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I 
t has been lovely to see the school come alive after the break with the return of the pupils and staff for 
the new half term. After the stormy weather earlier in the week, there is a definite sense that spring is on 
the way with brighter skies, longer days and some early daffodils showing us the way forward! So as we 
march on, we do so with great excitement about the learning adventures that are ahead of us all.   

You will no doubt have read of recent news of some schools being affected by the spread of coronavirus. We 
are closely monitoring this situation, taking particular note of the advice given to schools by Public Health 
England and the Department for Education.  

In a fortnight we have our Open Week across the Prep School. This is an opportunity for new families to come 
and tour the School during the normal school day and to feel the buzz of the learning environment we create. 
Please do encourage any friends who are interested in sending their children to Yarm Prep School to register 
online at www.yarmschool.org or call 01642781447. Thank you for your support in this regard.  

Bill Sawyer   

W: yarmschool.org T: 01642 781447   

E: prepschool@yarmschool.org    

Photo of the Week 
It was a soggy one for the year 4 boys in their hockey match against Dame Allan’s prior to half-term! Mr 
Underwood’s match report can be found inside, along with a full round-up of the House Pancake Races that 
took place on Tuesday. 

 

@HeadPrepYarm, @MrStoneYarm, @YarmPrepGames 

Head’s Message 

Head’s Challenge 
I am a band but don’t perform, sing or act. What am I?  
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For the first time in Yarm Prep house event history, 

there was a four-way tie for honours as all four 

houses shared the spoils in our House Pancake Races.  

The event was not without controversy however, due 

to Y4 Brunel forgetting the golden rule of not sitting 

down after finishing their race, which lead to 

Arkwright being declared the winner of that round. 

Despite the sharpest of protests from Mr Pengilley, 

the officials referred the matter to VAR, which 

confirmed the on-field decision. Incredibly, this fine 

margin proved to be the difference between Brunel 

winning outright and the incredible dead heat. 

The first race, Year 5, was won by Stephenson who 

dominated thanks to some efficient flipping of 

pancakes and slick changeovers. After the 

controversial Year 4 race it was the turn of Year 3, 

with Brunel making up for previous events with a fine 

win. 

As the usually-concrete pancakes began to crumble 

under the intensity of some fabulous flipping, the Pre-

Prep invitational races and the ‘Pro-Am’ event (i.e. 

teachers) led to the deciding race, contested by Year 

6. Arkwright just needed to finish in 3rd to regain 

their title, but it was not to be as a combination of 

slips, brittle batter and the sheer pace of their rivals 

saw them bring up the rear. 

The races were all held in great spirit and, as you can 

tell from the photos on the right, it was a great 

morning of mirth for all involved. Well done to all of 

the children, in particular to the following who were 

singled out as ‘Fab Flippers’: Thomas Pritchard, 

Tallulah Morris, Miss Ni Chaoilte, Tilly Pallent-Home, 

Oliver Mowbray, Paddy Key (impressive no-look 

flipping) and Patrick Ward (winner of the ‘Big Air’ 

award). 

* Mr Stone and Mr Simpson! 

House Pancake Races 

Previous Winners 
2019 

Four-way tie 

2018 

Stephenson 

2017 

Arkwright 

2016 

Brunel 

Result:  
=1—Arkwright, Brunel, Stephenson, Telford 

10 points 
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Last week 28 children boarded the 

coach to Austria, full of excitement 

and trepidation for the journey 

(Storm Dennis was gripping the 

country) and for the week of skiing 

ahead. There were children of all 

skiing abilities on the trip and every 

single one of them loved it whatever 

level they were skiing at. The snow 

conditions were perfect, the weather 

was kind to us and our hotel was 

comfortable with excellent food. The 

week flew by and before we knew it 

we were on the coach home. It was 

an amazing week and the children 

were superb, displaying all of the 

Yarm Prep school values. Roll on 

February 2021 for the next trip! 

Throughout the week our ski 

instructors were all extremely kind, 

caring and always so patient 

whenever any of us struggled. Mr 

Webb was a fantastic party leader and obviously had a good laugh (possibly a bit more than some of the students!) After a long 

day of superb skiing, Mr Webb and the wonderful teaching staff always managed to make the ski trip that bit more memorable 

with an epic activity. On Monday we went bowling, Tuesday was the hilarious Tyrolian evening, Wednesday we went 

swimming and Thursday was our presentation evening and party games. The most memorable time is when the amazing bus 

drivers would put a cracking tune on the way back to the hotel. This would be the instant switch for Mrs Speight to dance 

accompanied by one of the ski teachers!  

Charlotte M. 

The Junior ski 

trip was great 

fun as I was 

the youngest 

there. 

Everyone 

except Charlie 

M from Year 6 

was in Senior 

School. All the 

ski instructors 

where very 

kind and 

caring. My ski 

instructor was 

Lez. I also 

shared a room 

with Charlie ! 

 

Betty K. 

Junior Ski Trip 
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School proforma completed. This is available from Miss 

Richardson. Whilst we understand the convenience of using 

mobile telephones, they must be handed to the Head’s 

Secretary for safe keeping throughout the day. Again, please 

ensure your child’s phone is clearly labelled.  

Under no circumstances should a mobile telephone be left in 

a bag, or in a pocket, whether switched on or not. Mobile 

phones may not be brought to school without annual 

permission being sought and must not be used on the school 

site unless permission has been granted by Mr Stone.  

Any mobile phone found or used without permission will be 

confiscated by the Deputy Head and will only be returned 

when parents have contacted Mr Stone. 

Well done to the Year 6 

Telfordians, who raised an 

incredible £392.22 for Bright 

Red prior to half-term! Their 

charity day, you may 

remember, focused on 

wearing something bright. 

The children also organised a 

range of games and activities, all in aid of Bright Red, a 

charity established to improve the lives and treatment of 

people in the north of England who are dealing with blood 

cancer. 

Miss Ni Chaoilte 

Yarm School have become part of Parent Zone’s Digital 

Schools Membership programme, recognising our 

commitment to keeping our pupils safer online and making 

sure we work with you to achieve this. 

Our Digital Schools membership gives you FREE access to 

Parent Zone’s Parent Lounge with: 

• Online training; 

• Expert advice and information on all things digital; 

• Access to a free help service for all of your tech 

questions. 

To get started, go to:  

https://parentzone.org.uk/parents/discover-parent-lounge 

• Click on ENTER PARENT LOUNGE 

• Click on the pink ADD TO CART button 

• On the next page click CHECKOUT. You’ll be asked to 

enter your email address. 

After School Supervision begins at 3.45pm with an outdoor 

play time for all registered children. Following this, children 

are usually supervised in two groups to complete homework 

and/or other quiet tasks - Years 3/4 and Years 5/6 – normally 

in 4P and the Science lab. Attendance is confirmed with 

pupils during morning registration.  

We offer late supervision for pupils between 4.30pm and 

6.00pm for those children who are not able to be collected 

by 4.30pm. After School Care is located in the Science Lab 

until 5pm and the Pre-Prep thereafter. It is supervised by 

Miss Emma Jeffries and Prep School staff. A register is taken 

and a modest charge is made for this facility. A drink and 

snack are provided for pupils who attend. Any children not 

collected by 5pm are placed in After School Care at the Pre-

Prep and are charged thereafter.  

The care costs are as follows: 4.30-5.00pm - £2; 5.00-5.30pm 

- £3 (in addition to previous charge); 5.30-6.00pm - £3 (in 

addition to previous charge). Children involved in clubs until 

5pm, children involved in fixtures and children whose siblings 

are involved in Prep School clubs and activities are not 

charged until these activities have finished. If a club or fixture 

is cancelled and parents have been contacted in good time 

(i.e. prior to lunchtime), parents of children who then go into 

After School Care will not be charged.  

After School Care costs are added to the end of term charges 

bill for each family. 

Please note the phone number for after school care: 01642 

792584.  It would help us enormously, if you are running late 

after 5pm, that you could contact this number to let us know 

your estimated time of arrival.    

Miss Jeffries 

The theme for World Book Day 

on Thursday 5th March is 'Dress 

as a book character'. Please bring 

your favourite book to school to 

share with others during the day. 

We look forward to seeing you in 

your costumes. No football kits 

to be worn please.  

Mr Pengilley 

Children who go home by bus, or are involved with fixtures, 

may bring a mobile telephone to school only once the 

Deputy Head has given permission and the appropriate Yarm 

Internet Safety 

After School Care 

Mobile Phones 

World Book Day—Thursday 5th March 

Telford Charity Day 
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All the way throughout the afternoon the boys demonstrated 

excellent teamwork. They congratulated each other when 

demonstrating good skills and supported each other if 

mistakes were made. This was really good to see. They 

passed the ball well, working the ball from defence to attack 

while also staying strong in the tackle. With some excellent 

individual skills on show from Freddie Birkin and Will Foster 

the future looks bright for Hockey at Yarm.  

Eventually the dropping temperature took its toll and the 

decision was made to get the boys back into the warmth of 

the minibus. The boys thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon 

away and I am looking forward to taking them on their next 

adventure. Well done to all involved. 

Mr Underwood 

Parents of those children who are part of Mrs Dunkley’s 

dance groups are invited to attend the Prep School Dance 

Assembly on Monday 23rd March at 9:55am in the Prep 

School Hall. It will be a fitting celebration of all of the hard 

work Prep dancers have put into their lessons this term!  

Mrs Dunkley 

On the next page you will need to enter the coupon code 

YarmSchool to ensure you have free access. Please click ADD 

COUPON once the code has been entered. The code gives 

you a 100% discount. 

I cannot recommend the Parent Zone service highly enough. 

In this day and age, when we are teaching the children how 

to be good online citizens and how to stay safe online, it is 

imperative that parents are in the loop too. Parent Zone 

offers this support. 

Mr Stone 

Stockton Swimming Gala 

On the Wednesday before half-term we took 16 pupils to the 

Stockton Schools District Swimming Gala. Over 8 days of 

competition, some 40 schools in total took part. Meaning 

there were 600 children swimming for their schools!  

It was a fantastic opportunity for our children and one they 

relished. We enjoyed super competition and it was especially 

pleasing to see and hear each child supporting one another 

and cheering every swimmer. Thank you to our swimming 

team: Natasha Pointon, Kate Howell, Jasman Sidhu, Emma 

Scott, Manya Rajeeva, Kabir Gandhi, Lily Cook, Elizabeth 

Neilson, Shlok Arcot, Edie Redhead-Sweeney, Ava Ryan, Bella 

Yang, Darcey Allcock, Aidan Robinson, Charlotte Maund and 

Rosie Cook. 

The results were impressive with all finishing in the top 

three. Special must go to our first place finishers: Natasha, 

Emma, Manya, Lily, Elizabeth, Charlotte and the Girls’ medley 

relay team. 

The Stockton Grand Final will take place at Billingham Forum 

on the 19th March and we have heard this week that both 

our U10 and U11 girls teams have both qualified. What a 

super achievement! 

Mrs Redhead-Sweeney 

Under 8 Hockey 

The weather of the past half term has been particularly 

ferocious. The wind and rain has been unrelenting, affecting 

fixtures and practices. So it was a pleasure to take the U9 

boys to Dame Allan's on the last day before half term. There 

seemed to be a slight break in the weather with the promise 

of some sunshine but as we travelled further north, the 

promise of some solar warmth vanished. This didn't dampen 

spirits though and the boys were especially eager to play the 

matches.  

Easter Holiday School 2020 

Monday 6th April – Thursday 9th April (4 days) 

  

Summer Holiday School 2020 

Monday 13th July – Friday 31st July (3 weeks) 

  

Autumn Half-Term Holiday School 2020 

Monday 19th October - Friday 23rd October (1 week) 

  

Christmas Holiday School 2020 

Please Note: Due to the late finish of the Autumn Term 

(Friday, 18th December) and the timing of the annual 

closure of the School for Christmas (Wednesday, 23rd 

December), there will be NO Christmas Holiday School 

this year.   

  

Easter Holiday School 2021 

Monday 29th March – Thursday 1st April (4 days) 

  

Summer Holiday School 2021 

Monday 12th July – Friday 30th July (3 weeks)  

Holiday School Dates 2020-21 
PE and Games News 

PE and Games News 
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Name: Noah  

Form: 6G 

Best thing about school: Computing 

lessons with Mr Collins and Digital 

Leaders. 

Favourite cheese: Wensleydale 

Most exciting thing to happen in my life 

so far: Being a Grid Kid at the 2018 British Grand Prix. 

When I am older… I am still thinking about this! 

Writing or typing? Typing 

Ketchup or mayo? Mayo 

Sun or snow? Sun 

One wish: For Sebastian Vettel to win another Grand Prix! 

The consensus amongst teachers this week has been that 

Noah has been a lovely, positive and supportive boy, both in 

class and on the playground. Thank you Noah! 

 Values Endeavour 

3A Olivia J. Thomas F. 

3D Tiger C. Emma A. 

4C Lucia C. Waleed A. 

4J Charlie E. Felicia J. 

4P Edie R-S. Ewan G. 

5L Ava R. Myles B. 

5N Eliash W. Bella Y. 

5P Saatvik G. Oscar L. 

6B Luke W. Ivy A. 

6G Naina A. Niamh B. 

6H Jasman S. Frankie P. 

Head Teacher Awards: 

Y4: Anushri W., Monica P-H., Charlie E. 

Y5: Lucy M. 

Y6: Charlie Be.  

 Coming up Celebration Assembly 

FEBRUARY 

Sat 29 UK Chess Challenge—School Round (Prep and 

Dining Halls; 9.45am-2.30pm) 

MARCH 

Mon 1 Arkwright House Duty 

Tue 2   U8 Football v Choristers (home; 2.15pm start) 

U8 Netball Festival at Queen Mary’s (away; 2pm 

start, 4.30pm return) 

Wed 3 HMC U11 Netball and Football (Hymers College; 

8am depart, 5pm return latest) 

Thu 4  World Book Day 

Book Fair arrives 

***NEW EVENT*** In2Hockey—Boys’ Finals 

(York; 9.15am depart, 3.30pm return) 

Fri 5    U11 Girls’ In2 Hockey finals (Wakefield; 8am 

depart, 3pm return) 

5N Class Assembly (Prep Hall; 10.20am; Parents 

welcome!) 

U10/11 Hockey v Barnard Castle (home; 2pm) 

U11 Netball v Red House (home; 2pm start) 

**Note change of venue/time** 

U10 Netball v Choristers (away; 2.15pm start, 

4.30pm return) 

Mon 9 Open Week 

Tue 10  Year 5 trip to Fountains Abbey 

VMT Parents’ Evening (Senior School; 4-6.30pm) 

Choristers practice with Cleveland Philharmonic 

Orchestra (Prep Hall; 5.30-6.30pm) 

Wed 11  Curiosity Emporium 

Girls’ Football v Red House (away; 4pm start, 

5.30pm return) 

Book Fair departs Thu 12  

Yarm Under ( Football and Netball Tournaments 

(Prep School; 11.30am-3pm) 

Year 5 London Trip—Meeting for parents (4P; 

4pm) 

Fri 13 Sport Relief dance 

Peer Mentor of the Week 

Head’s Challenge solution from last week:  The girl was 

eleven that day.  


