
Headmaster’s Welcome 

I was immensely proud of the School on Monday as we came together for our 
service of Remembrance.  The respect shown by the pupils and their 
engagement with the service was a credit to them all.  Those involved in 
readings, the choir, brass band and other musicians gave superb performances 
and the number of pupils involved on stage in some way was fantastic.  We 
were honoured to welcome the Deputy Lieutenant for the County of North 
Yorkshire, Mr Trevor Watson as our special guest.  The Lord Lieutenant is the 
Queen’s representative in the county and she is assisted by a number of 
Deputy Lieutenants.  In this way, Mr Watson was there to represent Her 
Majesty the Queen at our service of Remembrance.  He spoke very highly 
indeed of the pupils. 

Sporting success abounds as you will read within with impressive victories in hockey, netball and rugby (despite the wet weather 
interfering with some fixtures).  I thoroughly enjoyed watching a spirited comeback in a thrilling 5-4 victory for the U12B girls 
against GSAL last weekend.  I was delighted to hear the news from the North East Finals where our U18s beat all comers to 
become North East champions - well done!  They join the U14As in the North finals in due course: good luck girls.  Anti bullying 
week was launched with a thought provoking Lower School assembly and Tutors will be discussing the themes with all our 
pupils.  I hope every pupil will remain conscious of their responsibility to keep our community free from behaviour that makes 
anyone sad, isolated or unhappy.  We are very lucky to have such a positive and supportive atmosphere at school and the big 
difference that little things can make was one theme of the assembly.   

It was a pleasure to welcome our Chair of Governors to congratulate the Lower Sixth for their GCSEs this week as we met for a 
short assembly to formally present them their GCSE certificates.  Opportunities to celebrate effort and achievement in this way 
reinforce the common values and aspirations we have for the pupils and I was delighted that so many parents were able to join 
us.  Effort and achievement were on show at the Sixth Form Drama performances this week, too.  There were accomplished, bold 
and fluent performances on show in two short plays that tackled some challenging themes around relationships, hidden emotions 
and difficult life choices.  The performers' hard work really paid off and the audience were treated to some quality drama. 

Dr Huw Williams 
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Yarm School Mock General Election 

Brexit Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parul Sinha and Will Craggs 
 
Conservative Party 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alex Dunn 

Green Party 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ellen De La Motte Watson and Catherine Arrol 
 
Labour Party 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erin Gilhespie and Sol Kench 
 

Parties have now been formed and the candidates declared. The election will take place on 

Wednesday, 11th December. The candidates are as follows: 

Liberal Democrats 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jonathan Oakley 



NEWS 

CCF Remembrance 2019  

2019 marked the 80th anniversary of the start of World War II and the centenary of the first 
Remembrance Day in 1919.  Yarm School CCF attended the local Festival of Remembrance on 
Friday, 8th November in the Garden of Remembrance at Stockton Parish Church. The 
ceremony involves bringing together children from a wide range of different schools to 
commemorate Teesside soldiers killed in conflicts. Eleven members of the CCF took part and 
provided the uniformed contingent for what was a very poignant ceremony. Particular well 
done to Sgt Matthew Jones who delivered an excellent poem during the ceremony.  

 

Sunday, 10th November saw the CCF marching down the high street in Yarm as part of the 
town's annual Act of Remembrance. The turnout was smart and the drill crisp. For a number 
of our cadets it will be the last time they commemorate remembrance as part of our CCF and 
we thank them for their loyal dedication to the event.  

 

Well done to all involved: 'lest we forget.’  

Mr T Taylor 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR  
YSA CHRISTMAS INDOOR MARKET 
 
To ensure the YSA Christmas Indoor Market is that magical 
first step into Christmas for everyone who attends, we 
need as many volunteers as possible to help the day run 
smoothly. 
If you are able to lend us a hand on Saturday, 23rd 
November, please get in touch and let us know! 
Please email brh@yarmschool.org 

Last week's answer: A candle! 
Last week’s winners: 
Rachel Algate (Pre-Prep), Siya Puthuraya, Danny Scott, 
Kaavya Venkatesh, Sophia Jones, Tegan Addison (Fourth 
Year) and Nicola Andrews.  
Congratulations to you all!  
 
This week's riddle: What am I?  
Rating: Reminiscent 
You will always find me in the past. I can be created in the 
present, but the future can never taint me. What am I? 
 
Please send any answers in to 16SinhaP@yarmschool.org, 
remember to add your year group (or initials for teachers) 
and those with the quickest correct answers will get 
announced in the next issue. Good Luck!  

 Parul Sinha & Aishani Paul 

Riddle 
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Last Friday it felt as if we 
stopped the clocks, albeit 
briefly, to listen to the 
remarkable testimony of 
Tesfalem H. Yemane. This 
Politics Society guest, 
now completing research 
at the University of 
Leeds, and in so many 
ways unremarkable, 
shared a story that was 
the stuff of documentaries and news reels.  

Born in Eritrea where he completed his undergraduate 
studies, Tesfalem found that teaching and researching 
political science, even at a fairly elementary level, was liable 
to end in government investigation, arrest and 
imprisonment. The neurosis of the state allows for an 
almost non-existent level of self-reflection and analysis. 
Tesfalem became a refugee in neighbouring Sudan, living in 
an UNHCR camp for migrants. Driven by his ambition for a 
full and fulfilling life, undiminished by circumstance, he 
managed to secure a scholarship to study at a postgraduate 
level in Beijing, China. Many moons later and he now finds 
himself involved in a number of Yorkshire-based 
organisations assisting the plight of migrants and refugees.  

Besides this retelling of his own circumstances, Tesfalem is 
now researching the nature of migration globally, exploring 
the various push and pull factors involved. One of these 
particular to his work is the notion of ‘soft power’, that is 
the way in which the projected and promoted images of the 
UK abroad can contribute to an image of country that 
becomes embedded in the psyche of migrants. By way of 
illustration the Premier League of UK football works as a 
great source of not just commercial revenue, but in 
promoting an image of a diverse, inclusive and dynamic 
country. Tesfalem was enormously articulate and 
demonstrated such gentle intelligence as he wove together 
the fabric of his own most personal experiences with his 
scholarly research.  

Mr S Edwards 

Careers in Business... 

The Economics and Business Department were delighted to 
welcome back Former Pupil Marcus Taylor for another hugely 
popular Working Lunch. Marcus was my tutee and was taught 
by Mrs Ankers for Business A Level and we were both over the 
moon when he emailed us in the summer asking if he could 
come into school to talk to the current Sixth Form.  
 
To quote Marcus, "Having left Yarm seven years 
ago, my journey has taken a number of twists and turns, with 
massive highs (within both university and working life), but 
with a fair share of mistakes along the way too!" And the very 
large audience (we ran out of chairs and some resorted to 
sitting on the floor!), were really appreciative of how honest 
and candid Marcus was in describing his life and decisions post 
Yarm School. 
 
Marcus obtained his degree in Business Management at the 
University of York and has since spent the last three years 
working for Whitbread PLC (and he proudly discussed their 
flagship brand - Premier Inn). He currently works on 

One hundred years ago, on the eleventh hour of the eleventh 
day of the eleventh month of 1918, an armistice came into 
force which brought to an end four long years of bloody and 
exhausting warfare. The conflict was global in nature and far-
reaching in its impact. But why should we remember the 
tragic events of World War One, a brutal struggle between 
nations that happened so long ago?  

Certainly, there are many in our society who do not seem to 
value remembrance commemorations, including current 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn who, in 2016, suggested that he 
could not see “what there is to commemorate about the First 
World War”. Similarly, poet Philip Larkin famously described 
the act of remembrance as ‘solemn-sinister wreath-rubbish’. 
We would argue, however, that there are a number of very 
important reasons why we should continue to mark the end of 
the First World War. 

Whilst critics may suggest that the Remembrance service is 
obsolete because there are now no living veterans of the First 
World War - the last, Florence Green, died in 2012- some 
people may still have relatives who saw active service in 
WW1. It is important that their contributions are valued. 
Furthermore, the day that originally was designed to 
commemorate the end of the First World War has now 
morphed into much more than just that. It is now known to 
remember other conflicts including WW2, the Korean War, the 
Indochina Wars, the Greek Civil War, the Paraguayan Civil 
War and India’s Operation Polo.  

In his 2014 speech to mark the centenary of the First World 
War, David Cameron, the then Prime Minister, suggested that 
the soldiers ‘signed up to preserve the principles of freedom 
and sovereignty.’  He went on to argue that ‘we should never 
fail to cherish the peace between nations’ and that we should 
always make time to stop, pause and re-pledge our 
commitment to peace.  

Above all, we should continue to remind ourselves of what we 
are capable of doing to one another. 

Luke Porter and Arhana Pradeep 

Remembrance: Why Bother 

A Life Turned About: From 
Migrant to Academic of Migrant 
Studies 

the Transformation Team and is putting all he learnt about 
change management into practice as he seeks to identify the 
opportunities for improvement (new growth opportunities 
and cost saving activity) going forward, to provide a better 
experience for guests. 
 
Marcus's talk and subsequent Q & A session was fascinating 
and he patiently addressed everything from the content of 
his degree, apprenticeships with Whitbread, job 
applications, his future goals, Premier Inn's competition and 
Whitbread's portfolio. It was wonderful to catch up with 
Marcus, to show him the changes to Yarm since his 
departure and to hear that he has recently become engaged. 
We wish him every success for the future personally and 
professionally and hope to see him again soon. 
 

Miss C E Rhodes 



NEWS 

Careers in Medicine…  

We were delighted to once again 
welcome back former pupil 
Dr Bola Ajekigbe. Bola, who left 
Yarm School in 2009, studied 
Medicine at Imperial College and 
is now specialising in Orthopaedic 
Surgery. On his visit he willingly 
answered a plethora of questions 
from a large audience of Lower 
Sixth Form students, interspersed 
with Fifth Year pupils. Bola spoke 
candidly of the less than 
glamorous aspects of his career, and ensured the audience 
appreciated the realities of his profession. However, it was 
also inspiring to hear his genuine love of his vocation voiced 
so honestly. 
 
Thank you to Bola for giving up his very valuable down-time 
to come and inspire the next generation of medics, and we 
hope to see him once again next year. 

Miss C E Rhodes 

Diagnostic Career Testing  

at Yarm 

Last week saw the end of a week of diagnostic testing for 
careers for pupils in the Fifth Year. The Morrisby software 
uses hi-tech psychometric methods similar to those now 
used by recruiters within industry. The pupils completed 
almost two hours of short tests and responses in order to 
generate a detailed report on and evaluate their aptitudes, 
in terms of mechanical, spatial, verbal, numeral and 
abstract, as well as interpreting their interests and 
preferred work styles. This is all then converted into 
suggestions for appropriate subjects for post-16 study, as 
well as offering a diverse range of future professions to 
explore.  
 
This is just the first part of the process; pupils will now 
respond to the findings and all of this material will form 
the basis of a half hour long interview that they will have 
next week with a professional, external interviewer-
adviser. Parents of pupils in the current Fourth Year will be 
offered this package of advice, information and guidance in 
the autumn term of next academic year. 

Mr S Edwards 

Last week we hosted an exciting Career Cluster event in the 
diverse field of Computer Science. These events are 
designed to explore in detail a particular realm of 
education, training and employment through a Q&A format 
of parents and pupils quizzing industry experts. In an 
impressively crowded Friarage Theatre, our guest speakers 
involved several university staff who teach and work 
across the field, as well as guests with extremely diverse 
and varied professional profiles.  
 
Emerging from the discussions was certainly a notion that 
those very mathematically-inclined students had 
considerable options in the vital fields of coding, analytics 
and programming, but that the industry was immensely 
embracing of skills from across the disciplines; indeed two 
of our industry guests had degree backgrounds in Politics 
and History.  The evening was a valuable opportunity to get 
updated and learn from ‘insiders’ about the nature of this 
area of careers, the diversity of opportunities, the skill sets 
required, as well as working patterns and expectations.  
We are hoping to host a next Career Cluster event in 
January focusing on the emergence and growth of elite and 
degree level apprenticeships. 

Mr S Edwards 

Computer Science Career  

Cluster event 

On Tuesday, 5th November, pupils in 2.4 and a handful of 
Fourth Year students had the opportunity to participate in 
a Skype interview with the award-winning author Marcus 
Sedgwick, who is currently living in the French Alps. 
 
Sedgwick spoke fondly of his career, requiting the famous 
saying “Do what you love, and you’ll never have to work 
another day in your life”, and explained the advantages and 
disadvantages of an author’s lifestyle. The pupils were 
fascinated by his determination and skill, having written 41 
published novels that have been translated into many 
different languages. 
 
Sedgwick answered the pupils’ burning questions with 
enthusiasm and always elaborated creatively. The main 
focus of the conversation was the novel Revolver, which  
2.4 have been eagerly studying this half term. This novel 
tells a story of a young boy named Sig and explores how he 
copes with the loss of his father, Einar. Sig finds himself in a 
dilemma when a man shows up at the front door 
demanding lost gold and threatening to take Sig’s life. 

Q&A Session with Marcus  

Sedgwick 

 
Many intriguing questions were shared with the author 
including “What or whom inspired you to pursue your 
writing career?” and “Have you ever considered turning one 
of your novels into a film adaptation?” 
 
It was a fantastic experience for everyone and the event was 
greatly appreciated by all the pupils involved. 
 

Olivia Miller 



Girls’ U15A v St Peter’s School       Won 5-0 

The U15 team went to York on Wednesday where we played 
St. Peter’s. We played some fantastic hockey throughout the 
match, scoring our first goal early when Martha dribbled 
straight down the middle of the pitch, swerving in and out of 
players to the goal! Shortly after this Annabel tested their 
goalkeeper with a good high shot. 

Soon after we scored our second, by Olivia who received a 
square pass from Martha along the base line. The build-up 
play for this goal was excellent, having started with the ball 
on the left side of defence and working it over to the right 
attacking wing. 

Throughout the first half we pressured the opponents very 
well and forced them into mistakes whilst we were able to 
use the ball really effectively. We won a number of penalty 
corners in the first half but struggled to make them count 
towards our goal tally. 

The second half was equally great with Annabel scoring a 
goal in the first few minutes. Ruth, on our sideline, played to 
Emily who took a first time pass to Katherine on the front 
post. Katherine deflected the ball square to the back post 
where Annabel was eagerly waiting to tap in. 

Phoebe and Poppy did a great job at helping to get the ball 
into the D whilst Imy and Ruth held their ground at the back 
to prevent the opposition from having much chance to attack. 
Martha then scored another goal with a reverse hit for her 
hat-trick. The final result was a 5-0 win against good 
opposition. Thank you so much to Sue for driving and 
umpiring! 

Well done everyone! 

Ava Brule-Walker 

Goals: 

Fletcher, Wyatt(3), Cunningham  

SPORT 

Sport Scoreboard 
RUGBY 

U13B v  Durham School     Won 40-15 

1st XV v Durham School           Lost 0-44 

U16A v Durham School                      Drew 0-0 

U13A v Durham School             Won 15-20 

U13A v Austin Friars                  Won 15-10 

 

HOCKEY 

Girls’ U18B v Pocklington School                        Lost 1-2 

Girls’ U15A v St Peter’s School, York               Won  5-0 

Girls’ U14A v St Peter’s School, York                  Lost 1-2 

Girls’ U15A v Cundall Manor School        Lost 0-2 

Girls’ U14A North East Finals                               Won 

Girls’ U15A v The Grammar School, Leeds       Lost 1-2 

Girls’ U14A v The Grammar School, Leeds       Won 1-0 

Girls’ U14 Stokesley v Marton Furness              Won 4-0 

Girls’ U13Av The Grammar School, Leeds        Won 4-2 

Girls’ U13B v The Grammar School, Leeds       Draw 4-4 

Girls’ U12A v The Grammar School, Leeds       Lost 1-4 

Girls’ U12B v The Grammar School, Leeds       Won 5-4 

Girls 1st XI North East Finals                                Won  

Girls’ U16A (Indoor) v Hartlepool                       Won 8-4 

 

Netball 

Girls’ U16A v Sedbergh SNS National Cup        Won 51-19 

Girls’ U12B v Egglescliffe School                          Lost 4-11 

Girls’ U12C v Egglescliffe School                          Lost 1-2 

Netball 
U16A v Sedbergh, SNS National Cup  Won 51-19 

From the first whistle the girls dominated Sedbergh, taking 
a huge lead in the first quarter by 16 goals to 5. From then 
on Sedbergh had no answer to the strength of our girls and 
their lead increased at half time to 29-7. The whole squad 
played amazingly and worked so well together.  

Congratulations to all that played and we are now through 
to the third round of the SNS National Cup where we will 
face Newcastle High School for girls. 

U12B v Egglescliffe School      Lost 4-11 

This was a tough first match for the girls but they played 
really well. Their spacing and pacing improved over the 
course of the match and they scored four fantastic goals. 
Well played everyone.  

MVP(s): Pixie Port  

U12C v Egglescliffe School        Lost 1-2 

The girls played really well against Egglescliffe School. 
They only let them score 2 goals and that was only in the 
first 5 minutes. For the rest of the match the two teams 

Rugby 

U13A v Austin Friars     Won 15-10 

On Saturday, 9th of November Yarm U13 played against 
Austin Friars. The match started with three excellent tries 
from Yarm after lots of brilliant attacking play. Austin Friars 
got themselves back in it with a try which boosted their 
confidence, however Yarm were not deterred.  

We kept our aggressive play, utilising our stronger forward 
players to clear out the rucks whilst our faster backs made 
lots of breaks to nearly score again. In the last few minutes 
Austin Friars scored again, but the final score was 15-10 to 
Yarm! We played magnificently considering we had already 
played a tough Durham side. Everyone worked their socks off 
and were rewarded with a good victory. Well done boys ! 

Oscar Thomas (U13's Captain) 

Hockey 

were very evenly matched and no one scored any points. 
Well played girls, great first match.  

MVP(s): Sophie Ibrahim  



During October half-term, 70 pupils from Second and Third 
Years embarked on a 6 day tour to Holland to compete in 
boys’ and girls’ hockey and boys’ rugby. The group left School 
midday on Friday, 18th October to take part in what would be 
a non-stop adventure comprised of overnight ferries, fixtures, 
training sessions, a high ropes course, a visit to a theme park 
and bowling. 

After an overnight ferry from Newcastle to Amsterdam, it was 
time for the first fixtures of our tour. The boys’ rugby team 
faced Haarlem Rugby Club, whilst the girls’ hockey squad 
took on Heerhugowaard Hockey Club.  

The boys had quite the challenge against Haarlem as both the 
U13 and U14 opponents looked a lot bigger than the Yarm 
squad. For our Second Years, the opposition's physical 
advantage was a tough feat and despite Yarm playing the 
better game of rugby, Haarlem were able to break away on 
three occasions to score tries in the first half. However, 
following a rallying team talk from Mr Ivey, the boys stepped 
it up in the second half and eventually equalised through 
winger Will Ferguson. Ben Dempsey played brilliantly and 
punched well about his size and Timmy Foley, the stand out 
performer, did an excellent job at tackling and consistently 
carrying the ball through contact. However, Haarlem upped 
the ante in the closing stages to score two tries and secure the 
win. 

The Third Years faced a similar challenge but Yarm’s superior 
skills, teamwork and organisation meant this game went to 
the wire. The tackling and physicality of Yarm was a sight to 
behold; Man of the Match Matthew McCullagh looked 
particularly strong breaking through the lines on more than 
one occasion. Haarlem had a three point lead going into the 
closing minutes and they appeared to have the game wrapped 
up, however a break from captain Junior Newton led to him 
drawing the full back and skilfully sending Jacob Rutter under 
the post to bring home a win for Yarm.  

The girls were greeted by players, coaches and parents from 
Heerhugowaard Hockey Club who welcomed us into their 
club house for some refreshments prior to the matches. The 
U13s and mixed U13/14s played first while the U14s stayed 
in the club house and took the opportunity to get to know 
their U14 hosts.  

Junior Hockey & Rugby 

Tour to Holland 

The U13/14 team started their game well and scored in the 
first quarter. The opposition reacted quickly and started to 
make it much more difficult for Yarm to keep them at bay for 
the remainder of the match. The girls battled hard and 
worked for one another, making sure they minimised their 
attacks to keep the lead and finish the first day with a win.  

In quite the opposite way, the U13s found themselves starting 
on the back-foot having never come up against a press like it 
previously. Once the girls adjusted they started to move the 
ball at speed through defence which allowed them to find 
space. As their confidence grew, so did their attacking play 
and they started to demonstrate some lovely hockey. The 
game was on a knife edge with seconds to go before the final 
whistle when Elise found a through ball to Lexie who took the 
goal well, slotting it past the keeper and into the bottom right 
corner. Yarm won the match 8-7 – what a game! 

The U14s started the match with a little confidence, 
predicting a draw against their new friends. However soon 
into the first quarter, the girls were down 3-0 and feeling 
quite surprised. A team talk at quarter time got the girls fired 
up again and they came into the second quarter playing like 
their usual selves: reducing the opposition’s space in defence 
and opening up the pitch in attack. At half time we had 
levelled the playing field and were starting to gain control of 
the match. In the second half we pushed forward again and 
took the lead, but not before Jasmine decided to head the ball 
in from a short corner and had to sit the rest of the match out. 
The match finished with an 
impressive 6-4 win to Yarm. 

After a night of bowling and a 
morning spent adventuring 
across a high ropes course 
(similar to Go Ape), we 
travelled to Overgangsklasse 
to watch a top level men’s 
game which hopefully 
inspired some of our players 
about the possible levels they 
could reach in future. We then 
played the boys’ first hockey 
games and the girls’ second 
against Breda HC and 
Prisenbeek HC. 

The set up for Holland is 
second to none; each facility 
we travelled to boasted at 
least 6 pitches and a huge membership that allowed clubs to 
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put out up to 90 teams - we were expecting some real tough 
opposition. However, both the U13A, U13B and U14 boys 
won their games comfortably due to the impressive level 
these age groups are already reaching and the slight miss-
match of the opposition. In fact, the U14 boys won 11-0 with 
Nathan Muzawazi scoring 4 goals, Theo Grylls and Tom 
Graham looking sharp at the back and the outstanding player 
of the tour Charlie Thompson dominating the middle of the 
pitch and throwing 50 yard passes that pierced the 
opposition defence time and again. 

The U13s dominated at A & B level, scoring in excess of 10 
goals in each of the games they played. Oscar Shaw and 
Harry Jackson put together some exciting displays whilst 
Oscar Thomas, Marcus Walters and Finn Davie were a 
constant threat. 

In the girls’ games, the U13 and U14 teams won comfortably 
and were able to work effectively on their passing as well as 
their individual skills. The U13/14s played well but lost to a 
stronger, well drilled opposition - though they were umpired 
by the best dressed umpire we’d ever seen (think top hat)! 
Despite a loss, the girls tried some different positions and 
learnt to appreciate what they could do in their usual 
positions to work better together as a team.  

The U13 team were very keen to show their skills and having 
just watched a very good professional adult game, were 
eager to deliver an excellent game of hockey. The 
combination of the girls’ energy and skills were too much for 
the Dutch team they faced and Yarm won this match 
convincingly. It did give us a chance to try out new ideas and 
formations which in turn benefit us in our final match of the 
tour. The girls played with great sportsmanship throughout, 
which was also important. 

After a late return, we rose early the following morning to 
travel to the very famous and exciting Efteling Theme Park. 
This was to prove one of the highlights of the tour with some 
amazing rides for the pupils to enjoy (not to mention the 
staff) and much merchandise won, leaving many fewer seats 
on the coach on the way home! 

We then travelled to Schiedam HC for our last fixtures which 
were to prove an even more impressive venue than the 
previous, boasting nine water based pitches and an 
impressive club house. 

The Third Year boys had a much more competitive game but 
still ran out 5-0 winners, a mark of how quickly this team is 
developing. The U13B team were equally dominant with 
impressive displays from the likes of Henry Parker and 
Timmy Foley. 

The U13A game proved a much tighter affair and both teams 
looked equally matched. However, Yarm got off to a rapid 
start with player of the tour Will Ferguson finishing two 
Argentinian Backhands from the top of the circle. Max 
Mowbray and James McGee were equally clinical, but the 
opposition came back into the game time and again. In an end 
to end encounter, Yarm eventually came out with an 8-4 win. 

In the girls’ games both the U13s and U13/14s had well 
deserved wins. In the U13/14 game the girls had the 
opportunity to put into practice what they had learnt in the 
previous two games, with midfield supporting defence 
throughout and defence ensuring they had the D covered at 
all times. Up front some stunning goals were scored by Nicole 
Lambert and Rachel Richardson following super runs up both 
wings. It was in this match that Ava Cant really showed off 
how much she had progressed, putting in a solid performance 
in both defence and midfield, leading to her eventual award 
of most improved player for this team. 

The U13 team played some superb hockey, moving the ball 
quickly to Scarlett who utilised it well in on the right when 
the Dutch team pressed the play at the other side. Defensively 
Issy Speight was outstanding and was supported with calm, 
clinical defending from Cara and Harriet. Up front the Lexie 
and Elise ‘partnership’ caught a very experienced keeper off 
guard on many occasions, with Estelle and Kyra ensuring the 
ball was fed through at the right time to bring success. A 
great final win for this team. 

The U14s had a much more competitive match to finish their 
tour, with us taking the 2-1 win with stellar performances 
from Emma in the midfield who was beating players for fun 
at times, Rosie with her hard work and composure at the 
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back and Izzy and Jasmine for their super positional play 
both in attack and defence.  Not forgetting our penalty flick 
saver Phoebe who had an excellent tour both on and off the 
pitch, embracing everything the tour had to offer.  

Schiedam HC proved to be fantastic hosts and served us up 
an amazing tea before we travelled back to our 
accommodation for a very late finish to the day. 

After a 6.30am wake up the following morning (Izzie Speight 
was not amused), the group packed up their belongings and 
travelled back to Schiedam for some rugby and hockey 
coaching which the pupils had opted into. This was followed 
by an ‘all-you-can-eat’ Pancake Cruise in Rotterdam before 
we travelled to Zeebrugge to catch the overnight ferry back 
to Hull. An exhausted party returned back to school on the 
Wednesday lunchtime for a well-earned half term! 

All of the teachers commented on how amazing the pupils 
had been throughout the trip both in their conduct and their 
performances. Also a big thanks to all of the staff who went 
on the tour including Miss Gamble, Mrs Gratton, Miss 
Hodgson, Mr Ivey, Mr Alexander, Mr Shanahan, Mr Glen and 
Mr Ferguson. 


