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A 
s I write the final newsletter for the term, I can still hear the rousing rendition of Hark! the Herald 
Angels Sing from last night’s Carol Service in my head. I can also picture the children’s faces as they 
sang with absolute conviction and clarity. It struck me during the service that it was not long ago 
that I was watching even the oldest of our Prep pupils on stage in their EYFS nativity! Time certainly 

flies when you are having fun! One of the many privileges of working in a school such as ours is that you see 
every pupil grow in stature and confidence as they journey through School. This was certainly demonstrated 
last night in what was a wonderful service. I am grateful that many of you were able to join us.  

I would like to thank all parents who came to support our annual Prep Ball the weekend before last.  In 
particular the committee members of the YPSSC who made the event possible with extensive planning in the 
preceding months. Thank you also to the many helpers who pulled together in the final few days to lay the 
ground for what was a tremendous evening of entertainment, dancing and dining. An update on funds raised 
will follow in the New Year.   

Looking back on the term there have been myriad achievements, progress and highlights for all of our pupils. 
Gains have been realised in so many areas: the classroom, the sports pitches, the stage, in music performances 
and also in terms of relationships, self-responsibility, confidence and the appreciation of others. They are a 
great credit to the School. I think it is vital to note that they have been driven, inspired and supported to make 
such gains by a dedicated band of teachers and ancillary staff who I would like to thank for their tireless work 
this term. I would also like to thank my wife Sarah and our children for always being there for me; without 
their care and love I would be lost.   

I wish all families and members of our community a safe and enjoyable holiday. Best wishes for the festive 
period and see you in 2020! I look forward to the Spring Term and all it brings. 

Bill Sawyer   

W: yarmschool.org T: 01642 781447   

E: prepschool@yarmschool.org    

Photo of the Week: Our thanks to our school captains and house captains who, along with Miss Darbar and 

Mrs Shepherd, decorated our Christmas tree in such festive style! 

 

@HeadPrepYarm, @MrStoneYarm, @YarmPrepGames 

Head’s Message 

Head’s Challenge: If you fold a piece of paper in half, fold it in half again four more times, then cut off each of 

the four corners of the resulting rectangle, how many holes will there be when you unfold the paper again?  
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The Year 3s whisked everyone away to Austria this week, to tell the story of how the much loved Christmas carol, Silent Night 

came to be. The narrators set the scene beautifully in a little town called Oberndorf, where they introduced the audience to 

Father Joseph the parish priest. Tiger played this part with great determination, really capturing Father Joseph’s frustrations 

when trying to write a special poem for midnight mass.  His predicament however, wasn’t the only problem to arise this 

Christmas, as a rabble of cheeky church mice were up to mischief. Taking their favourite game of hide and squeak a little too 

far, one naughty mouse decided to nibble a gigantic hole in one of the organ bellows!  

Franz Gruber the church organist, played incredibly by Noah, was horrified to discover this problem….what a disaster! How 

could there ever be a Christmas service without music?! To make matters worse, a snowstorm was fast approaching… the 

audience watched in awe as a magical flurry of snowflakes whirled elegantly around the stage.  

What a relief it was to hear that Father Joseph and Franz Gruber had a plan! With the help of the villagers and the mischievous 

church mice, they managed to create a beautiful service just in time for Christmas Eve.  

The production ended with a fantastic medley of carols guiding Mary and Joseph, the angels, the shepherds and the Three 

Wise Men to the stable, all concluding in a stunning solo performance by Noah.  

With whispers of West End comparisons from the audience, it is fair to say this was an incredible performance by Year3! Thank 

you for taking us to Austria, and for telling us the magical tale of Silent Night. A superstar performance, well done! 

Miss Darbar and Mrs Arrol 

Year 3 Christmas Play 
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My favourite part was when the snowflakes did their elegant dance.   

Bea M. 

I loved playing my part. I used lots of expression. It was hard at first but then I got used to it. 

Tiger C.  

The kings looked so professional!  

Willow A. 

I liked dancing for the Guten Morgen song. We got to do loads of actions.  

Arvind K. 

I enjoyed playing my part because it was like I was actually in Austria!  

Akansha M. 

I loved how the mice got to sneak on like real mice  

Amelia O. 
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I enjoyed knowing that someone would spot the mouse hidden on stage but not know it was a mascot!     

Miguel R. 

I loved the songs because songs let your inner body out.     

Griff W. 

The highlight of the Year 3 nativity for me was the Carol Medley at the end because everyone gets on the stage together and 

sings traditional Christmas carols.   

Ellie Mae G. 

I liked the villager dance because it was very jolly and fun. The costumes were amazing. They wore traditional, rustic Austrian 

clothes.    

Imogen P. 

My favourite part of our nativity was when we learnt and sang Silent Night in German. “Stille nacht, heilige nacht.”    

Max A. 

My highlight was when the mice came out, dancing in time to the music. They were so funny and scuttled everywhere.   

Ciara W. 

I enjoyed the part where I flew on stage with the other Angels to “Ding Dong Merrily on High”    

Olivia J. 

The “Guten Morgen” song was my highlight because we sang in three parts. The villagers did an amazing dance which was in 

time to the music.      

Navina M. 
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General Election fever hit the Prep School on 
Wednesday as the school went to the polls. Following a 
hectic three weeks of canvassing, the four candidates 
from 5N and their parties waited with baited breath as 
every child and member of staff were given the 
opportunity to exercise their democratic right to vote. 

As if mirroring the adult world, the build up to polling 
day was tense. However, the four parties conducted 
themselves with both passion and thoughtfulness, 
something sometimes lacking in real life politics! The 
four candidates could be seen speaking to the electorate 
during break times in a bid to rustle up some votes. With 
opinion polls suggesting a very tight race, every little 
moment and comment was scrutinised as voters sought 
to pick out the party they felt were in tune with their 
beliefs. 

Election day saw teams of Poll Clerks from 5L and 5P 
organise the polling booth with incredible efficiency. 
Those voting knew exactly what to do thanks to their 
efforts and it was pleasing to see so many children (and 
teachers!) taking the opportunity to make their voices 
be heard. Our Clerks also oversaw our voting in the 
Senior School General Election—results for this can be 
found in the Senior School newsletter. When the polling 
station closed at 4pm, it was the turn of the counting 
team and the Returning Officer—Ava Holmes and —to 
oversee the announcement of the result. In the end, it 
took an incredible FOUR recounts to confirm the result! 

Well done to everyone who took part, from the 
candidates and their support teams, the clerks and 
counters from 5L and 5P and, of course, all of those who 
took the chance to vote. 

Mr Stone 

General Election 

THE FINAL RESULT: 

Alfie Arnold (Rainbow Party) 68 votes 

Noah Coulman (Vision Party) 64 

Bella Yang (Purple Bird Party) 52 

Kabir Gandhi (Prospect Party) 42 

Total number of votes: 232. Turnout: 91% 

Real-life parties: Rainbow = Green; Vision = Labour; Purple Bird = Conservative; Prospect = 

Liberal Democrat. 
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We went to the Oriental Museum to learn about ancient Egypt. Once we were split into groups we were able to complete a 

gallery trail. We also got to handle lots of different Egyptian artefacts. 

Yuhe T. 

The mummy had been to lots of places before coming to the Oriental Museum. We got to smell it and it was horrible! 

Charlotte F. 

There were some amazing artefacts and the gallery trail was really good fun. 

Nethuki M. 

The things from Ancient Egypt were really delicate because they were thousands of years 

old. My favourite bit of the day was the fabulous mummy. 

George F. 

I got to do a play and the weighing of the heart ceremony. It was a fun trip. 

Jacob B. 

It was breathtaking seeing the mummy! 

Charlie E. 

Year 4 Trip to the Oriental Museum 
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During games lessons after half term the girls will now play netball. The clubs for netball will take place for Y3 and Y4 on a 

Thursday 4pm-5pm and for Y5 and Y6 on a Wednesday from 4pm-5pm. We are looking forward to netball season, learning lots 

more new skills, taking part in fixtures and workshops and most importantly having fun.   

Miss Bradley 

What have we learnt?  

I have learnt all of the places you can go on the netball court and I have also learnt that I must use ‘bunny ears’ when shooting. 

Imogen P. 

In netball I have learnt to pass the ball correctly and how to shoot with a ball. We played a game called Killer.  

Ellie-Mae G. 

I have learnt the names of the different positions and when you have finished your shot to do ‘bunny ears’, as well as lots of 

other different skills.  

Noah A. 

I have learnt passing, defending, the correct technique to shoot. I won most improved shooter one week. I also remembered to 

say ‘ice-cream’ to help me remember the footwork rule.  

Lama E. 

Why it is fun?  

Netball is a great sport to play, it’s a team game you can play with your friends. The more you play the better you will get, we 

really enjoyed learning how to shoot in the hoops. Netball helps to improve all of your sporting skills.  

Ella F., Charlotte F. and Scarlett H.  

How we have improved?  

I have improved by doing different types of passes; chest pass, bounce pass and shoulder pass.  

Violet M. 

I’ve improved my shooting into the netball hoops by learning the correct technique.  

Beatriz G. 

I have improved my passing, when I started 

I wasn’t very good but I practised lots and 

now I am much better.  

Anjali R. 

I have improved my shooting, I really 

enjoyed playing Killer to practise, I’ve 

improved so much!  

Beatrix A. 

Why should people at Yarm play netball?  

You should play netball at Yarm because it 

is a good sport to keep you fit. It is fun, you 

get to shoot in the hoops and run around a 

lot. Netball keeps you fit and healthy and 

you will learn lots of new skills.  

Lamar E., Sawsan K., Imogen P., Lucy W.  

Netball Activity 
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PLEASE NOTE: We will also be adding Y3/4 Boys’ Hockey on a Thursday after school for any children who 

are interested. Please just turn up and play! 
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of rugby we try and promote. We play at speed, running into 

space and keeping the ball away from contact. The U8s 

enjoyed themselves entertaining Clifton early in the season 

and then facing off against The Chorister School and Cundall 

Manor before half term.  

The U9s found themselves travelling far and wide playing 

teams from as close as Teesside High and as far away as 

Mowden Hall. It has been an excellent experience for the 

U9's to meet new friends and peers across the entire region. 

The U10s started their campaign against Teesside High on a 

Friday and then travelled Barnard Castle for The Clegg Cup. 

While a little rusty in places, the U10's showed plenty of 

promise of what was to come in the weeks ahead. As they 

progressed through the term the boys demonstrated 

excellent work at the contact area but struggled to get the 

ball out wide into space. Over the rest of the term the boys 

have worked on passing, using every free opportunity to 

practise and hone their skills with the ball. The result has 

been super, with the boys playing free flowing rugby that is 

great to watch. Well done to all involved. 

Working with the U11 boys has been a pleasure this term. All 

have been keen to learn and develop from each other. They 

have faced stern opposition throughout the season and even 

though they have not been successful on every occasion, I 

have been most impressed by their teamwork, 

communication and support of each other on the games 

field.  

It has been a pleasure to be able to watch all the boys play 

and I have enjoyed seeing the smiles at the end of each 

fixture. Well done to all the boys for an exceptional effort 

this season. 

Mr Underwood 

Boys’ Games Review 

As we approach the end of the year it is traditional to reflect 

upon the key events of the last year, however in this case we 

shall make it the last term. It is no exaggeration to say that it 

has been a season of two halves and while the fine weather 

at the beginning of the term was lovely, I would have 

preferred more typical autumn weather if it meant that the 

second half of the term wasn't so wet and damp! 

All weather related comments aside, all teams performed 

well from the beginning. The firm ground supported the type 

Bridge House Collection 

PE and Games News 

Thank you! 

Sending a HUGE thank you 

to everyone who has taken 

the time to create a winter 

care pack. Bridge House were 

delighted to receive over 100 

care packs; incredible work! 

Your generosity will go a 

long way this Christmas and 

really help to make a 

difference. 

Thank you everyone! 
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For us it is not about results but about giving the girls as 

many sporting opportunities to play and enjoy the afternoon. 

We had matches v Barnard Castle, GSAL, St Olaves, Dame 

Allan's, Queen Mary's, Red House and Pocklington.  On 

occasion we even played multiple schools on the same day 

which allowed us to get more girls playing..    

Next term our emphasis in games turns to netball and we will 

continue to work alongside Grangetown netball club to give 

our Year 3 and 4 girls a club experience. 

Finally, I want to thank the staff for their passion for sport 

and hard work each and every week, and the girls and 

parents for their enthusiasm and company. Enjoy your 

holiday and family time together and let's do it all again next 

year!   

Mrs Redhead-Sweeney 

Compassion Is The Key 

Compassion is the key, 

It will help you and me. 

Always cheer everyone until you can, 

Even if it is Dan or Sam. 

 

Encouragement is the thing, 

Support them and be on their wing. 

No matter how they are, 

You need to treat them like a star. 

Girls’ Games Termly Review 

It has been a busy term with lots going on. It has been 

lovely to continue our ethos of 'sport for all' ensuring girls get 

as many opportunities to play fixtures.  

The Year 3s have begun their hockey journey and took part in 

afternoon workshops and enjoyed meeting and travelling to 

other schools including Cundall and Ashville in addition to 

hosting RGS Newcastle, Queen Marys and Durham High.  

The Year 4s, so our U9s, are playing a recognised game of 

hockey and this can vary from 5's to 7's and enjoyed fixtures 

v Barnard Castle, RGS Newcastle, Bow and Cundall. It was 

fantastic to see them grow in confidence and indeed tactical 

prowess.  

Our U10 and U11 teams enjoy fixtures every single Friday 

and we put out 41 teams this term against a lot of other 

schools in the NE. This is an increase on last year. It was 

super that other schools were able to buy into our ethos and 

on the majority of Fridays we had every single girl involved.   

School Values poetry 
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Compassion is a life skill, 

It doesn’t matter if it is 5-0. 

You should always show compassion, 

It is the key for you. 

 

Always be compassionate, 

Don’t let anyone down, 

Keep a smile on their face, 

The opposite of a frown. 

 

Compassion is the key, 

Soon, you will see. 

This poem was based on being compassionate, 

A vital school value. You should always be compassionate no 

matter where you are and who you’re supporting. 

Jasman S., 6H 

There is a morning break at which children can have milk if 

you wish. Please inform your child’s form teacher if you 

would like your child to have this. Children are 

allowed to bring a couple of plain biscuits or a 

piece of fruit to eat at break time.  

No chocolate, chocolate covered snacks, nuts, 

fruit flavoured items, processed food or crisps, 

please.  

It is helpful to staff if parents assist us by 

ensuring that only snacks as detailed above are 

sent. Water in ‘sports cap’ bottles, clearly named, 

should be sent to school. Children are allowed 

access to water bottles throughout the school 

day and will be required to bring them on school 

trips / fixtures. Bottles should be taken home 

regularly for cleaning and refilling.  

Yarm School has recently become part of Parent 

Zone’s Digital Schools Membership programme, 

recognising our commitment to keeping our 

pupils safer online and making sure we work with 

you to achieve this. 

Our Digital Schools membership gives you FREE 

access to Parent Zone’s Parent Lounge with: 

• Online training; 

• Expert advice and information on all 

things digital; 

• Access to a free help service for all of your tech 

questions. 

To get started, go to: https://parentzone.org.uk/parents/

discover-parent-lounge 

• Click on ENTER PARENT LOUNGE 

• Click on the pink ADD TO CART button 

• On the next page click CHECKOUT. You’ll be asked to 

enter your email address. 

On the next page you will need to enter the coupon code 

YarmSchool to ensure you have free access. Please click ADD 

COUPON once the code has been entered. The code gives 

you a 100% discount. 

I cannot recommend the Parent Zone service highly enough. 

In this day and age, when we are teaching the children how 

to be good online citizens and how to stay safe online, it is 

imperative that parents are in the loop too. Parent Zone 

offers this support. 

Snacks at break 

Internet Safety 
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Name: Manya 

Class: 6H 

Favourite subject: Geography 

Best thing about school: Painting in all 

of the art clubs 

Favourite cheese: Cheese strings!  

Most exciting thing to happen in my life so far: Going to 

Morocco and seeing a really good Indian singer live 

When I am older… I want to be a journalist or an engineer 

Writing or typing? Typing 

Ketchup or mayo? Mayo 

Sun or snow? Sun 

One wish: I would like to teleport so I can go anywhere 

without walking! 

Manya was nominated by a fellow peer mentor for being so 

kind and thoughtful when helping a Year 2 child, who had 

fallen over on the playground and was upset. Thank you 

Manya! 

 Values Endeavour 

3A All of Year 3 All of Year 3 

3D All of Year 3 All of Year 3 

4C Namitha N. Lucia C. 

4J Charlotte F. Charlie E. 

4P Claudia P. Daniel H. 

5L Ava H. Laurie E. 

5N Atsushi Y. Amirah A. 

5P Saatvik G. Amelie S. 

6B Paddy K. Max H-M. 

6G Jack M. Jude C. 

6H Kate H. Amelia L. 

Head Teacher Awards:  

Year 4: Daniel H. Year 5: Minu P-M., Ruby K., Sanju V. 

Year 6: Jude C., Noah V. (3), Sabeeh Q. (2), Patrick W., 

Ollie M., Harvey D., Niamh B. (3), Darcey A. (2), Gracie R

-H., Charlie Ba., Henry B., Jasman S. 

Please check the calendar on the school website for 

the full Spring Term calendar in the coming days. 

Coming up Celebration Assembly 

— DECEMBER —  

Mon 16 Christmas Holiday School (until Friday 20th 

December) 

— JANUARY —  

Mon 6  Spring term begins; pupils return 

School finishes at 3.15pm (Pre-Prep) and 3.30pm 

(Prep) 

Brunel house duty 

NO CLUBS AFTER SCHOOL THIS WEEK 

Tue 7 School finishes at 3.15pm (Pre-Prep) and 3.30pm 

(Prep) 

Wed 8 House General Knowledge Quiz 

Thu 9 Peer Mentor training (4-5pm) 

 Under 8 Netball v Durham High (away; 3pm start, 

4.45pm return) 

 YPSSC (Mrs Pawluk’s room; 4-5pm) 

 New Nursery Parents’ Information Evening 

(Nursery; 5pm) 

Fri 10 U11 Boys’ Hockey v RGS Newcastle (home; 

2.15pm start) 

 U11 Netball v Bow (away; 2pm start, 4.30pm 

return) 

Sat 11 Open Morning (9.30am-12noon) 

Mon 13 Year 3 swimming recommences 

 Stephenson House Duty 

 Clubs and activities to begin 

 Maths Information Afternoon (Prep Hall; 4pm) 

Tue 14 Primary Schools Singing Day (PAA; 9.30am-

2.30pm) 

Wed 15 School Council (Lab; 1pm) 

Fri 17 U10 Hockey v RGS Newcastle (away; 2.15pm 

start, 5pm return) 

 U10 Netball v Queen Mary’s (away; 2.15pm start, 

4.30pm return) 

Peer Mentor of the Week 

Head’s Challenge solution from last week: 4100  


