
Headmaster’s Welcome 

Pupils and staff responded to the tragic news of the death of a 
pupil with incredible dignity, empathy and support.  I am so 
proud of our community and its response to the most difficult 
and unbearable of news.  Feelings of loss and grief were 
painful for many, but the examples of care and compassion 
shown for those most deeply affected was profound and 
moving.   The respect and admiration shown and shared for 
Katie was palpable and her strength in difficult times is 
inspirational to us as we remember her. 
 
Our biennial CCF inspection took place on Monday afternoon 
and the cadets represented the section and the school with 
distinction. Colonel Tearney, our inspecting officer, and his 
team expressed their admiration for the skills and enthusiasm 
on show as they inspected the cadets on parade and in a variety of activities running over the course of the 
afternoon.  Outdoor survival and cooking skills, paintballing, and a command task all showcased the skills and training of 
the cadets, many of whom had recently been honing these on courses run by the army.  My congratulations to all the 
cadets, and thanks to Mr Taylor, Mr Mist and all other staff involved in the inspection and helping with the CCF more 
generally; it is a fantastic opportunity for the pupils involved. 
 
The success described in the reports within is tremendous, and they are a testament to the dedication of our pupils and 
their coaches.  Fantastic team and individual performances abound in netball, rugby, rowing, chess and more and I hope 
you enjoy reading about these.  Congratulations to all involved, and the very best of luck to pupils who are advancing to 
regional competitions. 
 
I hope all pupils involved in trips over the half term have a wonderful time, and look forward to hearing more about their 
experiences.  I wish everyone, pupils, parents and staff, a restful and happy break. 

Dr Huw Williams 

Parent parking, pick up and drop off 
 

We would respectfully wish to remind all parents that, if they bring a vehicle onto the school site, they should use the spaces 

allocated for parent and visitor parking and not those designated for staff parking.  

Staff only areas include the row of parking spaces immediately along the front of the Friarage, from the Gazebo through to the 

Astroturf junction, as well as the parking in the area between the Estates building and 6th Form Centre. These are allocated staff 

spaces so any parent blocking those spaces, particularly in the morning, is causing inconvenience and preventing staff from 

getting into their place of work.  

Please also be mindful of where you pull in during pick up and drop off so that you do not cause an obstruction or present a 

danger to pedestrians. This has become a significant issue, particularly near the gazebo and therefore, after half term we will be 

managing that area to reduce risk. Routinely, access to the driveway immediately in front of the Gazebo and Friarage will not be 

available to parents in the morning or at the end of the school day, unless caretaking staff need to use this area to manage the 

number of vehicles on site. 

Thank you for your support and cooperation in helping to safeguard the welfare of all members of our school community. 

Mr D G Woodward 
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Remembering Katie Wiles  
 
We were deeply saddened to 
learn of Katie’s death last Sunday, 
13th October. Katie showed 
extraordinary bravery and 
optimism. She will remain an 
inspiration to staff and pupils 
alike. She will be terribly missed. 
 
The thoughts and prayers of our 
whole community are with 
Katie’s family and friends at this 
sad time.  
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Over the last month, the 

Community Action Group 

has been busy collecting, 

sorting and bagging the 

many articles of clothing 

donated by pupils across 

the school in aid of Zoe’s 

Place. Over half term, 

these will be collected by 

the charity and hopefully 

auctioned to raise funds 

for this extremely worthwhile cause.  We’d like to say a big 

thank you to the many pupils, staff and parents who brought 

in donations! 

The Community Action Group 

Reading against the drain:  

understandings of ‘dirt’ in  

West Africa 

It takes a fair mind and a whiff of intellectual curiosity to 
sign up to a lecture entitled ‘The cultural politics of ‘dirt’ in 
West Africa’. What emerged last Tuesday evening was a 
fascinating insight into a project of interdisciplinary 
scholarship and comparative historical perspectives. 
Professor Steph Newell of the Yale University English 
Department explored popular discourses about dirt in 
Nairobi and Lagos in the context of changing or attempted 
imposed ideas of taste, multiculturalism and the urban 
experience.  

Sixth Form historians at Newcastle University 
 

Prof Newell’s research involved close reading of archive 
records and film footage from the first half of the twentieth 
century, a time when British colonisers were seeking to 
understand, shape and control indigenous populations 
across the empire. Her research also involved interviews 
with over two hundred people, conducted in a range of 
African languages, to gather testimony in order to capture 
the ‘unrecorded voices of the audience’. The diaries were 
largely from British travellers and traders frequently 
described objects and scenes unknown as ‘filthy’ and 
‘hideous’, revealing more of an unfamiliarity of physique, 
clothes and food stuffs than any empirically measured lack 
of hygiene.  
 
An ironic twist in this tale was the fact that one such 
‘explorer-trader’ offering such disparaging comments of 
‘dirtiness’ was Hesketh Lever, purveyor of soap from the 
Port Sunlight in Liverpool, the same family firm that is now 
Unilever. And indeed soap would be presented as a signifier 
of not just health and hygiene, but also the key to wealth and 
civilisation. ‘Dirt’ was being used to suggest ‘no economic 
value in the eye of the beholder’ or ‘matter out of place’ as 
Mary Douglas would describe. The reactions being recorded 
were not physical or environmental but very much morally 
and politically charged, more indicative of the fallout of 
globalisation, failed cross cultural relationships and a 
reactionary discourse – it wasn’t much about cleanliness. 
 

Prof. Newell has thus sought to act as a corrective, to discover 
and illuminate the responses to such efforts. She showed 
footage used in mobile film units, designed to educate and 
civilise and monetise communities, and found in the records 
that the messages were very much mediated by the audience. 
Audiences it seems – and were numbered in their thousands – 
interrupted these sober films with spontaneous laughter, 
debate and discussion, and with loud adverse comments, 
much to the perplexity of the colonial officer-educators. Noisy 
parallel discussions meant that films were stopped. It was 
only later anthropological research of the likes of Peter 
Morton-Williams that revealed the complexity rather than the 
simplicity of the audiences’ responses. These revealed 
laughter prompted by poor editing techniques, improbable 
narratives in these public information films, poor acting, in 
other words an audience that was far from naï ve when it came 
to their reception of propagandistic film.  
 
In a moment when there exists a battle to ‘control the 
narrative’ of our own age, controlled and described by those 
with power, this lecture demonstrated that timeless ability of 
public opinion to have a life of its own, as well as the 
revelation that even ‘dirt’ is more than just a substance, and 
could too easily and mischievously be used to ‘other’ 
unknowns. 

Mr S Edwards  
 
The lecture unlocked a new means of viewing British colonialist 
attitudes toward society and people in West Africa by analysing 
their ideas of dirt and cleanliness and how these were imposed. 
Through the use of this idea, the out of touch nature of the 
colonialist mind set when looking at a society so different from 
that of Britain was explored, opening up wider questions in 
terms of the injustice of colonisation and the different ways we 
can unlock historical periods.  
 

Catherine Arrol – Upper Sixth student 
 
What intrigued me most was how we can use “dirt” as a way to 
not only interpret cleanliness but also how people live in terms 
of culture and how they view themselves. 
 

Akarsh Banerjee – Upper Sixth student 

Clothing Donations 
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Last Friday the Politics 
Society was delighted to 
welcome to school 
Dr Adriaan Van Klinken 
of the University of 
Leeds. Adriaan is by 
background and training 
an academic in the field 
of religion in African and 
African religions, but 
has brought this 
research into 

understanding better the intersection of religion and the 
rights of LGBT citizens within the diverse continent of 
Africa.   

 

Adriaan began by explaining the dynamic and often 
transcendent nature of religion across large parts of 
Africa -– his current research focuses on the situation in 
East Africa and specifically Kenya. In this territory religion 
is not privatised but very much public, and inextricably 
linked to politics. This has had the capacity to manifest 
itself in problematic fashion in terms of government 
supported religious preachers denouncing homosexuality, 
and politicians seeking to gain populist support by passing 
draconian laws against such communities. However there 
is a deeper historical context in many countries’ quest for 
their own post-colonial identity, despite the paradox of the 
majority of the homophobic laws being legacies of the 
British rule in Africa.  

 

The much pushed myth of homosexuality being ‘un-
African’ was turned on its head by Adriaan claiming ‘there 
is nothing African about homophobia’. In the struggle 
against such moral panics, as well as more high profile 
campaigning, it was interesting to hear of grassroots 
struggles, with many emergent LGBT groups pursuing and 
gradually achieving legal, social and political change. 
Added to that was the realisation that rights are being 
campaigned for not in an expectedly secular, religion-
denying fashion, but often quite the opposite. Many LGBT 
activists and campaigners are actively religious, with the 
symbolism and beliefs of their faith being incorporated 
into their campaigns for equality.  

 

Mr S Edwards 

 

Book Review: A Fistful of Shells: 

West Africa from the Rise of the 

Slave Trade to the Age of Revolu-

Writing my personal 
statement for my UCAS 
application led Mr Edwards to 
recommend a fascinating read 
in the form of A Fistful of Shells 
by Toby Green. Green depicts 
the history of West Africa but 
in a way in which turns many 
old assumptions on their 
heads. He challenges the tired 
Western view that Africa had 
no history before the arrival of 
the Europeans, and that they 
naively ceded power in the 
region by exchanging valuable 
goods for mere scraps. Instead 
he provides an in depth 
economic study, showing why 

the various currencies of iron bars, cloth, copper manillas and 
cowrie shells - were valued so highly by West Africans, and 
that cultural concepts of value complicate any attempt to 
construct a purely rational economic reasoning  with which to 
explain the growing inequality between Africa and Europe. 

 
A Fistful of Shells begins with six case studies of unequal capital 
accumulation from across West Africa with each showing the 
same process at work. European merchants imported large 
quantities of objects used as currencies, including manillas, 
cowrie shells and strips of cloth, and exchanged them for gold 
and slave labourers. At least 30bn cowrie shells, harvested 
from the small molluscs called “money cowries”, were brought 
to the Bight of Benin between 1500 and 1875. With each 
exchange West Africa grew that much poorer as a result. 
 
Green tracks the consequences of this mounting inequality in 
the West African political economy of the colonial era. 
Authoritarian states capable of keeping up with European 
demand for gold and enslaved people took power in the 
region, but were unable to control increasing disparity. As 
demand for gold in Europe fell, the slave trade became the 
focus of European interests. Societies where slavery had 
existed became slave societies; in places where the children of 
enslaved people had once been born free, slavery became a 
permanent status. 
 
Green doesn’t conjure a nostalgic vision of a “merrie Africa” 
before European contact. Rather, he shows that cultural and 
commercial ties connecting West Africa to the wider world 
existed and flourished long before the consolidation of a 
capitalist system dominated by Europe and its settler-colonies. 
What was lost in the spread of western capitalism was a more 
expansive and flexible idea of equality. What emerged from 
tens of thousands of transactions was a toxic industry that 
transformed world history, by enriching Europe and 
impoverishing west Africa. But Europeans interpreted West 
African poverty and enslavement on both sides of the Atlantic 
as evidence of European economic and cultural supremacy. A 
Fistful of Shells is a necessary contrast and challenge to these 
views in a world that arguably romanticizes the European rise 
to wealth and power.  

 
Overall Green brings to our attention the reality behind 
European expansion and the diminishment of African 
resources. He provides a contrasting outlook to the history 
of West Africa and sheds light to the early equitable 
economic exchanges between European states and West 
Africa that financed the meteoric development of Europe 
through the industrial revolution. A Fistful of Shells is a 
riveting read that broadens your knowledge of economic 
history and I would heartily recommend it.    

Akarsh Banerjee (Upper Sixth Politics student ) 

Researching LGBT in Africa 

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2014/feb/17/african-artists-benin-museum-thrives
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Former Pupil: Amelia Coburn 

Amelia Coburn, a former pupil of Yarm School who is 

currently studying Languages at Nottingham 

University , took up singing at an early age. She was a 

member of the long-established local choir The Clare 

Singers, and then the Stokesley-based young people’s 

theatre group Crash Bang Wallop with whom she 

performed in several stage shows.  Over the last few 

years she has been making a name for herself as a 

performer of acoustic arrangements of classic pop 

songs, accompanying herself on the ukulele; the 

combination of her distinctive voice and unusual choice 

of accompaniment makes her style very unique. We 

caught up with Amelia and asked her a few questions…  

What are your best memories of being at Yarm 

School? 

I have so many! Going on school trips to Iceland and 

Copenhagen and Spanish exchanges in Valencia are 

amongst my highlights. I also really enjoyed 

performing, such as at the opening of the Princess 

Alexandra Auditorium, or in the Sixth Form play ‘The 

Crucible.’ And of course, I still really miss the food at 

lunch! 

How did you first get involved in singing and 

performing? 

When I was younger, I was involved in local theatre 

companies such as ‘Crash Bang Wallop’, where I really 

caught the bug for performing on stage. I first started 

singing with my ukulele when I was 15 after I attended 

an 'open mic' night in Stokesley. 

Who were your teachers and main influences when 

you were beginning your performing career? 

Mr Booth, who has now retired, was my English 

teacher and has always been very supportive of my 

music. We once sang at the Oswald Music Festival 

together and he still comes to watch me at my gigs now. 

Also a shout-out to Mr Ravenhall for inspiring me with 

Russian folk tunes and encouraging me to study languages - 

thanks to him I have been able to play gigs in France and 

Belgium because I can speak French! 

What kind of music has influenced you in your choice of 

material? 

I grew up listening to music with my Dad, so a lot of the 

songs I cover have been taken from his record collection, 

from artists and bands such as Kate Bush, David Bowie, The 

Clash, The Specials and more. My original music is quite  

folk-inspired, so that was influenced more by Joni Mitchell, 

but also the ‘Tin Pan Alley’ songwriters such as Hoagy 

Carmichael.  

What led you to take up the ukulele rather than a more 

obvious instrument such as a guitar? 

At first, it was simply because the ukulele seemed a little 

smaller and easier to learn than a guitar. Later on, I realised 

it made my act more unique, because there were already a 

lot of singer-songwriters using a guitar, but not that many 

with a uke! 

What have been your favourite venues to perform at? 

That would have to be ‘Costa del Folk Festival’ in Ibiza, 

because it was an outdoor stage looking out onto the 

Mediterranean Sea. However, it was great fun supporting 

Steve Harley and Cockney Rebel at the PAA. It’s a great 

venue to perform in and it was quite funny coming back and 

having my old French classroom as a dressing room! 

How easy or difficult do you find composing your own 

original songs? 

When I started writing my first original material three years 

ago, I found it very difficult because I was quite self-critical. 

But I have received lots of great feedback on my 

compositions, and this gave me the confidence boost I 

needed. I now absolutely love writing and performing my 

own songs. 

As a performer, what are your next plans or projects?  

(and can you give us any exclusives?) 

I have a solo gig coming up on Saturday 14th December at 

Stockton Arc. As part of my studies at University, I have 

spent the last year in Russia, Mexico and France and that 

has inspired a lot of new music, so you can expect to hear 

some of that performed on the night! There will also be 

some special guests but that’s all I can say for the moment. 

Come and watch to find out more! 

Tickets for Amelia’s gig can be purchased from the 

Stockton Arc box office (01642 525199) or at 

www.ameliacoburn.co.uk. 

Interviewed by  Luke Porter and Arhana Pradeep 



Last time’s answer: A piano or keyboard. 

 

Alternate Answer: Florida (because of the Florida Keys), 
Mr Brettell (JGB). 

 

Last time’s winners: Nila Baskar, Yumna Ellidir, Kaavya 
Venkatesh, Danny Scott, Tegan Addison, Jess Coapes, Lynsey 
Craig (LJC), Rachel Algate (Pre-Prep), Jim Brettel (JGB), Paul 
Austin.  

 

Congratulations to you all! 

 

This week's riddle: No time! 

 

Rating: Tricky 

 

My life can be measured in hours, I serve by being devoured. 
Thin, I am quick. Fat, I am slow. Wind is my foe. What am I? 

 

Please send any answers in to 16SinhaP@yarmschool.org, 
remember to add your tutor group (or initials for teachers) 
and those with the quickest correct answers (in before this 
coming Monday) will get announced in the next issue. Good 
luck! 

By Parul Sinha & Aishani Paul 

Riddle 
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25TH YARM TEAM CHESS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
The Prep School hosted the 25th Yarm Team Chess 
Championships, organised by Mr Sean Marsh and 
Mr Johannes Grundmann, under the auspices of the CSC 
(Chess in Schools and Communities).   
 
Within this congress, there was a senior section, which was 
well attended by Yarm School pupils: Vignesh 
Janakiraman, Gautam Sathyamurthy, Oscar & Felix 
Buckley, Max Mowbray, Aishani Paul, Sophia Kusterer, 
Keya Shah, Avanish Batra, Ajay Selwin, Tenuk Mendis, 
Saisparsh Sidaginamale and Shehab Saad. The event also 
attracted players from other schools. Participants were 
allotted into teams with the names of former world chess 
champions: Alekhine, Capablanca, Lasker and Steinitz.   
 
The event comprised seven rounds, with ten or fifteen 
minutes each on the clock. The joint winners were Steinitz 
(Gautam, Ajay, Shehab and Sophia) and Lasker (Vignesh, 
Avanish and Aishani).  
 
The event was excellent, extremely competitive and had us 
all on tenterhooks; the final standings were in doubt right 
up to the final round. There was some fine, exciting and 
attacking chess played, with no quarter asked or indeed 
given. 
 

Mr Pointon 
 

NATIONAL JUNIOR TEAM CHALLENGE 
 
On Tuesday evening we entered two teams of four to 
compete in the first round of the National Junior Team 
Challenge: 
 
YARM A 
Yusuf Syed 
Ajay Selwin 
Oscar Thomas 
Max Mowbray 
 
 
YARM B 
Sai Sidaginamale 
Avanish Batra 
Tenuk Mendis 
Shehab Saad 
 
 
We were joined by RGS Newcastle to compete in this round 
robin event. We had a super evening of chess with all 
matches scoring 3-1! While Yarm B perhaps surprisingly 
overcame Yarm A, RGS won both their games.   
 
Everyone played enthusiastically and well, with Yusuf and Sai 
distinguishing themselves by winning their top-string 
matches against RGS, but it is they who progress to the 
national final. 
 

Mr Rye and Mr Pointon 
 

Chess 
The History Society 

The History Society was 
incredibly privileged this week 
as Cecily Deering (CO2 PPE) gave 
a presentation titled ‘My House 
through time’. This referred to a 
project that was launched to all 
History Society attendees at the 
end of last term, following a 
screening of Professor David 
Olusoga’s series A House 
Through Time, in which he 
documents the history of the 
occupants of one property over a 
200 year period. 

 

Cecily introduced us to the history of her home and that of 
her village, dating back to Norman times. Cecily also 
informed attendees about the history of nearby Richmond 
and its growth as a market town following the Norman 
conquest.  

 

Second Year pupils, Annabel Lacy (C2 JJA) and Lucy Bardgett 
(CO2 PPE) will provide us with our next instalment of ‘A 
House through time’ shortly after half-term. 

 

The History Society meets every Tuesday at 1pm. 

 

Mr A J Morrison 
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On Tuesday, Mrs Leary and a group of eight Eco reps from 
the Senior School went to join some of the Year 1 pupils in 
their morning’s beach clean at Redcar.  
 
After travelling to Redcar, we met the group, donned our 
litter pickers, gloves, bin bags and high vis jackets, and hit 
the beach. We discovered lots of plastic, like broken-down 
bits of polystyrene and plastic bottles, as well as general 
waste such as pizza boxes and rope. It was really eye-
opening as to how much plastic there was, but also how 
small it gets. After over an hour of litter picking it was back 
to the bus to dispose of all of the waste correctly before 
enjoying some well-deserved hot chocolate and biscuits. 
Many thanks to Tenuk Mendis  for providing the Year 1 
pupils with a fantastic quiz about plastic pollution! 
 
The trip was a great success and as well as being a fun day 
out, was also educational as to how much waste is out there 
and how it is directly affecting our environment. I am 
extremely grateful for all the help offered and hope everyone 
enjoyed the day as much as I did. I hope that by working 
alongside pupils from the Senior School that the Pre-Prep 
pupils feel a little more inspired to go on their own eco 
journey.  

James Waine 

Career Cluster Event: Computer 

Science 

On the Wednesday 6th November we will have another 
exciting career event at Yarm School. Held in the Princess 
Alexandra Auditorium between 18:00-19:30, the event will 
be dedicated to exploring and advising on the world of 
‘Computer Science’. Computer Science is a developing 
discipline at Yarm School, but is an enormous presence in the 
field of employment and careers, but it is not always entirely 
understood or appreciated. There are a diverse range of 
dynamic and rewarding careers available through this route. 

 

Yarm Apprentice…  

Redcar Beach Clean Reflections from the winning PM 

Task one’s winning PM Charlie  reflected upon his success 
and the Yarm Apprentice so far…  

"Having never watched the Apprentice on television, I thought 
that I would start off the Yarm Apprentice as the Project 
Manager for Team Helios! I have enjoyed the challenges 
presented and how to overcome them with help from the whole 
team.  

I would recommend this activity to anyone in the Lower Sixth 
(or the current Fifth Year for next year) as it is good fun!" 

 

All that glitters is not gold…? 

The Yarm Apprentices have been set their second task, 
this time by Gracie Rhodes-Hildreth (Lord Sugar Number 
2). Via a very impressive Google Slides presentation, the 
teams have been tasked with manning and stocking a stall 
at the School’s Christmas Indoor Market in November. 
Stalls must be family friendly, customer service must be 
superb, stock must be glittery and the whole stall needs to 
be Christmas themed – whilst keeping it in the £60 budget 
of course.   

Pranav and Izzy D have been appointed as Project Managers 
of Glacier and Team Helios respectively and all proceeds will 
go to the charities chosen by the teams, namely The Salvation 
Army and CLIC Sargant. 

Will Glacier slide to victory or will Team Helios melt the 
opposition? Come and see the teams in action at the YSA 
Christmas Indoor Market on Saturday 23rd November.  

Miss C E Rhodes 
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TOMBOLA DONATIONS NEEDED FOR YSA CHRISTMAS INDOOR MARKET 
 

This year the YSA will be running three tombola stalls - children, adults and a bottle (alcohol, shampoo, etc) tombola and 
we would welcome any donations!  If you are able to make a donation, please could you drop it off at the Senior School 

Office. Thank you! 

The event is open to all pupils from the Fourth Year to the 
Upper Sixth and it has been designed to deliver advice across 
this age range. It is very much hoped that all pupils in the 
Fourth Year currently interested, as well as all those in the 
Fifth Year looking to take Maths or Further Maths at A Level, 
will attend this event, along with current Lower and Upper 
Sixth Maths students. There will of course be other interested 
students beyond this field.  
 
Should you have questions about this event please do not 
hesitate to contact me at se@yarmschool.org. Additionally if 
you know of other friends or family members, be they at 
Yarm School or another school, they would be most welcome 
so please do pass on these details. Finally, in order to assist 
with planning I would be most grateful if you would return 
the reply slip previously posted out in the letter or email me 
with your intention to attend along with the number of those 
attending. 

 
Mr S Edwards  

Music Scholars’ Concert 

As this event was promoted as a Scholars’ Concert, the 

audience arrived last Thursday evening expecting to be 

entertained by some of the school’s finest musicians and 

they certainly weren’t disappointed! With performances 

given by pupils from First Year all the way to Upper Sixth, on 

instruments ranging from French Horn to Voice and 

everything in between, there really was something for 

everyone.  

The evening opened with Jamie Wiltshire’s passionate 

rendition of Brahms’ Rhapsody op.79 No.2. This was 

followed by a series of performances of both classical and 

modern music. These included Fergal Deane, who sang 

Happier by Ed Sheeran, Chloe Porter’s performance of The 

Reef on piano, and Ava Brule-Walker’s spirited imagining of 

E le gie by Henri Vieuxtemps on viola. 

The second half was both opened and closed by ensemble 

pieces- this time of Hancock’s Cantaloupe Island and 

Harding’s Valerie. Individual performances in this half 

included Jennifer Chan’s intense performance of Concerto in 

A minor by Antonio Vivaldi, as well as Rachel McMurray’s 

vocal rendition of Wishing You Were Somehow Here Again 

by Andrew Lloyd-Webber. 

Throughout the evening, the dedication and hard work of 

the music scholars of all ages shone through, and the 

supportive audience left the Recital Room eagerly 

anticipating the next concert. 

 

Luke Porter and Arhana Pradeep 

mailto:se@yarmschool.org


The County National Schools’ Tournament was held at Dyke 

House School on Saturday in 3 rounds. 

Our U14 team played first in the morning and after a good 

warm up the girls were well prepared for their first game 

against High Tunstall. The tournament was run with two 6 

minute halves so it was important to make a good start. The 

girls did exactly that and in style, beating High Tunstall 5-4, 

Barnard Castle 15-1, Carmel 9-1 and English Martyrs School  

7-5. With the top two teams qualifying, we knew our place 

was secure as we only had Red House to play but we wanted 

to play for the win. We started off strong but soon Red House 

took the lead and we finished second in the tournament. The 

girls played so well and should be very proud that they have 

qualified for the North East Finals in January. 

 

The U16 girls dominated every match, reaching double 

figures. It was an impressive performance from the whole 

squad with a tight and well-disciplined defence and a strong 

mid court and attack. All of the schools struggled to score 

against us as we turned over the ball time and time again and 

converted this to our advantage. We played Red House in our 

last match to win the tournament and the girls came through 

in style winning 11-6 and becoming County Champions. They 

will represent South Durham and Cleveland in the North East 

Regional Finals in January. Congratulations to all who played. 

 

The U19’s match started at 2pm and with only three teams 

entered in the tournament it was important to start well. We 

faced Carmel School first and we knew this would be a tough 

match as they had some very talented players. The girls dug 

SPORT 
deep and played well as a squad, turning over the ball and 

keeping possession. With seconds to go we scored our final 

goal for an 8-8 draw. In our last match against Barnard Castle 

we started nervously but the girls soon settled into the game 

and came through victorious. We were joint winners of the 

tournament with Carmel School however with a one goal 

difference Carmel took the trophy. The girls should be proud 

of their performance and they will also represent South 

Durham and Cleveland in the Regional finals in January. 

Saturday really showed how good our girls are at netball in 

our region, as this is the first time Yarm has qualified with 

three teams through to the Regional Finals. Congratulations to 

all who played and many thanks to all supporters who 

attended and drove. The Finals will be held at the Beacon Of 

Light in Sunderland on Saturday 25th January and Sunday 

26th January. 

U13B v Barnard Castle School    Won 40-10 

Yarm U13B team travelled to Barnard Castle School last week. 

The team did not have time for a warm up so we warmed up 

whilst playing. Yarm started strongly and got a penalty which 

was taken quickly by Jack; he went straight for a try and 

succeeded. Yarm scored two tries before half-time. 

Substitutes came on for the start of the second half and the 

fresh legs helped Yarm score three tries, but then one of the 

opposition’s wingers got a really good run down the left and 

made it 25-5. After that Yarm scored three tries from Henry 

W, Henry P and Finn which including a very good run by Will.  

Hamish Roy 

 

U12A v Barnard Castle School    Won 45-35 

After a fairly short journey to Barnard Castle on Thursday 

10th October, we quickly got changed and headed out to the 

pitch. It was quite cold outside and it was also very wet and 

windy. We only had a very short time to warm up before kick-

off. Our start was quite mediocre, with the score at the end of 

the first half being 25-15 to Barnard Castle, all three of our 

tries came from some excellent running by Jake. 

In the second half, we livened up considerably, implementing 

many of our training tactics. Tries came from Jake, Will, Nick, 

Josh, Cameron and James. The exciting match came to an end; 

the score was 45-35 to us after a spectacular comeback! 

Finley Cook 

 

U14A v Newcastle School for Boys   Won 45-35 

Yarm welcomed NSB to Green Lane on Saturday 12th October. 

The first half was a physical encounter with strong runners 

from both sides trying to set the tempo of the game. I an error

-strewn first half, tries came down to individuals rather than 

the team game. This was a complete contrast to the second 

half, where a number of tries were scored by the whole team 

involvement. 

Some fantastic tries throughout the game. It has been a great 

couple of weeks for this team playing both Wednesday and 

Saturday two weeks in a row. We now have a nice relaxing 

week of training before many depart for Holland. 

RUGBY 
U13A v High Tunstall    Won 10-0 
U13A v English Martyrs School   Lost 0-5 
U13A v Ian Ramsey                    Drew 5-5 
U13B v Barnard Castle School   Won 40-10  
U12A v Barnard Castle School   Won 45-35 
U12B v Barnard Castle School  Won 30-20 
U14A v Newcastle School for Boys  Won 50-0 
U13A  v Newcastle School for Boys  Won 30-15 
U12A v Newcastle School for Boys  Won 45-15 
 
HOCKEY 
Boys’ U14A v QEGS, Wakefield                      Lost 3-4 
Boys’ U14B v QEGS, Wakefield          Lost  3-4 
Boys’  U16A v QEGS, Wakefield         Won 9-1 
Boys’ U18 v QEGS, Wakefield                         Drew 5-5 
 
TENNIS  
Girls’ U15A v RGS, Newcastle                         Lost 2-10 
Girls’ U13A v RGS, Newcastle                         Won 10-2 
Boys’ U13A v RGS, Newcastle                         Won 7-6 

Sport Scoreboard 

Netball 

Rugby 
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U12A v Newcastle School for Boys  Won 45-15 

On Saturday the 12th of October, the U12A team played 

extremely well against Newcastle School for Boys and had 

another win! From the whistle, both teams got stuck in and 

showed real skill and determination. A pass from one of the 

Yarm boys to Tom sent him on his way to score the first try of 

the game. The team celebrated the early lead to the match 

before starting the next play. NSB conceded another try, this 

time scored by Jake with his electric pace. The next try was 

from NSB but Yarm were still in the lead. Another was scored 

by Yarm and one more by NSB. The first half concluded with 

Fin getting the ball over the try line and Yarm in the lead with 

20-10. 

 

The second half started with Cameron getting another try for 

the team. With an amazing play from Yarm, they passed the 

ball across the pitch for Alex to score another 5 points. 

Another 3 tries were scored by Yarm, carried by Tom, Will and 

Harry. The last score was by NSB just a few seconds before the 

whistle blew. Overall, Yarm won 45-15 and we had the best 

performance of the season... so far! 

Josh Davison 



SPORT 

Rowing 

There were two rowing events held on the Tees last 

Saturday: Long Distance Skulls and Small Boats Head. Yarm 

School Boat Club were well represented in both events . 

LONG DISTANCE SCULLS 

The Long Distance Sculling event is part of the Northern 

Rowing Long Distance Sculling Series which is run over six 

weeks at various locations from Berwick to the Tees. Tees 

Long Distance Skulls is a 5,000m race from the Pipe Bridge 

to the Millennium Footbridge, and with up to 200 entries 

allowed, the competition is always fierce. Our boys’ J16 4X- 

were our top performers in this event. Although Charlie 

Bottomley, Joe Barron, Angus White and Finlay Gilraine 

hadn’t sculled much together, they still finished 14th overall 

(out of 166 crews) and 3rd in their category, meaning they 

were our fastest crew in this category. 

The girls’ J17 4x- of Lily Brown, AJ Dorset, Anastasia Legge 

and Anna Crawford won their event, only being beaten by a 

WJ18 4x- from York City. This was a tremendous 

achievement in their first head race of the season. YSBC had 

more wins in the open mens’ single sculls with old boys 

Andy Brown and Alex Shaw winning the Open Band 2 and 

Open Band 3 events respectively.  Jo Lewis, an honorary 

member of the Boat Club, took the honours in the Women’s 

Masters BCD category. 

It is also always good to see a tussle between crews on times.  

Jack Norton, who finished third in the J17 1x, pipped the 

WJ16 4x- by 0.3 seconds who finished second in their 

category. 

Overall we were well represented, with the boys’ J15 4x+, the 

girls’ J18 4x-, the girls’ J15 4x+ and the boys’ J14 4x+ in 

particular all putting on great performances. Additionally, the 

Junior 14 boys 4x+ won their category in impressive style. 

SMALL BOATS HEAD 

In the afternoon Tees RC ran the Small Boats Head, again over 

the same 5Km course. This is a great opportunity for crews to 

have a second race and makes the journey to Tees 

worthwhile for the clubs travelling from quite far afield, like 

Berwick, Keswick, Talkin Tarn, Leeds, and Hollingworth Lake. 

The performance of the day came from the boys’ J17 4x- who 

finished an amazing sixth overall and were the fastest junior 

crew of the day. Ollie Tompkins steered a super course and 

was ably backed up by Charlie Bottomley and Finlay Gilraine, 

with Jack Norton leading from the stroke seat. Once again, the 

girls’ J174x- racing as J18 were our second fastest crew, this 

time finishing third in their category. Although they took first 

place in the morning, third was still an outstanding 

achievement as by the end of the event they had sculled 

20km… not bad for a Saturday! The girls’ J15 4x+ of Harriet 

White, Cordelia Deering, Siya Puthuraya, Emily Dunn and 

Annabel Cunningham won their category in impressive style. 

The club were again well represented in all events and put up 

really gutsy performances. Club coach Mrs Lund joined with 

Jo Lewis to row a double scull, but as they had no opposition 

at masters level they were up against 18 -25 year olds. 

Nevertheless they finished 4th in their category with Durham 

University trialists winning the event. 
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Last Sunday, five hardy pupils from First and Second Year 
braved the wind and rain for a day of mountain biking at 
Sutton Bank. Aimed at younger pupils, this day was all about 
teaching pupils how to ride off road (a first for some!) as well 
as completing one of the official off road routes from the 
visitor centre. 

After picking up our hire bikes, and a quick safety briefing 
from staff, we embarked on the green route and our first 
taste of single-track rides. After blasting through the trees, 
and being surprised by a couple of uphills(!) we made our 
way back out onto the road. From there, we journeyed 
across the fields at the top of the bank. Knocking off the blue 
route, we made our way onto the red route and descended 
on nice fast fire road before road climb up to High Paradise 
Farm (where we meet the farm's wildlife). From this furthest 
point, we made our way back across the bank, returning onto 
the Cleveland Way and our final part of undulating 
singletrack back to the visitor centre. 
 
As a post ride treat, we sampled the hot chocolate and cake 
from the cafe whilst we warmed our toes. Thanks to Mr 
Yates and Mr Reeve for accompanying the ride, and to the 
pupils for their resilience in not ideal, but true Yorkshire, 
weather. 

Mr A Mathers 

Outdoor Education 

Keeping children safe on TikTok 

You may have heard of Musical.ly, TikTok is the new name for 
the expanded version of the app, which enables users to 
upload, watch and create short videos of between three and 
60 seconds. 
 
How TikTok works: 
 
-    People aged 13 and over can download the app which has a 
12+ rating in app stores - though, as, with other age-restricted 
platforms, parents need to ensure their children are the 
appropriate age to use TikTok. 
 
-    After downloading the TikTok app, users can start creating 
their own videos or watch content created by other users. 
 
-    The content runs across all kinds of subject matter - pets, 
arts, comedy, sports, food, travel, music, and games. 
 
-    Users can also participate in hashtag challenges by clicking 
the ‘Discover’ button, with new challenges added every week 
 
-    Users can easily share videos on other social media 
platforms, such as Instagram or Facebook, and users can build 
up followings and reputations. 
 
Staying safe: 
 
-    There are some practical considerations to bear in mind 
when discussing TikTok with your child: 
 
-    Make sure your child is old enough to use the app. 
 

-    If your child has their account set to ‘public’, be sure they 

understand what this really means. The ‘private’ setting, 

allowing your child to share their content only with approved 

followers, may be the safer option. Be sure to discuss with 

your child whom they allow to follow them. If they’re 

accepting requests from people they don’t know, this could 

expose them to risk. You can make your profile private by 

clicking on the profile tab in the app, then go to the three-dot 

menu in the top-right corner, click on 'Privacy and Safety', 

then toggle 'Private account'. 




