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Mrs Speight’s message ... 

Follow me on twitter: @YarmPrePrep   

Many thanks to our Year 1 guest editors last week for writing my message whilst I was 
away at conference. I am sure you will agree that they did a marvellous job. As always, 
we encourage our children to have a great growth mindset. When I asked the children, 
many of them said they had never done this before but they all said, 'Yes, we'll give it a 
go!' As you are aware, it has been Open Week and I have had the pleasure of showing 
many families around our lovely school. I have received so many compliments from them 
which has made me feel very proud as above all, it is our children and their engagement 
with learning that are always mentioned. The chicks and ducks have interested all the 
boys and girls, please take the time to ask your children what they have learnt. The   
children have thoroughly enjoyed the opportunity to handle, stroke and care for our 
feathered friends. The children are also very excited about Sport Relief, do watch out 
for clips of our dance on social media. Next week, we have our Parental Consultations 
and we look forward to seeing you next Monday and Tuesday evening. If you haven't had 
a minute yet, please read your child's report on the Parent Portal prior to your            
consultation. I shall also be available, should you wish to speak with me. Have a lovely 
weekend and I look forward to seeing you next week.                                                                                                                           
Warmest wishes, 

It has been lovely to see the Prep School come together this week as we prepare for our Sport            
Relief fundraising efforts. Seeing nearly 300 well ordered boys and girls dance in unison is quite a 
sight and has been really good fun to be a part of. It is a super twist on our usual Sport Relief efforts 
and the funds will no doubt go a long way to help others who need support in their lives. I am always                        
impressed with the desire our pupils have to be part of any charitable venture. As a generation they 
display much keenness to have a positive impact on the world around them. Thank you for your                  
support with the sponsorship for this worthy charitable cause. 
 
Parents will be aware of the Government's new advice following the decision to move to the 'delay' 
phase of their response to the COVID-19 virus and I would ask that all parents take time to read the 
letter I have sent today (via email) to outline the effect of this on us. The School is working hard to 
make the appropriate and proportionate steps in light of the guidance. It is clear there will be further 
disruption in the days, weeks and even months ahead. I am grateful to parents for their support and 
ask for continued forbearance as we react and respond to the evolving situation which will require us 
all to be creative, resourceful, resilient and supportive. 

A message from Mr Sawyer ... 



Duckling Watch 

Year 1 were very excited to witness our ducklings swimming for the first time. This led to many wonderful 

questions: Why do ducks swim? How do ducks learn to swim? Can ducks swim and eat at the same time? 

The children also told us some excellent facts; Ducks have webbed feet. Ducks can float on water. Ducks eat 

fish. Brilliant observations, Year 1! 

Ducks 

The Reception children were excited about holding the ducklings. We learned about how to keep them clean 

and loved watching them swim and dive. Some careful observations prompted interesting discussions about 

their webbed feet and what they use them for. Much of the week has also been spent preparing for our         

assembly. I am sure you will agree that the children have worked so hard on their performance.  

 



Chicks 

We have loved having eggs to hatch in Nursery. It has been a fascinating experience for the Nursery children 
who have learnt about the life cycle of a chicken and new vocabulary along the way. Thank you to Felicity and 
Jemima's family for very kindly providing the eggs, incubators and equipment. It really has been very special 
for all our families.  

Fantastic Feathery Friends!  

Great eggcitement has flown in to the Studio Hall with the hatching of our ducklings. Using super scientific 
skills, the children have closely observed the changes that have occurred in the last week as our ducklings 
have doubled in size. On Wednesday the ducklings enjoyed a spectacular swimming session in the Year 2 
classrooms. We look forward to watching their rapid development over the next week.   



Looking Forward  

Monday 16th & Tuesday 17th March 

Parents’ Evening - Details to follow 

Friday 20th March 

Bring Your Mums and Grandmas to School Day 

Nursery & Reception - 1pm till 3.30pm 

Years 1 & 2 -  9am till 11.45am 

Tuesday 24th March 

Year 2 visit to Harlow Carr Gardens 

Wednesday 25th March 

Reception trip to Saltburn Beach 

Friday 27th March 

All clubs & activities finish for the term 

Wednesday 1st April 

End of Term - No after School Care 

2019/2020 & 2020/2021 Term Dates 

Spring Term, 2020  

Finish - Wednesday, 1st April 2020                               
(after school)  

Summer Term, 2020 

Pupils return - Tuesday, 21st April 2020 

Bank Holiday - Friday, 8th May 2020 

½ term begins - Thursday, 21st May 2020                 
(after school) 

    INSET 4 - Friday, 22nd May 2020 

Pupils return - Monday, 1st June 2020 

Finish - Friday, 3rd July 2020  (12 noon) 

Autumn Term, 2020 

Pupils return - Thursday, 3rd September 2020  

½ term begins - Friday, 16th October 2020 (after 
school) 

Pupils return - Monday, 2nd November 2020 

Finish - Friday, 18th December 2020 (after school) 

   

Charlie 

Brian 

Elsie 

Zara 

Congratulations! 

Many congratulations to Miss     
Grayson, who announced her       
engagement on Saturday.  

 


