
Headmaster’s Welcome 

This week's newsletter captures the breadth of activities and opportunities available to the pupils from the Yarm 
Apprentice to the Yarm Baccalaureate with much in between.  Our sports teams had a triumphant weekend but as 
Mrs Gratton explained in assembly, winning is never everything, and the opportunity to build as a team is there, both in 
victory or defeat; it is clear that our pupils play with enthusiasm, respect and fun. 
 
Following conversations with some of our neighbours, please could I remind parents to exit the Senior School site with 
care and consideration for pedestrians on The Spital.  Thank you. 
 
I am pleased to inform you that the School is once again looking forward to exhibiting at tomorrow's Stokesley Show. 
Please feel free to pop into our stand and say hello if you are planning to come along - just look out for Stand No 42.  I 
hope to see some of you there and that the weather remains kind for what promises to be a very exciting day. 

 

Dr Huw Williams  
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Pitch Perfect 

It has been a busy week for this year’s Yarm Apprentices. 
As well as tackling their first challenge and putting their 
creativity to the test by developing their mocktail ideas, 
they have also undergone professional pitch training. 
 
On Tuesday, Mr Andrew Richardson (People Specialist) 
from Darlington Building Society visited our aspiring 
entrepreneurs to deliver a training session about 
presenting a powerful pitch. He talked them through his 
own five point pitching plan, placing particular emphasis 
on the importance of preparation, effective resources and 
audience management. 
 
During the Q&A at the end of the session, Mr Richardson 
was keen to highlight that the techniques he had discussed 
were not only relevant for Yarm Apprentice, but also both 
academic and employment based presentations too.  

In just a few weeks time, Teams Helios and Magento will 
face the Board Room as they present their mocktail 
proposals to our panel of judges. Equipped with these 
pitch perfect tips, both teams are sure to deliver 
something compelling.  
 
We are very grateful to Mr Richardson for taking time out 
from his busy schedule to enlighten and assist our 
students. 

Miss C E Rhodes 

On Monday evening starting 
at 5:00pm, we are hosting a 
rather special event.  
 
Between 23rd February and 
1st March 2019, Dr Enoch 
Akowuah led a heart 
surgery team from the 
James Cook University Hospital in Middlesbrough, UK, on 
a mission to Kumasi, Ghana, to perform adult heart 
surgery and to place pacemakers. 
 
Members of the team from both the UK and Ghana will be 
giving a presentation on their work and taking questions. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to learn more about global 
partnerships, collaborative medical care and team 
building.  
 
For those wishing to learn more about the project and the 
team, follow the links below to view the video blogs as 
well as following the link to see how we all might be able 
to support this initiative.  
https://www.ctsnet.org/article/daily-video-blog-medical-
mission-ghana-february-23-march-1-2019 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
heartsurgerymissiontoghana 
Friarage Theatre at 5:00pm.  
All pupils, parents and friends of the school are most 
welcome. 

Mr S Edwards 

This Monday: Medical teams 

from the UK and Ghana discuss 

their collaborative work 

'The session helped me to understand the key 
elements of a good pitch, and I feel like the 
knowledge gained will benefit me greatly for 
future presentations.' Sanjana Manvikar  

https://www.ctsnet.org/article/daily-video-blog-medical-mission-ghana-february-23-march-1-2019
https://www.ctsnet.org/article/daily-video-blog-medical-mission-ghana-february-23-march-1-2019
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/heartsurgerymissiontoghana
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/heartsurgerymissiontoghana


NEWS 

Over the summer I read Chavs, a book that explores the middle class prejudice directed 
towards the working class. Owen Jones, a writer and newspaper columnist, explains that 
the class system is in essence an invisible prison in which the ‘lower classes’ cannot escape. 

 

Jones doesn’t shy away from the discrimination that the working class faces from the 
middle classes. He also adds that this ‘demonisation’ comes from his peers and probably 
from many of us. Comments such as this make it quite an uncomfortable read as it 
challenges the reader to think about their own perception of the working class.   

 

Jones has a rather critical view on the Conservatives, especially Margaret Thatcher the 
Conservative Prime Minister from 1979 -1990. Jones states that her restrictions on trade 
unions caused a lot of problems for the working class. Through Thatcher’s reductions of 
workers’ rights and the ability to join a union, Jones comments that ‘the power of the 
working-class people has been driven out of the workplace, the media, the political 
establishment, and from society as a whole.’ 

 

Throughout the book Jones talks about the advantages middle class people have and that 
these advantages are built into the society from top to bottom. An interesting example 
discussed is the case of the missing toddler Madeleine McCann. Jones comments that the 
McCanns had advantages when looking for their daughter as they were middle class 

doctors and initially seen as worthy of positive attention, sympathy and assistance. The same was not the case when Shannon 
Matthews was missing. Shannon Matthews’ family were working class and the media and the country immediately blamed the 
mother for the situation as well as diminishing her character.  

 

Jones used this comparison to highlight how the media and other structures in society support the middle class and their 
views, but always try to find fault with the working class. Jones states that the media didn’t allow ‘pesky facts’ to get in the way 
of their wild claims. For instance, they overlooked the fact that the boyfriend of Karen Matthews, Shannon Matthews’ mother, 
did have a job and they were more interested in painting a negative picture of working class families.  

 

Although Jones does acknowledge that the Matthews case was complicated, even at the initial stages, the media characterised 
Karen Matthews as ‘everything wrong with the working class’. Jones states that through these two examples, the media 
exploitation was based on class rather than facts from the case. The media exploited people from the same background 
‘hopelessly out of touch with ordinary life’ and made as much of this as possible to sell newspapers.  

 

In conclusion, Jones paints a somewhat dismal and challenging picture of British society with the media and politicians 
claiming that the working class were lazy, ignorant and dangerous. Overall I would recommend this thought provoking book. 

 

Stella Dooris (Upper Sixth Politics student) 

Book Review 
Chavs: The Demonization of the Working Class by Owen Jones 

Last time’s answer: When you’re looking at a clock! 
 
Last time’s winners: Tegan Addison, Danny Scott, Yumna 
Ellidir and Callum Sanderson.  Congratulations to you all! 
 
This week's riddle: What is it? 
 
Rating: Wordy 
 
You eat this after lunch, it’s sweet and tastes really good 
but backwards it will make you stressed. What is it? 
 
Please send any answers in to 16SinhaP@yarmschool.org, 
remember to add your tutor group (or initials for 
teachers) and those with the quickest correct answers (in 
before this coming Monday) will be announced in the next 
issue. Good Luck! 

By Parul Sinha & Aishani Paul 

Riddle 

Clothing Donations 

This half term the newly formed Community Action group are 
hoping to support the local charity, Zoe’s Place, and will 
therefore be collecting unwanted clothing and bags to raise 
funds for this wonderful cause. Based in Middlesbrough, the 
charity provides palliative, respite and end of life care to 
babies and infants aged from birth to 5 years who are 
suffering from life-limiting or life-threatening conditions.  
 
We would be very grateful if pupils could bring high-end, good 
quality clothes to E3 before school or at morning break 
between Monday 22nd September and Friday 4th October. Bags 
are available; there will be a prize for the tutor group who 
bring in the greatest number of bags! 
 
Anyone wishing to be involved in our group, or this project, 
should see Ms Blakemore or email HB@yarmschool.org. 
Thank you in advance for your generosity. 
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Rugby Photos 



NEWS 

Feminist Discussion Group 

Last Tuesday a group of interested Sixth Form students met 
to form a discussion group around the topic of gender and 
feminism. We agreed to re-establish the name of Agender 
and committed to weekly meetings to explore different 
areas of interest.  

 

As an opening topic, the group focused on the word 
‘feminism’ and the reasoning behind some of the negative 
connotations that it now carries for some people. The lively 
and wide-ranging discussion that followed touched upon 
areas such as intersectionality, the changing of attitudes 
towards feminism from first to third-wave, and gender pay. 
We decided upon gender pay as a point of focus for the 
second meeting the following week.  

 

Those that attend come from a broad range of positions on 
the issues, each with varying degrees of prior knowledge. 
We therefore encourage anyone interested to come along to 
P3 at 1pm on Tuesday lunchtimes.  

 

Next week we will discuss the impact of transgenderism on 
the feminist movement.  

 

Catherine Arrol (Upper Sixth student) 

The Economics and Business 
Department were delighted to 
welcome back two of their Former 
Pupils, Ben Dickinson and Taran 
Sidhu, for the first formal Working 
Lunch of CER's 2019/20 Programme.  
 
Open to all members of the Sixth 
Form, these Working Lunches allow 
students to learn from their 
predecessors about life post Yarm 
School, whether they’ve been to 
University, entered apprenticeships, 
or been employed within the area of 
Finance, Accounting, Management 
and Economics (FAME). Typically, 
our returning students will give a 
talk before opening the floor to 
questions. 
 
Both Ben and Taran are currently 
studying Accounting and Finance at 
Newcastle University. Having 
attended numerous Working 
Lunches whilst attending Yarm Sixth 
Form, the pair were eager to give something back and offered 
to come in and share their own valuable insights into the 
financial world.  
 
It was evident that they are both relishing the challenges of 
their course, and terrific to hear that their A-Levels had given 
them an excellent foundation from which to build upon. They 
spoke candidly about the differences between school and 
University, as well as the benefits of their degree subject and 
University. They also took the time to answer a plethora of 
questions from the enthusiastic audience. 
 
It was lovely to see them again and to hear them share their 
thoughts. We look forward to following their future careers and 
wish them every success this academic year. 
 

Miss C E Rhodes 

Money, Money, Money 

Bistro 
Parents are welcome to come and enjoy the bistro 
between the hours of 8am-10.30am and 3pm-5pm.  
Take advantage of our special offer: regular coffees to 
take away between 8am and 9am are only £1.50! 
Monday to Friday. 

YBACC Success 

It is a pleasure to announce that 
Evie Severn (CO2 PPE) has 
recently completed her YBACC 
community service distinction 
award.  

 

Over the summer, Evie helped to 
organise a charity strawberry 
afternoon tea, making cakes, 
menus, table numbers, posters and helping out as a waitress. 
She is also currently carrying out research for her 
independent learning project. This is based on the life of 
ballet dancer Misty Copeland and will include a written 
article and a canvas oil painting. Her final piece will be 
presented early in our next summer term.  

 

The YBACC scheme will be launched to the First Years 
shortly. In the meantime, please contact Mr Morrison should 
you have any questions about the programme.  

 

Mr A J Morrison  

Tell me, please, 'cause I have to 

know  

The Economics and Business 
department were thrilled to see 
Former Pupil Naman Garg (class of 
2017) back in school this week. 
Naman, who is currently studying 
Economics and Management at 
Oxford, came in to assist with 
Economics and Management 
University preparation which 
included conducting a number of 
mock interviews. We are extremely 
grateful for his time, especially as he 
is returning next week for some more interviews and a plenary 
session! 

Miss C E Rhodes 
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Girls’ Hockey 

U14A v Ripon Grammar School  Won : 4-0 
On Thursday 12th the U14 girls’ team travelled to Ripon 
Grammar School to play our first 11-a-side friendly hockey 
match. 
Yarm started the game positively, attacking the opposition but 
we did not manage to take advantage of our opportunities. 
We scored our first goal ten minutes into the game from a 
penalty corner; a clean strike from Kayla was diverted by 
Jasmine’s stick into the goal. Soon after, we got another goal from 
a short corner. India gave a great injection to Kayla with Jasmine 
deflecting another hit, to get her second goal.  
In the second half, our good play continued with Kayla scoring a 
great goal from the top of the D. The whole team continued to 
work hard and Emma got our fourth goal with a powerful hit.  
It was definitely a promising start to the season but we still have 
much to work on over the coming weeks. Congratulations to 
Emma who got Player of the match. Also, thank you to Sue for 
driving and umpiring. Well done girls! 

By Miriam Akowuah 
 
 

U15A v Silcoates School   Won : 5-1 
We were looking to make a positive start to our 3rd game of the 
season against Silcoates after a good win in the first game and a 
disappointing result against Ripon. We knew we had to improve 
as both a team and as individuals to carry some positive 
momentum into the county tournament. 
Yarm had a lot of possession in the opening stages of the game, 
but could not make this count as we struggled to gain positive 
outcomes in the D. After 10 minutes we deservedly went in front 
with a deflection from Annabel following good attacking play 
down the right by Martha. 
A weakness in our game against Ripon was our lack of accuracy 
in changing the point of attack from one side of the pitch to the 
other. There was no evidence of this today, Imy and Ava 
confidently and purposefully moved the ball between each other 
across the defence, waiting for their opportunity to send the ball 
forward. 
We applied pressure throughout the game and it prevented the 
opposition from getting the ball into their attacking half. This 
pressure finally convert into a goal from Annabel, a brave finish 
on the volley in front of the goalkeeper. 
In the second half, we continued to work well as a team, 
dominating possession throughout. Our eagerness to attack left 
us open at the back occasionally and this gave the opposition the 
chance to score. More effective communication between players 
would have prevented us from being overloaded. 
Martha, Belle and Olivia each scored a goal in the second half. All 
these goals came from brilliant team play. Silcoates struggled to 
cope with the work rate of Emily and Phoebe, who regularly stole 
the ball, got their heads up and played effective passes to their 
teammates around them. 
Overall the girls played very well, our hockey was consistent 
throughout. The final score was 5-1. Our captain Belle, and 
Phoebe were jointly awarded player of the match by the 
opposition - well done girls.  

Olivia Fletcher 

 
U13B v Silcoates School  Won : 5-0 
The U13B team could not have started the game more positively, 
scoring their first goal in the very first minute from the starting 
centre pass. Some good connecting play from Nicole Lambert 
throughout helped Millie Caswell and Eleanor Lamb maintain the 
ball in a good position to shoot. The girls used every opportunity 
they had to put the opposition keeper under pressure.  
Hannah and Sienna did really well at keeping wide and utilising 
all of the pitch, making us a difficult team to defend against and 

despite having chances to score, Silcoates were no match for the 
defences of Carys, Grace and Isobel.  
When faced with an attacking shot, Phoebe cleared the ball wide 
calmly and effectively and relieved a lot of pressure from the 
team. 
Well done girls on a very good team performance. We have lots to 
work on, but this was an exciting start to the season. 

U14A v Hall Cross Academy   Won : 7-0 

Yarm's first game of the season started off tough but the boys 
soon pulled together and opened up the score line.  

Freddie Butler made sure his first touch of the game was a 
good one, assisting Nathan Muzuwazi who went on to score 
the first goal. Another goal came from Junior Newton and a 
great team goal which saw the end of the first half. 

The second half started off slow but we were soon able to 
drive up the momentum. Fergal Deane delivered a great assist 
into Nathan for another goal, with further goals coming from 
Tom Graham, Max Jones and a third from Nathan. We had 
some other great opportunities to raise the bar even further, 
but couldn't quite see them through to a goal.  

A final result of 7-0 reflects the excellent team effort on show. 
Well done to Theo Grylls, Tom Graham, Harry Wildrige and 
Freddie Butler for some great defence, as well as Junior, 
Charlie Thompson and Roman Andrews who all played 
exceptionally well in the middle-field.  

Fergal Deane made man of the match, but the whole team 
played extremely well.  

Boys’ Hockey 



U18A v Silcoates School  Won : 31 - 12 
Building on the positives from 
the Hymers match, the team 
headed away to Silcoates 
focused on  

The U18A team headed to 
Silcoates with the aim of 
building on the positives from 
the Hymers match and 
producing a performance that 
reflected the hard work they 
had put into their training. 
The boys were keen to 
demonstrate improvements 
identifying and moving the 
ball effectively into spaces, 
support play, and scoring 
tries.  

Despite the sluggish start, the boys soon woke up when a well 
organised defence pushed up with good line speed. Chilvers 
read the play, picking off the intercept and running in from 70 
yards. Glimpses of attacking play followed in the half and 
Mehegan scored another with a sharp finish in the corner, but 
at times that clinical edge was missing and a few points went 
begging.  

The boys opened the game up well in the second half and made 
use of the space, particularly outside the 13 channel to get in 
behind the home side. Gray demonstrated great power on two 
occasions to force his way over: one strong set piece play and 
another from good team play that took us close to the line.   

Gray was instrumental in the 'try of the game' and what could 
end up being 'the try of the season'. It started with a kick off 
into our 22 on the right hand side, Gray took it well, ran hard to 
break tackles and moved the ball on into space. Good hands, 
excellent support lines and perceptive decision making up the 
left wing saw the ball taken round the outside. More great 
support and off loading to space moved it back inside and 
ready for the heads up rugby to continue. Lacy tracked the ball 
as it was kicked into acres of open field and gathered for a 
score under the posts, showing impressive skill and 
composure.  

The home team did manage to score a couple of close range 
tries, but this didn't change our game and we were able to walk 
home with a strong win. The boys have a lot to work on, but 
they should be proud of their efforts. Well done to the three 
boys who made their full 1st XV debut and proved good 
understanding and delivery of the game.  

 

U14A v Silcoates School  Won : 50 – 24 

Unfortunately Silcoates didn't have enough players to make a 
full team, showing up with just 9 players in total. Although this 
was disappointing for the boys, they bought into the TREDs 
principle and 4 of our players offered to played with the 
opposition. This is a great indication of just how many players 
we have representing at this age level.  

In the first half, the boys benefited from playing downhill and 
moving with the wind and they delivered some excellent rugby. 
However, some handling and one-on-one tackling issues let the 
team down. Silcoates had two extremely strong runners which 
meant a change of play for the boys. After the whistle, the team 
identified that they needed to be a lot more physical and direct 
with their play in the second half. 

SPORT 

Rugby 

They finished the game strong, securing a 50-24 win. Harry 
Wildridge picked up the deserved MOM award for his 
support play and his constant lines of running of 9 and 10, 
really buying into the training sessions. 

 

U12A v Silcoates School  Won : 30 – 5 
A fantastic start to the season for the U12A team as they set 
off on their first away fixture of the term with copious 
amounts of enthusiasm and anticipation. After an exciting 
first 10 minutes in which Yarm dominated possession inside 
the Silcoates half, Alex Carter broke through to score our 
first and open the proverbial floodgates. What followed was 
some excellent movement of the ball and some real 
teamwork to secure the second try towards the end of the 
first half, with Harry Carter breaking through their strong 
defensive line making it 10-0 at half-time.  

Within minutes of the second half, Cameron Morrison drop 
kicked the ball from deep inside our own half – Oscar Burns 
chased it down outrunning the opposition to open up the 
scoring in the second half. Jamie Ellsworth quickly followed 
suit and scored our 4th in the space of 2 minutes after a 
superb display of quick footwork. Will McPartland then 
demonstrated speed and agility as he scored our final two 
successive tries, running the full length of the pitch in the 
process. Silcoates did manage to sneak one past our defence 
in the last few seconds of the game but it was testament to 
the strength of our tackling that meant that the Silcoates side 
only managed to score 5 points.  


