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INTRODUCTION  
  

The purpose of this booklet is to give parents and pupils information 
and advice about the First Year curriculum and academic 
arrangements at Yarm School.  In particular we hope it will help 
parents to support and monitor the progress of their child, developing 
the all important home-school partnership. 
 
The first priority for all teachers in September of the First Year is to 
help pupils to settle in to the pattern of work in the Senior School and 
to adjust to all the new demands made upon them.  In some subjects 
this may mean that a short period of time is allocated to recapping 
familiar things from Year Six.  However the pace of work will 
quickly pick up and pupils can expect to be challenged academically. 
 

Above everything else we will expect pupils to be committed to doing 
their best at all times.  Concentration and positive engagement in 
class, coupled with a diligent approach to homework will be the keys 
to fulfilling their potential. 
 

The First Year Curriculum 
 
The First Year curriculum is designed to be broad, varied and 
academically challenging, with priority given to traditional subjects.  
Pupils will have to cope with the demands of studying more subjects, 
with more teachers and in more rooms scattered around the school. 
 
An important feature of the Year is a cross-curricular Independent 
Learning Project in the Spring Term.  This involves work in Art, 
English, History and Religious Studies, and is supported by 
preparation work in ICT, PSHE and in the Library. 

  
Subjects studied: 
(The number of allocated lessons per week is shown in brackets.) 
 
Art (2) History (2) Music (1) 
DT (2) ICT (1) PE & Games (1 + 2) 
English (3) Latin (2) PSHE (1) 
French* (3) Maths (3) Religious Studies (1) 
Geography (2)  Science (2) 
 (*More able linguists also have the opportunity to study German alongside French) 

  



�

� �
�

All pupils also participate in the two timetabled Activity afternoon 
sessions each week, choosing from a very wide range of options. 
  
Teaching Groups 
Whereas the pastoral grouping (based on the House) remains 
constant, the organisation of the academic or teaching groups changes 
considerably as pupils progress through the Senior School.  Initially 
they have most of their lessons in “mixed ability forms” but gradually 
more subjects become “setted” by ability and eventually, as pupils 
start to make choices between academic subjects, many subjects are 
taught in “option blocks”.  These changes, as pupils grow older, force 
them to work with a wider range of other students and widen their 
circle of friends. 
 
1. Forms: On joining the senior school in the First Year pupils are 

placed in one of four forms (1A, 1B, 1C, 1D) of mixed ability.  We 
try to include a roughly equal number from each House / Tutor 
group and to achieve a roughly equal balance of genders.  While 
we welcome parental advice / requests it is worth noting that these 
are working groups, rather than social groups, and that they will 
become decreasingly significant to the pupils. 

 
2. Sets:  In some subjects pupils progress far better if they are 

grouped with children of similar ability so that they move fast 
enough to achieve their potential, yet not so fast that they get left 
behind. 

 
Decisions on the composition of sets are made by Heads of 
Department based upon recent formal assessment results and 
consultations with the teachers of that year group.  We are always 
willing to listen to parents’ advice and to reconsider setting, but in 
the end we have to use our professional judgement over these 
matters.  Sets are reviewed regularly (usually after the mid-year 
and end of year examinations) and usually a small number of 
pupils are moved if it is perceived to be in their best interests. 
 
In the First Year pupils are taught in sets for: 
 
a) Maths – Pupils are initially allocated to sets based primarily on 
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their performances in the Maths entrance assessment paper, 
together with advice from the Prep School.  It is usual for there 
to be movement between groups before Christmas after the 
results of the mid-year formal assessments (November) and 
baseline testing become available. 

 
b) Modern Languages – Initially all pupils start with studying 

French.  They are placed into groups based on information 
supplied about how much, if any, French they have studied 
already. 
 
At the end of the Autumn Term, following the mid-year exams, 
sets are reallocated so that those who are capable of it will start 
to study German as well as French. 
 

There are no option choices to be made in the First Year. 
 

 
� 
� �
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ART  
�
First Year pupils have two fifty minute lessons per week. They follow 
a varied course of study, which provides opportunities for all to 
achieve success, whatever their abilities.  
 
The aim of the course is to develop a general range of skills and 
techniques whilst exploring the work of other artists and designers, 
both masters and contemporary. 
 
Sketchbook work is vital and pupils will produce work in sketchbooks 
in the classroom and occasionally at home. Homework will be given 
periodically but will not necessarily be drawing; pupils may be asked 
to research a topic or collect and bring something into their next art 
lesson. 
 
The basic elements in art and design are explored and pupils usually 
investigate one topic per term. 
 
Term One - Colour  
The Colour Wheel – Here pupils learn about the properties of colour; 
how to mix colours and how to apply paint. Primary, secondary and 
tertiary colours are explored, followed by tints, shades and 
complementary colours. Experiments with warm and cold colours and 
their emotional responses lead the pupils into illustrative and 
imaginative work. 
 
Term Two - Independent Learning Project 
This project is developed as a cross curricular 
experience. Pupils are encouraged to work 
individually and in small groups to produce 
work based on a Medieval theme. 
Architectural decoration such as gargoyles is 
explored as well as stained glass and heraldry. 
The pupils also produce a personal project on 
the work of a medieval artist of their choice. 
This is a very popular project and the pupils 
enjoy both the collaborative work and an 
element of personal choice. 
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Term Three - Pattern  
William Morris is the source of art history and 
inspiration for this topic. Pupils learn about the work 
of this artist and his contemporaries in the Arts and 
Crafts Movement. They produce patterns from their 
drawings of natural forms and experience some 
pattern making from simple printmaking techniques. 
 

For further information, please contact Mrs Louise Findlay, Head of 
Art. (lf@yarmschool.org ) 

 
�
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY  
��

The aims of the First Year course are several, but all are set against a 
fundamental requirement of safe working practices. The lessons 
provide pupils with an elementary understanding of the design and 
technology process. They introduce them to a range of materials, 
equipment and processes, via small practical tasks. Practical activity 
is balanced against theory lessons, which include a significant amount 
of design / drawing, and provides an opportunity for the expression of 
individual creativity. The projects undertaken vary in duration and 
complexity and although perhaps similar in outcome, may have 
entirely different objectives.  
  
Typical workshop projects include: 
  

· Wind Chimes   
· Car litter tidy 
· Bag tag / Logo 
· Laminated spoon 
· Steady hand game  
· Picture frame 
· Twisted aluminium key fob 
· Textiles clip frame 
· Textiles cushion 

  
 
 
Design and Technology is a wide ranging subject and the skills 
required by pupils at a later stage vary considerably, but basic skills 
are common to all strands of the subject and can be developed at all 
ages. The foundation courses aim to develop and refine the skills 
needed for GCSE. Such skills include the ability to: 
  

�  Represent ideas in two and three dimensions. 
�  Develop accuracy and precision in practical work. 
�  Acquire craft skills associated with resistant and compliant 

materials. 
�  Learn about properties of materials and how best to use them. 
 



�

� �
�

�  Gain confidence in using equipment so as to work 
independently.  

 
An important aspect of the course is that all pupils will be guided so 
that they achieve successful outcomes, but that they personalise work 
so as to take ownership of it. This way more responsibility is imparted 
to the pupil over the course of the year.  A highlight of the course 
from the pupils’ perspective, is that they are introduced to a very large 
workshop with lots of special equipment. Drills, sanders and buffing 
machines feature significantly and are used enthusiastically. 
  
Mr David Dunn is the Head of Design & Technology 
(dvgd@yarmschool.org) and can supply further information. He is 
supported by other full time members: Mr Tim Day and Mr Ian 
Stewart. 
�
��
� �
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ENGLISH  
 
As pupils move through their secondary years, we aim to revisit the 
full range of skills at progressively more sophisticated and interesting 
levels. This means that, in many ways, the First Year English 
curriculum looks quite similar to that designed for Second Year, 
although the materials, content and expected levels of achievement 
are more demanding. 
  
We choose not to set by ability for the first two years of secondary 
English. There is much to be gained from mixed ability teaching in 
this essentially sociable subject, within the already academically 
selective environment that Yarm already offers. 
  
There is also a clear emphasis on enjoyment; while we aim to develop 
the powers of written and spoken analysis in all pupils, we also aim to 
have fun, and to generate interest in the many aspects of the subject, 
and the many issues raised in it. 
  
During the course of the year, in an order planned by the individual 
class teacher, every pupil will encounter the following key elements 
of Key Stage 3 English. 
 
�  Attention to the formal accuracy of spelling, punctuation and 

grammar 
�  Confidence in a wide variety of discussion situations 
�  Close study of a novel, a play, and some poetry 
�  Consideration and creation of non-fiction and media texts (e.g. 

advertisements, leaflets, newspapers, websites) 
�  Creative writing of many and various kinds 
�  Drama work 
�  Awareness of language (e.g. dialect, accent, non-standard forms, 

history of words) 
�  Opportunity to participate in School Drama (e.g. House Drama 

Competition, Duologues Competition, Junior School Production) 
�  Simple research (e.g. how to use the Internet as a research tool) 
 Keyboard/word-processing skills 
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There are weekly timetabled Library visits within English lessons, 
which give opportunity for wider recreational reading, for supervised 
study access to the facilities, or for browsing. This allocation of 
curricular time reflects the importance placed upon regular reading 
habits by the English Department. The English teachers are very 
active within these sessions, encouraging reading, helping reluctant 
readers to find accessible material, and encouraging the more avid in 
their onward journeys. 
  
The English Department is closely involved in the annual Independent 
Learning Project for this Year Group during the Spring Term. Aside 
from this specific opportunity, we take very seriously the importance 
of maintaining an independent approach to all aspects of the subject. 
  
We occasionally have visits from outside speakers and performers, 
and we enter teams for regional, annually held literary general 
knowledge competitions. We also encourage pupils to enter poetry or 
story writing competitions. 
  
For further information and advice please contact Mr Ewan Craig, 
Head of English (emc@yarmschool.org). 
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GEOGRAPHY 
  

Geography is a subject that essentially seeks to explain the physical 
nature of our environment and its intimate relationship with human 
society. Geography tackles the ISSUES that concern and interest us 
all, such as: 

  
Rising migration of international refugees. 

  
  
Threat of global natural hazards- 
recent hurricanes in the USA! 
  

  
  
Impact of pollution from our 
industries. 

  
  
  
Geography possesses strengths in both the subject matter and the 
skills which are highly regarded by a society increasingly aware of 
location, people and the environment. It harnesses other subjects and 
gives them a sense of place. 
  
At Yarm School, we attempt to provide a balanced and thorough 
introduction to the subject in the lower school through a progressive 
three-year programme of study. Key transferable skills are developed, 
including debating, group work, presentations as well as more 
traditional written analysis and evaluation. At the end of this course 
the pupils will not only be better informed about the world in which 
we live but they will be better equipped to involve themselves in the 
many and varied debates and geographic issues that we are all 
increasingly faced with. 
 
The First Year offers an introduction to the 
principles of the subject along with grounding in 
some of the basic skills that geographers use, 
such as map reading, atlas work and fieldwork. 
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We consider the local area, including work on Yarm itself, as well as 
units on the basic physical and human geography of the north-east 
region of the UK. 
  
As Michael Palin once said, “Geography is the subject which holds 
the key to our future”, but it is also exciting and fun to learn about at 
school. 

  
   
For more information, contact Mr Alex Newman, Head of 
Department  (aon@yarmschool.org ). Also in the Geography 
Department: Mr John Logan (Senior Master) and Mrs Linda Kneale. 
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‘‘Take a live frog and put its belly on 
the plague sore. The frog will swell 
up and burst. Keep doing this with 
further frogs until they stop bursting. 
Some people say that a live toad will 
do the job better.’ 
  
 
 
 
 - a cure for the Black Death from a 
Medieval medical book. 

HISTORY 
 

 
�
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First Year pupils are introduced to the major features of Britain’s 
Medieval past and consider the importance that the people, events and 
changes studied have had on our society and culture today.  
  

We begin by looking at the ‘race for the Crown’ 
in 1066, the Norman Conquest and its impact on 
life in England. We then focus on the 
development of the Medieval monarchy and its 
relations with the Church, barons and people.  
                                   

We consider the significance of key events and changes during 
Medieval times such as the development of the justice system, the 
sealing of the Magna Carta, the growth of Parliament, the Black 
Death and the Peasants’ Revolt. We also look in detail at the way of 
life of different classes in society, their ideas, beliefs and attitudes and 
how these affected their actions.  
 
We consider the significance of key events and changes during 
Medieval times such as the development of the justice system, the 
sealing of the Magna Carta, the growth of Parliament, the Black 
Death and the Peasants’ Revolt. We also look in detail at the way of 
life of different classes in society, their ideas, beliefs and attitudes and 
how these affected their actions. 

 
��

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘’ The study of History is the beginning of wisdom.’’  
Jean Bodin 

�

�

�
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To introduce the course, we ask the question, ‘What is History?’ and 
look at how we, as historians, rely on different types of sources – 
artefacts, archaeological, picture and written sources - to find out 
about the past. 
  
Throughout the year, pupils both develop their skill in evaluating 
historical sources and asking relevant questions to decide how reliable 
a source may be and see how and why events, people, situations and 
changes have been interpreted in different ways. 
  
They use these skills to decide, for example, who killed William 
Rufus in the New Forest, if Thomas Becket was partly responsible for 
his gruesome murder in Canterbury Cathedral and whether ‘Bad King 
John’ really deserved his nickname. 
  
A major component of the First Year course is the cross-curricular 
Independent Learning Project, involving a study visit to Helmsley 
Castle and Rievaulx Abbey. At Helmsley, historical detective skills 
are employed to make sense of the castle ruins and so make detailed 
deductions about life there in the Middle Ages.  
  
‘As we delved into the detail of the life of people 
from a generation who lived in a totally different 
world to the one we inhabit now, I began to get a 
feel for what many ordinary people would have 
seen, heard or smelt.’                                
(Emilia Mack 1A) 
    
Working in groups, pupils also plan a daring attack of the castle. 
��
��
��

 
  
 
 
 
Back in the classroom, each group presents their plan of attack and 
evidence task on paper, using photos and sketches made on the visit. 
They then work independently to produce both a booklet on Medieval 
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monasteries and a Power Point presentation on the purpose and 
development of Medieval Castles, life inside a castle and methods of 
attack and defence.  
  
During History lessons, pupils communicate their ideas and present 
their answers to different historical enquiries through a variety of 
means including extended written work, diagrams, through ICT, class 
discussion, group presentations and role play.   
  
In written work, emphasis is put on the importance of focusing clearly 
on the issue in question and including relevant detail to support ideas 
and arguments. Pupils are encouraged to weigh up evidence and draw 
their own conclusions and express their work clearly and fluently. 
  
As a Department, we aim to communicate our own interest in and 
enthusiasm for the subject and to make all pupils’ study of History an 
enjoyable and rewarding experience. 
��

 
 
 
 
 
Further information is available from the Head of History, Mr Philip 
Crookes (pec@yarmschool.org) , or from any other member of the 
Department:  Mr Stephen Edwards, Dr Paul Chapman, Mr Toby 
Spence and Mrs Rachel Crookes. 
��
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‘A nation which does not know what it was yesterday, 

does not know what it is today, nor what it is trying to do.’ 
                                                         - Woodrow Wilson 
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ICT 
  

ICT looks to develop program knowledge in order to aid cross-
curricular use of computers.  During the course, pupils will spend 
time using the Word Processing package, Claris Draw, Excel, 
Publisher and Englishtype. 
  
Word Processing will involve using basic and advanced functions in 
order to produce professional looking documents.  The pupils will 
work through a variety of different tasks and then do an assessment 
exercise which will be marked and graded. 
  
Claris Draw is a creative package that manipulates shapes.  Using 
various functions, different drawings will be produced.  This will lead 
to dimensioning exercises.  An assessment on Claris Draw will take 
place. 
  
Pupils will work through a booklet on Excel, and by the end will be 
able to produce a spreadsheet which is correctly formatted and uses 
formulae.  Forms will also be produced.  An end of program 
assessment will then take place. 
  
Using desktop publishing software, pupils will work in groups to 
produce a newspaper.  The Internet will be used to develop relevant 
stories, and the group will have to work together to develop a 
professional paper.  This project will be assessed and graded. 
  
We will end the year using the program 
Englishtype, which will develop touch typing 
skills.  Throughout the year, pupils will be 
encouraged to use the keyboard correctly and 
this program will either develop existing knowledge or fully train 
pupils.  It is something that the pupils can then develop and continue 
with in their own time. 
  
Further information is available from the Director of ICT, Mrs Cherry 
Ankers (jca@yarmschool.org ). 
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LATIN  
  

Students in the First Year will all make a start on the Latin language.  
As they read stories about a family living in Pompeii in the first 
century AD, they will not only begin to master the nouns, verbs and 
other vocabulary, but they will also discover a lot about the links 
between Latin and English and about life in Pompeii – houses, dinner 
parties, the baths, gladiators, the theatre, elections and so on. 
  
The aim is to develop skills in oral and written translation and the 
learning of vocabulary, and to make comparisons between our own 
culture, lifestyle and attitudes and those of the Romans. 
  
There is no setting in the First Year.  Translation tests are taken by the 
whole year group at intervals – usually in October, November and 
May – and the final exam in the year will also include questions on 
Pompeian life and the cultural background to the language.  Results in 
these exams will help to determine setting for the Second Year. 
  
Particular highlights in the year are the chapter about gladiators and 
the account of the eruption of Vesuvius; and there is a post-exam trip 
to Carvoran Military Museum on Hadrian’s Wall which is always 
popular.  But students appreciate the course as a whole and get an 
excellent bird’s eye view of the Roman language and way of life. 
  
The school library has a number of books exploring the world of the 
Greeks and the Romans, complementing the study of the Latin 
language and life in Pompeii: 
  
�  Pompeii by Peter Connolly 
�  Pompeii, Herculaneum, Mt Vesuvius published by Bonechi. 
�  The Gladiators from Capua by Caroline Lawrence 
�  The Pirates of Pompeii by Caroline Lawrence 
  
A useful website for getting help with the language is 
www.cambridgescp.com  
  
For further information please contact Mr Andrew Killick Head of 
Classics (hak@yarmschool.org), or Mrs Elizabeth Parham. 
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MATHEMATICS �

 �
The Mathematics Curriculum is separated into four topic areas :- 
 

�  Number 
�  Algebra 
�  Shape & Space 
�  Probability & Statistics. 
  
Each Mathematics set will study topics from the above appropriate for 
their progress. 
 

Sets 1 and 2 will work their way through the IGCSE textbook series, 
Core and Extended. 
Sets 3 and 4 will use the OCR series of textbooks working their way 
through, Levels 5,6,7,8,9. at an appropriate pace. 
The IGCSE textbook series is more Algebraic and suitable for a more 
algebraic final exam, IGCSE. 
 
Set 1 (and possibly set 2) will take the Mathematics Challenge on its 
due date and will also spend time before the event using past papers 
which are a rich source of useful material. Successful pupils may be 
invited to sit an Olympiad paper and/or have a monthly question sheet 
to puzzle out. 
 
By nature Mathematics is best taught and learnt as a setted subject 
and therefore the work a set one may do in a particular year may be 
done by a lower set a year or more later. 
 

The setting procedure is started in the First Year, based on entrance 
exam information and any correspondence from previous schools.  
The setting is continually modified, usually after internal exams, but 
at any time if the situation is clear cut. This continues until the Fourth 
Year when sets are usually left unchanged for the two years until the 
end of the Fifth Year, with the exception of new arrivals. 
 
Further information is available from the Head of Mathematics. Mr 
Graham Cooper (gbc@yarmschool.org) , or from other members of 
the Department. Mr James Armitage, Mrs Jane Guest, Mrs Lilian 
Jackson, Mr Douglas Jardine, Mr Michael Rye and Mr Chris Thomas. 
��
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MODERN LANGUAGES  
 

     
  
The main aim of the Modern Languages Department is to realise 
every pupil’s linguistic potential at each stage of their progression 
through the school. Flexibility, tracking and streaming allow us to 
identify strengths and weaknesses and ensure that pupils are being 
taught at an appropriate level, depending on their ability. All pupils 
study at least one Modern Foreign Language (French) to GCSE level 
and the most able can study up to three (French, German and Spanish) 
and very occasionally four, should they commit themselves to a 
language in one of their activity sessions.  
  
On entry to the Senior School pupils are placed in four mixed ability 
classes on the basis of their previous linguistic experience. At the end 
of November the classes are reset according to ability and the top two 
sets then study German and French until at least the end of the Second 
Year, each language being taught three lessons per fortnight. At the 
beginning of the Third Year, pupils can also take up Spanish. 
  
Languages are taught communicatively, using a wide range of 
resources. New vocabulary and structures are introduced through the 
media of speaking and listening and are then reinforced through 
reading and writing. Regular use is made of the school’s Intranet and 
Internet facilities and the department also has two interactive 
whiteboards and various computer suites at its disposal. Pupils receive 
three 20 to 30 minute pieces of homework per week, of which one 
will always be formally tested learning and one writing. Two French 
text books (Equipe 2 and Encore Tricolore 1) are used in the First 
Year, again depending on pupils’ previous linguistic experiences and 
ability. German is taught using Lernpunkt Deutsch 1. 
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Topics and grammatical concepts covered in French in the First Year 
may include: 
 
Topics Grammar 
Family and pets 
 
Clothes and colours 
 
TV programmes 
 
Meeting friends 
 
Free time activities 
 
Daily routine 
Special events/holidays 
 
The time 
 
My house/town 

Prepositions of place  
 
Present tense 
 
Future tense (aller + infinitive)  
 
Perfect tense 
 
Reflexive verbs 
 
Adjectives 
The Partitive 
 
Possessive adjectives  
 
Nouns 
 
The negative 

 
The main topics and grammatical concepts covered in German in the 
First Year are as follows: 
 
Topics Grammar 
Talking about myself 
 
 
Talking about school 
 
Talking about my family and pets  
 
 
Talking about my home 

Questions and Answers, Singular Verb 
Forms  
 
Numbers 1-1000, Plural Verb Forms 
 
Descriptions of people and animals 
using adjectives 
 
Descriptions of houses and rooms 
using colours and adjectives 

 
For further information, please contact the Head of Modern 
Languages, Mr Simon Ravenhall (srr@yarmschool.org) , the Head of 
German, Frau Jutta Heinen  (jh@yarmschool.org),  or any other 
member of the department. 
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MUSIC �

  
All pupils study Music in the First Year and throughout the scheme of 
work they begin to build their musicianship and develop their aural, 
practical and theoretical skills. The scheme of work includes a 
balance in listening and appraising, composing and performing. 
  
Rhythm and Notation 
  
Pupils study basic rhythm and note-values and experiment with 
rhythmical patterns and polyrhythm. Creative composition is a major 
element and pupils learn how to mix musical patterns and evaluate 
their own work. Pupils are introduced to both treble and bass clef 
notation and they experiment and learn how to fuse notation with 
rhythm to create what we believe is ‘music’. Pupils compose and 
perform melodies. 
  
Instruments of the Orchestra 
  
Pupils study the basic development of the orchestra, its instruments 
and sounds. They learn to recognise instruments from different 
musical families and respond to how musical sounds are being 
created. The major work is Britten The Young Person’s Guide to the 
Orchestra 
  
Programme Music 
  
Pupils study music written to provide atmospheres, moods and 
narratives. This will include detailed analysis of Saint-Saens The 
Carnival of the Animals, Danse Macabre and Dukas The Sorcerer’s 
Apprentice. Pupils will be given an opportunity to compose and 
perform in response to a given brief. 
  
For further information please contact the Director of Music, Mr 
Keith Brown (krb@yarmschool.org).  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION  
 
Our aim is that all pupils leave Yarm School having had a positive 
and enjoyable experience of the physical education programme. The 
skills and understanding they have acquired will enable them to 
follow a healthy life style long after they have left school.  As a 
traditional school, team games and the ethos behind them form the 
background to our physical education programme. They are a 
fundamental part of the general school ethos and as such are viewed 
as part of our core curriculum.  We attempt to establish a balance 
between breadth and depth, balancing commitments to the sports we 
focus on each term in games lessons, and the wish to give pupils a 
wide and varied physical education through the timetabled lessons 
and Activities.  
  
The major Games for each term are supported with a comprehensive 
fixture list and team players are expected to attend weekly team 
practices and matches. In addition to this, the weekly Activities 
sessions allow pupils to undertake a wide range of sports that in many 
cases will have been initially covered in their P.E. Lessons. In Games 
lessons at certain times in the year pupils are given a degree of choice 
of sports.  Below is an outline year planner for both Games and P.E.  
This can vary due to the weather but we always aim to cover as much 
of the programme as possible. 
  
For further information please contact Mr Andy Guest, Director of 
Sport (aig@yarmschool.org).   Ms Naomi Redhead 
(ner@yarmschool.org)  is specifically responsible for girls’ PE and 
Games. 
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AUTUMN TERM 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 
BOYS 

 

 
 

HOCKEY 
 

 
H

A
LF

 T
E

R
M

 

BASKETBALL 

 
GIRLS  
 

 
GYMNASTICS  

 
 

FOOTBALL 

 
SPRING TERM 
 
GAMES 

 
 
 
 
 

BOYS 

 
 

RUGBY 
 
 

H
A

LF
 T

E
R

M
 

RUGBY 

C
R

O
S

S
 C

O
U

N
T

R
Y

 

RUGBY 

GIRLS  

 
 

HOCKEY 
 
 

HOCKEY HOCKEY 
INTER 
HOUSE 

HOCKEY 

BOYS RUGBY 
INTER 
HOUSE 
RUGBY 

HOCKEY 
 

7’S GROUP 

H
A

LF
 T

E
R

M
 

HOCKEY 
INTER 
HOUSE 

HOCKEY 

H
IG

H
 JU

M
P

 

GIRLS 
 

NETBALL 
 

 
 
 

NETBALL 
INTER 
HOUSE 

NETBALL 



�


� �
�

SPRING TERM 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

BOYS 
 

 
GYMNASTICS 

 
 

H
A

LF
 T

E
R

M
 

FOOTBALL/CRICKET NETS 

 
GIRLS  
 

 
DANCE 

 
HEALTH RELATED FITNESS 

 
SUMMER TERM 
 
GAMES 
 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

BOYS 
 

 
CRICKET/TENNIS 

 
 

H
A

LF
 T

E
R

M
 

CRICKET/ 
TENNIS 

ATHLETICS 

 
GIRLS  
 

ROUNDERS 
 ATHLETICS TENNIS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BOYS ATHLETICS CRICKET H
A

LF
 T

E
R

M
 

CRICKET INTER HOUSE CRICKET A
T

H
LE

T
IC

S
 

GIRLS ATHLETICS TENNIS 

 
 
 

TENNIS ROUNDERS 
INTER 
HOUSE 

ROUNDERS 



�


� �
�

PSHE 
 

Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) forms an 
important part of the education of all the pupils at Yarm 
School.  These lessons give us valuable opportunities to 
cover important topics which don’t fit neatly into a 

traditional academic curriculum. Experienced teachers help children 
to settle into school and to deal with issues relevant to each particular 
age group in a way that encourages them to participate and to reflect 
on their development as individuals. PSHE at Yarm School is not 
formally examined, our emphasis being on developing independent 
thinking skills and critical analysis of current issues as well as 
delivering the topics which are more traditionally covered by a PSHE 
course.  
 

First Year pupils have one dedicated PSHE lesson per week.  The 
lessons are delivered by the same member of the staff throughout the 
year. Lessons include lots of opportunities for discussion, as well as 
for written work, computer presentations, role play, and poster work. 

The following is a run down of the main topics which pupils in the 
First Year will be studying this year, however, the programme is 
always under review and is changed and updated as appropriate. 
 

�  Introduction to PSHE. 
�  Organisation – homework / time / materials. 
�  Bullying – based on project work. 
�  Putting yourself in someone else’s situation. 
�  Personal safety – focussing particularly on Internet safety. 
�  Self esteem. 
�  Team work (particularly in preparation for the Independent 

Learning Project). 
�  The Media. 
�  Study skills and exam revision. 
�  Manners and customs. 
 
Adolescence and Human Reproduction is covered during First Year 
Science lessons. 
 
For further information please contact Mrs Penny Clarke, Head of 
PSHE (pc@yarmschool.org ). 
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�RELIGIOUS STUDIES  
  
Parents and grandparents may well remember from their own school 
days, those Friday afternoon lessons, where the ingenuity of the 
teacher was crucial to both wakefulness and interest. This department 
aims to reflect keenly ambitious aims and objectives every day of the 
week! 
  
Yarm School has a Christian ethos. In the First Year we explore what 
this means. We use the knowledge and insights of Theology, 
Philosophy and Ethics. From Theology, we find out why Jesus the 
Jewish Rabbi is regarded as the Founder of Christianity. You may 
enjoy reading “The Shadow of the Galilean,” by Gerd Theissen. He 
writes in a hermeneutic style using the skills of narrative exegesis to 
recreate the Jewish and Roman world at the time of Jesus. From 
Philosophy, we comprehend the ideas of Creation Ex Nihilo and 
Salvation History. From Ethics, we consider the meaning and 
application of Agape Love. Peter Vardy, in his books, “The Puzzle of 
Ethics” and “The Thinker’s Guide to Ethics,” illuminates this 
important field of knowledge. We take the view that this is a 
prerequisite in understanding conflicting ethical perspectives in the 
world. 
  
The department uses its own original material and requires each 
student to e-mail the relevant folders home. If this is problematic, 
please do not hesitate to drop in to the Religious Studies Department, 
based in S10, in the Tate building, where alternative options will be 
pursued. 
  
You will discover an introduction to the subject and to different 
methods of thinking. The materials form a continuous dialogue, with 
you, the reader. You and your child will be encouraged to think! And, 
if you would like to discuss any matters further, the department runs 
an Oxbridge reading and discussion class on Friday evenings after 
school. Any interested parent is welcome to join in the sessions on an 
ad hoc basis. 
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In the Spring Term pupils take part in the cross-curricular 
Independent Learning Project, which includes a special visit to 
Rievaulx Abbey. 
 
 JESUS IN ART: AN EXERCISE IN GREEN HAT THINKING 
  

  
  
Further information is available from the Head of Religious Studies, 
Mrs Janice Nickson (jhn@yarmschool.org). 
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SCIENCE 
Aims 
 
The aims of the First Year Science course are:- 
 
1. To introduce pupils to the three sciences as separate disciplines 

but still within an integrated science course with which they are 
usually familiar. 

2. To stimulate and engage pupils' interest in science, so that each 
pupil is guided to their full potential irrespective of previous 
science experience. 

3. To ensure the development of pupils’ science  understanding to 
at least a common baseline, irrespective of pre-senior school 
establishment, before  commencing to study each separate 
science in the Second Year. 

4. To develop scientific skills such as investigative thinking, data 
handling, laboratory safety and experimental technique to help 
prepare pupils for the ‘How Science Works’ section of the 
GCSE specification. 

 

Course Synopsis 
 
Introduction to Science   
�  Rules of the Laboratory / Safety / Hazard Symbols; 

Laboratory equipment; 
�  Variables and measurement in science; Drawing 

graphs and charts;  
�  Interpreting and concluding skills. 
  
States of Matter   
�  Solids, liquids and gases; Particle theory and state changes;  
�  Melting and boiling points; Dissolving. 
 
Introduction to Biology   
�  Life processes; Investigating variables;  
�  Presenting experimental data; Microscopy.  
  
Forces 
�  Pushes and pulls; The Newton Meter; Friction;  
�  Balanced and unbalanced forces. 
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 Human Body  
�  Skeleton, muscles and movement;  
�  Our senses; Investigating reaction times. 
  
Acids and Bases  
�  Acid / base indicators; The pH scale; Neutralisation/salt 

preparation. 
  
Magnetism  
�  Magnetic materials / magnetic field; Electromagnetism.  
 
Sound  
�  Ear structure and how we hear; Echoes and speed of sound 

calculations 
  
Reproduction and Growth  
�  Puberty changes; Reproductive system structure; 

Fertilisation and pregnancy;  
�  Birth and looking after a baby. 
  
Chemical Reactions 
�  Signs of a chemical reaction occurring; Neutralisation and 

precipitation; Displacement and decomposition reactions; 
Conservation of mass and combustion. 

  
Electricity  
�  Electrical conductors; Series and parallel circuits; Measuring 

current; Batteries and voltage. 
  
Skills to accumulate during the Year 

�  Pupils will develop confidence in the correct construction of 
experimental results tables and graphical representation of 
experimental data. 

�  Pupils will be safely introduced to the exciting but also potentially 
dangerous environment of science laboratory work. 

�  Pupils are introduced to more complex scientific vocabulary than 
that at Key Stage 2. 
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Trips/Projects 
 
Pupils participate in a whole day joint 
Biology/Geography Field Trip at 
Blanchland in the summer term.  Here 
they explore geographical land features 
and biological plant and animal life in 
moorland/woodland and river habitats.  
The pupils complete a project file based 
on the day’s activities. 
  
Enjoyable Aspects  
 
�  For many pupils this is their first exposure to a school laboratory 

and the prospect of using equipment such as the Bunsen burner is 
exciting. 

  
�  The ability to explore scientific investigations through hands on 

practical work is helpful in increasing their understanding of 
science principles. 

  
Contact 
Please contact Dr Keith Perry, First Year Science co-ordinator 
(kwp@yarmschool.org) , or Mr Richard Brown, Senior Master 
(rab@yarmschool.org ), for further information.  
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HOMEWORK  
  

Homework is a vital part of a pupil’s education and must be 
undertaken diligently. It can serve many purposes. It can involve 
preparation work to facilitate the next lesson. It can allow time to 
complete and consolidate classwork. It often involves learning 
material covered in class, individual reading and research, extended 
writing and revision for tests or exams. 
  
The School will insist on a proper performance and parents are asked 
to support this. Parents can help in the following ways: 
  
1. By providing encouragement and taking an interest in their child’s 

study. 
2. By providing a quiet and conducive place for study at home. 
3. By regular checking of the homework diary. 
4. By contacting the school if their child seems to have insufficient or 

too much homework, or seems to find it unduly easy or difficult. 
  
In the First Year pupils can expect approximately one or one and half  
hours homework per night. The Tutor will go through the homework 
timetable with the tutor group at the start of the academic year and 
pupils are expected to copy this into their homework diary. 
 
It usually takes pupils a few weeks to settle in to the routine of doing 
homework and we aware that this can be a stressful time.  Teachers 
will be sympathetic to any problems in these early weeks and pupils 
should be encouraged to discuss any difficulties with the subject 
teacher or with their Tutor. 
��
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THE SCHOOL LIBRARY  
  

Supporting learning and encouraging reading for pleasure 
  

The school library aims to support pupils in their studies by providing 
quality resources that stimulate and enhance learning.  To achieve this 
we liaise closely with teaching staff to ensure the resources we 
provide are up-to-date, wide-ranging and relevant to the curriculum.  
Pupils have access to books, magazines, newspapers and online 
services. 
  
Classes are regularly brought to the library to research projects, for 
reading, and to learn the information literacy skills that will enable 
individuals to become independent learners.  These skills will equip 
them for further and higher education and lifelong learning. 
  
Equally important however, is our role in 
developing a whole school reading culture, 
promoting literacy and reading for pleasure.  We 
have an excellent fiction section with books to 
suit all tastes, as well as graphic novels and 
special interest magazines.  We regularly invite 
authors in to school to talk about their writing and inspire children to 
read, and we try to get to know the pupils who use the library 
individually, providing them with books we know they will like and 
encouraging them to broaden their interests. 
  
The library is open to pupils each day between 8.15am and 5.30pm. 
  
Fiction of interest to the First Year: 
 �
Almond, D. Skellig 
Bawden, N. The Peppermint Pig 
Blackman, M.   Cloudbusting 
Byng, G.   Molly Moon’s Incredible Book of 
   Hypnotism 
Gardner, S. I, Coriander 
Horowitz, A. Alex Rider series 
Ibbotson, E. Journey to the River Sea 
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Jacques, B. Redwall series 
Morris, G.  Squires Tales series 
Morpurgo, M. Kensuke’s Kingdom (and any other 

book by this author) 
Paolini, C.  Eragon 
Reeve, P.  Mortal Engines 
Rowling, J. K. Harry Potter series 
Snicket, L.  A Series of Unfortunate Events 
Ure, J.  The Secret Life of Sally Tomato 
Wilson, J.  Best Friends 
 
Horrible Science, Horrible History, Horrible Geography 
series. 
My Story series (fiction based on actual historical events). 
 
Further information and advice is available from the two librarians: 
  
Mornings:  Mrs Catherine Barker       
   (Catherine@yarmschool.org ) 
Afternoons: Mrs Deborah Mason 
   (Deborah@yarmschool.org) 
  
��
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LEARNING SUPPORT 
  

The School makes special provision to help pupils with learning 
difficulties, such as dyslexia. All pupils are routinely screened to 
check for any such difficulty when they join the Senior School. The 
Director of Learning Support is Mrs Susan Rea. She can provide 
advice and support for parents and pupils with concerns. 
  
The Learning Support Department can provide individual or small 
group lessons to assist pupils. It is also possible to arrange some in-
class teaching support. A qualified Educational Psychologist can also 
be called upon. These services usually involve some additional charge 
to parents. 
  
All teachers have a specific responsibility to work closely with the 
Director of Learning Support to ensure that pupils are adequately 
supported within their department. 
  
For further information please contact Mrs Susan Rea, Director of 
Learning Support (smr@yarmschool.org).  
  
��
� �
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FURTHER ADVICE AND HELP 
  

These are always available in school. Below is a guide to the best 
person to approach, depending on the nature of the enquiry. 
Telephone requests can be left with the school office, requesting 
teachers to call you back. Alternatively an email message can be used 
to set out the enquiry and allow the teacher to come back to you 
directly with an answer. Messages for class teachers or Tutors can 
also be written into the homework diary. 
  
Subject Teacher – a direct approach is usually the quickest and most 

effective way to resolve issues about academic progress, 
homework, etc. 

Tutor  – the first point of contact for any pastoral or disciplinary 
concerns. Also for academic concerns that relate to more than one 
subject. 

Head of Department – for concerns about a specific subject that 
cannot be resolved by the subject teacher. 

Head of Year [Mr David Boddy] – for concerns that cannot be 
resolved by the Tutor. (db@yarmschool.org ) 

Director of Learning Support [Mrs Susan Rea] – for advice, 
diagnosis and support of specific learning difficulties, such as 
screening for dyslexia. (smr@yarmschool.org)  

Director of Learning [Mr Toby Spence] – for advice about a pupil’s 
academic progress, learning styles and study skills. 
(tfs@yarmschool.org ) 

Director of Studies [Dr Paul Chapman] – for subject/academic 
concerns that cannot be resolved by the Head of Department or 
Head of Year. (pmc@yarmschool.org ) 

Deputy Headmaster [Mr David Woodward] – for 
pastoral/disciplinary concerns that cannot be resolved by the Head 
of Year. (dgw@yarmschool.org)  
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