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It has been a thought provoking and stimulating week across the Prep School as we have embraced a number of 
religion and philosophy themed workshops, assemblies and lessons. Under the theme ‘Is home a feeling or a place?’ 
we have explored a range of views and experiences from visiting speakers and guests. Reverend John Ford joined 
us to explain how homes in the townships of Cape Town differ from ours in terms of their physical make up but are 
similar in that they are filled with love. Mr Edwards from the Senior School shared with us tales of adventure from 
his many travels. He taught us that homes come in many forms, for lots of people they are temporary and simple 
but places of great freedom and joy. Each class also received a wonderful book for their class libraries which 
addressed the plight of refugees and what life is like without a home. Throughout the week I have been so 
impressed with the children’s interest in this topic, their questioning and their willingness to learn. It is a pleasure 
to witness such abundant curiosity; long may it continue! 

Please could all of us who travel by car to School ensure that we park legally and responsibly. If you choose to not 
use the Senior School parking facilities please ensure that you do not park in the coach bays at the beginning or end 
of the day, as blocking access to them has a severe impact on the traffic on The Spital. Please also ensure that you 
cross The Spital via the pedestrian crossing at all times. This is the only safe place to cross this busy road and 
sets the correct example to the children about road safety. It really does only take a minute or so longer but really 
does make you much safer. From next week, you will notice an increased staff presence on The Spital to assist with 
road safety. Thank you for your support.   

Bill Sawyer   

W: yarmschool.org T: 01642 781447   

E: prepschool@yarmschool.org    

Photo of the Week: The netball season is well underway, with Year 5 playing Queen Mary’s. 

 

@HeadPrepYarm, @MrStoneYarm, @YarmPrepGames 

Head’s Message 

Head’s Challenge: The more holes that I cover the lower I will go. What am I?  
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Rev Ford’s workshop was memorable and informative. He told us about his trip to Cape Town and the state of the area. Many 

people were in a poor state after various events like accidental fires. I really enjoyed this and I hope that Rev Ford visits again. 

Jasman S. 

Reverend Ford came to talk to us about ‘home’ in South Africa. It was sad because we learnt that families live in one room 

homes. I think it was beneficial because it showed me how privileged I am.  

Edward L. 

When Rev Ford visited on Monday it was a real eye opener on the 

differences and similarities of their living spaces. Some fantastic 

questions were given with some even better answers. I think 

everyone is a little bit more respectful of their position now.  

Charlotte M.  

In reading groups we had to predict what The Arrival was all about. 

We thought about the characters feelings and thoughts. After that, 

we worked in pairs and wrote a script, of what we thought might 

happen in the book. We even got to act it out. Reciprocal reading is really fun!  

Carmen H. 

In Year 6 reading group we were acting out the start of the book 

‘The Arrival’. We predicted what was going to happen, acting it out 

was such a fun way to help our predictions.  

Betty K. 

Today in reading group we have been looking at a new book ‘The 

Arrival’ by Shaun Tan. In the lesson we clarify, predict and 

summarised what we did. We get to do more in our English lessons.  

Sofia A. 

Religions and Philosophy Week 
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Attendees: Form Captains, House Captains, School Captains were present.  5P’s Form Captain was not present. 

We got into groups, at least one pupil from a different year group was in each group. 

We spoke about whether or not people felt safe online, and when people didn't feel safe.. We also talked about what we did 

online and problems with the internet. 

Do You Feel Safe Online? This is what some people said: 

 Yes, because you can have a private account and set your own privacy settings. 

 Some people don’t feel safe on YouTube, because there can be mean and inappropriate comments on videos. 

 Pop-up ads on games can have rude or inappropriate content, such as Episode. 

 Some people are being upset and offended by other people on Snapchat (rated 13). 

 On online games (such as Minecraft), losers can give mean comments to the winners. 

What do we do online? This is what some people said: 

 Social media such as Instagram, Tik Tok, snapchat, house party, twitter, pinterest 

 Games such as minecraft, roblox, fortnite, grand theft auto, fifa, mariokart 

 Communication apps: Whatsapp, Messages, Facetime  

 Internet browsers such as google, safari 

 Youtube 

 Watching netflix, prime video 

 Amazon 

 Music services such as spotify or Apple music.  

Problems with the internet: This is what some people said: 

 Hackers 

 People not following age ratings 

 Exceeding screen time limits 

 Rude comments on social media and on people’s videos 

 Unknown people sending friend requests 

 Stranger danger 

 Cyber bullying 

 Spam messages 

 Prank calls 

 Swearing on social media 

 Inappropriate adverts 

 People threatening, blackmailing and abusing other 

users 

 People forwarding photos and videos without the 

permission of the owner 

Isaac A 

School Council 
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Year 5 have been working on making their passwords more 

secure (did you know the most common password in the 

world is “password”?!), as well as considering what spam is 

(not the tinned variety) and what to do if they receive any.  

Mr Stone 

This year's House Chess Championship started in sensational 

style with excellent victories for Stephenson and Arkwright.  

Stephenson were on top form and for some time they looked 

to be on target for an astonishing clean sweep against 

luckless Telford. Captain Sabeeh Qureshi led the way with a 

hat-rick of wins and his tally was matched by Frankie Parker 

and Natasha Pointon. Adam Paul scored two wins and Niamh 

Boddy added one to the score too. It was heading for a 

whitewash but then Tiger Chahal drew with Griff Williams 

and Ella Fitzgerald famously won a game for Telford. The 

final score of 12.5-1.5 shows two things: Stephenson are in 

great shape, certain to be serious challengers for this year's 

title...and, for Telford, the only way is up! 

The match between Arkwright and Brunel was a much closer 

affair. Every game was close and it was only at the very end 

that Arkwright managed to pull away from their rivals. Aditya 

Paul and Archie Axtell were the top scorers, each with a 

brace of victories, and further points were added to the tally 

by Rehan Krishnamoorthy, Alfred Gilraine, Isobel McGlade 

and and Noah Vincent. Aryan Nalawade, Shlok Arcot, James 

Goodall, Neev Sahoo and Willow Arnold all added points to 

the Burnel cause but it wasn't enough to stop Arkwright 

winning the match to the tune of 8-4. 

Round two, scheduled for next Monday, brings the big battle 

of the leaders. Will Arkwright manage to stop the 

Stephenson juggernaut in its tracks? Meanwhile, can Brunel 

or Telford recover from their first round defeats to put 

themselves back in contention? 

Exciting times! 

Mr Marsh 

With the increasing number of emails we are sending to 

parents to reduce the amount of paper we use, we are 

finding some parents are finding these emails in their junk or 

spam folders.  

Most email clients have their own rules on how to identify 

spam e-mails, things like the volume/frequency of emails 

received by the specific domain (in this case anything from 

@yarmschool.org) matched by how often they are opened or 

ignored by the recipient. They learn from regular behaviour 

and try to anticipate the needs of the user, but you can 

override this for specific senders.  

Most if not all email clients have the option when selecting 

an e-mail to mark it as ‘This is not spam’ which informs the 

email client not to tag anything from us as spam in future. 

Also in most cases, adding our e-mail addresses (e.g 

sri@yarmschool.org, gns@yarmschool.org, etc) to your 

contacts list tells the spam classification that anything from a 

known contact is probably worth reading. 

With us sending the newsletter via email from next week, 

please double-check that you have our accounts in your 

contacts and/or you mark us as not spam. 

Mr Stone 

Please keep an eye on the Flier over the coming weeks. With 

Safer Internet Day coming up in February and every child 

participating in online safety lessons during computing, there 

will be plenty of ideas, tips and work to share with you all. 

There will also be some internet safety talks aimed directly at 

parents from PCSO Eric Barrett, taking place at the school on 

Tuesday 11th February. 

Mr Stone 

As we rush towards half-term and Safer Internet Day on 

Tuesday 11th February, all children in Years 1-6 have been 

learning about online safety in their computing lessons. 

Most recently, Year 4 have been discussing the differences 

between private and personal information. The lessons were 

finished with a quiz, with Eleanor Wild and Rosie Cook both 

scoring an impressive 100%! 

Personal information is information that can’t be used to 

identify you or your family, such as age, siblings, gender, 

favourite food, etc. 

Private information is information that can be use to identify 

you or your family, such as full name, address, password, 

phone number, etc. 

Computing lessons 

Emails from school 

House Chess 

House Chess —Scores 
Arkwright 8—4 Brunel 

Stephenson 12.5—1.5 Telford 

Internet Safety 
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girls. 

Fixtures are also up and running and we enjoyed a block 

netball fixture v Queen Mary's on Friday with every girl in 

Years 5 and 6 involved. The opposition were not able to field 

full teams so it was lovely to see our girls volunteer to mix up 

along with Queen Mary’s to make sure we could have more 

girls playing. What a great gesture and well done to those 

who took turns to play for QM as well as the Prep School.  

On Friday 13th January we played against Queen Mary’s 

School in a netball fixture. All the Year 5 girls took part and all 

thoroughly enjoyed ourselves. It didn’t matter what stage we 

are at, if we played at a club or if we were new to the sport. 

We had a good team spirit, 

doing the three cheers even if 

we lost. Everyone tried new 

positions and gave them a 

go. We all cannot wait until 

we have another chance to 

play together and try our 

hardest. 

Lucy M. and Amelie S. 

Grangetown have continued 

their involvement in school and this term will work with our 

Year 3 and 4 girls. It was great to have 10 girls playing and 

learning lots alongside these experienced coaches. They 

showed great resilience in what were very blustery 

conditions.  

The Year 3 girls have now settled into their swimming lessons 

on a Monday and this term it is the turn of Stephenson and 

Telford houses. The instructors have been most impressed at 

their lovely manners and enthusiasm to learn. All pupils are 

now in their teaching groups and are in small groups to make 

sure they get the very most out of this 30 minutes lesson. 

Well done to our swimmers.  

A special mention also to our girls' rugby players who 

travelled to Red House to play some tag alongside some Year 

5 and 6 girls on Tuesday afternoon. We selected 15 after a 

super turnout at the first practice and my thanks to Mr 

Sport! Sport! Sport! 

Sport! Sport! Sport! 

There’s nothing I love more. 

Hockey, netball rounders… 

Sports galore. 
 

Dance on a Monday, 

I guess that counts. 

Netball on a Tuesday, 

That tires me out. 
 

Double hockey on a Wednesday, 

I want more. 

I love it when we work as a team 

Then to finish off we score. 
 

More netball on a Thursday, 

Grangetown hub’s the best. 

We learn things I’ve never learnt before, 

But still it makes me want to rest. 
 

But Friday!  

Oh when Friday comes, 

I get to relax and chill. 

And then up go my two thumbs,  

But more there is still. 

Netball on a Saturday, Sunday too. 

I barely have time to eat or go to the loo! 

Oh sport I do love you, 

But give me a rest 

At least at the end of the day I know I’ve done my best. 
 

Gracie R-H. 

It was a busy first week back but great to see so many pupils 

engaged in sport during the week. There is a wide array of 

clubs, including Girls' rugby through to urban running (above) 

as well as the hockey sessions for boys and netball for our 

PE and Games News 

Year 6 Poetry 
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PLEASE NOTE: The production of Miss Saigon may 

contain material that is not suitable for young children. 

 

Simpson for taking the girls. They had a fabulous time and I 

look forward to their next run out v Bow later in the term.  

On Tuesday 21st January, 15 girls travelled to Red House to 

play tag rugby. We all had good fun and enjoyed playing the 

game. We learnt new skills to improve and get better. 

Ellie W. 

We thoroughly enjoyed the match and had a great time 

playing tag. We scored lots of tries and learnt many new 

skills. We all worked as a team to get best out of it. 

Amelie S. and Natasha P. 

The Under 11 boys enjoyed some opening hockey fixtures of 

the term against Cundall Manor. 

On Friday 17th January, the Year 6 boys went to Cundall 

Manor to play hockey. All of the boys played outstandingly 

and the final score was 1-1. Cundall scored in the very last 

minute in our match so we were disappointed, but overall it 

was a good match. We were pleased with our performance, 

as was Mr Underwood. 

Sam S. 

I enjoyed the hockey fixture. It was my first ever game and I 

can’t wait to play again. 

Luke W. 

The entire Year 3 year 

group also travelled to 

Clifton School in York 

on Tuesday and played 

football and netball 

matches.  

All in all a super first 

few weeks back!  

Mrs Redhead-Sweeney 

and Mr Underwood 
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PLEASE NOTE: We will also be adding Y3/4 Boys’ Hockey on a Thursday after school for any children who 

are interested. Please just turn up and play! 
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Name: Charlotte 

Form: 6B 

Best thing about school: All of the 

amazing opportunities 

Favourite cheese: Wensleydale with 

cranberries 

Most exciting thing to happen in my 

life so far: Going on the world’s fastest zipwire in Wales. 

When I am older… I would like to be an architect and a house 

renovator 

Writing or typing? Writing (apart from when I’m on my 

typewriter 

Ketchup or mayo? Ketchup 

Sun or snow? Sun 

One wish: To pass my advanced open water scuba diving 

exam. 

Charlotte has been selected this week for her can-do attitude 

in and around the class.  

 Captain Vice-Captain 

3A Rehan K. Violet M. 

3D Diasy N. Fenwick M. 

4C Zach B. Tabitha B. 

4J Ben S. Jacob B. 

4P Emma S. Monica P-H. 

5L Oliver D. Mattia L. 

5N JJ J. Natasha P. 

5P Oscar L. Connie D. 

6 Absent due to entrance exams  

Head Teacher Awards:  

Y3: Sawsan K., Arvind K., Rehan K., Emma A., Beatrix A., 

Anjali R., Matthew R. 

Y4: Jing Jing L., Ella F. 

Y5: Adam P., Jake W., Oliver D., Minu P-M., Sanju V., 

 Coming up Celebration Assembly 

Mon 27  SATIPS Handwriting Week 

House Chess—Arkwright v Stephenson, Brunel v 

Telford 

Tue 28  Year 1 trip to MIMA 

Year 2 walk to Wesleyan Church, Yarm 

U8 Netball workshop with Durham High (home;; 

2pm start) 

Wed 29 Curiosity Emporium (Mrs Pawluk’s room; 1pm) 

Thu 30  Telford Charity Day (details to follow) 

Year 4 Good Work assembly 

U9 Netball v Bow (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm 

return) 

U9 Hockey v Teesside High (away; 2pm start, 

4.15pm return) 

Fri 31   5L class assembly (Prep Hall; 10.20am; parents 

welcome) 

U10/11 Football v GSAL (away; 2pm start, 

4.45pm return) 

U10 Netball v Barnard Castle (away; 2pm start, 

4.30pm return) 

U11 Netball v Barnard Castle (home; 2.15pm 

start) 

FEBRUARY 

Mon 3  STEAM Week 

Brunel House Duty 

Activities carousel 3 begins (Y4-6) 

House Chess—A v T, B v S 

U9-11 Terrington Hall Cross-Country (12pm 

depart, 1.30pm start, 5pm return) 

Tue 4  U8 Netball workshop with Ashville (away; 

2.30pm start, 5pm return) 

U8 Hockey v Cundall Manor (home; 2pm start) 

Reception Stay and Play Maths (8.45-9.30am) Wed 5  

Informal Concert (Prep Hall; 4-5pm) ***Parents 

of children involved notified by Mr Gooding*** 

Thu 6 HMC Cross-Country (Barlborough Hall; 11am 

start, 5.30pm return) 

Fri 7 U10/11 Hockey and Netball v Pocklington and 

Ashville (away; 1.30pm start, 5.30pm return) 

Peer Mentor of the Week 

Head’s Challenge solution from last week:  Ivy 


