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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this booklet is to give parents @ungils information
and advice about the First Year curriculum and ecad
arrangements at Yarm School. In particular we hopél help
parents to support and monitor the progress of tiglid, developing
the all important home-school partnership.

The first priority for all teachers in Septembetioé First Year is to
help pupils to settle in to the pattern of workhe Senior School and
to adjust to all the new demands made upon thensore subjects
this may mean that a short period of time is alieddo recapping
familiar things from Year Six. However the pacenafrk will

quickly pick up and pupils can expect to be chajeshacademically.

Above everything else we will expect pupils to loenenitted to doing
their best at all times. Concentration and posigmgagement in
class, coupled with a diligent approach to homewatkbe the keys
to fulfilling their potential.

The First Year Curriculum

The First Year curriculum is designed to be broadied and
academically challenging, with priority given taditional subjects.
Pupils will have to cope with the demands of stadyinore subjects,
with more teachers and in more rooms scatterechdrthe school.

An important feature of the Year is a cross-cutdacindependent
Learning Project in the Spring Term. This involvesk in Art,
English, History and Religious Studies, and is sufgul by
preparation work in ICT, PSHE and in the Library.

Subjects studied:
(The number of allocated lessons per week is shownackets.)

Art (2) History (2) Music (1)

DT (2) ICT (1) PE & Games (1 + 2)
English (3) Latin (2) PSHE (1)

French* (3) Maths (3) Religious Studies (1)
Geography (2) Science (2)

(*More able linguists also have the opportunitystody German alongside French)



All pupils also participate in the two timetabledt#ity afternoon
sessions each week, choosing from a very wide rahgptions.

Teaching Groups

Whereas the pastoral grouping (based on the Hoes&ins
constant, the organisation of the academic or tegajroups changes
considerably as pupils progress through the S&thool. Initially
they have most of their lessons in “mixed abildymhs” but gradually
more subjects become “setted” by ability and evaituas pupils
start to make choices between academic subjects; sudjects are
taught in “option blocks”. These changes, as gugibw older, force
them to work with a wider range of other studemd widen their
circle of friends.

1. Forms On joining the senior school in the First Yeapisiare
placed in one of four forms (1A, 1B, 1C, 1D) of mikability. We
try to include a roughly equal number from each $¢UTutor
group and to achieve a roughly equal balance afigesn While
we welcome parental advice / requests it is woatimg that these
are working groups, rather than social groups,thatithey will
become decreasingly significant to the pupils.

2. Sets In some subjects pupils progress far bettdraf/tare
grouped with children of similar ability so thakthmove fast
enough to achieve their potential, yet not sottaat they get left
behind.

Decisions on the composition of sets are made ladbsief
Department based upon recent formal assessmelisrasd
consultations with the teachers of that year groife are always
willing to listen to parents’ advice and to recalesisetting, but in
the end we have to use our professional judgematthese
matters. Sets are reviewed regularly (usually dlfte mid-year
and end of year examinations) and usually a snuatiber of
pupils are moved if it is perceived to be in tHest interests.

In the First Year pupils are taught in sets for:

a) Maths— Pupils are initially allocated to sets basedarily on



their performances in the Maths entrance assesyrapet,
together with advice from the Prep School. Itgsal for there
to be movement between groups before Christmasthéte
results of the mid-year formal assessments (Novenainel
baseline testing become available.

b) Modern Languages Initially all pupils start with studying
French. They are placed into groups based onma#ton
supplied about how much, if any, French they hawdisd
already.

At the end of the Autumn Term, following the midayeexams,
sets are reallocated so that those who are capaiblwill start
to study German as well as French.

There are no option choices to be made in the ¥aat.



ART

First Year pupils have two fifty minute lessons peek. They follow
a varied course of study, which provides opportesitfor all to
achieve success, whatever their abilities.

The aim of the course is to develop a general rasfgekills and
techniques whilst exploring the work of other astisnd designers,
both masters and contemporary.

Sketchbook work is vital and pupils will producenwan sketchbooks
in the classroom and occasionally at home. Homewalikoe given
periodically but will not necessarily be drawingipils may be asked
to research a topic or collect and bring sometimg their next art
lesson.

The basic elements in art and design are explanddpapils usually
investigate one topic per term.

Term One - Colour

The Colour Wheel — Here pupils learn about the erriogs of colour;
how to mix colours and how to apply paint. Primagcondary and
tertiary colours are explored, followed by tintshades and
complementary colours. Experiments with warm arld colours and
their emotional responses lead the pupils intostithtive and
imaginative work.

Term Two - Independent Learning Project

This project is developed as a cross curricular
experience. Pupils are encouraged to work
individually and in small groups to produce
work based on Bedievaltheme.

Architectural decoration such as gargoyles is
explored as well as stained glass and heraldry.
The pupils also produce a personal project on
the work of a medieval artist of their choice.
This is a very popular project and the pupils
enjoy both the collaborative work and an
element of personal choice.



Term Three - Pattern

William Morris is the source of art history and
inspiration for this topic. Pupils learn about therk

of this artist and his contemporaries in the Ansl a
Crafts Movement. They produce patterns from their
drawings of natural forms and experience some
pattern making from simple printmaking techniques.

For further information, please contact Mrs Loutsedlay, Head of
Art. (f@yarmschool.org




DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY

The aims of the First Year course are severalalbatre set against a
fundamental requirement of safe working practidé® lessons
provide pupils with an elementary understandinthefdesign and
technology process. They introduce them to a rahgeaterials,
equipment and processes, via small practical té&testical activity

Is balanced against theory lessons, which inclusigraficant amount
of design / drawing, and provides an opportunitytfie expression of
individual creativity. The projects undertaken varyuration and
complexity and although perhaps similar in outcomay have
entirely different objectives.

Typical workshop projects include:

- Wind Chimes

- Car litter tidy

- Bag tag / Logo

- Laminated spoon

- Steady hand game

- Picture frame

- Twisted aluminium key fob
- Textiles clip frame

- Textiles cushion

Design and Technology is a wide ranging subjectthadkills
required by pupils at a later stage vary considgraloit basic skills
are common to all strands of the subject and cateleloped at all
ages. The foundation courses aim to develop anterdfe skills
needed for GCSE. Such skills include the ability to

Represent ideas in two and three dimensions.

Develop accuracy and precision in practical work.
Acquire craft skills associated with resistant andchpliant
materials.

Learn about properties of materials and how bessé&them.



Gain confidence in using equipment so as to work
independently.

An important aspect of the course is that all mumilll be guided so
that they achieve successful outcomes, but thgtghesonalise work
SO as to take ownership of it. This way more respmlity is imparted
to the pupil over the course of the year. A higiliof the course
from the pupils’ perspective, is that they areadtrced to a very large
workshop with lots of special equipment. Drillsndars and buffing
machines feature significantly and are used eraistisally.

Mr David Dunn is the Head of Design & Technology
(dvagd@yarmschool.ojgand can supply further information. He is
supported by other full time members: Mr Tim Dayl &hr lan
Stewart.




ENGLISH

As pupils move through their secondary years, wetairevisit the
full range of skills at progressively more sopluated and interesting
levels. This means that, in many ways, the Firgirfenglish
curriculum looks quite similar to that designed &&cond Year,
although the materials, content and expected l@fedshievement
are more demanding.

We choose not to set by ability for the first tweays of secondary
English. There is much to be gained from mixeditgitiéaching in
this essentially sociable subject, within the algeacademically
selective environment that Yarm already offers.

There is also a clear emphasis on enjoyment; wela@aim to develop
the powers of written and spoken analysis in glliisuwe also aim to
have fun, and to generate interest in the manycéspéthe subject,
and the many issues raised in it.

During the course of the year, in an order plarmnethe individual
class teacher, every pupil will encounter the feiltg key elements
of Key Stage 3 English.

Attention to the formal accuracy of spelling, puratton and
grammar

Confidence in a wide variety of discussion situagio

Close study of a novel, a play, and some poetry
Consideration and creation of non-fiction and meebds (e.g.
advertisements, leaflets, newspapers, websites)

Creative writing of many and various kinds

Drama work

Awareness of language (e.g. dialect, accent, romdatrd forms,
history of words)

Opportunity to participate in School Drama (e.gubk® Drama
Competition, Duologues Competition, Junior Schaold@ction)
Simple research (e.g. how to use the Internetrasesarch tool)
Keyboard/word-processing skills



There are weekly timetabled Library visits withindlish lessons,
which give opportunity for wider recreational reagli for supervised
study access to the facilities, or for browsingisTdllocation of
curricular time reflects the importance placed upegular reading
habits by the English Department. The English teechre very
active within these sessions, encouraging reatlelging reluctant
readers to find accessible material, and encougagie more avid in
their onward journeys.

The English Department is closely involved in thewal Independent
Learning Project for this Year Group during thei®gmerm. Aside
from this specific opportunity, we take very seslythe importance
of maintaining an independent approach to all aspadhe subject.

We occasionally have visits from outside speakedsperformers,
and we enter teams for regional, annually heldditegeneral
knowledge competitions. We also encourage pupister poetry or
story writing competitions.

For further information and advice please contacBwan Craig,
Head of Englishédmc@yarmschool.ojg




GEOGRAPHY

Geography is a subject that essentially seeksplaexthe physical
nature of our environment and its intimate relattap with human

society. Geography tackles the ISSUES that coramannterest us
all, such as:

Rising migration of international refugees.

Threat of global natural hazards-
recent hurricanes in the USA!

Impact of pollution from our
industries.

Geography possesses strengths in both the subgierand the
skills which are highly regarded by a society increagiaglare of
location, people and the environment. It harneefies subjects and
gives them &ense of place

At Yarm School, we attempt to provide a balancedi thiorough
introduction to the subject in the lower schoobtigh a progressive
three-year programme of study. Key transferabliésskie developed,
including debating, group work, presentations als asgemore
traditional written analysis and evaluation. At #rel of this course
the pupils will not only be better informed abdug tworld in which
we live but they will be better equipped to invothemselves in the
many and varied debates and geographic issuew¢harte all
increasingly faced with.

The First Yeaoffers an introduction to the
principles of the subject along with grounding in
some of the basic skills that geographers use,
such as map reading, atlas work and fieldwork.




We consider théocal area including work on Yarm itself, as well as
units on the basic physical and human geograpliyeoforth-east
region of the UK.

As Michael Palin once said, “Geography is the stthjéhich holds
the key to our future”, but it is also exciting afoa to learn about at
school.

.
-

For more information, contact Mr Alex Newman, Hexdd
Department gon@yarmschool.org Also in the Geography
Department: Mr John Logan (Senior Master) and Mnsla Kneale.




HISTORY

“ The study of History is the beginning of wisdom'
Jean Bodin

First Year pupils are introduced to the major feagLof Britain’s
Medieval past and consider the importance thapduple, events and
changes studied have had on our society and cutidey.

We begin by looking at the ‘race for the Crown’
in 1066, the Norman Conquest and its impact on
life in England. We then focus on the
development of the Medieval monarchy and its
relations with the Church, barons and people.

We consider the significance of key events and gésuluring
Medieval times such as the development of thegasystem, the
sealing of the Magna Carta, the growth of Parliaimie Black

Death and the Peasants’ Revolt. We also look iaildstthe way of
life of different classes in society, their idelsliefs and attitudes and
how these affected their actions.

We consider the significance of key events and gésuluring
Medieval times such as the development of thegasystem, the
sealing of the Magna Carta, the growth of Parliaimie Black

Death and the Peasants’ Revolt. We also look iaildstthe way of
life of different classes in society, their idelsliefs and attitudes and
how these affected their actions.

1“Take a live frog and put its belly on |
ithe plague sore. The frog will swell
'up and burst. Keep doing this with
further frogs until they stop bursting.
1 Some people say that a live toad will
'do the job better.’

a cure for the Black Death from a
edieval meccal book

<



To introduce the course, we ask the question, ‘Vighelistory?’ and
look at how we, as historians, rely on differemtdy of sources —
artefacts, archaeological, picture and written sesir to find out
about the past.

Throughout the year, pupils both develop theid sikievaluating
historical sources and asking relevant questiomtetide how reliable
a source may be and see how and why events, psdpkgjons and
changes have been interpreted in different ways.

They use these skills to decide, for example, whedkWilliam

Rufus in the New Forest, if Thomas Becket was paesponsible for
his gruesome murder in Canterbury Cathedral andhehéBad King
John’ really deserved his nickname.

A major component of the First Year course is ttoss-curricular
Independent Learning Project, involving a studyties Helmsley
Castle and Rievaulx Abbey. At Helmsley, historidatective skills
are employed to make sense of the castle ruins@antake detailed
deductions about life there in the Middle Ages.

‘As we delved into the detail of the life of people
from a generation who lived in a totally different
world to the one we inhabit now, | began to get a
feel for what many ordinary people would have
seen, heard or smelt.’

(Emilia Mack 1A)

Working in groups, pupils also plan a daring attatihe castle.

Back in the classroom, each group presents their @i attack and
evidence task on paper, using photos and sketchds on the visit.
They then work independently to produce both a Etak Medieval



monasteries and a Power Point presentation onutpge and
development of Medieval Castles, life inside aleastd methods of
attack and defence.

During History lessons, pupils communicate thesaisl and present
their answers to different historical enquiriesotigh a variety of
means including extended written work, diagramsugh ICT, class
discussion, group presentations and role play.

In written work, emphasis is put on the importantécusing clearly
on the issue in question and including relevaraitied support ideas
and arguments. Pupils are encouraged to weigh idprmae and draw
their own conclusions and express their work cjeanld fluently.

As a Department, we aim to communicate our owrr@stan and
enthusiasm for the subject and to make all pupilsdy of History an
enjoyable and rewarding experience.

‘A nation which does not know what it was yesterday
does not know what it is today, nor what it is tryng to do.’
- Woodrow Wilson

Further information is available from the Head astdry, Mr Philip
Crookes jec@yarmschool.ojg or from any other member of the
Department: Mr Stephen Edwards, Dr Paul Chapmanlddy
Spence and Mrs Rachel Crookes.




ICT

ICT looks to develop program knowledge in ordeaithcross-
curricular use of computers. During the cours@ilpwill spend
time using the Word Processing package, Claris DEawel,
Publisher and Englishtype.

Word Processing will involve using basic and adeahfunctions in
order to produce professional looking documentse gupils will
work through a variety of different tasks and tlderan assessment
exercise which will be marked and graded.

Claris Draw is a creative package that manipulsiegpes. Using
various functions, different drawings will be praga. This will lead
to dimensioning exercises. An assessment on @Maaw will take
place.

Pupils will work through a booklet on Excel, andthg end will be
able to produce a spreadsheet which is correatigditted and uses
formulae. Forms will also be produced. An engrmigram
assessment will then take place.

Using desktop publishing software, pupils will warnkgroups to
produce a newspaper. The Internet will be usetktelop relevant
stories, and the group will have to work togetloedévelop a
professional paper. This project will be assessetigraded.

We will end the year using the program

Englishtype, which will develop touch typing

skills. Throughout the year, pupils will be

encouraged to use the keyboard correctly and

this program will either develop existing knowledgeully train
pupils. It is something that the pupils can themadop and continue
with in their own time.

Further information is available from the DirectddCT, Mrs Cherry
Ankers (ca@yarmschool.ory




LATIN

Students in the First Year will all make a startlos Latin language.
As they read stories about a family living in Pompethe first
century AD, they will not only begin to master theuns, verbs and
other vocabulary, but they will also discover adbbut the links
between Latin and English and about life in Pompdiouses, dinner
parties, the baths, gladiators, the theatre, elestand so on.

The aim is to develop skills in oral and writteartslation and the
learning of vocabulary, and to make comparisong@eh our own
culture, lifestyle and attitudes and those of tlren@ns.

There is no setting in the First Year. Translatests are taken by the
whole year group at intervals — usually in Octoldyember and

May — and the final exam in the year will also ud# questions on
Pompeian life and the cultural background to timglege. Results in
these exams will help to determine setting for$leeond Year.

Particular highlights in the year are the chapbsua gladiators and
the account of the eruption of Vesuvius; and tli®eepost-exam trip
to Carvoran Military Museum on Hadrian’s Wall whishalways
popular. But students appreciate the course dsoéevand get an
excellent bird’s eye view of the Roman language \&ay of life.

The school library has a number of books explotiregworld of the
Greeks and the Romans, complementing the studyedfatin
language and life in Pompeii:

Pompeiiby Peter Connolly

Pompeii, Herculaneum, Mt Vesuvipsiblished by Bonechi.
The Gladiators from Capuay Caroline Lawrence

The Pirates of Pompdny Caroline Lawrence

A useful website for getting help with the language
www.cambridgescp.com

For further information please contact Mr Andrewlikk Head of
Classics ljak@yarmschool.ojgor Mrs Elizabeth Parham.




MATHEMATICS

The Mathematics Curriculum is separated into fopid areas :-

Number

Algebra

Shape & Space
Probability & Statistics.

Each Mathematics set will study topics from thevaappropriate for
their progress.

Sets 1 and 2 will work their way through the IGC8kbook series,
Core and Extended.

Sets 3 and 4 will use the OCR series of textboakdknvg their way
through, Levels 5,6,7,8,9. at an appropriate pace.

The IGCSE textbook series is more Algebraic anthble for a more
algebraic final exam, IGCSE.

Set 1 (and possibly set 2) will take the Mathensafiballenge on its
due date and will also spend time before the ewsing past papers
which are a rich source of useful material. Sudoégsipils may be
invited to sit an Olympiad paper and/or have a migrquestion sheet
to puzzle out.

By nature Mathematics is best taught and learatsetted subject
and therefore the work a set one may do in a pdatigear may be
done by a lower set a year or more later.

The setting procedure is started in the First Yieased on entrance
exam information and any correspondence from ptsvazhools.
The setting is continually modified, usually afteternal exams, but
at any time if the situation is clear cut. This twones until the Fourth
Year when sets are usually left unchanged forwloeyears until the
end of the Fifth Year, with the exception of newals.

Further information is available from the Head ddtlWematics. Mr
Graham Coopemgpc@yarmschool.ojg or from other members of
the Department. Mr James Armitage, Mrs Jane GMgstLilian
Jackson, Mr Douglas Jardine, Mr Michael Rye andd¥iris Thomas.




MODERN LANGUAGES

The main aim of the Modern Languages Departmetat isalise
every pupil’s linguistic potential at each stagehair progression
through the school. Flexibility, tracking and streag allow us to
identify strengths and weaknesses and ensure upds @re being
taught at an appropriate level, depending on Hiality. All pupils
study at least one Modern Foreign Language (FretacBCSE level
and the most able can study up to three (Frenchm&eand Spanish)
and very occasionally four, should they commit teelves to a
language in one of their activity sessions.

On entry to the Senior School pupils are placeum mixed ability
classes on the basis of their previous linguistmeeence. At the end
of November the classes are reset according tibyadod the top two
sets then study German and French until at leastnid of the Second
Year, each language being taught three lessorfenpeight. At the
beginning of the Third Year, pupils can also tageSpanish.

Languages are taught communicatively, using a vadge of
resources. New vocabulary and structures are intextithrough the
media of speaking and listening and are then resetbthrough
reading and writing. Regular use is made of the@skh Intranet and
Internet facilities and the department also hasihi&ractive
whiteboards and various computer suites at itsodisp Pupils receive
three 20 to 30 minute pieces of homework per wetWhich one
will always be formally tested learning and onetiwg. Two French
text books Equipe 2andEncore Tricolorel) are used in the First
Year, again depending on pupils’ previous lingaistperiences and
ability. German is taught usingernpunkt Deutsch.1



Topics and grammatical concepts covereHrgnch in the First Year

may include:

Topics

Grammar

Family and pets
Clothes and colours
TV programmes
Meeting friends
Free time activities

Daily routine
Special events/holidays

The time

My house/town

Prepositions of place

Present tense

Future tense (aller + infinitive)
Perfect tense

Reflexive verbs

Adjectives
The Partitive

Possessive adjectives
Nouns

The negative

The main topics and grammatical concepts cover&kman in the

First Year are as follows:

Topics

Grammar

Talking about myself

Talking about school

Talking about my family and pets

Talking about my home

Questions and Answers, Singular Ve
Forms

Numbers 1-1000, Plural Verb Forms

Descriptions of people and animals
using adjectives

Descriptions of houses and rooms
using colours and adjectives

For further information, please contact the HealMotlern
Languages, Mr Simon Ravenhal(@yarmschool.og the Head of
German, Frau Jutta Heineth@yarmschool.ory or any other

member of the department.



MUSIC

All pupils study Music in the First Year and thrdwogit the scheme of
work they begin to build their musicianship and elep their aural,
practical and theoretical skills. The scheme ofiwncludes a
balance in listening and appraising, composingpartbrming.

Rhythm and Notation

Pupils study basic rhythm and note-values and @xeat with
rhythmical patterns and polyrhythm. Creative coniipmsis a major
element and pupils learn how to mix musical pattennd evaluate
their own work. Pupils are introduced to both teshhd bass clef
notation and they experiment and learn how to futation with
rhythm to create what we believe is ‘music’. Puptsnpose and
perform melodies.

Instruments of the Orchestra

Pupils study the basic development of the orche$ranstruments
and sounds. They learn to recognise instruments @ifferent
musical families and respond to how musical soandseing
created. The major work Britten The Young Person’s Guide to the
Orchestra

Programme Music

Pupils study music written to provide atmosphenesods and
narratives. This will include detailed analysisSaiint-Saen3he
Carnival of the AnimalsdDanse MacabrandDukas The Sorcerer’s
Apprentice Pupils will be given an opportunity to compose an
perform in response to a given brief.

For further information please contact the DirectbMusic, Mr
Keith Brown krb@yarmschool.ong




PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Our aim is that all pupils leave Yarm School havivagl a positive
and enjoyable experience of the physical educgitogramme. The
skills and understanding they have acquired wgllde them to
follow a healthy life style long after they havé lechool. As a
traditional school, team games and the ethos behamd form the
background to our physical education programmey Hne a
fundamental part of the general school ethos asties are viewed
as part of our core curriculum. We attempt toldsth a balance
between breadth and depth, balancing commitmeritetsports we
focus on each term in games lessons, and the wigive pupils a
wide and varied physical education through the tiitnled lessons
and Activities.

The major Games for each term are supported wattmgrehensive
fixture list and team players are expected to dtteaeekly team
practices and matches. In addition to this, theklye&ctivities
sessions allow pupils to undertake a wide ranggpofts that in many
cases will have been initially covered in their A.Essons. In Games
lessons at certain times in the year pupils arergavdegree of choice
of sports. Below is an outline year planner fothb@ames and P.E.
This can vary due to the weather but we alwaystaioover as much
of the programme as possible.

For further information please contact Mr Andy Gué&srector of
Sport gig@yarmschool.olg Ms Naomi Redhead
(ner@yarmschool.olgis specifically responsible for girls’ PE and
Games.




AUTUMN TERM

GAMES
BOYS RUGBY RUGBY e RUGBY
T @)
> )
" a
m o
2 S INTER
GIRLS HOCKEY HOCKEY ~ HOCKEY HOUSE
< HOCKEY
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
BOYS HOCKEY < BASKETBALL
=
_|
m
2
GIRLS | GYMNASTICS FOOTBALL
SPRING TERM
GAMES
INTER | HOCKEY INTER
BOYS | RUGBY | HOUSE HOCKEY HOUSE
RUGBY | 7'S GROUP | L HOCKEY T
= )
T T
— -
m cC
g INTER =
GIRLS NETBALL NETBALL HOUSE
NETBALL




SPRING TERM

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

T
BOYS GYMNASTICS > FOOTBALL/CRICKET NETS
=
—|
a
GIRLS DANCE 2 | HEALTH RELATED FITNESS
SUMMER TERM
GAMES
BOYS | ATHLETICS | CRICKET |_ | CRICKET | INTER HOUSE CRICKET
> 2
— T
T —
- 0
2 INTER | §)
GIRLS | ATHLETICS | TENNIS TENNIS | ROUNDERS | HOUSE
ROUNDERS
PHYSICAL EDUCATION
BOYS CRICKET/TENNIS L | CRICKET/
Z e ATHLETICS
—|
n
GIRLS ROUNDERS 2 | ATHLETICS TENNIS




PSHE

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) fams

important part of the education of all the puptl&¥arm

School. These lessons give us valuable oppor&giti

cover important topics which don't fit neatly irdo
traditional academic curriculum. Experienced teashelp children
to settle into school and to deal with issues @hvo each particular
age group in a way that encourages them to paateignd to reflect
on their development as individuals. PSHE at Yaaind®l is not
formally examined, our emphasis being on developidgpendent
thinking skills and critical analysis of currensuges as well as
delivering the topics which are more traditionatywered by a PSHE
course.

First Year pupils have one dedicated PSHE lessoweek. The
lessons are delivered by the same member of tfidrstaughout the
year. Lessons include lots of opportunities focdssion, as well as
for written work, computer presentations, role playd poster work.
The following is a run down of the main topics wihjupils in the
First Year will be studying this year, however, itegramme is
always under review and is changed and updateppas@iate.

Introduction to PSHE.

Organisation — homework / time / materials.

Bullying — based on project work.

Putting yourself in someone else’s situation.
Personal safety — focussing particularly on Intesadety.
Self esteem.

Team work (particularly in preparation for the Ipdadent
Learning Project).

The Media.

Study skills and exam revision.

Manners and customs.

Adolescence and Human Reproduction is covered gléiinst Year
Science lessons.

For further information please contact Mrs Penrgrk¥d, Head of
PSHE pc@yarmschool.ory




RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Parents and grandparents may well remember fromdaha school
days, those Friday afternoon lessons, where thenunty of the
teacher was crucial to both wakefulness and inteféss department
aims to reflect keenly ambitious aims and objestieeery day of the
week!

Yarm School has &hristian ethos.In the First Year we explore what
this means. We use the knowledge and insight$heblogy,
Philosophy and EthicsFrom Theology, we find out whiesusthe
Jewish Rabbis regarded as the Founder of Christianity. Yoy ma
enjoy reading “The Shadow of the Galilean,” by Géngissen. He
writes in a hermeneutic style using the skills afrative exegesis to
recreate the Jewish and Roman world at the tindesifis. From
Philosophy, we comprehend the idea€ofation Ex Nihilo and
Salvation History.From Ethics, we consider the meaning and
application ofAgape LovePeter Vardy, in his books, “The Puzzle of
Ethics” and “The Thinker’s Guide to Ethics,” illurates this
important field of knowledge. We take the view thias is a
prerequisite in understanding conflicting ethicaigpectives in the
world.

The department uses its own original material @ogiires each
student to e-mail the relevant folders home. i thiproblematic,
please do not hesitate to drop in to the Religlbwslies Department,
based in S10, in the Tate building, where alteveatiptions will be
pursued.

You will discover arintroduction to the subject and to different
methods of thinking.The materials form a continuod&logue,with
you, the reader. You and your child will be encgexto think! And,
if you would like to discuss any matters furthée tlepartment runs
an Oxbridge reading and discussion class on Fedanings after
school. Any interested parent is welcome to joithig sessions on an
ad hoc basis.



In the Spring Term pupils take part in the crossicular
Independent Learning Project, which includes aigpetsit to
Rievaulx Abbey.

JESUS IN ART: AN EXERCISE IN GREEN HAT THINKING

Further information is available from the Head @liBious Studies,
Mrs Janice Nicksontin@yarmschool.ofg




Aims

SCIENCE

The aims of the First Year Science course are:-

1.

To introduce pupils to the three sciences aaragpdisciplines
but still within an integrated science course withich they are
usually familiar.

To stimulate and engage pupils' interest inne@eso that each
pupil is guided to their full potential irrespediof previous
science experience.

To ensure the development of pupils’ sciencdetstanding to

at least a common baseline, irrespective of preessnhool
establishment, before commencing to study eacéraap
science in the Second Year.

4.  To develop scientific skills such as investigatihinking, data
handling, laboratory safety and experimental tegph@ito help

prepare pupils for the ‘How Science Works’ sectibrhe
GCSE specification.

Course Synopsis

Introduction to Science
Rules of the Laboratory / Safety / Hazard Symbols;
Laboratory equipment;
Variables and measurement in science; Drawing
graphs and charts;
Interpreting and concluding skills.

States of Matter
Solids, liquids and gases; Particle theory ana sthtinges;
Melting and boiling points; Dissolving.

Introduction to Biology
Life processes; Investigating variables;
Presenting experimental data; Microscopy.

Forces
Pushes and pulls; The Newton Meter; Friction;
Balanced and unbalanced forces.



Human Body
Skeleton, muscles and movement;
Our senses; Investigating reaction times.

Acids and Bases
Acid / base indicators; The pH scale; Neutraligdtalt
preparation.

Magnetism
Magnetic materials / magnetic field; Electromagsmeti

Sound

Ear structure and how we hear; Echoes and spesalioti
calculations

Reproduction and Growth
Puberty changes; Reproductive system structure;
Fertilisation and pregnancy;
Birth and looking after a baby.

Chemical Reactions
Signs of a chemical reaction occurring; Neutralsaand
precipitation; Displacement and decomposition ieast
Conservation of mass and combustion.

Electricity
Electrical conductors; Series and parallel cirgiMgasuring
current; Batteries and voltage.

Skills to accumulate during the Year

Pupils will develop confidence in the correct constion of
experimental results tables and graphical repratientof
experimental data.

Pupils will be safely introduced to the exciting lalso potentially
dangerous environment of science laboratory work.

Pupils are introduced to more complex scientificalmulary than
that at Key Stage 2.



Trips/Projects

Pupils participate in a whole day joint
Biology/Geography Field Trip at
Blanchland in the summer term. Here
they explore geographical land features
and biological plant and animal life in
moorland/woodland and river habitats.
The pupils complete a project file based
on the day’s activities.

Enjoyable Aspects

For many pupils this is their first exposure tahal laboratory
and the prospect of using equipment such as theduburner is
exciting.

The ability to explore scientific investigationsabigh hands on
practical work is helpful in increasing their unst@anding of
science principles.

Contact

Please contact Dr Keith Perry, First Year Scierwerdinator
(kwp@yarmschool.ong, or Mr Richard Brown, Senior Master
(rab@yarmschool.ory for further information.




HOMEWORK

Homework is a vital part of a pupil’s education andst be
undertaken diligently. It can serve many purpolesan involve
preparation work to facilitate the next lessorcah allow time to
complete and consolidate classwork. It often ingsliearning
material covered in class, individual reading agskarch, extended
writing and revision for tests or exams.

The School will insist on a proper performance pacents are asked
to support this. Parents can help in the follovways:

1. By providing encouragement and taking an interegheir child’s
study.

2. By providing a quiet and conducive place for statihome.

3. By regular checking of the homework diary.

4. By contacting the school if their child seems tedasufficient or
too much homework, or seems to find it unduly easgifficult.

In the First Year pupils can expect approximateilg or one and half
hours homework per night. The Tutor will go througk homework
timetable with the tutor group at the start of dtademic year and
pupils are expected to copy this into their homéwbary.

It usually takes pupils a few weeks to settle ithe routine of doing
homework and we aware that this can be a stretastel Teachers
will be sympathetic to any problems in these eadyks and pupils
should be encouraged to discuss any difficultigk Wie subject
teacher or with their Tutor.



THE SCHOOL LIBRARY
Supporting learning and encouraging reading for plasure

The school library aims to support pupils in treirdies by providing
quality resources that stimulate and enhance legunlo achieve this
we liaise closely with teaching staff to ensurerésources we
provide are up-to-date, wide-ranging and relevarnté curriculum.
Pupils have access to books, magazines, newspapmline
services.

Classes are regularly brought to the library teaesh projects, for
reading, and to learn the information literacyIskihat will enable
individuals to become independent learners. Thk#ls will equip
them for further and higher education and lifelteayning.

Equally important however, is our role in

developing a whole school reading culture,

promoting literacy and reading for pleasure. We

have an excellent fiction section with books to

suit all tastes, as well as graphic novels and

special interest magazines. We regularly invite

authors in to school to talk about their writinglanspire children to
read, and we try to get to know the pupils whothsdibrary
individually, providing them with books we know thwill like and
encouraging them to broaden their interests.

The library is open to pupils each day betweenaiand 5.30pm.
Fiction of interest to the First Year:
Almond, D. Skellig

Bawden, N. The Peppermint Pig
Blackman, M.  Cloudbusting

Byng, G. Molly Moon'’s Incredible Book of
Hypnotism
Gardner, S. |, Coriander

Horowitz, A.  Alex Rider series
Ibbotson, E. Journey to the River Sea



Jacques, B. Redwall series

Morris, G. Squires Tales series

Morpurgo, M. Kensuke’s Kingdom (and any other
book by this author)

Paolini, C. Eragon

Reeve, P. Mortal Engines

Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter series

Snicket, L. A Series of Unfortunate Events

Ure, J. The Secret Life of Sally Tomato

Wilson, J. Best Friends

Horrible Science, Horrible History, Horrible Geoghy
series.
My Story series (fiction based on actual historeatnts).

Further information and advice is available from tvo librarians:

Mornings: Mrs Catherine Barker
(Catherine@yarmschool.oig
Afternoons: Mrs Deborah Mason

(Deborah@yarmschool.org




LEARNING SUPPORT

The School makes special provision to help pupitk {garning
difficulties, such as dyslexia. All pupils are rmaly screened to
check for any such difficulty when they join then®s School. The
Director of Learning Support is Mrs Susan Rea. &reprovide
advice and support for parents and pupils with eams.

The Learning Support Department can provide indialcdbr small
group lessons to assist pupils. It is also posstorange some in-
class teaching support. A qualified EducationalcRsjogist can also
be called upon. These services usually involve saddétional charge
to parents.

All teachers have a specific responsibility to wolsely with the
Director of Learning Support to ensure that puarts adequately
supported within their department.

For further information please contact Mrs Susaa, Rérector of
Learning Supportgmr@yarmschool.ojg




FURTHER ADVICE AND HELP

These are always available in school. Below isidegto the best
person to approach, depending on the nature arbeiry.

Telephone requests can be left with the schodat@ffiequesting
teachers to call you back. Alternatively an emaskssage can be used
to set out the enquiry and allow the teacher toecback to you
directly with an answer. Messages for class teaabieTutors can
also be written into the homework diary.

Subject Teacher— a direct approach is usually the quickest andtmo
effective way to resolve issues about academicrpssg
homework, etc.

Tutor — the first point of contact for any pastoral @ciplinary
concerns. Also for academic concerns that relatedie than one
subject.

Head of Department— for concerns about a specific subject that
cannot be resolved by the subject teacher.

Head of Year[Mr David Boddy] — for concerns that cannot be
resolved by the Tutordb@yarmschool.ory

Director of Learning Support [Mrs Susan Rea] — for advice,
diagnosis and support of specific learning diffimd, such as
screening for dyslexiasinr@yarmschool.ojg

Director of Learning [Mr Toby Spence] — for advice about a pupil’s
academic progress, learning styles and study skills
(tfs@yarmschool.ory

Director of Studies[Dr Paul Chapman] — for subject/academic
concerns that cannot be resolved by the Head ohi@ent or
Head of Year.gmc@yarmschool.ory

Deputy Headmaster[Mr David Woodward] — for
pastoral/disciplinary concerns that cannot be wesbby the Head
of Year. lgw@yarmschool.oig
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