets just think, would you like it if someone took you away 

from your family just to neglect you and hurt you? 

I wish that all the services that help pets like these didn’t have any abandoned pets and 

all the ones that used to be there have new loving owners. Dogs, cats, rabbits, hamsters 

and parrots should be loved and cared for, they should be the centre of family love and 

should be allowed to do what they want because they have their own rights. 

Max H-M. 

I have a dream, that one day there will be no world pollution in our world so we can stay 

safe because we do not want to throw all of this away. We only have one world. If we ruin it we will have no more chances, 

nothing to do but just watch the world disintegrate in front of our eyes. There would be no coming back from it. This is not 

anything we can look back upon if we keep doing the things we are, there will be nothing left but dark air. It is not only for all 

of you, it is for the nature and animals around us. It is unfair on everyone trying to help but some keep going on and on. Petrol 

cars and factories do not help, they make it worse. We do not need this sort of stuff we could use electric cars and a lot of 

things can be handmade. So just think, about the things we have got and we are throwing away. We could make this world a 

better place but we are ruining it, so think of what we could do make it a better 

place.  

Paddy K. 

Summer Holiday Supervision 

For many years our teaching and support staff have offered an action packed 

Summer Holiday School for a three week period during the holiday period.   

Unfortunately this year due to restrictions in place as a result of the COVID-

19 outbreak we are severely limited as to what we can offer. We are sadly 

unable to use school transport as we normally would due to social 

distancing and many of the venues we would normally visit are closed at this 

present time.   

We are mindful that some parents rely on Holiday School for childcare 

during the holiday periods. We will therefore offer school based childcare 

for two weeks between Monday 20th July and Friday 31st July to support 

our working families. This will be charged at a slightly discounted daily rate 

to cover staffing and resource costs and will be confirmed in the booking 

form which will be sent out next week. 

Places will have to be limited due to social distancing requirements and 

priority will be given to Key Workers. Thank you in advance for your 

understanding and support. 

Mr Sawyer 

Together 

You got me when we are in the middle 

I got you In the nights that are pitch black 

We see each other’s light, we are together 

Sparkling Starlights, 

A building with flickering lights, 

We are shining in each room’s star 

Some Lights are ambitious 

Some lights are wandering 

Each person’s light is valuable 

In the dark night 

Don’t feel lonely 

Like the stars, we shine 

How can this night look so beautiful? 

not because of those stars and lights 

It’s because of us, together 

You got me when we are in the middle 

I got you In the nights that are pitch black 

We see each other’s light, we are together 

Manya R. 
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Year 2 

Year 2 have been making some lovely sundials this week! 

Global Explorers Week 

Get your passports ready and your suitcases packed! We’re 

all off on a trip on Monday 15th June as each year group will 

be exploring a different country for our Global Explorers 

Week! More details to follow! 



Phoenix Flier 639  Friday 5th June 2020 

5 

Slowly fading, the saffron sun began to set over the 

glistening waterhole. The Giraffes, Impala, Zebra and 

Vultures all scattered into the trees and long, sunburnt 

grass. The solitary lioness padded out onto the parched, 

cracked ground, her nervous white lion cub following 

behind her tentatively. In a flash, all the animals fled away 

from the waterhole, out into the more deserted, sandy 

veld. 

Emma S. 

Year 4 

Setting descriptions, and other work surrounding the 

book The Butterfly Lion—amongst other things—have 

been in great supply from Year 4 this week. 
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I was walking through a magnificent jungle one day when I saw a very suspicious, old man. He was trying to tell me that 

he wanted his side of the jungle and I had my own side of the jungle. He was using his stick to draw this in the sand. 

It all started from there... my dog had warmed to him, like he was a long, lost friend. This is a dog that usually growls at 

everybody! Some time later, the monkeys were howling as loud as a baby screaming.  I decided to avoid the jungle to get 

that delicious fruit I love to eat. 

A few minutes later, I had built a fishing rod and was waiting for a fish to bite. I spent a couple of hours doing it but never 

caught a thing. I have had my eyes set on a coconut tree for a couple of days now but thought it was too high, I was right. I 

tried climbing the tree but it was super slippery. 

Days past and every morning I woke up to some scrumptious food. I wondered what he was trying to do. Maybe he was 

trying to fatten me up? Or maybe he was trying to greet me very well and be very nice. Who knows? 

Alfie A. 

As I scrambled up the sandy beach and the waves lapped at my feet, I felt relieved to be on the dry land. My throat so dry and 

strangled from screaming myself hoarse, and that was when I heard the trees rustle, but how? I was alone on a deserted island 

staring at the horizon, my body clenched up and I turned around to see, there was nothing there. Nothing at all. Not a bird nor 

Year 5 
Lots of great writing from Year 5 this week. We also have some work on erosion and deposition on the River Tees, amongst 
other fine work. 

Year 3 
DT, philosophy and other goodies have come in from Year 3 this week.  

You can also see what some 

children in Year 3 have been 

up to later in this edition, with 

some great examples of Prep 

Baccalaureate projects to 

share soon and some super DT 

work shared by Mr Carss.  

Well done Year 3! 
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a leaf so I forgot all about it, sat down and found my dreams wash away like the sea on the sand. I didn't stand a chance, or 

what I was meant to say was I didn’t stand a chance yet. 

A bottle washed up on the shore, a note inside. This is 

what it read: 

“Ahoy there. Welcome to Scavengers Island. In order to go 

home you must complete what I say. In the following 

packet you will find a key to a door. Find the door in the 

forbidden forest. Watch out there could be traps 

anywhere. But oh, it will be hard. This is your first clue:  

I am where the light is never seen, many are afraid, you 

may find a giant oak tree but really there are too many. 

You have until dusk to complete this task but I am warning 

you now, find the key or there is no way out…. 

There was no way out unless I did this? I took a deep 

breath, snapped a branch of a tree, then scraped it on the 

trunk. If it was that dark I had to have light. Nothing would 

stop me from going back home.       

In I went. 

Bella Y. 

Being alone, deserted, and without any hopes of surviving; that’s how I had  felt. I had recently gone on a trip with my 

family. It was just my Mum, dad, brother and me.  I had fallen off the boat whilst trying to save my dog, Plushie. The last 

thing I had remembered was a tall bony figure trying to wake me up. It was hard surviving in a humid desert. However, I 

feared I was not alone, as someone had been leaving me food and water. The next day, I spotted an old bony figure, which 

had looked more like an orangutan than an actual human being.  

I had  decided to follow the unusual creature to its habitat. To find out that he wasn’t an orangutan at all, but an old 

crooked man, in old torn up leather and with a knife in his belt. “I, Kensuke, 

you?” he questioned, his voice croaking. 

After a few days, me and Kensuke became good friends. We did almost 

everything together. Until the day, the ship arrived. I had just woken up and 

spotted it. I would finally leave! However, when I went to wake up Kensuke 

he wasn’t there, it was as if he never even existed. I slowly tramped to the 

ship. When I went home I was happy to see my family. But, I would always 

remember the island, with all its animals and fruits; mainly, I’d remember my 

best friend, Kensuke! 

Minu P-M. 

As I scrambled up the sandy beach and the waves lapped at my feet, I felt 

relieved to be on the dry land but terrified of the new unfamiliar place I found 

myself in.. Suddenly, out of the forest, came Stella Artois my best friend, my 

favorite animal, my dog. We spent our days together but Stella made me a bit 

(not much) less scared. 

I stood up on my worn out feet and started to explore the unknown island. 

When I turned my head around the base of the tree, I saw an old looking cave. I 

felt like it was calling me to explore. 

As I approached the cave, I went quite far down inside it.  I found the perfect 

spot for Stella and I to stay in.. I did not know how to stay dry or warm because I 

was not  used to living this life. 

Later that day, I found myself in the middle of the island with Stella. We fell 

My interview with Emma Watson 

If I could interview the actress, Emma 

Watson, I would ask her these 

questions: 

What made you want to start an acting 

career? 

How old were you when you first filmed 

Harry Potter? 

What was your first movie? 

What made you want to play Belle in 

Beauty and the Beast? 

Do you have any siblings? 

Have you ever made friends on set? 

How did you do schoolwork while 

filming Harry Potter? 

On set, are there certain rules you have 

to follow? 

Do you have a degree and if you do, 

what type? 

What university did you go to? 

Sanju V. 
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asleep on the dark, dusty ground and we held onto each other as tightly as we could. 

The next morning, after a walk we got completely lost. We searched for our cave and finally, after searching for ages, we found 

it.. I was so excited and, by the look on Stella's face,  she was too! As we went into the cave we found our spot again. 

Later that morning we decided to explore but then I remembered something FOOD. We were hungry. 

Do you know that feeling when you feel like somebody's watching you? That is how I felt....I ran far away with Stella running 

after me. 

When we saw the sun going down, we headed back to the cave but as we got closer 

we saw a bowl of something. It was food. Someone must have put it there, but 

who? I didn't know who or why and I didn't care either. I was still alive and still 

standing. 

A couple of days later it was night time and I did not want to go to the cave for 

another night so I made a fire. Seconds later I saw a figure coming closer to me. I 

slowly stepped back until……. 

It was a human, a real human (I know I did not see that coming either). I could not 

believe I was not alone! He started to shout at me in a bad temper “Dameda 

dameda!.” What could that mean? What did he want? 

Mattia L. 

Life Cycles 

The Honey Bee 

The honey bee lays each egg in a different cell of honeycomb. The queen can choose whether to lay a fertilised egg (which 

will hatch into a female worker) or an unfertilised egg (which will hatch into a male worker). The workers cover up the 

cells. As soon as the egg is laid, the larva is growing inside it. After three days, the egg hatches and a larva crawls out. As a 

larva grows it sheds its skin. Eight days after hatching, the bee larva is fully grown. The larva cannot feed anymore and it 

starts to change into a pupa.  

The Mason Bee 

 After months of searching the male finds a mate and whilst the female spends months collecting pollen, nectar and mud 

to prepare for her babies, the male goes to find more mates. Then once the female has laid them she puts the mud nectar 

and pollen over the tomb to seal it shut. She makes sure to place the males at the front given they are guaranteed to hatch 

first. If all goes well after a few days the mason bee will break through the seal and start the cycle all over again.  

The butterfly 

It all starts when a butterfly lays its eggs. Slowly ever so slowly they begin to hatch into larvae also known as  caterpillars. 

The caterpillars eat lots 

and lots so they have to 

shed their skin. The 

next stage is the 

cocoon. They have to 

keep very still 

otherwise their prey 

will know they are 

there and eat them. 

After a long time it 

starts to hatch. Slowly 

the wings come to the 

body and the butterfly 

takes its first flight and 

unfolds its wings. 

Ruby K. and Sarah A. 
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Reception 
This week we have been thinking about decorating our 

workspaces. Both at home and school we have created 

beautiful name cards for our desks and bedroom doors, 

using pictures of our favourite things. We explored the 

idea of patchwork quilts and together made our own 

patchwork displays for our bubbles and families.  Each 

piece was created by a different person and we thought 

about how special they looked when combined 

together. Well done to all the Reception children for a 

colourful and enthusiastic start to the new half term!  
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Year 1 

We have been looking at Islands all over the world in Year 1. Using globes and maps, we spotted a variety of places and 

thought about what animals might live there. We took inspiration from Bear Grylls, thinking about what it might be like to 

be marooned on a remote desert Island. We designed our own survival kits, ready to use when facing the elements. 

Researching Vulcan point was particularly interesting- we all seem to want to be stranded there! Super work, Year 1.   
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Our thanks to the Year 3 key worker children, who have made 

some positivity posters to adorn the walls of the classrooms in B 

Block. 

Positivity Posters 
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Mr Underwood has been keeping the children busy and active 

at school, while at home some of you have been busy too! 

PE and Games News 

We would love to 

see some of your 

healthy selfies. If 

you have been 

participating in any 

sport during 

lockdown, whether 

its cycling, running, 

boxing or 

tiddlywinks, please 

share a picture 

with Mrs Redhead-

Sweeney or Mr 

Underwood for 

inclusion in the 

Flier.   

Chess News 
If you are looking to keep your chess game sharp in the 

holidays, there are a series of challenges and activities 

available on the CSC website, run by Mr Marsh. You can 

find these by clicking on the link here:  

https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/chess-at-home 

A reminder too from Mr Marsh that the UK Chess 

Challenge this year is now going to be the online Summer 

Festival of Chess. More details can be found here: 

https://www.delanceyukschoolschesschallenge.com/ 

Have fun! 

https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/chess-at-home
https://www.delanceyukschoolschesschallenge.com/
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Mr Carss has shared some brilliant DT work that has been handed in in recent 

weeks. 

Paper folding facts: 

The world record for folding paper is 12 times! 

 Paper folding is not as easy as you think; It has 

an awful lot of maths behind it, and even more 

for the formula of the world record . 

Every time you fold a piece of paper in half the 

thickness doubles meaning that if you  folded 

the paper enough times to get to the moon; it 

would only take 1 fold more to get the top of the 

paper back down to Earth! 

When I attempted this paper folding challenge I could only manage to get 6 folds. Meaning that I only got half of the world 

record! I used proper paper in comparison to tissue paper or a napkin.  

Tanveer T. 

DT Showcase 
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French Special 
It has been wonderful to see so much brilliant French work created by the children in recent weeks that Madame 

Heavers wanted to showcase even more of it. Tre s bien! 
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Good Work Celebration 

Our focus on good work and school values every Friday is continuing, with Mr Sawyer and Mrs Speight posting a Friday 

celebration assembly every Friday (available via Prep Google Classrooms and the Pre-Prep remote learning website). We will 

post the weekly recipients of the awards, on the back page, as we usually do at the Prep! 

A message to Pre-Prep from Mrs Speight 

A very warm welcome back after our half term holiday and wasn’t the weather 

glorious? I have thoroughly enjoyed seeing the children from the designated year 

groups return to school. I have been so impressed with how well they have adapted 

to our new routines and ways of working.  

The children have enjoyed showing their parents how to wash their hands after 

lining up to get into school. I am incredibly privileged to work with little people. 

Very many thanks to the Estates team for ensuring that the site was ready for the 

safe return for our children because what they have achieved in a very short period 

of time is superb.  

For those of you who are continuing with remote learning, keep up the wonderful 

work and I look forward to seeing you as soon as we are able to do so. I have read 

some lovely stories and seen many photographs of the activities you are 

completing. I can’t wait to find out who has achieved a certificate in my Friday 

assembly!   

As always, have a lovely, peaceful weekend.    

Joanne Speight 

The answer to 

the Head’s 

Challenge from 

last week was:  

An hourglass 

Form Child Child 

N William D. Edie P. 

RG Edith G. Harriet B. 

RS Wilbur M-S. Deia T.M. 

1H Manha A. Angus F. 

1P Fathe C. Rosa W. 

2D Kaira N. Charlie K. 

2J Niall E. Xinhao W. 

3A Samuel E. Amelia I. 

3D Lucy W. Akansha M. 

4C Zach B. Scarlett H. 

4J Lily C. Thomas P. 

4P Emma S. Monica P-H. 

5L Sanju V. Laurie E. 

5N Atsushi Y. George W. 

5P Sienna H. Connie D. 

6B Oliver M. Oliver B. 

6G Darcey A. Carmen H. 

6H Amelia L. Mara M. 

Reports 

All year groups will 

be receiving a 

summer term report 

towards the end of 

the term.  

It will detail recent 

progress and 

summarise each 

child’s efforts this 

academic year. 

Mrs Pawluk 


